Dear GCS Students and Parents,
We hope you are enjoying your summer! Before summer comes to its end, though, we would like to
remind you of the summer reading assignments, especially since we did not assign summer reading in
2020 due to Covid-19. Students received copies of each school-issued text and specific directions from
their English teacher before school concluded in May. The English teachers expect that students will
complete the summer reading assignment by the first full day of school.
Below is a list of texts that we are using as summer reading for each course:
English 9 (Honors/CP): Heroes, Gods, and Monsters by Bernard Evslin
English 10: The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis
Honors English 10: The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis and The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka
11th grade (Honors/CP): The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
AP English 11: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald and Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
by Frederick Douglass
English 12: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
Honors English 12: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson and 1984 by
George Orwell OR Lord of the Flies by William Golding
AP English 12: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster
If you/your student has misplaced the specific directions for each course’s summer reading assignment,
you will find them attached to this document.
If you have specific questions, please contact the office or your English teacher.
Enjoy the remainder of your summer!
-

The GCS English Department

May 2021
TO:
FROM:
RE:

RISING FRESHMEN, GASTON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
MRS. LANDS, ENGLISH 9
SUMMER READING

Greetings freshmen, and welcome to high school!
I am looking forward to meeting all of you in August and beginning our adventure
together in high school English. To keep your mind engaged and to cover as much
material as possible this school year, you will have a summer reading assignment
to complete before you return to school in August.
You will be reading Heroes, Gods, and Monsters of the Greek Myths. I believe you
will enjoy reading this book (especially those of you who are fans of Rick
Riordan’s Percy Jackson books and movies.) The book tells the stories of many
Greek myths -- stories that the ancient Greek believed about gods who controlled
their lives. In these stories you will find action, adventure, romance and tragedy -all the things you enjoy in today’s movies and books. Greek mythology is often
alluded to in other works of literature, so it is important for you to have a good
background in these stories and characters. .
In addition to reading, you have a required study guide to complete by the first full
day of class for the 2021-22 school year. Your answers should be hand-written on
the study guide and ready to be turned in on that date. In addition to turning in this
work, you will have a reading assessment on the first full day of class as well.
Since the first two grades of your first quarter grades will depend on your summer
reading, make sure you read carefully and be prepared to turn in the completed
assignment!
If you have questions over the summer, please feel free to email me at
klands@gastonchristian.org. I may not respond immediately (Remember, I’m on
summer vacation too!) but I will be checking my email frequently. Have a great
summer!

Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths
CP English 9 Reading Guide
Gods and Goddesses:
Zeus: (pg. 3-5)
1. Why did Cronos swallow his children?
2. What was Rhea’s plan to stop Cronos?
3. What did Zeus do to Cronos and what was the result?
Hera: (pg. 6-8)
1.

Who is Hera and what is her position among the gods?

2. What and why was her plot against Zeus?
3. What empowers Zeus?
a. Read Job 36:32, 37:4, and Psalm 18:14. Note what they say about lightning?

Athene: (pg. 8-14)
1. How was Athene born?
2. What was her power?
3. What was Athene’s challenge to Arachne and the result?
4. Look up Proverbs 1:1-7. According to the Bible where does knowledge and
wisdom originate?
Poseidon: (pg. 15-18)
1. How was Cronos’ kingdom divided among his sons and who ruled which
section?

2. Which goddess did Poseidon pursue and what animal did Poseidon make for
her?
3. What did he do with the animals he made that he was not pleased with? Give
examples.
Hades: (p. 19-21)
1. Describe Hades and his palace.
2. Read Revelation 14:11, 19:20, and 21:8.
How does the Biblical description of hell compare to the Greek myth?

Demeter: (pg. 22-29)
1. What was Demeter goddess of?
2. Who took Persephone and why?
3. How did the gardener trick Persephone and what was the result?
4. What characteristic of nature did this myth seek to explain?
Artemis and Apollo: (pg. 30-31)
1. Whose children are Artemis and Apollo?
2. What did Hera do to try to sabotage Leto?
3. How did Zeus stop Hera’s plan?
Artemis: (pg. 32-35)
1. What vow did Artemis take?
2. What did she have made by the Cyclopes?
3. What did the people call her?
Apollo: (pg. 36-37)

1. Apollo was the most ____________________ of all the gods.
2. As he matured, he preached _________________________.
3. What did Apollo do to Python and why?
4. How did Apollo trick Marsyas during their musical challenge?
Hermes: (pg. 43-47)
1. What adventure did Hermes participate in 5 minutes after his birth?
2. What was Apollo’s reaction?
3. Hermes became the ____________________ god?
4. Which god called upon him to usher the newly dead to Tartarus?
Hephaestus: (pg. 48-49)
1. What was Hera’s reaction to Hephaestus when he was born?
2. How did Hera discover Hephaestus’ talent?
3. What did Hera promise Hephaestus’ in exchange for him making her fine
things?
Aphrodite: (pg. 50-52)
1. Aphrodite was born out of the remains of which god?
2. Why did she choose Hephaestus for her husband?
3. What did she do on her wedding night?
Read Job 38-40 and contrast the True God with the mythical gods.

Demigods: Perseus and Daeladus
Perseus:
Introduction:
1. Who was Perseus’ mother?
The Prophecy:
2. After discovering Danae with her child, what did King Acrisius do in order to
determine if Danae was under divine patronage? What is divine patronage?
The Island:
3. Who was Medusa and what was her curse?
4. What promise did Perseus make to King Polydectes?
5. Which gods came to his aid and how?

The Quest:
6. What 2 items did the Gray Sisters share and how did Perseus use that to his
advantage? What secret did they hold?
7. What did the Nymphs of the West guard?
8. What items did the sisters give Perseus to help him on his quest?
The Return:
9. List the people/gods/things Perseus turned to stone on the way home and how.
10. Who did Perseus take as his wife? Why?
11. What happened upon his return home?
12. What did Perseus do before going home to his bride on his wedding night?
Daedalus: (pg. 134-144)
1. What invention brought Daedalus the favor of the king?

2. What was the Minotaur?
3. What did King Minos do to hide the Queen’s secret?
4. What happened to Daedalus’ son?

Nature Myths
Prometheus (pgs. 55-58) Explains:_________________________
1. Why does Prometheus say man is unhappy?
2. How would Zeus be threatened if man receives fire?
3. How did Prometheus defy Zeus and what did he give to man?
4. How did Zeus punish Prometheus?
Pandora (pgs. 59-62) Explains:____________________________
1. The gods gave gifts to Pandora. List the god and goddess and the gift they gave.
2. What does Pandora mean?
3. What reasons does Pandora give to justify her disobedience to Hermes request?
4. How did Pandora try to resist the temptation to open the box?
5. What did the creatures that escaped from the box symbolize?
6. What is the name of the creature did not escape, and what does it symbolize?
Narcissus and Echo (pgs. 84-90) Explains:_________________
1. What favor did Aphrodite offer Echo?
2. Why did the boy have such a high opinion of himself?
3. How did Echo trick Hera and how did Hera punish Echo?
4. How did Aphrodite help Echo?
5. Why couldn’t Narcissus find a proper mate?
6. Whose face did Narcissus see in the stream? Whose voice did he hear?
Eros and Psyche (pgs. 91-101) Explains:____________________
1. How did Aphrodite’s plan backfire?

2. What does the oracle say about Psyche?
3. What caused Psyche to become fearful and jealous?
4. Why did Eros leave her?
5. Why did all her love vanish?
6. What rumors spread about Psyche from that point forward?
Arion (pgs. 102-105) Explains:_____________________________
1. Who is his father?
2. Who taught him to play the lyre?
3. What prophecy was made about him?
4. How did Arion escape the ship?
5. How did Arion entrap the captain and his crew?
6. Where does Arion eternally dwell?
7. Which animal is always at his side? Why is this so?

Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths
Honors English 9 Reading Guide
Gods and Goddesses:
Zeus: (pg. 3-5)
1. Why did Cronos swallow his children?
2. What was Rhea’s plan to stop Cronos?
3. What did Zeus do to Cronos and what was the result?
Hera: (pg. 6-8)
1. Who is Hera and what is her position among the gods?
2. What and why was her plot against Zeus?
3. What empowers Zeus?
a. Read Job 36:32, 37:4, and Psalm 18:14. Note what they say about lightning?
Athene: (pg. 8-14)
1. How was Athene born?
2. What was her power?
3. What was Athene’s challenge to Arachne and the result?
4. Look up Proverbs 1:1-7. According to the Bible where does knowledge and
wisdom originate?
Poseidon: (pg. 15-18)
1. How was Cronos’ kingdom divided among his sons and who ruled which
section?
2. Which goddess did Poseidon pursue and what animal did Poseidon make for
her?
a. What did he do with the animals he made that he was not pleased with?
Give examples.
Hades: (p. 19-21)
1. Describe Hades and his palace.
2. Read Revelation 14:11, 19:20, and 21:8.
a. How does the Biblical description of hell compare to the Greek myth?
Demeter: (pg. 22-29)
1. What was Demeter goddess of?
2. Who took Persephone and why?
3. How did the gardner trick Persephone and what was the result?

4. What characteristic of nature did this myth seek to explain?
Artemis and Apollo: (pg. 30-31)
1. Whose children are Artemis and Apollo?
2. What did Hera do to try to sabotage Leto?
3. How did Zeus stop Hera’s plan?
Artemis: (pg. 32-35)
1. What vow did Artemis take?
2. What did she have made by the Cyclopes?
3. What did the people call her?
Apollo: (pg. 36-37)
1. Apollo was the most ____________________ of all the gods.
2. As he matured, he preached _________________________.
3. What did Apollo do to Python and why?
4. How did Apollo trick Marsyas during their musical challenge?
Hermes: (pg. 43-47)
1. What adventure did Hermes participate in 5 minutes after his birth?
2. What was Apollo’s reaction?
3. Hermes became the ____________________ god?
4. Which god called upon him to usher the newly dead to Tartarus?
Hephaestus: (pg. 48-49)
1. What was Hera’s reaction to Hephaestus when he was born?
2. How did Hera discover Hephaestus’ talent?
3. What did Hera promise Hephaestus’ in exchange for him making her fine
things?
Aphrodite: (pg. 50-52)
1. Aphrodite was born out of the remains of which god?
2. Why did she choose Hephaestus for her husband?
3. What did she do on her wedding night?
Read Job 38-40 and contrast the True God with the mythical gods.

Demigods: Perseus and Daeladus
Perseus:
Introduction:
1. Who was Perseus’ mother?
The Prophecy:
2. After discovering Danae with her child, what did King Acrisius do in order to
determine if Danae was under divine patronage? What is divine patronage?
The Island:
3. Who was Medusa and what was her curse?
4. What promise did Perseus make to King Polydectes?
5. Which gods came to his aid and how?
The Quest:
6. What 2 items did the Gray Sisters share and how did Perseus use that to his
advantage? What secret did they hold?
7. What did the Nymphs of the West guard?
8. What items did the sisters give Perseus to help him on his quest?
The Return:
9. List the people/gods/things Perseus turned to stone on the way home and how.
10. Who did Perseus take as his wife? Why?
11. What happened upon his return home?
12. What did Perseus do before going home to his bride on his wedding night?
Daedalus: (pg. 134-144)
1. What invention brought Daedalus the favor of the king?
2. What was the Minotaur?
3. What did King Minos do to hide the Queen’s secret?
4. What happened to Daedalus’ son?
Theseus:
Introduction:
1. What did Theseus do to compensate for his small stature?
A Voice from the Sea:
2. What advice did the sea gull give Theseus?
3. Whose son was Theseus?
4. What instructions did Poseidon send to Theseus?
The Road:
5. List the four men Theseus meets on the path, what they were armed with, and
how he defeated them.

Athens:
6. What happened to the Tributes sent to Crete?
Crete:
7. What argument did Theseus make to King Minos to end the tribute?
8. What happened when Theseus encountered the Minotaur?
9. What did Theseus forget to do and what was the result?
Atalanta:
1. What happened to Atalanta when she was born?
2. How did Meleager meet Atalanta?
3. Why did Artemis grow angry? What did she do in response?
The Hunt:
4. How did Atalanta and Meleager kill the boar?
5. What was the dispute between Meleager and his uncles? What did Meleager do
them?
6. What was Althaea’s response?
7. How was Atalanta reunited with her father?
The Race:
8. What deal did Atalanta make with her father regarding suitors?
9. Which goddess help Hippomenes and how?
10. How did Atalanta respond to each of the dropped apples?
Nature Myths
Prometheus (pgs. 55-58) Explains:_________________________
1. Why does Prometheus say man is unhappy?
2. How would Zeus be threatened if man receives fire?
3. How did Prometheus defy Zeus and what did he give to man?
4. How did Zeus punish Prometheus?
Pandora (pgs. 59-62) Explains:____________________________
1. The gods gave gifts to Pandora. List the god and goddess and the gift they gave.
2. What does Pandora mean?
3. What reasons does Pandora give to justify her disobedience to Hermes request?
4. How did Pandora try to resist the temptation to open the box?
5. What did the creatures that escaped from the box symbolize?
6. What is the name of the creature did not escape, and what does it symbolize?

Phaethon (pgs. 63-73) Explains:___________________________
1. Who is Phaethon’s father?
2. What lie did he tell?
3. What important instructions does Apollo give to Phaethon before he begins his
journey?
4. Why does Phaethon disobey his father’s instructions?
5. What happens to the earth as a result of his disobedience?
Orpheus (pgs. 74-83) Explains:____________________________
1. Who was Orpheus and what was special about him?
2. Why did people gossip about Orpheus and his new bride, Eurydice?
3. Who is responsible for the death of Eurydice and how did she die?
4. How did Orpheus soften Hades’ heart?
5. What was the leniency Hades gave to Orpheus?
6. What causes Orpheus to doubt himself and Hades?
7. How can we trust our God, the One True, Living God? Look up a scripture to
prove your point.
Narcissus and Echo (pgs. 84-90) Explains:_________________
1. What favor did Aphrodite offer Echo?
2. Why did the boy have such a high opinion of himself?
3. How did Echo trick Hera and how did Hera punish Echo?
4. How did Aphrodite help Echo?
5. Why couldn’t Narcissus find a proper mate?
6. Whose face did Narcissus see in the stream? Whose voice did he hear?
Eros and Psyche (pgs. 91-101) Explains:____________________
1. How did Aphrodite’s plan backfire?
2. What does the oracle say about Psyche?
3. What caused Psyche to become fearful and jealous?
4. Why did Eros leave her?
5. Why did all her love vanish?
6. What rumors spread about Psyche from that point forward?
Arion (pgs. 102-105) Explains:_____________________________
1. Who is his father?
2. Who taught him to play the lyre?
3. What prophecy was made about him?
4. How did Arion escape the ship?
5. How did Arion entrap the captain and his crew?
6. Where does Arion eternally dwell?
7. Which animal is always at his side? Why is this so?

English 10 Summer Reading
This summer, you will read The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. The Screwtape Letters is laid
out as a series of letters from Screwtape, a senior demon, to his nephew Wormwood, a junior
demon. Screwtape attempts to mentor and advise Wormwood on how to be a “good demon” and
win the soul of his “patient.” The letters are short, but they are packed full of meaning and
relevance. You will complete the reading guide questions to help you dig deeper into this text. Please
complete the questions on a separate document (This can be typed or handwritten), and answer in
complete sentences. There are thirty-one letters in the book, so you will be in good shape if you pace
yourselves and read/answer guide questions for 3 to 5 letters per week this summer. C.S. Lewis has
a very academic, formal style. There will be some things in here that you don’t understand right off
the bat, but THAT’S OKAY. Grab that dictionary, and figure out what he’s saying. It won’t hurt
you one bit, I promise.
You will be expected to turn in your completed reading guide on the first full day of school.

It is my hope that you will gain both spiritual and practical insight from this summer’s assignment! I
look forward to taking on World Literature with you in August!

Honors English 10 Summer Reading
This summer, you will be reading two short (yes, I said short) novellas.
First, you will read The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. The Screwtape Letters is laid out as a
series of letters from Screwtape, a senior demon, to his nephew Wormwood, a junior demon.
Screwtape attempts to mentor and advise Wormwood on how to be a “good demon” and win the
soul of his “patient.” The letters are short, but they are packed full of meaning and relevance. You
will complete the reading guide questions to help you dig deeper into this text. Please complete the
questions on a separate document (This can be typed or handwritten), and answer in complete
sentences. There are thirty-one letters in the book, so you will be in good shape if you pace
yourselves and read/answer guide questions for 3 to 5 letters per week this summer. C.S. Lewis has
a very academic, formal style. There will be some things in here that you don’t understand right off
the bat, but THAT’S OKAY. Grab that dictionary, and figure out what he’s saying. It won’t hurt
you one bit, I promise. You will be expected to turn in your completed reading guide on the first full
day of school.
Second, you will be reading The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka. Your book has other writings in it;
you are not reading everything in the Kafka book. You will only read pages 3-55. There is no reading
guide for The Metamorphosis because you will be writing a short paper linking it to The Screwtape
Letters. This paper will not be due until the second week of school, BUT I want you to think about
the spiritual truths you uncovered while reading Screwtape as you read The Metamorphosis.
Kafka’s story is dark and uncomfortable. What connection(s) do you see between the things Lewis
examines in The Screwtape Letters, and the dark concepts Kafka touches in The Metamorphosis?
It is my hope that you will gain both spiritual and practical insight from this summer’s assignment! I
look forward to taking on World Literature with you in August!

The Screwtape Letters
Summer Reading Questions
Letter 1: Reason and Reality
1. In what way does Screwtape say that Wormwood is being naive?
2. What is Screwtape’s explanation of why Wormwood should avoid reliance on “argument”?
3. What is the connection between “thinking and doing,” and how does this impact our daily lives?
4. Screwtape claims that people “having a dozen incompatible philosophies dancing together
inside their head.” What specifically does he credit for this? What do you think the other
“weapons” are today? How can they be used to destroy argument?
5. If, according to Screwtape, people are not persuaded by what is true or false, what does he say
people are concerned with? Why do people believe what they believe?
6. Read Hebrews 2:14-18. What is the “abominable advantage” God has over Satan? How should
this encourage us in our Christian walk?
7. Why does Screwtape share the story about the atheist in the museum? How can Satan use
common distractions to create detours in the course of our daily lives?
8. Why would Screwtape advise Wormwood to “keep pressing home on him the ordinariness of
things”? What “comfort zones” do we need to be cautious of in our own Christianity?
Letter 2: Distracting the Christian Mind
1. What does Screwtape mean when he says, “There’s no need to despair. Hundreds of these adult
converts have been reclaimed after a brief sojourn in the Enemy’s camp and are now with us”?
2. What does Screwtape mean when he suggests, “All the habits of the patient, both mental and
bodily, are still in our favor”?
3. Screwtape claims, “One of our great allies at present is the Church itself.” What strategies
might tempters employ with new Christians to create dissatisfaction with the church?
4. Screwtape tells Wormwood to keep the patient focused on the visible church. St. Augustine
wrote that there is a “visible” and “invisible” church in Christianity. How would you describe
these two churches, and why is it important to keep the patient fixed on the “visible”?
5. Screwtape claims the patient “has an idea of ‘Christians’ in his mind, which he supposes to be
spiritual but which is, in fact, largely pictorial.” What romanticized view of Christianity might a
new believer have?
6. Screwtape speaks of the patient’s inevitable disappointment “during his first few weeks as a
churchman.” For what purpose might God allow disappointment to occur at this point in a
Christian’s walk?
Letter 3: Relationships
1. Read Romans 12:2 and I Timothy 4:16. How is God working “from the center outward” to
transform our conduct to his standard?
2. What is the first method of temptation that Screwtape suggests using on the patient?
3. Read John 14:15, I John 5:3, and Ephesians 6:6. Screwtape says the patient thinks “his conversion
is something inside him.” What is conversion if it’s more than just a commitment to a heart
change?
4. What is the second method of temptation that Screwtape suggests using on the patient?
5. What methods does Screwtape suggest Wormwood employ to render the patient’s prayers for
his mother ineffective? What are the two advantages that Screwtape says will occur by
employing this method?

The Screwtape Letters
Summer Reading Questions
6.

What are the third and fourth methods of temptation that Screwtape suggest using on the
patient?
7. What is the “double-standard” Screwtape encourages between the patient and his mother?
Letter 4: Sincere Prayer
1. Screwtape encourages Wormwood to keep his patient from praying altogether. How does this
contrast to God’s direction in the following verses: Luke 18:1; Colossians 4:2; I Thessalonians
5:16-18?
2. What is being referenced in the comment about the “parrot-like nature” of prayers?
3. Read Matthew 6:5-9. How would Jesus respond to “parrot-like prayer”?
4. What is the difference between producing in ourselves “a vaguely devotional mood in which real
concentration of will and intelligence have no part” as opposed to what Screwtape refers to as a
“prayer of silence” that is used by those very advanced in the Enemy’s service?
5. Read John 4:24. What sort of balance must take place between our emotions (or spontaneous
prayer) and more formal prayers like what we find in the Disciple’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-15.
6. Screwtape likes imaginary pictures of God as a focus for prayer? Why?
7. Why does Screwtape say that we do not desire the “real nakedness of the soul” as much as we
suppose?
8. What does God say in Ecclesiastes 5:4 about making bold claims in our prayer life?
Letter 5: War
1. What is Screwtape’s attitude toward war? Does it surprise you?
2. What is the “real business” that Wormwood is to be about? Provide examples of how our faith is
diabolically assaulted and the development of our virtues is hindered?
3. Why does Screwtape say that it does not make any difference whether Wormwood’s patient is
“an extreme patriot or an ardent pacifist”?
4. What is the “blockade” that God is imposing on Screwtape and other demons?
5. Read Romans 5:3-5; I Peter 5:10; and James 1:2-4. How does God use suffering in the life of a
Christian?
6. From Screwtape’s perspective, why is it better if humans die in a nursing home rather than a
war?
7. What does Screwtape mean when he says, “A faith which is destroyed by a war or a pestilence
cannot really have been worth the trouble of destroying”?
Letter 6: Focus
1. What does Screwtape mean when he writes, “It is your business to see that the patient never
thinks of the present fear as his appointed cross, but only of the things he is afraid of ”? Read
Luke 9:23. What does it mean to pick up your cross daily and follow Christ?
2. Why does Screwtape encourage Wormwood to divert the patient’s mind “from the thing feared
to fear itself ”?
3. What is this “general rule” Screwtape is referring to? How can Satan use this strategy in our
prayer life?
4. Why does Screwtape write that getting people to hate distant enemies is disappointing? Why is
it easier to hate those who are close and to be charitable toward those who are far away?

The Screwtape Letters
Summer Reading Questions
5.

How does Screwtape suggest getting the patient to the point where his malice is real and his
benevolence is imaginary?
6. What does Screwtape mean when he insists that Wormwood “must keep on shoving all the
virtues outward til they are finally located in the circle of fantasy, and all the desirable qualities
inward toward the Will”?
Letter 7: Extremism
1. According to Screwtape, what is the “cruel dilemma” demons face in deciding whether or not to
make their existence known to man?
2. Do comic figures of benign illustrations of “devils” assist in the work of Screwtape and
Wormwood? How does the media inhibit our belief in demons and spirits?
3. What does Screwtape claim is a devil’s “perfect work”?
4. How does Screwtape explain to Wormwood the scheme behind deciding whether to lull people
to complacency or to inflame them into extremism?
5. What is Screwtape’s advice to Wormwood regarding how he should decide whether to push
extreme patriotism or pacifism?
6. Screwtape encourages Wormwood to take the patient’s passion (the “Cause”) and make it part
of his faith so that it appears as though he is sacrificing for the “Cause.” As Christians, what can
we learn from this?
7. What does Ecclesiastes 7:18-20 say about avoiding extremes?
Letter 8: Troughs and Peaks
1. How does Screwtape explain the law of Undulation? How do you tend to respond to the ups
and downs of your spiritual journey?
2. Explain Screwtape’s assessment of human nature as “amphibians.”
3. Read James 1:2-4 and Romans 5:3. Why does God rely on the troughs or trials even more than
on the peaks in our lives?
4. Humans are primarily
to Screwtape and his workers for the
purpose of
the human’s will into theirs.
5. Explain how Ephesians 4:22-24 supports Screwtape’s argument that God wants to fill the
universe with little replicas of Himself.
6. The definition of ravish is to seize and carry off by force. The definition of woo is to try to gain the love
of someone. What does Screwtape mean by saying God “cannot ravish. He can only woo.”
7. What does Screwtape mean by “He cannot ‘tempt’ to virtue as we do to ‘vice’”?
8. Screwtape says that his cause is never more in danger than when someone “no longer desiring,
but still intending, to do [God’s] will, looks round upon a universe from which every trace of
Him seems to have vanished, and asks why he has been forsaken, and still obeys.” If we possess
this attitude, what statement does this make about our view of God?
Letter 9: Pleasures
1. What does Screwtape mean by, “Never forget that when we are dealing with any pleasure in its
healthy and normal and satisfying form, we are, in a sense on the Enemy’s ground”? What does
Screwtape suggest to Wormwood?

The Screwtape Letters
Summer Reading Questions
2. What does Screwtape imply about temptation when he says, “An ever increasing craving for an
ever diminishing pleasure is the formula”? What is God’s solution as found in I Corinthians
10:13-14?
3. What is another way Screwtape suggests exploiting the dry spell that the patient is going
through?
4. Screwtape said, “A moderated religion is as good for us as no religion at all.” How does
Revelations 3:15-16 support this?
5. What is another option that Screwtape mentions as a means to exploit the patient during his dry
spell?
6. How does introducing “phases” into our thoughts work to Satan’s advantage?
Letter 10: Bad Friends
1. How does Screwtape describe the middle-aged married couple that has just come into the
patient’s life?
2. How could all of these social sets become a snare for a Christian, especially a new Christian?
What social sets are snares for you?
3. What does Screwtape mean by saying “All mortals tend to turn into the thing they are
pretending to be”?
4. What do 3 John 1:11, 1 Corinthians 11:1, and Philippians 2:5 say about how we guard ourselves
against compromising our faith?
5. Screwtape says that he sees a lot of modern Christian writings about Mammon (the worship of
material wealth and greed) but little about worldly vanities, choice of friends, and the value of
time. What does Screwtape give as the reason for that?
6. What does 1 John 2:15-17 say about how Christians are to be separate from the world?
7. What three tactics does Screwtape advise Wormwood to employ once the patient realizes that
his faith and friends do not match up?
Letter 11: Laughter
1. How can someone “progress quietly and comfortably” towards Hell without ever committing
any “spectacular crimes”?
2. List and describe the four causes of laughter.
3. Screwtape says he does not know the real cause of Joy. Read Romans 15:13 and Psalms 28:7. What
does the Bible say about the source of Joy?
4. Why is Screwtape not a fan of fun? What is the only benefit of fun that Screwtape can see?
5. How can humor be an “invaluable means of destroying shame”?
6. Flippancy is defined as a lack of respect or seriousness; frivolousness esp. when it comes to grave or serious
matters. How does a “habit of flippancy build up around someone as an armor-plating against
God”?
7. Read Psalm 19:14. How might this verse change the way we approach conversations, television,
music, and the movies we consume?
Letter 12: Nothing
1. Why is it to Satan’s advantage to get us to believe that all of our choices are “trivial and
revocable”?
2. How can the mere habit of church attendance be a snare to our spiritual life?

The Screwtape Letters
Summer Reading Questions
3.

Screwtape said that having a “vague, uneasy feeling that we are not doing well” is better for the
devils than humans recognizing clearly sinful behavior. Why does Screwtape say this?
4. As the patient continues on a downward spiral, Screwtape says that “the uneasiness and his
reluctance to face it” will “cut him off more and more from all real happiness.” Do you think the
patient’s avoidance of Christians and Christian activities could be a symptom of Depression?
Why or Why Not?
5. Screwtape says, “It does not matter how small the sins are, provided that their cumulative effect
is to edge the man away from the Light and out into the Nothing.” Why doesn’t it matter how
small the sins are?
6. Compare Matthew 7:13-14 with the “safest road to Hell” that Screwtape describes.
Letter 13: Personal Pleasure
1. What is the “asphyxiating cloud” that Screwtape is referring to? Read 2 Timothy 1:14 and 1
John 5:18. How do these verses support Wormwood’s inability to attack his patient?
2. What does Screwtape say about the dangers of real Pain and Pleasure?
3. Screwtape says that Wormwood has failed to employ either Romantic or Worldly methods of
temptation. Describe each of these methods.
4. In Romans 12:2, what instruction does Paul provide for protecting ourselves against a culture
that is trying to sell us “vanity, bustle, irony, and expensive tedium as pleasures”?
5. What is the difference in the ways in which God and Satan want to detach people from
themselves?
6. Why would Screwtape want to eradicate simple pleasures like “enjoying country crickets or
collecting stamps or drinking cocoa” from our lives? What are some examples of innocent
pleasures that if you stopped enjoying, might weaken your will?
7. Now that Wormwood’s patient has experienced these simple pleasures, what does Screwtape say
is the next thing to do?
8. What does Screwtape mean by “The more often he feels without acting, the less he will be able
to act, and, in the long run, the less he will be able to feel”?
Letter 14: Humility
1. Screwtape says he likes it when people make “confident resolutions” at their conversion
experience. What confident resolutions might new Christians make that might change as they
become more mature Christians?
2. What does Screwtape mean by “All virtues are less formidable to us once the man is aware that
he has them”? What is the danger in making man aware of his virtues?
3. Why does Screwtape instruct Wormwood to confuse humility with low opinion?
4. How does Romans 12:15 support the idea “that he [the patient] can rejoice in his own talents as
frankly and gratefully as in his neighbor’s talents”?
5. According to Ephesians 4:2, what is the type of humility that God wants from us? Where does
humility begin according to Mark 12:30-31?
6. How does God counteract Satan’s strategy of trying to instill vainglory or false modesty into
the patient?
Letter 15: Past, Present, Future, and Eternity
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What fears of the future distract you most in your daily life? What is your line of defense when
Satan starts attacking you with those fears?
2. According to Screwtape, what are two things that God wants us to attend to and why?
3. Screwtape says, “For the present is the point at which time touches eternity.” Why is living in
the present - in contrast to past or future expectations - most like eternity?
4. Why does Screwtape says that it is far better to live in the future than in the past?
5. What do Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:25-34 tell us about our preoccupation with the future?
6. God wants man to think about the future “just so much as is necessary for now planning the acts
of justice or charity which will probably be their duty tomorrow.” What does Satan want man to
think about the future?
Letter 16: Churches
1. What is it about “church hopping” that can be destructive to a person’s faith? What does 2
Timothy 4:3-5 say about the importance of finding a Biblically-based church home?
2. Identify the two reasons Screwtape says it is important to encourage the patient to church hop?
3. Identify and describe the two churches that Screwtape advises Wormwood to introduce to the
man.
4. What is Screwtape’s definition of a “party church”?
5. According to Screwtape, what is the “real fun” in creating factions between churches? How do
you see this playing out among churches today, and what is the real danger?
6. What is Paul’s counsel to us in Romans 14:19-21?
Letter 17: Gluttony
1. What is the difference between the Gluttony of Excess and the Gluttony of Delicacy?
2. What behaviors and characteristics of the patient’s mother identify her as a good example of the
Gluttony of Delicacy?
3. Read 1 Corinthians 9: 24-27. What is Paul telling us about how to maintain self-control?
4. Screwtape’s representation of the inner operation of demons is described as “quiet, unobtrusive
work.” Why is this disturbing? What is the danger in a demon rushing the process with the
patient’s mother?
5. How does Glubose counteract the Spirit’s promptings on the mother when He suggests that
perhaps “she is too interested in food”?
Letter 18: Love and Marriage
1. Screwtape says he wants people to think that “being in love is the only respectable grounds for
marriage,” and when those feelings fade, the marriage is “no longer binding.” If marriage
should not be based on feelings of being in love, what should it be based on?
2. Hell finds very useful the idea of “falling in love.” What problems do you think can arise when a
couple gives in to the transient feelings of “being in love”?
3. Read Ephesians 5:21-33. What does this passage tell us about the quality of love that husbands
and wives are to have for one another?
4. Why does Screwtape compare the philosophy of Hell to that of a competition?
5. Screwtape says that God’s philosophy contradicts that of Satan’s. Explain.
Letter 19: Using Love

The Screwtape Letters
Summer Reading Questions
1.

Read Genesis 1:27 and John 3:16. According to these verses, why do you think God loves the
world, and how does he show His love?
2. From Screwtape’s perspective, what was the “chief cause of our Father’s quarrel with the
Enemy”? What does Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-19 say about this “quarrel”?
3. What is Screwtape’s response to Wormwood on whether he “regards being in love as a desirable
state for a human or not”?
4. Describe the Arrogant Man and the Emotional Man.
5. How is Wormwood to steer his patient in regard to marriage? Read 2 Corinthians 6:14. What
does it mean to be unequally yoked in marriage? How does 1 Corinthians 7:12-13 instruct us to
handle this matter?
Letter 20: Sexual Taste
1. Screwtape chastises Wormwood for directly attacking the patient’s chastity. Through this
attack, what “dangerous truth” did the patient learn about sexual temptation?
2. According to Screwtape, temptation loses its power once God intervenes. What does 1
Corinthians 10:13 say regarding temptation? Why do you think God allows temptations?
3. What is the difference between chastity and abstinence?
4. What does Screwtape say is a demon’s best weapon regarding temptation?
5. Read 1 Corinthians 6:15-20. What does this passage tell us about the effects of sexual sin?
Letter 21: Entitlement
1. Why would Screwtape suggest a strategy that involves darkening the patient’s intellect prior to
moral attack?
2. What does Screwtape mean when he talks about people making claims on their own lives? How
do you respond when your plans are interrupted? Why is it hard for us to accept that claims over
our lives are not ours to make?
3. Read Mark 5:21-34. How did Jesus handle these unplanned intrusions on His time?
4. Screwtape manages to go from ownership of “my boot,” to “my dog,” to “my wife,” and
eventually to “my God.” How can this tendency toward possession be related to the sin of pride
and idolatry?
5. Why does Screwtape say the word “Mine” cannot be uttered by a human being about anything?
Letter 22: The Christian Life
1. How does Screwtape describe the patient’s newfound love? Provide as many descriptors as you
can find. Why is he so frustrated by her?
2. Why does Screwtape refer to God as a “hedonist at heart (A hedonist is one who believes the pursuit of
pleasure is the most important thing in life).?
3. What pleasures does Screwtape mention that humans can do “all day long without His minding
in the least”? In today’s culture, how do tempters twist pleasures?
4. Why does Screwtape describe the woman’s family and home as having an infectious stink? Why
does Screwtape say this is the type of house that “[the patient] ought to have never entered”?
Describe in your own words the experience of being around someone who is so transformed by
Christ that their presence makes you feel different?
5. Why do you think that Screwtape hates both music and silence? Read Psalm 46:10. What does
the passage say about the importance of silence?
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Why does Screwtape prefer noise? Think about the noise in your life. How can a noisy
environment dull our senses and hinder our abilities to make moral decisions?
Letter 23: The Historical Jesus
1. What types of attacks have Screwtape and Wormwood used up to this point. How is the new
strategy different? Why could this be the most dangerous strategy?
2. Read 2 Corinthians 11:12-15. What does Paul mean by “masquerading as an angel of light”?
Read Psalm 119:130. How can we discern which light is from God and which is from Satan?
3. Screwtape identifies four opportunities where tempters can be successful using the “historical
Jesus” theories. What are these opportunities, and how does each help Screwtape?
4. It is good for a Christian to be aware of social responsibilities, but why should we also be careful
in using Christianity as a means to obtain social justice?
Letter 24: Ignorance and Arrogance
1. Through correspondence with Slumtrimpet, the tempter in charge of the girl, what fault did
Screwtape find in the girl’s character? How does he suggest Wormwood take this minor flaw in
the girl and use it against the man?
2. Read Philippians 2:3. What is Paul’s direction about pride in the presence of others, especially
non-Christians?
3. In addition to the man being in love with the girl, why else does Screwtape believe he is
susceptible to spiritual pride?
4. Why does Screwtape consider spiritual pride to be “the strongest and most beautiful of the
vices”? Read Luke 18:9-14. How did Jesus confront such pride in this parable?
Letter 25: The Same Old Thing
1. Screwtape is uneasy with the patient’s new friends and describes them as being “merely
Christian.” What does he mean by “merely Christian”? Why would he be concerned?
2. How can the restlessness associated with “the same old thing” impact and influence our lives.
Change may bring temporary satisfaction, but what do we do when the novelty wears off?
3. What is the connection Screwtape makes between gluttony and a desire for change?
4. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-11 and Philippians 4:11-13. What does Paul tell us about living with
contentment in these two passages? How is contentment ultimately a heart change?
5. What three questions does Screwtape not want men to ask about issues and decisions? What
questions would he rather men ask?
Letter 26: Unselfishness
1. Screwtape says that “courtship is the time for sowing those seeds which will grow up ten years
later into domestic hatred.” What are some things that couples might do for each other during
courtship that they fail to do in marriage?
2. Why would Screwtape want the patient and the girl to be deceived into thinking that any
problem they will encounter can be solved simply because they are in love?
3. Read Song of Solomon 1:1-4 and Romans 5:8. What is the difference between eros and agape
love?
4. What is the difference between unselfishness and charity? Why would Screwtape want to
substitute one for the other?
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Why does Screwtape not want the couple to notice that “love is not enough, that charity is
needed and not yet achieved and that no external law can supply its place”? What does Luke 6:35
tell us about loving our enemies?
Letter 27: Answers
1. According to Screwtape, what can happen when distractions or sins surface during prayer? What
specifically should Wormwood do when this happens?
2. Read Matthew 6:5-6. What does Jesus say about the “false spirituality” of the Pharisees’
prayers? Why would the Devil want to encourage a sense of “false spirituality” rather than
letting you petition God with sincere prayers and questions?
3. What tactics does Screwtape recommend to steer the patient away from prayer?
4. Describe Screwtape’s “Heads, I win; Tails, you lose” argument. How can being too focused on
the results of prayer hurt our prayer life?
5. Read Revelations 22:13. What is the human perspective of time? According to this verse, what is
the perspective of time for God? How should this impact your prayer life?
Letter 28: Perseverance
1. Why does Screwtape want to avoid the patient’s death at this point in his life?
2. Wormwood assumed the war would have a negative effect on the patient’s spiritual life, but it
has actually proven to be the opposite. How so?
3. What advantages does Screwtape foresee for the man’s middle-age years?
4. Read 2 Timothy 4:7 and Philippians 3:12-16. What does the Bible say about finishing well?
5. Screwtape says that while we are young, it is hard to keep humans ignorant of religion because
of the fascination with music, poetry, love, songbirds, or a sunset. In contrast, as we grow older,
what does Screwtape say we steadily apply ourselves toward? Do you agree?
Letter 29: Cowardice
1. What is the one thing that Hell’s Research Department has not been able to produce. Why are
they incapable of doing so? How does knowing that tempters have limitation impact you
spiritual life?
2. Screwtape says, “Hatred is best combined with Fear,” and “Hatred has its pleasures.” How does
Screwtape link hatred to fear?
3. Read Psalm 27:1, 1 John 4:18, 2 Timothy 1:7. What do these scriptures say about fear?
4. Read Matthew 16:25. What does Jesus say about the courage necessary to follow him?
5. What does Screwtape mean by “the emotion of fear is, in itself, no sin and, though we enjoy it,
does us no good”?
Letter 30: Fatigue
1. Read Luke 21: 12-19. Compare the difference in the way Satan treats his demons to the way God
treats His disciples. What is the relationship based on?
2. What does Screwtape say that fatigue and unexpected demands can produce? Describe a time
when a “sense of disappointment” turned into a “sense of injury” in your own life.
3. To produce the best results from fatigue, Screwtape says he needs to feed the man false hopes.
What false hopes does Screwtape want Wormwood to feed to the man? How can false hopes be
a danger to us in our Christian walk?
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4. Screwtape admits that demons are comforted when they see us blow up in anger. Read Romans
5:3-5. What spiritual principle do we need to produce when we are fatigued and angered? Why is
it important?
5. According to Screwtape, if a demon cannot make an intellectual attack on a patient’s faith, what
should he attack? Why is an emotional battle often an easier way for Satan to attack than an
intellectual battle - especially when a man is fatigued?
Letter 31: The Other Side
1. What ultimately happens to the patient?
2. Screwtape suggests that the patient got off relatively easy. Why?
3. Read Job 19:25-27 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-57. What do these verses say about our experiences
with death?
4. Screwtape says to Wormwood, “As he saw you, he also saw Them.” Who is “Them” and how
does the patient respond to “Them”?
5. How was being in the presence of God different for both the man and Wormwood?
6. Since the beginning of the book, Screwtape has signed each of his letters as “Your affectionate
uncle.” Why does he sign off his last letter with “Your increasingly and ravenously affectionate
uncle”?

May 2021
TO: RISING ENGLISH 11 STUDENTS
FROM: MRS. LANDS
RE: SUMMER READING
Dear students:
Welcome to English 11, the study of American literature. I look forward to meeting all of you in
August as we begin a journey to study fiction and nonfiction works of American authors who tell
the story of our country’s history through literature.
To prepare you for this journey, you have a summer reading assignment to keep your minds
engaged and to help you understand “The American Dream” and what it means to be an
American. The book is set in New York during a time in American history known as the
“Roaring 20s.”
As you read this book, picture yourself as in a time in American history when the economy was
booming, optimism was the mood of the day and cultural norms were being challenged. Movie
theaters and radios in every home were commonplace. The sky was the limit for those willing to
work hard and achieve a life they always dreamed of. Glitz and glamor were the bywords of the
day, and the sky was the limit. In this book, author F. Scott Fitzgerald is a harbinger of more
difficult days ahead.
The enclosed study guide includes chapter-by-chapter questions to answer as you read. I
encourage you to answer these AS YOU READ and not wait until finishing the book.
You will submit your hand-written answers to the study guide on the first full day of class. Please
write legibly, and feel free to use extra paper if needed. If you do use extra paper, please attach it
to your study guide before turning it in. Also on the first day, there will be a short assessment on
the book that will cover major elements of the plot and theme. Since the first two major grades
for the first quarter will be based on this book, I suggest you read carefully and thoughtfully.
If you have questions about the assignment or the book, you may email me at
klands@gastonchristian.org. Again, I look forward to meeting you this fall.

SUMMER READING GUIDE - THE GREAT GATSBY
CHAPTER 1 REVIEW QUESTIONS - THE GREAT GATSBY
1. What was the advice given to Nick by his father? How, do you suppose, this
makes him a good person to tell this story?
2. What is Nick’s social class/background? How did his family make its money?

3. When Nick returns from the war, why does he decide to go East?

4. How is West Egg different from East Egg?

5. Before meeting him, what does Nick tell us about Tom Buchanan?

6. If you were going to pick one color to connect withDaisy Buchanan, what color
would it be? Explain your reasoning.

7. We find out that Tom has “some woman in New York.”
What unflattering feature of Jordan Baker’s personality is revealed in this scene?

8. What’s the name of the book that Tom wants to discuss at dinner? What does
this book’s content show us about Tom?
9. What is the reader left to think about Daisy’s emotional state and her
relationship with Tom?

10. Who is Jordan Baker? What has Nick heard about her?

11. At the end of this chapter, Nick sees Gatsby on the lawn and is about to call to
him and introduce himself, but he does not. What stops Nick? What does Gatsby’s
“trembling” suggest?

12. The green light that Gatsby is staring at will become an important symbol in the
book. What symbolic associations do you associate with the color green?

CHAPTER 2
1. The description of the “valley of ashes” opens this chapter. Literally, what is the
valley of ashes? What might it represent on a symbolic level?
2. Compare and contrast George Wilson and Tom Buchanan. Then, compare and
contrast Myrtle Wilson and Daisy Buchanan.

3. How do we know that Myrtle Wilson is not an intellectual?

4. Notice how often and in what context Doctor Eckleburg’s eyes are mentioned.
Symbolically, what might those eyes on that billboard represent?

5. What’s up with the puppy? Why do you suppose Fitzgerald included it as an
element in this chapter?

6. Do you think Tom will leave Daisy for Myrtle? Support Your answer.

CHAPTER 3
1. Nick describes the people who attend Gatsby’s parties and says “that once
there, the guests conducted themselves according to the rules of behavior
associated with amusement parks.” Given this, what can you conclude is Nick’s
opinion of Gatsby’s party guests?

2. Why does Jordan want to leave the group from East Egg? Why does Nick want
to leave the group?

3. Who is Owl-Eyes? What surprises him about Gatsby’s library? Why would this
impress him?

4. What unexpected common bond do Gatsby and Nick share?

5. Nick says, “I was looking at an elegant young roughneck...whose elaborate
formality of speech just missed being absurd. Some time before he introduced
himself I’d got a strong impression that he was picking The Great Gatsby, Ch. 3 his
words with care.” What is Fitzgerald trying to convey here about Gatsby? How
should we feel about Gatsby here?

6. Why do you suppose that Jordan does not believe Gatsby when he says that he
had attended Oxford College in England?

7. In what ways is Gatsby’s behavior at his party quite unlike the behavior of most
of his guests?

8. Toward the end of the party, we have the unflattering description of husbands
and wives and also the drunk who has crashed his car. What is Fitzgerald’s deeper
message to us here? 9.9. Jordan declares to Nick that she “hates careless people.”
Explain the irony here?

CHAPTER 4
1. Looking through the list of party-goers, find and paraphrase at least three
pieces of evidence that the old money is in East Egg and the new money in West
Egg?

2. What is weird about Nick’s drive into New York with Gatsby? List at least three
things about Gatsby in this scene that strike you as odd

3. What two things does Nick see on/near the Queensboro Bridge that make him
think that Gatsby is, perhaps, telling the truth?

4. Who is Meyer Wolfsheim, and what do we know about him?

5. Gatsby disappears when which other character unexpectedly arrives at lunch?
Take a guess as to why Gatsby doesn’t want to see this character?

6. Jordan recalls the time in 1917 when she saw Gatsby and Daisy together. From
Jordan’s description, do you think Daisy was genuinely interested in Gatsby?

7. How does Daisy behave the night before her wedding? Why?

8. Who, do you suppose, sent the letter that caused Daisy to become so upset?
What do you think the letter may have said?

9. Nick says, “Then it had not been merely the stars to which he had aspired on
that June night” when Nick first spotted Gatsby reaching out across the bay.
What does Nick now realize about that night and about Gatsby’s real estate
purchase?

10. What’s happening between Nick and Jordan?

CHAPTER 5 QUESTIONS
1. What steps has Gatsby taken to ensure this reunion day is perfect?

2. What’s the weather like at the beginning of the chapter? Symbolically analyze
this element of the scene.

3. Why does Gatsby take Nick and Daisy the long away around his house to the
front door instead of just cutting through the back lawn?

4. When Nick asks Gatsby what business he is in, Gatsby responds, “That’s my
affair,” before he realizes that this is not an appropriate reply. Why does Gatsby
give that answer, and why is not it an appropriate reply?

5. Okay, let’s talk about that scene with the shirts. Obviously, Daisy’s not crying
because of the actual The Great Gatsby, Ch. 5 shirts. Analyze the passage and
explain what, exactly, has caused Daisy to become so emotional as she wraps
herself in all those shirts.

6. As the three of them look across the bay toward Daisy’s house, Nick tells us,
“Possibly it had occurred to him that the colossal significance of that light had now

vanished forever. Compared to that great distance that had separated him from
Daisy it had seemed very near to her, almost touching her. It had seemed as close
as a star to the moon. Now it was again a green light on a dock. His count of
enchanted objects had diminished by one.” First, explain what Fitzgerald means by
“the great distance” between Gatsby and Daisy. Then, explain the significance of
the fact that the green light is now just a light on a dock and that Gatsby’s “count
of enchanted objects had diminished by one.”

CHAPTER 6 QUESTIONS
1. In the first few pages of this chapter, we learn about Gatsby’s background.
When did James Gatz change his name to Jay Gatsby? Why did he leave college
after just two weeks?

2. Nick says, “So he [Gatsby] invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a
seventeen-year-old boy would be likely to invent, and to this conception he was
faithful to the end.” For James Gatz, what does he expect the future Jay Gatsby’s
life will be like? Specifically, at night, what sets James’ heart “in a constant,
turbulent” riot?

3. To young Gatz, what does Dan Cody’s yacht represent?

4. Why does Gatsby not get the $25,000 left to him in The Great Gatsby, Ch. 6
Cody’s will? What lesson did young Gatsby likely learn from this incident?

5. After crossing paths with Gatsby, Tom says, “I may be old-fashioned in my
ideas, but women run around too much these days to suit me.” What’s interesting
(and hypocritical) about this line?

6. What is Daisy’s opinion of Gatsby’s party?

7. While the reader can have easily predicted Daisy and Tom’s reactions to his
party, Gatsby cannot. Why not?

8. What is Nick’s view of repeating the past, and what is Gatsby’s opinion? Why is
Gatsby’s opinion unrealistic?

CHAPTER 7 QUESTIONS?
1. Why, do you suppose, Fitzgerald links the behavior of the characters to the
hottest day of the summer?

2. When Gatsby briefly meets Daisy’s little girl, he is somewhat unnerved.
Symbolically, what does the little girl represent?

3. What causes Tom to realize that his wife has been having an affair with Gatsby?

4. What does Gatsby understand about Daisy’s voice that Nick does not?

5. Describe the driving arrangement that brings the five characters into the city.

6. Why, do you suppose, Tom decides to let Wilson finally have the car he has been
promising him?

7. What indication is there at this point that, in Myrtle’s mind anyway, Tom has
been more than a fling?

8. Besides Myrtle’s, what other eyes “kept their vigil” on the activities along the
roadway?

9. As always, there is a grain of truth in what Gatsby says. In what sense is he an
Oxford man?

10. Daisy says that Tom is “revolting.” To what, can you imagine, is she referring?

11. Why does Daisy have a tough time saying, as Gatsby wishes, that she never
loved Tom?

12. Why is it so important to Gatsby that Daisy say she never loved Tom?

13. How has Gatsby earned most of his money, and what does Tom say that startles
Gatsby

14. What is Daisy’s reaction to this news?

15. Describe the hit-and-run scene.

16. Why does Tom make the point to Wilson that he just drove the coupe from
New York and the yellow car does not actually belong to him?

17. What indication is there that Tom really was fond of Myrtle?

18. What does the reader learn that Tom does not know?

19. What is the scene that Nick observes taking place?

20. Why does this scene suggest ill for Gatsby?

REVIEW QUESTIONS CHAPTER 8
1. Why was the young Gatsby drawn to Daisy?
2. What is the cause of the problem between Jordan and Nick?

3. In what context do Dr. Eckleburg’s eyes appear in this chapter?

4. When Wilson disappears for three hours, where do you guess he might have
gone? (You won’t know for certain until later.)

5. Gatsby asks the groundskeeper not to drain the pool. Why? In light of what
happens at the very end of this chapter, how is this exchange symbolically
meaningful?

6. How can Wilson’s actions at the end of this chapter be explained? 7. What were
Nick’s final significant words to Gatsby? Why is this a fitting goodbye?

REVIEW QUESTIONS CHAPTER 9

1. Why does Nick feel responsible for getting people to the funeral? Why do you
suppose Wolfsheim reacts the way he does?

2. What does young Jimmy Gatz’s daily schedule say about him?

3. Is Nick surprised that Daisy has not sent a message or flowers? Are you?

4. Nick’s fantastic dream involves El Greco figures. What is the dream, and what
might this dream represent in The Great Gatsby, Ch. 9 in regard to Nick’s present
feelings about the East?

5. What shocking piece of information does Nick receive in his chance meeting with
Tom? What is Nick’s final feeling about Tom and Daisy?

6. In the last four paragraphs, Nick makes the symbol of the green light very
concrete. What does the green light symbolize?

7. Keeping the last few paragraphs in mind, what does the last sentence in the
story mean?

AP English 11 Summer Reading
This summer, you will read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald and Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass by Frederick Douglass. While these works may seem completely different upon first
examination, I will ask you to think about what connects them.

The Great Gatsby is a short novel set during the Roaring Twenties that is filled with complexities and
tough questions. Gatsby is considered a masterpiece of American literature. As you read the story of Jay
Gatsby, I want you to think about the American Dream. Which characters seem to be struggling the most
with their own “American Dreams”? What is the cost of pursuing such dreams, and is it truly worth it in
the end?
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is a slave narrative that recounts the experiences of one of
America’s most famous African-American figures. This seems a far cry from the fictitious, golden world
of Gatsby and his star-studded parties; however, I want you to think creatively. If we believe in the merits
of the American Dream, what responsibilities do we have to all Americans? What was Douglass’s
American Dream? How does slavery complicate the narrative of the American Dream? Does slavery
negate the concept entirely?
Your reading of both pieces must be complete by the first full day of school. You will be using a
dialectical journal format to organize your reading of both texts. Please join Google Classroom to access
further details of the assignment. Our Classroom code is zufrplr (that’s a lowercase l and not a number 1.)
Failure to join Google Classroom in a timely manner will not be an acceptable excuse for not completing
the assignment. You will have a reading quiz on the first full day of school, and you will also be given a
writing assignment to complete within the first two weeks of school.

Gatsby is one of my favorite books, and Narrative is an incredibly poignant piece of literature. I truly
hope you enjoy reading these works and that you gain important insights from our study. I look forward
to exploring American literature with you next year! Please email me if you have any questions:
cwatson@gastonchristian.org.
- Mrs. Watson -

English 12 Summer Reading
This summer, you will read The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis
Stevenson. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a novella (short novel) that captivated
audiences upon its publication in 1886 and continues to draw readers into its mystery and darkness
today. You must join Google Classroom to access the reading guide for Jekyll & Hyde that you are
to complete over the summer. The code for Classroom is 6t35w7y. Please join Classroom ASAP so
that you can access the reading guide. You may print the guide out and complete it by hand, or you
may make your own copy in Google Docs and complete it digitally.
You will be expected to turn in your completed reading guide on the first full day of school.
We will work on completing a project that deals with the deeper themes of the novella during our
first two weeks of school.
I look forward to delving into British literature with you next year!
- Mrs. Watson -

AP English 12 Summer Reading
This summer, you will read selected chapters from How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C.
Foster. This text is extremely helpful in creating an awareness and an initial understanding of the skills
that you will need, use, and improve over the course of this class.
In an effort to make this text most helpful, you will not be required to read the book in its entirety
because certain chapters are either repetitive, taboo, or not relevant to our course of study next year.
You may read the entire book if you choose to do so, but you are only required to read and annotate
specific chapters. These copies are brand new, so please treat them with tender loving kindness.
In addition to reading and annotating the specified chapters by the first full day of school, you will each
be assigned one chapter upon which you will create a presentation. This presentation will be completed
and given to your classmates before the Labor Day holiday. In order to access the full details of the
assignment, you must join Google Classroom. Our Classroom code is hupktoe. Failure to join Classroom
in a timely manner will not be an acceptable excuse for failure to complete your assignment on time. I
will post all details of the assignment (chapters, annotation format, helpful tips, etc.) by the final week of
this semester.
I am looking forward to teaching each of you again next year! I am excited about what our exploration of
English Literature has in store! Please email me if you have any questions:
cwatson@gastonchristian.org.
- Mrs. Watson -

