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As We Gather 

Are you the type of person who has a plan for the day, the week, and the foreseeable future? Goals are made, 

tasks are determined, and time is set aside, all so things go “according to plan.” But what happens when things 

don’t go as we anticipate? What happens when a wrench is thrown in—when we realize the plans will not 

come to fruition? When Joseph was a young boy, we do not know what his plans were for his life ahead. We 

can be confident they did not include being sold into slavery by his brothers, his father believing him dead, 

spending time in an Egyptian prison after being falsely accused of a crime, being Pharaoh’s right-hand man 

over the land of Egypt, and saving the area lands from famine with food stored from a dream the Lord gave 

Pharoah. But they were part of the Lord’s plans in and through him. Though we will not follow the same plan 

as Joseph in our lives, whether our minor or major things go according to our plans, we take heart that God 

still has a plan for our lives. That plan begins, ends, and is found through Christ alone and in His cross to 

which we follow in this Lenten time and each day. 
 

435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 126 

P  1When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion,* 

 we were like | those who dream. 

C  2Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* 

 and our tongue with | shouts of joy; 

P  then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.”* 
3The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad. 

C  4Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* 

 like streams in the | Negeb! 

P  5Those who | sow in tears* 

 shall reap with | shouts of joy! 

C  6He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for | sowing,* 

shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his | sheaves with him. 
 

Sit 
 

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
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Reading Genesis 45:1–15 

L A reading from Genesis, chapter 45. 

 1Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out 

from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept aloud, so 

that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! 

Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 

brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because 

you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two 

years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before 

you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 

of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of 

all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, 

you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11There 

I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all 

that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that 

it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have 

seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and 

Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked 

with him. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 2 Corinthians 5:11–21 

L A reading from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5. 

 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope 

it is known also to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to 

boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what 

is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the 

love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 
15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died 

and was raised. 

 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 

according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 

to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 

not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we 

are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 

to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 

of God. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Luke 23:26–47 

L A reading from Luke, chapter 23. 

 26And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid 

on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women 

who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will 

say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the 

wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the 

place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
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save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 

offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 

us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 44It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45while the 

sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 

said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 47Now when the 

centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 231 

 

 
 

Sermon God Does Have a Plan 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 
 

 

 
 

934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 
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Text: Luke 1:46–55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 
 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and 

preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

 
 

436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Numbers. 
 

Church Council next meeting is April 10 at 8am.   
 

Lent Services will be April 6.  A light meal will be served at 6:30pm with Lenten Vespers at 7pm.  
 

Our combined Maundy Thursday/Good Friday service will be on April 14 at 6pm. 
 

Easter Sunday Breakfast will be at 8:30am on 17 April.  There will be no Sunday School that day. 
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