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Divine Service, Setting One 

As We Gather 

Of all the animals that could have been used to portray humanity, does it feel strange to be called a sheep? 

After all, it is not the most honorable creature. There are no defense mechanisms to escape a predator, no 

intimidating roar, and limited ability to fend for one’s self when it comes to seeking nourishment, water, and 

safety. Yet these things reveal the point we are called to understand. It may not be good to be a sheep on our 

own, but it is great to be a sheep with a Good Shepherd to care for the flock. Jesus is our perfect shepherd 

who protects and defends, feeds and nourishes, leads and provides all we need in this body and life. Together 

as His flock, we are blessed to follow Him as by His Word and Means of Grace He leads us to streams of 

living water and paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

 
711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b 

P I am the good | shepherd.* 

 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the sheep. 

C The LORD is my | shepherd;* 

 I | shall not want. 

P He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 

 He leads me beside still | waters. 

C He re- | stores my soul.* 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 

 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

C You prepare a table before me in the presence of my | enemies;* 

 you anoint my head with oil; my cup | overflows. 

P Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,* 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P I am the good | shepherd.* 

 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the sheep. 

 



Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant 

us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each 

by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading Acts 4:1–12 

P The First Reading for the Fourth Sunday of Easter is from Acts, chapter 4. 

 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came 

upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection 

from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already 

evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five 

thousand. 

 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they 

had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, 



filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known 

to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that 

was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, 

for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 John 3:16–24 

P The Epistle is from 1 John, chapter 3. 

 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, 

how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20for whenever our 

heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not 

condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep 

his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of 

his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his 

commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom 

he has given us. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 10:11–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

 
P  11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is 

a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 

for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For 

this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 

again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 



709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P That the Good Shepherd of Israel, who has sought out His sheep and gathered us with them into one 

flock, would keep us always in His fold and guard us from every wolf and snare, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For the Church and flock of God, that as new life was breathed into the world through the resurrection 

of Christ, so now by His Holy Spirit new life would be breathed into her also; and that, freed by His 

Gospel, we may always confess the name of Jesus Christ — the only name given among men by which 

we must be saved, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For an increase in the love of Christian brothers one to another, especially within our own homes, that 

we may daily show our confidence in God by deed and truth, laying down our lives as Christ first did 

for us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the gift of good government, that as the Paschal Lamb has wrought peace between man and God, so 

He would grant peace and good days also to our citizens and between the nations of the world; and that 

we and all our neighbors may lead quiet lives in godly contentment, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P In thanksgiving for our risen Christ, the firstfruits from the dead, who has secured forgiveness for our 

troubled consciences, that He would also bless with temporal health those who suffer [especially 

_____________]; and that He would grant us aid not only in this moment, but even more so true, 

immortal health in the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us poor, miserable sinners and given 

Your beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend us from 

sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and helps in 

every affliction, we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him, heartily obey His 

voice and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Collect 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy 

Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 
 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
Announcements  

Adult Sunday School has returned to studying Genesis. 
 

The Flowers that beautify our altar this morning are given to God’s glory. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study is studying the Words of Life from the Cross on Wednesday morning at 10am. 
 

Church Council next meeting is May 16.   
 

The Texas District Convention is Jun 10-12 in San Marcos.  If you are interested in being a lay 

representative or nominating one, let Pastor Huston or Charlie Padon know. 
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