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Connor Thorpe, Brookfield East senior and WIAA State Champion
wrestler, never imagined how much wrestling would shape his life when his
sixth grade Pilgrim Park Middle School band teacher asked him to give the
sport a try. Although his first season was tough, Connor didn’t give up and
a determination and passion were ignited. Connor shared “success didn’t
come right away, but through struggle, [he] learned the importance of being
curious and studious.”
He became a student of the sport and continued to improve by asking
questions, embracing adversity, and pushing himself and his teammates. As
the four-year captain and MVP of the Brookfield East High School varsity
team, Connor has achieved many accomplishments including: four-time
conference champion, three-time State 3rd Place winner, State Champion
senior season, and 23rd in country for 145-pound rankings. His high school
coach shared, “although Connor owns the most wrestling school records . .
. and is the first wrestler in 25 years to win a state championship (only the
second in the school’s history) . . . Connor’s selflessness and efforts to help
his teammates improve and the culture he helped develop is something the
program will benefit from for years to come.”
Additionally, Connor excels in the classroom and has been recognized for his
academic accomplishments by being named to the 1st team Academic AllState Wrestling team. He’s known as a student who extends himself to help
his classmates and approaches his schoolwork with the same effort, curiosity
and attention to detail he puts forth in wrestling. As a member of the Askren
Wrestling Academy, Connor has trained and competed year-round striving to
one day to become an NCAA Champion. Excited to begin the next chapter as
an NCAA Division 1 student athlete, Connor shared the values he has learned
through wrestling will continue to guide and motivate him through college.

Favorite quote: “Don’t be afraid to fail . . . you can’t always win but don’t be
afraid of making decisions.” Arnold Schwarzenegger
Favorite food: BBQ food
Favorite pre-game song: “I Don’t Get Tired”
– Kevin Gates
Highlight of Connor’s high school career: This season’s WIAA Division 1
State title win after taking 3rd place three years in a row. Qualifying for team
state my junior year was a meaningful accomplishment, as I always wanted
to be on a team that made it to state. Seeing my teammates express the same
passion I have for wrestling made my high school career much sweeter.
Fun fact about Connor: I am a bit of a math nerd (in Calculus 3 right now). I
also like to mountain bike and disc golf.
The Athlete of the Month Scholarship program application can be found on the Vantage
Financial website VFPlanning.com or through your high school’s guidance and career
counseling website. If you are a high school senior who plays sports, resides in Elm Grove
or Brookfield, and attends a Wisconsin high school, you are eligible to apply for a $1,500
scholarship sponsored by Vantage Financial Partners.

Getting to Know Connor Thorpe
Future: I am committed to wrestle at the University of Northern Iowa. UNI
is considered the little brother school to Iowa State and Iowa, but it is a very
high-level program. Thanks to wrestling, I love human mechanics and body
movement, so I am drawn to major in movement and exercise science to
pursue a career in physical therapy or athletic training. I also have a passion
for coaching.
Wrestling goal: I aspire to make world and Olympic teams for wrestling.
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