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First Nations Summit encouraged by Provincial Budget 

 commitments on Children and Families 
 
Coast Salish Territory, Vancouver, British Columbia – Leaders of the First 
Nations Summit (FNS) are encouraged by the 2017 Provincial Budget, unveiled 
today by the Hon. Mike de Jong, Minister of Finance. FNS leadership is particularly 
pleased with the increased funding for Children and Families, $796M over three 
years, including $120M to address recommendations contained in Grand Chief Ed 
John’s recent report entitled “Indigenous Resilience, Connectedness and 
Reunification – from Root Causes to Root Solutions: A Report on Indigenous Child 
Welfare in British Columbia” which was recently supported and fully endorsed by 
resolution of the First Nations Summit Chiefs in Assembly.   
 
Quotes: 
 
Grand Chief Edward John, FNS Political Executive 
“I am pleased with the financial commitments contained in today’s provincial 
budget which dedicates critical financial resources to address the 85 
recommendations contained in my recent report and provide direct supports for 
Indigenous Children, Parents and Families.  While these financial resources are 
imperative to implementation of the report, we will not see the desired changes 
without strong and sustained leadership and action by Canada, BC and Indigenous 
parents and communities to get this work done”.  
 
“We must continue to work together to advance an understanding of the steps 
required to address the root causes of the existing problems within the child 
welfare system and work together to support root solutions necessary for change. 
At the end of the day, this is simply about the children and ensuring that they are 
on a path to growing up in safe, loving and culturally positive home environments 
which will ultimately create better opportunities for healthy and successful lives 
while maintaining a connectedness to their indigenous cultures and communities”.  
 
Cheryl Casimer, FNS Political Executive 
“Today’s budget commitments signify an important opportunity for a tripartite 
effort to reform the Indigenous child welfare system in BC.  Indigenous 
communities, as well as the governments of British Columbia and Canada, must 
work together to create better opportunities for our children to grow up in their 
family unit with community support”.   
 
The recent Ontario Superior Court decision clearly illustrated the harm that was 
done to Indigenous children under the 60’s Scoop. As Ontario Justice Edward 
Belobaba stated in his decision, “Great harm was done. … The ‘scooped’ children 
lost contact with their families. They lost their aboriginal language, culture and 
identity. Neither the children nor their foster or adoptive parents were given 
information about the children’s aboriginal heritage…”  It is incumbent upon all of 
us to collectively work together to fully support all Indigenous Nations’ inherent 
right to care for their children, a right protected by the Constitution of Canada and 
recognized by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”. 
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Robert Phillips, FNS Political Executive 
 
“While we recognize the importance of the financial commitments related to Aboriginal Child 
Welfare contained within today’s budget, we also recognize that these come on the eve of the 
May 2017 Provincial Election.  It is absolutely imperative that these commitments be non-
partisan in nature and that no matter what the outcome of the next election is, today’s 
commitments be considered a financial baseline for our collective efforts in reforming Aboriginal 
Child Welfare in BC”.  
 

-30- 
 
The First Nations Summit speaks on behalf of First Nations involved in treaty negotiations in 
British Columbia. The Summit is also a NGO in Special Consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations. Further background information on the Summit may be 
found at www.fns.bc.ca.  
 
 
For further information: Colin Braker, Communications Director, FNS  
Phone: 604-926-9903 

 
 

Background on Grand Chief Ed John’s report 
 
Grand Chief Edward John was contracted in September 2015 as Special Advisor to Children and 
Family Development Minister Stephanie Cadieux, on Indigenous children in care, Permanency 
and Early years.  Grand Chief John presented his final report on November 21, 2016. 
 
The report contains 85 recommendations, divided into 10 Areas for Focused Action: 
 

 Direct Support for Indigenous Children, Parents and Families in all Indigenous 
Communities 

 Access to Justice and Child and Family Services 
 A New Fiscal Relationship – Investing in Patterns of Connectedness 
 Prevention Services – Keeping Families Connected 
 Re‐unification and Permanency Planning 
 Nurturing a Sense of Belonging and Prioritizing Culture and Language – Care Plans as a 

tool for building connectedness 
 Early Years – Early Investment in Establishing Patterns of Connectedness 
 Indigenous Peoples and Jurisdiction Over Child Welfare 
 The Existing Policy Framework – Shifting Towards Patterns of Connectedness 
 A National Strategy for Indigenous Child Welfare 

 
To download Grand Chief John’s full report and a summary of recommendations please visit 
www.fns.bc.ca.   

 
 


