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Hello Church Family, 

 

I am happy to announce, as you may have heard by now, the Session has voted to begin in-

person worship again on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd.  We have all waited and longed for this 

moment since this time of pandemic has begun, and personally I am thrilled that it is here. 

 

This decision is still one that is being taken with a great deal of caution and requires all of us to 

do our due diligence.  I think we all dreamed of being able to come back to church and resume 

worship as it always was, but until this time of pandemic is over, that is simply not something 

that we can do without being negligent to our responsibility to provide both safe and soul-

enriching worship.   

 

By and large, the session feels the following guidelines are still best in order to care for everyone 

in our congregation.  You’ll note, as you read the guidelines below, that we have eased several of 

the guidelines that were put into place last fall.  Basically we’re just asking folks to mask and 

monitor your distance.  Beyond that, come on back in to the sanctuary.  I know we’ve missed 

being together.   

 

1. Face coverings should be worn at all times.  I know many of us are tired of wearing them, 

but we should also be accustomed to it by now.  But please, for the time being, no 

exceptions to this rule, regardless of physical space. 

 

2. Unlike when we resumed in-person worship in October and November 2020, we are not 

requiring reservations or assigning you a seat.  Every other row is marked off in order to 

allow for distancing, but we are trusting you to monitor your own actions and personal 

space.  We should all be accustomed to this by now. 

 

3. We are not doing temperature checks, but if you have a fever or any symptoms of illness, 

we ask that you not attend worship on that day. 

 

4. Hand sanitizing stations are still available at various points in the church.  This allows 

you to sanitize your hands as you enter the church, as well as after any point of 

potentially infectious contact, such as a handshake, touching common items, or visiting 

the restroom. 

 

 



5. For the time being, it is still best to socialize outside of worship.  While people will 

naturally want to socialize, for the health of everyone, this should take place after 

worship, outside, at an appropriate social distance of 6 feet or more. 

 

6. To minimize the spread of aerosols, we will not sing hymns, though hymns will be 

played on either the organ or the piano.  However, unlike when we resumed in-person 

worship last fall, the rest of the worship service, including all participatory parts, will be 

as you remembered (meaning the congregation will fully participate in the responsive 

parts of the call to worship, confession, Lord’s prayer, etc). 

 

For those who have enjoyed our online worship experience and want to continue that, I want you 

to know that this will still be available to you.  In fact, our intent is to live-stream the worship 

service as it takes place, thus allowing you to see and hear everything as it happens, as if you 

were present in the sanctuary with us. 

 

Lastly, I have heard from some who have put forth various ideas about how those of us who are 

vaccinated should be allowed to come back to worship without masks, to sing as we normally 

would, and basically just resume everything as if the pandemic had never occurred.  I too long 

for this time and I think we will get there before the year’s end.  But the hard truth is that there 

are still those in our congregation who have elected, for whatever reason, not to be vaccinated.  

Though that is not the decision I have made in my own life, as I jumped at receiving the Pfizer 

vaccine at the very first opportunity, I recognize that others feel differently, and they are still part 

of our church family.  As such, it is good to take care of these folks, as they could still spread 

Covid to one another, and even potentially to others who have been vaccinated (as approximately 

5% of those who have been vaccinated can still get Covid, though notably a far less severe 

form).  This is part of why I don’t favor having a “vaccinated seating section” and an 

“unvaccinated” one, or anything of the sort that would segregate or single out those who have 

made different decisions.  We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.  Our vaccination 

decisions will not be used to divide us. 

 

Thank you so much for reading this and for being a part of our church family.  I am excited 

about this step towards the new normal in the life of Second Church. 

 

Gratefully your pastor, 

 

 

Pastor Evan 


