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Criteria
Students: while working, ask 
yourself these questions6…

4. Advanced3 3. Proficient 2. Basic 1. Below Basic

[ 0.  No  Attempt ]
Teacher Feedback7

Answer
To what extent does this 

product provide an answer to 
the assignment’s question, 

problem, or issue?

Provides a sophisticated 
or nuanced answer

Provides a clear, 
direct answer

Provides an unclear or 
indirect answer

 Provides a report of 
information without an 

answer

Selection of Evidence
To what extent does this 

product demonstrate
 purposeful selection 

of evidence4?

Supports the answer with 
multiple pieces of 

evidence that are expertly 
organized, interpreted, and 

synthesized4

Supports the answer with 
multiple pieces of evidence 
that are well-organized and 

interpreted; contains no errors 
or omissions

Supports the answer 
with multiple pieces of 
evidence that contain 

minor errors or 
omissions5

Supports the answer 
with one piece of 
evidence OR with 

multiple pieces that 
contain major errors or 

omissions4

Higher-Order Thinking
To what extent does this 

product include higher-order 
thinking2?

Demonstrates multiple 
examples of higher-order 

thinking; must include 
evaluation 

Demonstrates multiple 
examples of analysis or 

synthesis, not merely a report 
of information5

Demonstrates one 
example of analysis or 
synthesis of information

Demonstrates only 
lower-level thinking: 

recall, comprehension, 
or application

Disciplinary Concepts
To what extent does this 

product demonstrate 
problem-solving concepts4 

and skills of experts?

Demonstrates multiple 
disciplinary concepts or 

skills central to the 
assignment; no errors or 

omissions

Demonstrates one disciplinary 
concept or skill (e.g., civic-, 
economic-, geographic-, or 

historical- thinking); no errors 
or omissions

Demonstrates minor 
errors or omissions of 
disciplinary concepts

or skills

Demonstrates major 
errors or omissions of 
disciplinary concepts 

or skills

Visual Elements
To what extent does this 

product depict visual 
elements1 to clearly 

communicate ideas central 
to the assignment ?

Depicts relationships 
between significant 

people, ideas, and events 
that are sophisticated or 

nuanced

Depicts clear and justifiable 
relationships between 

significant people, ideas, and 
events (e.g., graphics, 

drawings, visual prioritization, 
spatial-positioning) 

Depiction of 
relationships between 

significant people, ideas, 
and events central to the 

assignment is unclear, 
inaccurate, or 
unjustifiable

There is no discernible 
depiction of 

relationships between 
significant people, 
ideas, and events

Format
To what extent does this 
product meet formatting 

requirements?

Formatting includes 
relevant additional 

features above “Target”

Formatting requirements are 
met; no errors or omissions 

Minor formatting errors 
or omissions  

Major formatting errors
or omissions  

Citations
To what extent does this 
product include relevant 

citations?

Includes citations to 
resources acquired by an 
additional search above 

“Target”

Includes multiple citations to 
specific classroom resources 
(e.g., notes, texts, readings, 
websites, discussions, etc.)

Includes one citation to
a specific classroom 

resource

Unclear, non-specific 
reference is made to 
at least one resource
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