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A Day with Dr. Dennis Patrick Slattery  
and the Youth of Alchemy, Inc.  

 

Saturday, October 2, 2010 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

Northwest Family Recreation Center 
1730 Shatto Ave. Akron, OH 44313 

              _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Alchemy, Inc. was established as a non-profit organization in 2003 with a mission to 

assist urban adolescent males to develop a sense of personal purpose in life, while 

utilizing strategies to successfully function as members of a family, school, 

community and world-at-large. Its programs, workshops and activities are designed 

to create a culture that nurtures the self-image, self esteem, educational aspirations, 

and future hopes of urban adolescent youth. 

Since its inception Alchemy, Inc. has worked with over 600 male youth in a group 

format and has introduced over 1,000 youth to the "Power of Myth." Alchemy, Inc. 

has a core group of 35 youth who are entering their 4th to 7th year with the 

program. 

The concept of Alchemy, Inc. is to create a safe environment and sense of community 

to assist in the development of urban adolescents through the telling, discussion, and 

analysis of mythological stories and fairy tales told to the beat of an African drum.   

 
Sponsored by Kalliopeia Foundation, Akron Community Foundation and 

The City of Akron Neighborhood Partnership Program 



Riting Myth, Mythic Writing 
In our one day together we will explore some of the contours and content of your 

Personal Myth. A Personal Myth might be understood as an organizing principle 

that gives the events of our daily life a form and a shape so that they carry meaning 

for us. Even more, a Personal Myth is forged in the memory wherein the presentness 

of our lives and the anticipations of our desires and fears and anticipations take form 

behind us, so to speak, in acts of reflection. 

 

Writing (Riting) is an attempt to capture the 

ritual aspect of writing. Writing opens a corridor 

into our Personal Myth; it allows dimensions of it 

to open up, to be given language and to find 

expression within the larger contours of our epic 

narrative. As we write segments of our story, we 

create and discover it simultaneously. So, I have 

come to believe that writing is a mythic-imaginal 

act that helps us see the form of our lives from 

the perspective of the language we use to capture 

it. 

 

 

Dr. Dennis Patrick Slattery has taught for 41 years, beginning with Special 

Education Students in the Ravenna, Ohio school system (grades 1-6); high school at 

Lorain Catholic High School, on the community college level, at four year 

institutions and for the past 15 years at Pacifica Graduate Institute in California. 

From 1984-87 he taught teachers the classics of literature in The Dallas Institute of 

Humanities and Culture’s Summer Program for Teachers. He also taught six years 

at The Fairhope Institute of Humanities and Culture’s Summer Program for high 

school teachers.  

 

Dennis holds a  BA in English from Kent State University, an 

MA in Comparative Literature from Kent State University and 

a Ph.D. and MA in Literature and Phenomenology from The 

University of Dallas. 

 

He is the author, co-author, editor or co-editor of 16 books and 

dozens of articles and book reviews in journals, magazines and 

newspapers. He conducts riting retreats in the United States 

and Europe in addition to offering workshops on Joseph 

Campbell and personal mythology to Jungian groups and 

organizations in the United States—when he and his wife are not riding their Harley-

Davidson along the ranch roads of central Texas.  

 

 



 
_____________________________________________________ 

COST: $35 – Checks payable to Alchemy, Inc. 
Registration Contact: Kwame - myth@alchemyinc.net or 330-665-5920  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Alchemy, Inc. 
 

 

 

P.O. Box 4041 Copley, OH 44321                                                    Phone: 330-665-5920  

Email: myth@alchemyinc.net                                          Website: www.alchemyinc.net  

                                           Contact: G. Kwame Scruggs, Ph.D.  

 

“Extracting the Gold Inherent in Our Youth”  
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