
Well church family, the day in which we reach another post-pandemic milestone is finally 

here:  the return of worship as we all knew and enjoyed it prior to any mention of Covid every 

crossed our newsfeeds.  At the session meeting following worship on May 30th, the Session 

unanimously and enthusiastically voted for the following, to begin this Sunday, June 6th: 

• In accordance with CDC and state guidelines, masks are no longer required if you are 

vaccinated, but you of course have the option to wear a mask as you see fit. 

• You are again free to sit wherever you would like.  There will be no more marked off 

pews to enforce social distancing. 

• Congregational singing will resume.  I know for many singing has been especially 

missed, so we are glad to be able to continue singing together as the people of God. 

• Offering plates will again be passed during the offering time. 

So basically, as I said, church will resume as it always was prior to March 2020.  This is the 

moment we have all been waiting for, and I enthusiastically welcome its return. 

But I also want to say a word about how we progress from here.  For some, given everything 

we have gone through in the last year, it may feel strange or foreign not to wear a mask around 

others.  It may be a little bit before others you once hugged regularly again feel comfortable with 

such contact.  And so hear me now:  that is ok.  No individual is any lesser or better for how 

quickly they reassimilate to these ways.  We are tasked to bear one another’s burdens in many 

ways, and I think this is one. 

I’m reminded of a situation that occurred in the Corinthian church.  There were people who 

felt like they could not eat meat sacrificed to idols, for they felt doing so would compromise their 

faith.  Others said that there was nothing wrong with eating this meat, since the idol wasn’t a real 

god to begin with.  The apostle Paul handled the situation in this way:  he acknowledged that 

there was no power to that idol and therefore there was nothing wrong with eating meat that had 

been sacrificed to an idol.  But, he said, for some, their attribution of power to the idol could 

make eating that meat problematic, and so for their sake, so as not to be a stumbling block to 

them, Paul would choose to abstain from eating that meat.  I think this is wise counsel for us 

here.  While the science supports the idea of being able to move forward in this way, for the 

vaccinated at least, there may be some who are slow to come along just yet.  So please, be patient 

and kind with your fellow brothers and sisters as we are all coming out of this long night.  Do not 

allow your own confidence in the return to normal become a stumbling block to another believer 

who may be more comfortable, for now at least, not shaking hands, not hugging, and continuing 

to wear a mask.  We will all get there in time. 

Again, I rejoice at being able to return to worship as it always was, beginning this Sunday, 

June 6th.  I look forward to seeing your lovely faces (all of your face even!) there. 

 

Pastor Evan 


