
Hello church family, 

 

I want to begin by thanking everyone yet again for your prayers, well-wishes, calls, and 

meals.  These things have been a tangible sign of love and grace that you have shown me and my 

family during this last month of my recovery.  It’s been a rough road, but I am doing well, and I 

am grateful to you all and to God for the progress that I have been able to make. 

This week is Holy Week – the week leading up to Easter Sunday.  It had been my very 

earnest hope that we would be able to worship together, in-person, on Easter Sunday, given the 

tremendous significance of this day.  As session met this week to discuss this, we were made 

aware of a different safety issue does prohibit our meeting:  bats in the belfry!  Our church has 

long had problems with bats taking up residence in various parts of our buildings, particularly on 

the third floor of the Christian Education building.  In the past a bat may occasionally find its 

way to the sanctuary, but in the last year, without people regularly meeting as a deterrent, many 

bats have made the sanctuary their home, and they seem somewhat protective of this space.  Our 

cleaning crew, the organ repairman, as well as a couple of church members, have all reported 

that bats have dive-bombed them while they were in the church sanctuary.  This sort of day time 

bat aggression is not something that we can have, nor is it a good environment for us to return to 

for worship. 

Right now our property committee is making calls to various exterminators to see who 

can help us with our bat problem.  The moment we are certain that these bats are no longer a 

threat to our members, we will resume in-person worship.   

As the session discussed what returning to in-person worship would look like, we agreed 

that for at least the first couple of months, worship would be much like it was when we were able 

to return for seven weeks in October and November.  We would all wear face coverings, practice 

social distancing, and asks for reservations so that we could ensure appropriate spacing between 

non-related groups.  Even with this, and with talks of an approaching fourth wave of infections, 

it will always be important to us to keep an eye on the local infection rates and to let the data, 

rather than our desires, determine our best practices policies.   

I want to thank so many of you for your overwhelmingly positive feedback about our 

online worship and your appreciation for the work I have put into to making that possible.  Such 

feedback is a balm to my spirit. I have also heard many of you express a desire to have this 

online worship available even after we have resumed in-person worship.  Rest assured that the 

online component of our worship is here to stay.  It is my hope that this would eventually be able 

to transition to a live-stream of the worship that is taking place on Sunday morning, so that the 

two services (online and in-person) would be identical.  

Lastly, I want to encourage everyone who has not yet been vaccinated to get their vaccine 

when they are eligible.  These vaccinations are the key to reaching herd immunity and the return 

of normal life.  Because of these vaccinations, especially as more and more of our members 

receive them, I can foresee the day in the not-too-distant future when we will be able to return to 

in-person worship without any restrictions or distancing, just as we gleefully did in the past. 

And so friends, stay vigilant and faithful, as I believe we are ever nearing the end of this 

crazy time of pandemic. 

  

Pastor Evan 


