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Jesus Clears the Temple  
John 2:13-22 

 
The Place of Worship - “The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen 
and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making 
a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned 
their tables” (John 2:13-15). The angriest we see Jesus get in scripture is 
when He comes face to face with folks who have taken worship and 
corrupted it into something about them.  
 
The Ministry of Cleaning - “And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me” (John 2:16-17). Jesus didn't have an anger issue. Jesus was exercising 
His rightful authority as Messiah over His Father's house. This is righteous 
indignation.  
 
The Ultimate Sign - “So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us 
for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six 
years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was 
speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed 
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken” (John 2:18-22).  
 

Discussion Guide 

Can you share a time in your life when anger got the best of you?  

Psalm 69:9 is the verse the disciples remembered when Jesus cleared the 
temple. The psalmist is burdened by what burdens God. Do the burdens and 
concerns of God also burden and concern you? What do we learn about the 
pursuit of holiness from this verse?  

How is Jesus challenged (v.18)? Why? 

Why doesn’t Jesus entrust Himself to the crowd in verses 23-25? 

What needs to be cleared out of your life? Your mind? Your home? I know 
just the One who can do that. His name is Jesus.  

How can this group pray for you? 


