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Classroom Updates 
Once again the month has flown by and we 

have so much to share! Our study of 

dinosaurs & reptiles and rocks & fossils was 

full of songs, explorations with magnifying 

glasses, and discussions of what it means to 

be “prehistoric”. Through these 

conversations we learn about the life cycles 

of various types of animals, different kinds 

of rocks, and what makes a reptile a reptile. 

The children love learning the various 

names of dinosaurs and are always so 

curious and eager to become experts with 

new information! Your children can 

entertain you with dinosaur songs if you 

have not heard them already.  The Science 

Museum in St. Paul is a wonderful place to 

visit to reinforce this theme and we highly 

recommend it!  

We have also continued to study the North 

American continent. We have looked at 

books and art from Native American 

traditions and listened to bluegrass music, 

as well as learned some folk songs. There 

are so many different traditions 

represented on our continent we can hardly 

scratch the surface, but it’s good to talk 

about how our differences truly make us 

more interesting!  

There are many resources for learning in 

the Twin Cities, but we are also lucky to 

have a wide variety of resources in town. It 

was exciting to hear the St. Olaf Orchestra 

perform a family concert a couple weeks 

ago and see so many MCH families in 

attendance. Their annual family concerts 

are definitely worth the effort, even if you 

can only stay for part of the time. It is a 

great way to introduce your children to the 

instruments of the orchestra and hear 

kid-friendly, high-quality, live music! 

Cooking class this month has included corn 

muffins with freshly ground cornmeal from 

Spring Wind Farm, decorating dinosaur 

cookies, and our famous cranberry orange 

relish, just in time for the Thanksgiving 

dinner table. 

The time leading up to Thanksgiving is also 

a wonderful time to continue the 



conversation of how to show Grace and 

Courtesy. This is an important part of our 

life together at MCH. The children practice 

saying “please” and “thank you” everyday, 

but Thanksgiving is a time to practice saying 

thank you to people and identifying what 

they are grateful for. Recognizing how many 

good things we have in our lives makes it 

easier to share with others. 

 

We began our month with conferences and 

are so pleased with the 100% turn-out! As 

staff, we are grateful for the time and 

energy you spend staying in touch with us 

and learning about our goals and work in 

the Montessori classroom. We also 

appreciate hearing your perspectives and 

insights on your children as we continue to 

get to know them. Thanks too for those of 

you who participated in our Usborne book 

fair. The school benefits directly from your 

purchases and it helps us add to our library 

each year. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

December is a gift-giving time for many. 

Each year we share one of our favorite 

Montessori children’s catalogues, For Small 

Hands. If you order before December 31 

and reference our school, we receive a 10% 

credit on orders over $25. Next weekend 

we will also be setting up a “giving tree” in 

the entryway where you can view our 

teachers’ wish lists for the classrooms, if 

you would like to donate the gift of a new 

classroom material. Stay tuned and more 

information will be forthcoming! 

 

 

 



          

 

 

Extended Day Update 

The group was busy this past month 

reviewing teen numbers and beginning our 

study of geometric shapes and solids.  We 

also had some holiday fun with a graphing 

introduction.  

 

We are continuing to work on our study of 

letters and the sounds they make and are 

almost finished with the alphabet. We have 

read books about dinosaurs and reptiles 

and continue to learn to differentiate 

between fiction and nonfiction stories. 

They are really enjoying the Magic Tree 

House chapter books.  It's a fun way to 

introduce parts of a story and practice 

retelling a story.  The children also had an 

introduction to research with a group 

project on the continent of North America. 

 

Science experiments continue to be one of 

our favorite activities and this month we did 

a few more coloring mixing experiments as 

well as a lesson in condensation and air 

pressure by inverting a balloon into a bottle 

using hot water. 

In music, we have made drums and started 

learning about the instruments of the 

orchestra and composers. This will continue 

in December once we turn our geography 

study to Europe where the tradition of 

classical music runs strong. 

Art explorations have continued with 

Emma, making use of natural elements 

from our outdoor areas. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays Celebrated:
 

Declan Flannery - November 6 

Lindsey Boser - November 16  

 

New Students to Welcome:  

The downstairs class has welcomed 

two new students this month: 

Evelyn Hemmah, parents Samantha 

and Patrick 

Evelyn Aylward, parents Sarah and 

Tim 

We are so glad you have joined the 

MCH community! 

 

Looking For: 

Sledding season has arrived and we 

could use 4-5 bales of straw (not hay) 

to build a bumper at the bottom of 

the hill. If you have any leads, please 

let us know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thank You to our Volunteers: 

Heather Candel, lunch time reader 

extraordinaire! 

Alison Flannery, classroom volunteer 

with sandpaper letters 

 

 After-lunch reading time 
with HeatheR 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Thanks so much for all you do to 

support our school and the work of 

our classrooms! We are grateful! 

Shana  

 

 

 


