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biennial arts trail. We are looking forward to another Arts Awards 
exhibition later this year. This event has helped launch several 
artists into notable artistic careers.

Communication and website development
We have continued to refine our new website. The initial purpose 
of the website project was to build secure, accessible storage for 
our documents. This is now well organised, and on the whole, 
working well. We have also been able to have a public face through 
our website, and we are indebted to Roger Joyce, who generously 
offered his expertise to manage our website. He has also designed 
our quarterly newsletter, which is compiled by Robyn Parker, 
and he has redesigned our membership application cards, and 
event promotional material. Liz Rockel, our Secretary, manages 
the Pataka Friends gmail, corresponds with new members, 
and notifies members of events. Our vibrant Facebook page is 
continually updated by Kerry Jane Scott.

Interface with Pataka and other key organisations
We have strong relationships with Pa- taka staff. There has been 
considerable staff turnover in the past year, but we are grateful 
for opportunities to meet new staff, and to share information 
about our roles. We have benefitted from help and advice with 
Mailchimp, fundraising, and membership promotion. We have 
logistically supported several large events at Pa- taka, such as 
exhibition openings and a Pa- taka Foundation fundraiser. 

We hosted Friends of The Dowse to Dr Peter Simpson’s 
presentation at Pa- taka, and are currently discussing a reciprocal 
visit from Friends of City Gallery. Friends of Te Papa continue to 
offer discounts to their events, to our members. We regularly 
attend Pa- taka Foundation and Porirua Community Arts meetings.

Donations and gifts
We have doubled the number of light, gallery folding chairs to 
26. We gifted $5,000 to Pa- taka to support the publishing of Toi 
koru, a book edited by Reuben Friend to celebrate the art of Sandy 
Adsett. Small presentations were made to key people departing 
from Pa- taka, with whom we have had a special relationship.

Thankyou to our sponsors of the Arts Awards, to local businesses 
who give us great service, and to our generous members who 
donate money to us, over and above their membership fees.

We thank Reuben Friend and the Pa- taka team for their help and 
support through the year. We look forward to working with the 
new director at Pa- taka on their appointment. 

And thank you to the Friends of Pa- taka Committee, for all their 
hard work and great ideas over the year. We believe that Friends 
of Pa- taka makes a worthwhile contribution to the work of the 
wonderful Pa- taka Art and Museum.
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From the Co-presidents
It is with much pleasure that Sue Mortlock and Gillian Dodson, as 
co-presidents of Friends of Pa- taka, present the Annual Report for 
the year 2021-2022. 

As we settled into the second year of our co-presidency, we 
faced another year of unusual events, with Pa- taka’s earthquake 
strengthening beginning just a month away from our Winter 
Music Series, and continued Covid-19 related cancellations.

Committee and membership
We are grateful that our committee has remained at full strength 
and stable, with the addition of Roger Joyce as an ex-officio 
committee member. Emma Hercus resigned mid year, and Roger 
Joyce moved from ex officio to the committee.

Our performance review demonstrates a stable and growing 
membership, also. Many have taken up the invitation to attend 
events, get 10% off purchases at the Toi Store, and one in five 
coffees free at Kaizen. After two cycles of the new system of 
membership fees due 1 January, the system is now working well, 
and all members are aligned with billing just once a year. Our 
current membership is around 255.

Friends events
We had a full calendar of great events planned over the past year, 
some in conjunction with Pa- taka. These included:
• A presentation by Dr Peter Simpson, who has written extensively 

about the life of Colin McCahon
• A concert by the classical singers from the Victoria University’s 

School of Music
• A presentation by authors Hilary and John Mitchell on the Maori 

portraits of the artist Isaac Coates
• A day of demonstration and music from Viol musicians, ‘Music 

and Memory’. This group have a close association with the 
potter and writer, Barry Brickell

• A visit to the whare of poets and writers Alistair & Meg Campbell
• A joint venture with Landing Press to launch  Once a Cleaner
• A visit to the studio and home of Plimmerton artist Janie Taylor
• A private conducted tour of the Hilma af Klint exhibition at City 

Gallery, Wellington
• A winter music series of three concerts.

Due to Covid restrictions and illness, only four of these events 
were able to go ahead, including three concerts of our Winter 
Music Series. Access to events at Pataka was complicated with the 
main spine of the building closed for earthquake strengthening. 
However, we have enjoyed great events and performances, and our 
thanks to those who provided rich experiences for our members.

The committee has decided to step away from organising a 


