
Virginia Beach Democra/c Commi1ee  
2020 Candidate Questionnaire 
School Board 
Please email completed questionnaire to recommendations@vbdemocrats.org 

Candidate Name Matthias Paul Telkamp

Position Sought School Board At-Large

Are you a member of the Virginia 
Beach Democratic Committee?

Yes

Campaign Contact Information Mailing address: 
 2400 Deep Water Way 
 Virginia Beach, VA 23456

Phone: 757-952-6841 
Fax:

Website: h#ps://mptelkamp.com/ 
Email: info@mptelkamp.com 
Twitter: @MPTelkamp 
Facebook: h#ps://www.facebook.com/MPTelkamp

Campaign manager or point of con-
tact

Please briefly describe your qualifications, education, employment, community and civic activity, union 
affiliation, and other relevant experience. Attach a resume with more complete history.

I have been employed in IT for 18 years, including Navy Reserves, Navy, Army, Ferguson Inc., and STIHL Inc. I have 
been conducJng training sessions for years to educate people about technology, streamline processes, increased 
efficiency and reduce “Jme to complete” with technology. I am currently employed as a Senior SharePoint / M365 
Consultant and specialize in process automaJon (using computers to scan and read documents), custom soUware 
development, web site design, and client training. I have been a member of the VBDC for 4 years and served as 
fundraising chair for the Friends of EBA (Kempsville HS). Please see a#ached resume or full job history at h#p://
LinkedIn.com/in/Cutulus.

How long have you resided within the District you are running?

I moved to Virginia Beach from Chesapeake, VA in 2013.

http://LinkedIn.com/in/Cutulus
https://mptelkamp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MPTelkamp


With mental health becoming an increasing concern among younger and younger students, what needs 
to be done to support students who are struggling with these challenges and what can be done by the 
schools to help support health social and emotional learning throughout the schools?

We need to make our school counselors more accessible. Currently they are burdened with too much paperwork 
that prevents them from uJlizing their skills to help students who need them. We need to automate processes that 
would free up their Jme and streamline their workload. We should also work with the VA Beach Department of 
Health and Human Services to help find addiJonal resources. We need to also provide informaJon to as many free 
services to help students like the online support service 7cups.com and other resources.

A plan has been proposed to use the sheriff department training to deputize some staff and teachers to 
allow them to carry guns on campus in order to increase school security. What are your thoughts on al-
lowing school employees to carry guns?

The cost of this program is already been clocked at close to 10 million and that is before we really get this finalized. 
This is a waste of money and, when we are already looking at budget shorballs, this is just not something that I can 
support. In addiJon, we do not need to have any guns in the schools. I believe that the students won’t feel com-
fortable with any authority figure carrying a gun. I think any deterrence should be off campus.

Students who are part of a minority group often face discrimination in our schools. Whether it be from 
fellow students or teachers, our students are subjected to hearing racist/ homophobic slurs, being 
mocked or picked on, etc. When elected, what do you plan to do about this so that our schools across 
the city are inclusive to every student?

InsJgators that use any form of bullying should be subject to the same discipline as anyone fighJng. Too oUen in-
sJgators are not punished, and this emboldens them. We need to start gefng students educated on how to treat 
others, including those with differences, compassionately and with respect. When any student reports harassment, 
it should be reported to the district level to make sure it is not a recurring issue. 

What is your position on the use of tax credits or vouchers for parents to send their children to private 
schools? 

I would never support this. If parents want a publicly funded educaJon, their children should a#end public schools, or 
they should pay for their own private educaJon.

In recent years, the amount of state and city funding has not allowed the School Board to contribute toward 
the replacement of schools in Virginia Beach. How should funding for school replacement be secured?  
What would you do to help secure funding for construction?  



I support funding being acquired by any means possible. I agree that there are too many older buildings in the district, 
and they need to be replaced. If not, they need to be refurbished. We need to work with our City Council to secure 
funding to do all the improvements. We should also work with our federal representaJves to make sure that we secure 
federal funding to help us fix the issue. To address the issue of funding, we should also look at how we are building the 
new buildings. We should examine how we can adapt them to be#er suit teachers and students and reduce costs, for 
the benefit of all. In addiJon, we should make sure that we are looking at ways to do school improvements that help 
us extend the life of exisJng buildings.

Online learning can be challenging for children with disabilities and children who do not have adequate ac-
cess to the internet. With the possibility of online learning continuing into the next school year, what re-
sources or programs would you support to ensure every student is successful?

The first thing we should do is idenJfy any student that does not have internet access; They should be provided with a 
Kajeet mobile hotspot. This program is already provided by the school district. All students should have chrome books. 
This should cover most students that will only be distance learning. I understand that some students need to have 
more interacJve learning environments and we should prioriJze them gefng educaJon in the manner that works for 
them. This could include combinaJons of classroom and distance learning. There are a lot of situaJons that will need 
to have unique soluJons to them. We must be willing to adapt to the Jmes, to ensure the success of our students.

Concerns have been raised about the amount and way that lockdown drills are practiced and their impact 
on the emotional development of children. Do you believe that any changes need to be made? If so, what 
changes would you support as a School Board member?

Although it concerns me, there are federal and state laws that govern the frequency and noJces of the drills. With that 
said, students that request counselors post-drill should have one available to them. We should listen to the children 
and their parents and take their concerns into consideraJon. I would make a policy to make sure kids know that it is a 
drill and understand how they can get addiJonal help if needed.

I affirm that all the information provided in response to this questionnaire is true, complete 
and correct, to the best of my ability, and that no relevant matter has been omitted.

Signature

Date:7/12/2020

Printed Name Matthias Paul Telkamp


