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Vespers 
 

As We Gather 

“And lead us not into temptation.” We pray this petition every time we pray the prayer our Lord taught us. 

Temptation around us is real, constant, and a continual danger to our lives on earth and our lives of faith. 

Joseph, already treated unfairly and residing in a distant land among the Egyptians, was not exempt to facing 

temptation. His reward for standing faithful and firm? More unfair treatment. Yet even amid imprisonment, he 

would remain faithful to the Lord, as his hope was kept in Him. As we face temptation each day, we also pray 

for the same steadfastness, knowing through it all that Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of faithfulness taking on, 

and perfectly resisting, every temptation for us. 
 

606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm Psalm 4 

P  Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me relief when I was | in distress.* 

 Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer! 

C  O men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame?* 

 How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies? 

P  But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself;* 

 the LORD hears when I | call to him. 

C  Be angry, and | do not sin;* 

 ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent. 

P  Offer right sacri- | fices,* 

 and put your trust | in the LORD. 

C  There are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?* 

 Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LORD!” 

P  You have put more joy | in my heart* 

 than they have when their grain and | wine abound. 

C  In peace I will both lie | down and sleep;* 

 for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety. 
 

Sit 
 

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
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Reading Genesis 39:1–21 

P A reading from Genesis, chapter 39. 

 1Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the 

guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2The LORD was 

with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3His master 

saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4So Joseph 

found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of 

all that he had. 5From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had the LORD 

blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and 

field. 6So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but 

the food he ate. 

 Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 7And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on 

Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my 

master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9He 

is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except yourself, because you 

are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 10And as she spoke to Joseph 

day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. 

 11But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was there in 

the house, 12she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand and 

fled and got out of the house. 13And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled 

out of the house, 14she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a 

Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15And as soon as 

he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the 

house.” 16Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17and she told him the same story, 

saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18But as 

soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.” 

 19As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated 

me,” his anger was kindled. 20And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the 

king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him 

steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Luke 22:31–51 

P A reading from Luke, chapter 22. 

 31“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32but I have 

prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 
33Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34Jesus said, “I tell you, 

Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 

 35And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack 

anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and 

likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you that this 

Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about 

me has its fulfillment.” 38And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” And he said to them, “It is 

enough.” 

 39And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 
40And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 41And he 

withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42saying, “Father, if you are willing, 

remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43And there appeared to him an 

angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45And when he rose from prayer, he came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray 

that you may not enter into temptation.” 

 47While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was 

leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of 

Man with a kiss?” 49And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall 
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we strike with the sword?” 50And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 
51But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 231 

 

 
 

Sermon Miracle of Miracles 
 

Stand 
 

Canticle 
 

 

 
 

934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 

 

 

 
Text: Luke 1:46–55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017219 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Stand 
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Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 
 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Lord Jesus Christ, as we journey with Joseph together in this Lenten season, help us to recognize the 

temptations around us, the snares of the evil one, and the strength You have come to bring. Point us in 

repentant faith to Your carrying of our sins upon Yourself to the cross, that we may rejoice in Your 

forgiveness and by faith remain steadfast all our days, for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
Stand 

 



 

6 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 

919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 

 

 
 

5 Abide with Your protection 

    Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 

    And overcome at length. 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 

    To reach our home above. 
Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements  

Church Council next meeting is March 20 at 8am.   
 

Lent Services will be March 16, 23, 30, and April 6.  A light meal will be served at 6:30pm with Lenten 

Vespers at 7pm.  Dinner sign-up sheets are in the library. 
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