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As We Gather 

A guilty, heavy conscience can wreak havoc on a person and on a soul. As King David was inspired to write 

in a psalm, hearkening back to his time of sinful indiscretions bottled up inside, he says, “When I kept silent, 

my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long” (Psalm 32:3). It is what a guilty, unclean conscience 

can do. One can only imagine the state of most of Joseph’s brothers, who for nearly twenty years kept to 

themselves the treatment of their brother and the secrets and lies kept from their father, Jacob. Through this 

Genesis account and throughout Scripture, we are reminded again what can cleanse a conscience and give 

peace to a soul. Through repentance, confession, forgiveness, and the grace of God, we are affirmed through 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and a clean conscience and new life is had. 

 
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my 

transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter 

passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand 

acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to 

grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must 

leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 32 

P  1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 

 whose sin is | covered. 

C  2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 

 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 

P  3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 

 through my groaning | all day long. 

C  4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 

 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 

P  5I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

C  6Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 

surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not | reach him. 

P  7You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from | trouble;* 

 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

C  8I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;* 

 I will counsel you with my eye up- | on you. 

P  9Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,* 

 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay | near you. 

C  10Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,* 

 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the LORD. 

P  11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,* 

 and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart! 

 
Sit 
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610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 

Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Genesis 42:6–24 

P A reading from Genesis, chapter 42. 

 6Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s 

brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 7Joseph saw his brothers and 

recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he 

said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not 

recognize him. 9And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to them, “You 

are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land.” 10They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have 

come to buy food. 11We are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.” 

 12He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” 13And they said, “We, your 

servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day 

with our father, and one is no more.” 14But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you. You are spies. 15By this 

you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother comes 

here. 16Send one of you, and let him bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be 

tested, whether there is truth in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17And he put them all 

together in custody for three days. 

 18On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19if you are honest men, let 

one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and carry grain for the famine 

of your households, 20and bring your youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not 

die.” And they did so. 21Then they said to one another, “In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we 

saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon 

us.” 22And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now 

there comes a reckoning for his blood.” 23They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an 

interpreter between them. 24Then he turned away from them and wept. And he returned to them and spoke to 

them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 1 John 1 

P A reading from 1 John, chapter 1. 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and 

we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made 

manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are 

writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness 

at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
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Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we 

say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Matthew 11:27–30 

P A reading from Matthew, chapter 11. 

 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 

one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 231 

 

 
 

Sermon Chased by a Dirty Conscience 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 
 

 

 
 

934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 
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Text: Luke 1:46–55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only 

punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that 

we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You 

in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 



 

6 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

 
 

431 Not All the Blood of Beasts 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School is studying Genesis at 9am on Sunday mornings. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10am.  They are studying the Book of Numbers. 
 

Church Council next meeting is April 10 at 8am.   
 

Lent Services will be March 30, and April 6.  A light meal will be served at 6:30pm with Lenten Vespers 

at 7pm.  Look for the dinner sign-up sheets in the library. 
 

Our combined Maundy Thursday/Good Friday service will be on April 14 at 6pm. 
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