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PEOPLES CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

  

LEADING COMPASSIONATE LIVES THROUGH SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND JUST ACTION. 
 

Our Ends Statements! 

1. We partner with others to build a fair and just world. 
2. We create a spiritual home that welcomes everyone of goodwill. 
3. We articulate our UU faith, teach it to our children, and live it in the world. 
4. We support our mission with compassionate presence, talented participation, and financial resources. 
5. We create transformative spiritual experiences together that awaken our compassionate action. 



THIS Sunday June 7 
11:00am Learning to Love Yourself 

Do you love yourself? Are you compassionate to-

wards yourself? These may sound like strange 

questions, but as we head into a month devoted to 

compassion, we must begin within. This service 

will be devoted to helping you cultivate self-love, 

self-worth, and self-compassion. Online service led 

by Rev. Rebecca with music by Bryce Janey.  

NEXT Sunday  June  14 
11:00am I Can’t Breath 

George Floyd had the life choked out of him. Peo-

ple of color are disproportionality affected by 

COVID-19, an illness that affects the respiratory 

system. How are these things related? And what 

can we do to change them? Service led by Rev. Re-

becca Hinds with music by Angie Pierce-Jennings.  

 

Dear Ones, 

My heart is breaking this week. 

Another black person was killed by police 

in a city I love and have called home. 

Streets that I love and businesses I have 

long frequented in Minneapolis are on fire 

and currently under police and military 

occupation. I get daily updates from 

friends and family who live in the Twin 

Cities that simply take my breath away. 

Emotions are raw and everyone is on high 

alert.  

All of the sudden it feels like we are 

experiencing a significant MOMENT in 

history.  

But let’s not get this confused. This 

is not a moment in history.  

Black and brown people have been 

enduring systemic racism, racial profiling, 

mass incarceration, and police violence for 

centuries. And they have been protesting 

and organizing the whole time. White folks 

just haven’t been paying enough attention.  

That stops now. George Floyd is 

dead. Breonna Taylor is dead. Countless 

other black and brown people across the 

centuries are already dead, and it has to 

stop.   

Peoples Church, we must join the 

movement to end the systemic racism and 

white supremacy embedded in our society 

and especially within the police force.  

The events unfolding around the 

nation right now may feel scary, but please 

remember we have been preparing for this 

for years. We are ready and there is no 

more time to waste.  

So, as we all lean in and figure out 

ways to join the movement let us 

remember a couple of things:  

1. Follow the lead of black and brown 

people. 

2. Find what is yours to do and do it! 

3. Remember that not everyone is called 

to do the same thing right now. Some 

people will organize, some people will 

protest and march in the streets, some 

people will donate money to black-led 

organizations leading the way, some 

people will pray for peace, and we need 

all of it. 

4. Take care of yourself and your loved 

ones. 

5. Prepare for the long haul. This is not a 

moment it is a movement. 

6. Do not be afraid. 

I know things feel scary this week, 

but if we face it together, we will get 

through this. We will meet this challenge. 

We will eliminate white supremacy and 

police brutality in America, and we will 

build a new world. And on that day, thank 

god, everything will be different.   

In Faith, 

Rev. Rebecca 



Equal Justice Initiative Forum 
 

WHEN: Jun 7, 2020 09:30 AM Central Time  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89578619916?pwd=TExYdlU5UVhmcUcrUWIyMkx3ZGsrZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 895 7861 9916          Password: 681817 
 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb997bc0HW 

Nurturing the Flame 

Marion J. Patterson 
 

In this ever-fluid world that feels like it is spinning 

faster and out of control, let us remind ourselves 

that Peoples Church Unitarian Universalist has a 

long tradition of living our stated values.  For dec-

ades Peoples members have helped make our 

community and the world more just and equita-

ble. Among groups we have helped get their start 

are the precursors to Tanager Place and Theatre 

Cedar Rapids. Several civil rights groups and Tem-

ple Judah are connected to Peoples. We supported 

peace marches in the 1960s and provided help in 

the 1970s during the AIM trials. (See our 

webpage>documents>otherdocuments for more. 

Read the circles and history for a comprehensive 

look at how active Peoples has been over our 150 

year history.) 

So, here we are again, being called to stand with 

people who are suffering from systemic oppression 

in this health pandemic and violence.  

A few years ago, we identified more clearly what we 

do represent and who we do serve. Indeed, we part-

ner with other organizations.  We do welcome peo-

ple of goodwill. We articulate our faith and live it in 

the world. We shall continue in this conflicted time. 

In difficult times the tendency is to rush out and "do 

something." We do need to be present and thought-

ful in our actions, especially now.  

To that end, and to help everyone, including chil-

dren, stay balanced and centered, consider finding 

a quiet place and seeking clarity. Ask: How is mine 

to be? What is mine to know? What is mine to do? 

Wait. Answers will come.  

Then, act. Positively. Compassionately. Choose to 

be the opposite of the negativity and violence. 

As individuals and a congregation, we have many 

ways to support justice. After the Peaceful Protest 

marches end consider taking next steps.  

* Letters to the editors of newspapers and maga-

zines.  

* Thoughtful comments on social media.  

*Thanking organizations and officials for their work.  

* Contacting legislators with helpful suggestions.  

* Providing funding for organizations that counter 

hate groups, help a business that has been dam-

aged to clean-up and re-start, contact other congre-

gations.  

* Listen deeply. 

* Reach out and get to know others.  

* Be of compassion. Especially for those with whom 

we disagree. This will be the hardest for us. Listen-

ing to those with whom we disagree. Practicing 

compassion for all. 

Thank you for continuing to live our mission in the 

world: Leading compassionate lives through spiritu-

al growth and just action. Thank you for nurturing 

the flame.   

M~            

 

Sometimes in stillness   

                           comes clarity.      . 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89578619916?pwd=TExYdlU5UVhmcUcrUWIyMkx3ZGsrZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb997bc0HW


Growing up Dale Murphy was a member of the At-

lanta Braves baseball team.  He was known as 

good guy and a great player.  On Monday evening 

his son was shot by the police with a rubber bullet 

near the eye while peacefully protesting.  Murphy, 

as is the norm these days, took to Twitter with this 

statement: 

Last night, my son was shot in the eye with a 

rubber bullet while peacefully protesting for 

justice for George Floyd. His story is not 

unique. Countless others have also experi-

enced this use of excessive police force 

while trying to have their voices heard. 

Luckily, his eye was saved due to a kind 

stranger that was handing out goggles to pro-

testors shortly before the shooting and anoth-

er kind stranger that drove him to the ER. 

Others were not so lucky and will be perma-

nently disabled due to excessive police force 

As terrible as this experience has been, we 

know that it's practically nothing compared to 

the systemic racism and violence against 

Black life that he was protesting in the first 

place. Black communities across America 

have been terrorized for centuries by exces-

sive police force. 

If you're a beneficiary of systemic racism, 

then you will not be able to dismantle it at no 

cost to yourself. You will have to put yourself 

at risk. It might not always result in being 

physically attacked, but it will require you to 

make yourself vulnerable. 

Please consider taking action for a more just 

world. 

 

I am grateful that a player I appreciated for his 

baseball skills is also willing to take the right stand 

at this important time in history.  In my opinion it is 

going to take all of us who have the privilege of 

whiteness to stand up, speak up, and show up to 

make a difference—it will not happen without those 

of us with privilege doing our part! 

 

These times are difficult enough without the recent 

issues of police brutality, oppression, and racism 

added to the mix!  Many parents are grasping for 

resources to help their children understand what is 

happening and why it is so important for everyone 

to stand up for the rights of those who not privi-

leged!  Here are some resources shared by Reli-

gious Educators around the country in recent days: 

https://www.todaysparent.com/family/books/kids-

books-that-talk-about-racism/?

fbclid=IwAR0EHRtoqzamKZ54mf9_WOqKqM1jFSS

vcFBo_1hVE0Eut3OK5QnLJfZRYUc#gallery/books-

that-talk-about-racism/slide-3 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCLBquMIehDL8Mv0ttSv6lzQ?

fbclid=IwAR2SLgljQtQrc8PWqUFTr_bpjglkr8Xoabwf

JlMoCv4adxJknhc0M2Z13iA 

https://www.popsugar.com/family/anti-racist-books-

for-young-kids-47521156?fbclid=IwAR28uQCIdOE-

n-CIGzjK8VLG0I-

V7ESNxzYjjyoA3JZBdDCd7jqbHU7Zmtw 

https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/?

fbclid=IwAR0HV7HazB_FRHfyTnHDRBtqoe4uXnm

z5d1iY5bP2lOBk20vSd25vQV3-rM 

 

Faith Formation chat Tuesday June 16
th
 at 1pm. 

 

David 
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Peoples Church has a plan for reopening the church! 

While it is tempting to think that one day we will simply reopen the church and all get back together, we 

can’t let it happen that way. In order to keep everyone safe, especially those at high-risk, we will be return-

ing to in-person church life in four phases. You can find all the details attached to this email and here they 

are in brief: 

In Phase One the church building is closed with everything online. Only extremely limited in-person 

operations will be allowed with no more than 5 people present wearing masks and practicing social 

distancing requirements.  

Phase Two is a cautious move back into our building, allowing gatherings and operations of no 

more than 10 people present wearing masks and practicing social distancing requirements. 

Phase Three will be a hybrid time where both in-person and on-line options are available for most 

areas of church life. Gatherings and operations of no more than 30 people present wearing masks 

and practicing social distancing requirements will be allowed. 

Phase Four will resume all gatherings back in our building with some protective and preventative 

measures in place, with online offerings still available for key programs and worship. 

Right now, we are in Phase One and have been since the middle of March. We will continue in Phase One 

through June and July.  

The PCUU Board and I will be constantly assessing the situation, heeding the guidance of science and 

public health officials as to when we can move into the next phase, and communicating with you regularly.  

Unfortunately, we also have to plan for the possibility of moving backwards if there is a resurge of the virus 

this fall or next winter.  

Thank you all for your compliance with this plan and for helping keep everyone safe!  

-Rev. Rebecca 



Want to join Peoples Church? 

A Virtual New Member Class will be held on  

Tuesday, June 9
th
 at 6:30pm. 

Contact Rev. Rebecca to sign up.  

She will be sending out all the materials in advance. 

Hi, I’m Judy Price with a message from the Stewardship Team.   

We are certainly in an interesting time at Peoples Church.  Pandemic safety 

measures are motivating us to adapt and innovate in so many ways.  And the mis-

sion and commitment of Peoples Church has not changed.    

In the current situation the Stewardship Committee believes that this is not the time 

to set an ambitious goal for calendar year 2021.  Even so church expenses in most 

areas are the same as ever.  Therefore, our goal for the 2021 campaign is the same 

as last year, $163,000.   We know that of necessity some of you will not be able to 

pledge as much as last year, so we encourage those of you who can increase your 

pledge to do so.    

The campaign itself is being carried out in the same familiar way as in previous 

years.  In early July you will get a mailing to kick off the No Hassle phase.  Ready, 

Set, GROW is the theme and we believe we can grow even in these strange and 

uncertain times.  In many ways we already are.  With everyone’s support the church 

can continue to be the source of strength and compassion it has always been.   



The Iowa Unitarian Universalist Witness & Advocacy Network connects UU churches, societies, 

and fellowships across Iowa with each other. The IUUWAN Board of Directors is composed of UU repre-

sentatives from both rural and urban areas and meets monthly.  The board shares experiences and ideas 

and works to build strength and hope for social justice projects within the UU community.  IUUWAN can be 

followed on Facebook.  Or, go to the website, www.iuuwan.com and sign up to receive the newsletter in 

your email.   

State funds from the federal CARES Act are now available to assist eligible households with rent, mort-

gage, and utility assistance.  This state program is called the Iowa Uniform Residential Landlord and Ten-

ant Act.  For information on how and where to apply contact www.iowalegalaid.org/resource/2020-

coronavirus-outbreak-what-you-need-to-know or call 1-800-332-0419. 

5:00 pm on Saturday, June 6 a cit-

izen led protest will begin at 

Greene Square Park.  If participating, 

look for the PCUU BLM banner maintain-

ing social distancing toward the back of 

the protest.   

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE FORUMS 

9:30 am June 7 via Zoom (link info on page 3):   

First, we will process our feelings surrounding the murder of George Floyd.  If we need more  

time for this we can add another Forum.    

Secondly, we will learn more about our second quarter First Sunday Plate Collection recipient, The 

Equal Justice Initiative.   

Members of Peoples who have toured the Legacy Museum and Memorial in Alabama will share their 

experiences.  The EJI is committed to ending mass incarceration and excessive punishment in the US 

and protecting human rights for the most vulnerable.  The EJI has a 4 star rating on Charity Navigator 

and has won awards for its impact on social justice reform. 

9:30 am June 14 via Zoom:   

View a video of Reverend Rebecca interviewing Amy Spitalnick, Director of Integrity First Ameri-

ca.  The IFA has brought a groundbreaking lawsuit against neo-Nazis, white supremacists and other far 

right extremist far-right groups who orchestrated the weekend of violence in Charlottesville.  The suit is 

scheduled to go to court in October 2020 and has the potential to bankrupt and dismantle the leaders 

and funders of hate groups at the center of this movement.   

http://www.iuuwan.com
http://www.iowalegalaid.org/resource/2020-coronavirus-outbreak-what-you-need-to-know
http://www.iowalegalaid.org/resource/2020-coronavirus-outbreak-what-you-need-to-know


Peoples’ people living our 
mission in the world. 

 

We partner with others to build 
a fair and just world. 

We articulate our UU faith, teach it 
to our children, and live it in the 
world. 

We support our mission with com-
passionate presence, talented par-
ticipation, and financial resources. 

We create transformative spiritual 
experiences together that awaken our 
compassionate action. 



Calendar 

Saturday June 6 5pm 
A citizen led protest will begin at Greene Square Park. See 

Social Justice page for important info. 

Sunday June 7 9:30am 

Social Justice Forum:  

• Discuss the murder of George Floyd  

• The Equal Justice Initiative.   

• Members of Peoples who have toured the Legacy Museum 

and Memorial in Alabama will share their experiences.   

Sunday June 7 11am Live Streaming Worship on Zoom and YouTube 

Week of June 8  
Christine is out of the office—newsletter material is due to 

Rev. Rebecca by June 10 at noon. Thank you. 

Tuesday June 9 6:30pm 
Virtual New Member Class  -  Contact Rev. Rebecca to sign 
up. She will be sending out all the materials in advance. 

Sunday June 14 9:30am 

View a video of Reverend Rebecca interviewing Amy Spital-

nick, Director of Integrity First America.  - See Social Justice 

page for more info 

IMPORTANT WORSHIP SERVICE INFORM ATION  
 

Did you have a problem attending last week’s Worship service on Zoom? Read this... 

 

Zoom has upgraded their system to make it as secure and reliable as possible.  Please 

upgrade to version 5.0 if prompted.  If you do not when you start to use the service on 

May 30 or beyond you will be forced to upgrade.   

The upgrade  is EASY!  You simply answer YES to the question.  It is painless!!  If you are 

not asked the question and Zoom works fine—there is nothing to worry about!  It simply 

means Zoom updated automatically.  If you have questions email David at 

dre@peoplesuu.org or leave a message at the church. 

mailto:dre@peoplesuu.org


Mental Health Resources 
 

This is a difficult time for all of us. While it is per-

fectly normal to feel anxious and sad, if you start 

to enter a mental health crisis, where the stress, 

pressure, fear, or anxiety are too much for you to 

cope with on your own, please reach out for pro-

fessional help. There are a number of resources 

available 24-hours a day. Here are two of them: 

Foundation Two Crisis Hotline:  319-362-2147  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:   

1-800-273-8255 

Foundation 2     www.foundation2.org 

24 Hour Crisis Line—319-362-2174 

Trained compassionate telephone counselors 

are available 24/7/365 

Crisis Chat/Text— 

www.foundation2crisischat.org   

www.iowacrisischat.org   

www.yourlifeiowa.org 

J-Fast—319-247-0030 

Juvenile & Family Assistance & Stabilization 

Track provides immediate crisis intervention & 

case management for youth who are strug-

gling with self-harm, substance use, depres-

sion and thoughts of suicide. 

 

 

Food Insecurity 
 

Linn County Food Bank is distributing food in 

the parking lot of First Presbyterian Church from 

1 to 3:15 pm Monday through Friday. 

Olivet Mission at 230 10th St NW is distributing 

food  Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 to 11:30 

am. and Saturdays from 9 to 11:30.am. 

 

 

 

 

 

PCUU FOOD ASSISTANCE  

Are you in need of assistance but 

can’t make the trip to the church?  

We will deliver to you! 

Please call or email Rev. Rebecca 

and we will make arrangements 

for a food delivery. 362-9872 or 

minister@peoplesuu.org. 

Options for Giving while Social Distancing 
 

Here are three options for paying your pledge and/or giving to Peoples Church: 
 

 Send in a check to PCUU 4980 Gordon Ave. NW Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 

 Give online at www.peoplesuu.org – go to the Donate Now tab. 

 Give Plus app on your smart phone. Go to the App Store or Google Play and search “give 

plus church”.  Download app and simply search for Peoples Church. 

mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org?subject=Food%20assistance
http://www.peoplesuu.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/give+/id1120840616?mt=8
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/give+/id1120840616?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/give+/id1120840616?mt=8


Join Sunday Morning Worship from 

Home!  

Every Sunday at 11am 
 

Peoples Church will be live streaming worship on Zoom and on 

YouTube. 

 

You can join our Zoom Service on your computer or on your tele-

phone.  

Instructions will be emailed on Saturdays and will include: 

• A link to the livestream video 

• The phone number if you prefer to call in and listen to the 

service. 

• The meeting password 

You will be placed in a “waiting room” and we will manually wel-

come you in! 

 

Worship will go live at about 10:30am so attendees will have time 

to make sure they can access the service. You will see the pulpit 

but you may not hear any sounds.  If you are having difficulty and 

need some assistance call David at 515-599-0393 and he can try 

to help. 

 

You can watch our service on YouTube by following this link:  

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrjLUXc-

QpRCmLq1SepNDPg/videos?view=57&flow=grid  

https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=971bca7fcc&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=971bca7fcc&e=c22be2fb08


GOOD NEIGHBORS - June 
 

Kathy Juba  | 378-3116 | kathywilson@imonmail.com 

 

PARAMINISTERS 

 

May 25 -  June 7  | Deb Maynard 

June 8 -  June 21 | Jan Federer 

June 22 -  July 5 | Dorothy Hershner 

CARING COMMUNITY 

office@Peoplesuu.org | (319) 362-9827 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS: 

 

Submit announcements and notice of events for publication in The Voice and 

the eWeekly by filling out the Voice form.  

 

eWeekly:  EVERY Wednesday at noon* 

* unless noted otherwise in the Announcements and Notices section      

 

The Voice is temporarily replaced by our Expanded eWeekly   

Voice & eWeekly SUBMISSION DEADLINES 

Developmental Minister 

Rev. Rebecca Hinds  ( 319) 362-9827 

 

Director of Faith Formation  

David Wise   ( 319) 362-9827 

 

Operations Coordinator  

Christine Kullander  ( 319) 362-9827  

 

Pledge Treasurer 

Charlie Cizio 

 

Custodian 

Brian Reeves 

 

Nursery Attendants  

Valerie Angerer Zieser 

Alexis Wauford 

Jenna Straatmann  

OUR STAFF 

mailto:kathywilson@imonmail.com
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=910b9c2608&e=5299ff173f
mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:dre@peoplesuu.org
mailto:office@peoplesuu.org
mailto:pcuu-treasurer@peoplesuu.org

