
Updated March 21, 2022

St. Anne’s Day School and Enrichment Programs
COVID Response Plan

The policies and practices outlined in this document were developed within the context of the St. Anne’s Day
School and Enrichment Programs community and informed by the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), and the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) guidelines.

The updates made in this version of the Response Plan are based on changes to CDC Guidelines (3/17/22),
local regulations, and data from the GA Department of Health. As federal, state, and local guidelines and
regulations regarding COVID-19 change, including the eligibility for vaccination of young children, the School
will adjust the health and safety protocols, adding and removing restrictions as needed. Please note that the
COVID Response Plan is a temporary addendum to the St. Anne’s Parent and Employee Handbooks.

Please read through the COVID Response Plan thoroughly and commit to following the guidelines designed to
keep us safe and together. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

St. Anne’s Day School and Enrichment Programs

Highlights of Changes

The COVID Response Plan outlines the prevention and protection strategies we have implemented to mitigate
risks associated with COVID. Highlights to changes in our policies and protocols are as follows:

● Mask use is optional. Unless part of the modified quarantine and isolation protocols, mask use is
optional for children and adults.

● Parents and guests have access to the building, following regular school policy.

● Based on DPH revised requirements for modified quarantine protocols, we will no longer quarantine
individuals, entire classrooms, or groups due to an in-school close contact with a positive individual.
If the exposure occurred outside of the school setting, children, students, and staff are required
to follow the standard quarantine protocol.

● Quarantine and Isolation periods remain at five days; however, a negative test (PCR or Rapid) WILL
BE REQUIRED in order to return before the full 10-day quarantine or isolation period ends. Like
the CDC Updated Quarantine and Isolation Guidelines, we will follow the shortened quarantine and
isolation periods. However, due to the inability to ensure that those returning from the shortened
quarantine or isolation period will “wear a well-fitting mask” at all times, we will require a negative test to
return after the five day quarantine or isolation period. Individuals who test positive on or after day 5
must remain out of school until they receive a negative test or until the 10-day isolation/quarantine
period ends.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/School-ChildcareAdmLetter.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention identified the following strategies for preventing and reducing
transmission of COVID-19 in early childhood education settings. This document outlines the policies, practices,
and protocols related to each strategy being implemented in the Day School.

● Vaccination
● Mask Use
● Physical Distancing and Cohorting
● Ventilation
● Handwashing and Hand Sanitizing
● Health Screening
● Contact Tracing, Isolation and Quarantine
● Cleaning and Disinfecting

Vaccination
Updated (03.17.22)

The Day School strongly encourages everyone in the community who is eligible to get fully vaccinated and
receive boosters as recommended by public health officials. You are up to date with your COVID-19
vaccines when you have received all doses in the primary series and all boosters recommended for you,
when eligible. Vaccine recommendations are different depending on your age, the vaccine you first received,
and time since last dose. Learn more about vaccination qualifications on the CDC website.

Prior Plan 01.02.22

The Day School strongly encourages everyone in the community who is eligible to get fully vaccinated and
receive boosters as recommended by public health officials. Vaccines are available for everyone five years
and older.

For people who are unvaccinated or are more than six months out from their second mRNA dose (or more
than 2 months after the J&J vaccine) and not yet boosted, CDC now recommends quarantine.

● Children ages 5–11 years can now get Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines.
● Booster shots are available to those 16 years old and older who are fully vaccinated.

Prior Plan 08.17.21

The Day School strongly encourages everyone in the community who is eligible to get vaccinated.
Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. The CDC
defines full vaccination as two weeks after a person’s second dose in a 2-dose series, such as Pfizer or
Moderna vaccines, or 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson and Johnson’s Janssen
vaccine. If a person does not meet these requirements, regardless of age, they are NOT fully vaccinated.
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Mask Use
Updated (03.17.22)

Mask use is optional.

Prior Plan 01.02.22

Indoors
● Proper mask use is required for all those 2 years of age and older regardless of vaccination

status. Children should arrive at school with two clean masks each day, wearing one of them during
carpool dropoff.

● Children and employees may temporarily remove masks when actively eating or drinking. Because
we can not confirm a person’s vaccination status, anyone not employed by St. Anne’s, including
parents, should refrain from eating, drinking, or any other activity that would require the removal of a
mask indoors.

Outdoors
● Mask use is not required when outdoors.

Prior Plan 08.17.21

Children should arrive at school with two clean masks each day, wearing one of them during carpool dropoff.
Indoors
In groups that include participants who are not fully vaccinated (including children under 12 who are not yet
eligible for vaccination), masks are required for all those 2 years of age and older.

Children and employees may temporarily remove masks when actively eating or drinking. Because we can
not confirm a person’s vaccination status, anyone not employed by St. Anne’s, including parents, should
refrain from eating, drinking, or any other activity that would require the removal of a mask indoors.

If there is a meeting or gathering where it can be confirmed that 100% of those in attendance are fully
vaccinated, such as parent-teacher conversations, masks are not required.

Because we can not confirm the vaccination status of everyone in large gatherings, all indoor events will
require masks for individuals two years old and up.

Employees are not required to wear masks when they are alone in their classroom or office, or if they are in
a classroom or office with only other fully vaccinated people.
Outdoors
Mask use is not required when outdoors.
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Physical Distancing and Cohorting
Updated (03.17.22)

Classes will be operated based on pedagogical practices described in the handbook. They may include
small groups and large gatherings. We will not cohort or practice social distancing.

Prior Plan 01.02.22

● Where practicable, classroom cohorting and social distancing will be used to limit the number of
children and staff who come in contact with each other for significant periods of time.

● During the school day, students will interact only with their classroom cohort while indoors.
Classrooms are large enough to allow for three feet of distance between people, and students will be
encouraged to distance when feasible.

● A limited number of classes will attend weekly Chapel in the Church sanctuary, sitting in classroom
cohorts that are sufficiently spaced.

Ventilation
Every classroom and office has been equipped with HEPA air purifiers. The HEPA technology circulates and
purifies the air every thirty minutes. Filters are changed every six months.

Handwashing and Hand Sanitizer
Everyone entering the building will be required to wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds when
they arrive, before and after eating, upon return from outdoor activities, and after using the restroom or
diapering a child. Hand sanitizer is available throughout the school for times when soap and water are not
readily available.

Health Screening
Daily Symptom Assessment BEFORE School
Before arrival, parents are asked to screen their child(ren) and employees are asked to screen themselves for
any symptoms of COVID-19 and not come to school if showing any signs of illness, especially the following:

● Fever (temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher)
● Sore throat or new cough
● Diarrhea, vomiting, or stomachache
● Headache
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If a child or employee exhibits any symptoms, please stay home and contact the school at
attendance@saintannesdayschool.com.

Individuals Exhibiting Symptoms at School

If a student exhibits symptoms while at school, they will be escorted to the administrators’ offices. Parents will
be called for further instruction.

Individuals with non-COVID illnesses may return to school based on requirements outlined in the handbook,
specifically 24 hours after being fever free without medication, the last episode of vomiting, or diarrhea.

Parents, guests, and employees who develop symptoms while at school should leave immediately and notify
school administration.

Contact Tracing, Isolation and Quarantine
Please contact the school at attendance@saintannesdayschool.com to report absences due to any of the
above. Contact the school health email at nurse@saintannesdayschool.com for clearance before returning to
school after any illness.

Updated 03.17.22
Based on Department of Public Health protocols, we are no longer required to contact trace. However,
if there is a positive case of COVID-19 in the school, individuals (or parents of children) who had close
contact with the diagnosed individual will be notified and asked to monitor closely.

Updated Plan (03.17.22)

Students, employees, volunteers, and visitors should stay home and quarantine or isolate under the following
conditions:

1. They have been diagnosed with COVID-19.

2. They have symptoms of COVID-19 (See Screening Section).

3. They are not up to date with vaccinations (see definition of up to date) and know or believe they
may have been in close contact with someone who has been diagnosed with or has symptoms of
COVID-19 outside of school.

4. They are not up to date with vaccinations and awaiting COVID-19 test results for any reason. If
someone in the household has symptoms or suspects they are positive and is awaiting test results, no
unvaccinated or unboosted person from that household should come to school. (see number 3)
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Close Contact St. Anne’s Day School and Enrichment Programs Quarantine Policy

Updated 03.17.22
Children, students, and staff may continue to attend school after an in-school exposure so long as they
remain asymptomatic. According to the DPH Administrative Order, only close contacts from an exposure in
the school setting may be allowed to follow a modified quarantine protocol. If the exposure occurred outside
of the school setting, children, students, and staff are required to follow the standard quarantine
protocol.

Due to the inability to ensure that those returning from the shortened quarantine or isolation period will “wear a
well-fitting mask” at all times, we will require a negative test to return after the five day quarantine or isolation
period. Individuals who test positive on or after day 5 must remain out of school until they receive a negative
test or until the 10-day isolation/quarantine period ends.

Unvaccinated and those not up to date on vaccinations exposed outside of school will follow one of the two
quarantine timelines:

● Quarantine for 5 days. Test (PCR or Rapid) on day 5 or after and receive a negative result (copy of
results sent to nurse@saintannesdayschool.com). With clearance from the school, the individual may
return (fever free and with no or improved symptoms).

● Quarantine for 10 days with no test. Return after clearance from the school (fever free and with no
or improved symptoms).

● Household members of a person who is required to quarantine due to close contact do NOT need to
quarantine as long as the household member does not have symptoms and is not diagnosed with
COVID-19.

Individuals who are up to date on their vaccinations do not need to quarantine following an exposure. For all
those exposed, best practice would include a test for SARS-CoV-2 at day 5 after exposure. If symptoms
occur, individuals should immediately quarantine until a negative test confirms symptoms are not
attributable to COVID-19.

Previous Policy (01.02.22)
Unvaccinated and unboosted individuals who are in “close contact” with COVID-19 inside or outside of
school will follow one of the two quarantine timelines:

● Quarantine for 5 days with a PCR test on day 5 or after and receive a negative result. Send a copy
of the negative PCR test to nurse@saintannesdayschool.com. With clearance from the nurse, the
individual may return (fever free and with no or improved symptoms). Please note: While PCR testing
is required, quarantined individuals may return once negative results are received (after day 5). CDC
Guidelines are listed below for comparison.

● Quarantine for 10 days with no test. Return after clearance from the nurse (fever free and with no or
improved symptoms).
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Individuals who have received their booster shot do not need to quarantine following an exposure, but should
wear a mask for 10 days after the exposure.  For all those exposed, best practice would also include a test for
SARS-CoV-2 at day 5 after exposure. If symptoms occur, individuals should immediately quarantine until a
negative test confirms symptoms are not attributable to COVID-19.

Household members of a person who is required to quarantine due to close contact do NOT need to
quarantine as long as the household member does not have symptoms and is not diagnosed with COVID-19.

Updated CDC Guidelines (12/20/21) -
Unvaccinated and unboosted individuals should
quarantine for 5 days followed by strict mask use
for an additional 5 days. Alternatively, if a 5-day
quarantine is not feasible, it is imperative that an
exposed person wear a well-fitting mask at all
times when around others for 10 days after
exposure.

Previous CDC Guidelines - Unvaccinated individuals can
quarantine for 7 days if they test on day 5 or after and
receive a negative result. Regardless of test result,
individuals can not return until after day 7. Individuals
quarantine for 10 days with no test; watch for symptoms
through day 14.

Symptoms or
Confirmed Positive

St. Anne’s Day School and Enrichment Programs Isolation Policy

Updated 03.17.22
Individuals with COVID symptoms or a confirmed case of COVID-19 will follow one of the two isolation
timelines:

● Isolate for 5 days; take a test (PCR or Rapid) on day 5 or after and receive a negative result. If the
individual is asymptomatic or their symptoms are resolving (without fever for 24 hours), they may
return to school with clearance. Results of the test must be sent to
nurse@saintannesdayschool.com prior to returning to school. Individuals who test positive on
or after day 5 must remain out of school until they receive a negative test or the 10-day
isolation period ends.

● Isolate for 10 days (no test required). Return to school after clearance (fever free and with no or
improved symptoms).

Previous Policy (01.02.22)
Individuals with COVID symptoms or a confirmed case of COVID-19 will follow one of the two isolation
timelines:

● Isolate for 5 days; take a PCR test on day 5 or after and receive a negative result. If the individual is
asymptomatic or their symptoms are resolving (without fever for 24 hours), they may return to school,
following mask protocols and with clearance from the nurse. Results of the PCR test must be sent
to nurse@saintannesdayschool.com prior to returning to school. Individuals who test positive on
or after day 5 must remain out of school until they receive a negative test or the 10-day isolation period
ends.
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● Isolate for 10 days (no test required). Return to school after clearance from the nurse (fever free and
with no or improved symptoms).

Updated CDC Guidelines (12/20/21) - People with
COVID-19 should isolate for 5 days and if they are
asymptomatic or their symptoms are resolving
(without fever for 24 hours), follow that by 5 days
of wearing a well-fitting mask at all times when
around others.

Previous CDC Guidelines - People with COVID-19
should isolate for 10 days and watch for symptoms
through day 14.

Prior Plan 01.02.22

Students, employees, volunteers, and visitors should stay home and isolate under the following conditions:

1. They have been diagnosed with COVID-19.

2. They have symptoms of COVID-19 (See Screening Section).

3. They are not fully vaccinated and know or believe they may have been in close contact with someone
who has been diagnosed with or has symptoms of COVID-19.

4. They are not fully vaccinated and awaiting COVID-19 test results for any reason. If someone in the
household has symptoms or suspects they are positive and is awaiting test results, no
unvaccinated person from that household should come to school (see number 3).

Fully vaccinated people who do not have symptoms do not need to quarantine after an exposure according to
updated CDC guidance but should get tested 3-5 days after exposure and wear a mask indoors for 14 days or
until their test result is negative.

Household members of a person who is required to quarantine due to close contact do NOT need to
quarantine as long as the household member does not have symptoms and is not diagnosed with COVID-19.

Non-COVID Illnesses (03.17.22)
“The overlap between COVID-19 symptoms with other common illnesses means that some people with
symptoms of COVID-19 could be ill with something else. This is even more likely in young children, who
typically have multiple viral illnesses each year.” CDC Guidance for Early Childhood Centers

Please note that anyone who is absent or sent home due to any other illness shall not be permitted to return to
school until they have been:

● Fever free without medication for at least 24 hours,
● Other symptoms have improved; and,
● They have been cleared to return by the school (who may require a doctor’s note).
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Cleaning and Disinfecting
The school is cleaned throughout the day by the cleaning staff. At the end of the day, our professional cleaning
crew cleans and disinfects all common areas.

Events and Visitors
Updated Plan (03.17.22)

Mask use is optional. Unless part of the modified quarantine and isolation protocols, mask use is optional for
children and adults.

Prior Plan 01.02.22

All individuals two years old and up are required to wear a mask indoors at all times.

Parent, caregiver, and visitor access to the school will be temporarily limited. Caregivers of Infants and
Toddlers will be allowed to walk children to and from class each day but should be properly masked at all
times.

Classroom activities such as Mystery Reader and birthday celebrations must be virtual until further notice.

Volunteer meetings will not be hosted on campus until further notice.

Prior Plan 08.17.21

Events are scheduled to be in person except where noted. The format for events may change based on
updates to information and guidance regarding the pandemic. All visitors will be required to wear a mask
upon entering the building.

Parents are invited to participate in classroom and school activities. When there are any individuals present
who are not fully vaccinated (including children under the age of 12 years old), all individuals ages two years
and up are required to wear a mask indoors. Parents are asked to refrain from eating or drinking while
indoors with unvaccinated individuals, including during classroom visits, celebrations, and activities.

If there is a meeting or gathering where it can be confirmed that 100% of those in attendance are fully
vaccinated, such as parent-teacher conversations, masks are not required. Because we can not confirm the
vaccination status of large gatherings, all indoor events will require masks for individuals two years old and
up.
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