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THERE ARE  SOME similarities between the gasoline
pump and your electric meter. When you fill your
car with gas, the pump register records the amount
of gas put in your tank. You would expect to put
more gas in a full size SUV than in a small economy
car. Most likely the SUV even has a larger fuel tank,
in anticipation of more gas being used for any given
trip. Just like the gasoline pump registers the gas
pumped, the electric meter simply records the
amount of electricity used by your home. It is not
the gas station’s fault if you have to put more fuel in
the tank. The same goes for your electric meter.
Every Lamar Electric member has complete control
over how much electricity each one purchases; the
same control used at the gasoline pump. The size of
vehicle we drive is sort of like selecting the size of
house we occupy. A bigger vehicle will typically use
more gas and a bigger house will typically use more
electricity. But, depending on the other variables,
the small vehicle may consume more gasoline in a
month than a large vehicle.

Two people can have identical vehicles but still
have a big difference between the amounts of gaso-
line each uses. One person may drive more miles,
drive shorter distances or pull away from the red
light quicker. One person may have no passengers
while another may be fully loaded. There is a big
difference between cruising 70 on the interstate and
short trips in town, even though both vehicles may
be driven the exact same miles. The same is true for
electric bills. Two identical houses may use a vastly
different amount of electricity. One person may use
the oven a lot, while the other uses the microwave.
One person may do a lot of cooking, while the other
eats out. One person may keep the house 72 degrees
while the other keeps the house at 75 degrees. One
person may take baths and the other uses the
shower. To say your electric bill is higher than your
neighbor’s electric bill, makes as much sense as
comparing the amount of gasoline each person pur-
chases each month. 

If you have a vehicle that is in need of a tune-up,
it will typically use more gas and be sluggish to
operate. The same is true for a house or air condi-
tioner that needs a tune-up. The house that has
minimal insulation, single pane windows, air leaks
around windows and doors and a dirty A-coil will
use more electricity.

Comparing your summer electric bill to the same
month for the past few years will often give you an

idea if your current usage is about the same as simi-
lar months in the past. At that point you can add or
subtract usage based on how many visitors came
and there was a lot of cooking or if the weather was
about the same. You can get your prior month’s
electric usage by going to www.LamarElectric.Coop
and clicking on “View My Bill” Online.

If this is your first time to look at your bill online,
you will need to enter your account number and set
a password. Your usage is displayed each day by
selecting My Usage at the top. You can toggle
between Monthly and Daily usage. The arrows near
the bottom will allow you to back up to the same
billing period in the past few years. It is a bit harder
to read, but you can also view prior electric usage
using our free SmartHub app on your smart phone.
By hovering over the daily or monthly usage graph
you will not only find the exact kWh usage, but the
average temperature for the day or month will be
displayed for the closest weather reporting site.

Some folks tell me they set their wall thermostat
and don’t change the setting. That is not all bad.
Even if the wall thermostat is accurate, it only tells
the temperature at that one spot. I would recom-
mend you set a thermometer in the area where the
family congregates. In my case, that is on the bar
directly behind the recliner in the living room.
Adjust the wall thermostat setting till you get a
comfortable setting (should be between 72-76) in the
area where you spend most time. For example;
when my wall digital thermometer is set to 75
degrees, it will result in 72 degrees at the recliner.

Most homes that are reasonably insulated will
cool down within an hour of when you arrive home.
Programmable thermostats are great, but most have
lost their programming within a few months after
being installed. Usually no one volunteers to change
the programming from winter to summer and the
result is frustration that results in various settings
changed until comfort is achieved. Batteries are not
usually replaced and a couple blinks will wipe out
the settings. If you can find the person that enjoyed
programming your VCR, they will enjoy keeping the
programmable thermostat working correctly. Usu-
ally the best advice is simply to ask the last person
leaving the house for work, to turn the thermostat to
“off”. Yes, it will be a little uncomfortable when
arriving home, but in the end you will use less elec-
tricity. If you have a standard mobile home or old
uninsulated home, the result will be different.

The Gas Pump
and Electric Meter
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te x as Co - op power
Lamar Electric provides Texas Co-op 
Power and texascoopPower.com to 
give you information about events, 
safety, special programs and other
activities of your cooperative. if you 
have any comments or suggestions, 
please contact the co-op office.

Visit Us online
lamarelectric.coop

Contact Us
For information and to report 
outages, please call us.
(903)  784-4303

If you go on vacation, you might be surprised
to realize that your appliances did not take the
same vacation. Your refrigerator, deep freeze,
hot water heaters and lights on timers will still
use electricity. Turning off the breaker to the
hot water heater while you are gone for several days will save wasted elec-
tricity. It is recommended to plug the big screen TV, DVR, DVD and sound
system into one surge protected power strip which will allow you to turn
them all off with one switch. I even unplug the power strip to reduce the
chances of lightening damage while I am gone. Most folks do not realize
how much electricity is consumed by appliances that are turned off, but
still plugged in.

Appliances such as your refrigerator, deep freeze and water heater
become less efficient as time goes by. The biggest problem for the refriger-
ator and deep freeze is a dirty door seal and lint collected on the coils. The
same lint you find on ceiling fan blades will accumulate on the coils of
your refrigerator and deep freeze. A shop vacuum with a paper towel roller
on the end of the hose, works great to reach those hard to access spots.
Water heaters will naturally accumulate flakes of lime/calcium in the bot-
tom of the tank. These flakes come off the heating elements when the unit
cycles. Connecting a garden hose to the small faucet at the bottom of the
water heater tank will allow you to drain about 20 gallons of water and
flakes from the bottom. Every manufacturer recommends you do this
every month, but most folks will never do it.

Of course, turning off lights, changing to LED bulbs, using the
microwave instead of the oven, drying clothes outside and unplugging
those large televisions when not in use, will add up and reduce usage.

A lot of electric bills will go up this summer. The fault is not the 
meter; it is simply recording what is used, just like the gas pump. Rather
than fret over a high electric bill, take action to reduce the consumption.
Just a few actions will go a long way toward having a lower summer time
electric bill. D
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Maintaining appliances
like your refrigerator can
help them continue to
run efficiently.
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I F  YO U ’ V E  E V E R  C O M PA R E D your electric bill with a neighbor’s and found
your bill to be notably higher, even though your homes are similar in size,
you might be wondering why—and how you can lower your bill.

Even though your homes may be similar, your families probably aren’t, and
you may have a hidden energy hog causing your bills to be higher. Here are
five energy hogs to watch for.

1. Old Fridge or Freezer in the Garage
That second fridge or freezer may be costing more than you think. If the
model was produced prior to 1990, it’s likely using twice as much energy (or
more!) than a newer Energy Star-rated model. If it’s located in the garage, it
may run constantly in the summer, which could lead to higher electric bills. It
might be time to rethink that spare fridge that’s out there holding beverages;
instead, bring those drinks into the kitchen refrigerator and retire the spare.  

2. Pumps
If you live on acreage or a farm, you
probably have several pumps, includ-
ing irrigation, well, septic and sump.
If you’re like most of us, you use those
pumps until they break down. Con-
sider replacing the oldest and most
used pumps over time with new, more
efficient ones that are sized correctly
for their task. Also, make sure you’re
eliminating leaks in the water lines.

3. Cooling or Heating an Uninsulated Area
Cooling or heating an uninsulated workshop or garage can be expensive. For
example, if a homeowner heated an uninsulated shed to keep several half-
empty buckets of paint from freezing, they’re paying more to keep paint
warm than the paint was even worth. Pet owners have been known to heat
and cool an uninsulated garage to keep pets comfortable, not realizing that
this might be costing more than heating their actual home. If you really want
to heat or cool these types of spaces, they need to be well insulated and
heated and cooled efficiently, perhaps with a ductless minisplit system. 

4. Hot Tub
The average operating cost of a hot tub is $250 per year. But that amount may
be higher if your hot tub is an older, less efficient model or if you live in a
colder climate. A smaller hot tub with better insulation, a cover and a pump
that runs on a lower voltage will use less energy than other models. In the
long run, getting a “good deal” on a used hot tub may cost more in energy
bills than a newer, more efficient model.

5. Swimming Pool
If you have a pool, consider installing a smaller, more efficient pump and
reducing how often it runs. Putting it on a timer can be a convenient way to
reduce operating time. You can also look at installing a larger filter and maxi-
mizing the flow of water through the pipes by making them larger and reduc-
ing how sharply the corners turn. These measures could cut your electric use
for the pool pump by as much as 75%. Consult with a pool installation spe-
cialist to find the most efficient setup that will still keep your pool clean. D

5 Home Energy Hogs Capital Credits
Allocated to
Member Accounts
L A M A R  E L E CT R I C  R E C E N T LY allocated 2019
capital credits to each member’s account. as
a nonprofit organization, after each fiscal
year, the cooperative must determine what
margins were made during the year and allo-
cate these margins to the members’ equity
accounts. a margin is revenue received in
excess of all operating costs.
these margins will be returned to members
as approved by the board in the future and
when doing so will not weaken the financial
condition of the cooperative. at this time all
margins from 1938 through 1969 have been
returned to members. most of the capital
credits from 1970 through 1975 also have
been returned. Eventually all margins will be
paid to each member. in the meantime the
funds are used to construct new lines or
make other capital improvements to the
electrical system, even though the amount is
credited to each member’s equity account.
For this reason we often refer to these mar-
gins as capital credits. capital credits cannot
be used to pay your electric bill.
these capital credits remain even if the
member is no longer receiving service from
Lamar Electric. that’s why it is very important
that departing members keep the coopera-
tive informed of their current mailing
addresses in the future so they can receive
capital credits returns when they are paid.
capital credits for each member in 2019
were calculated by multiplying each mem-
ber’s bill by 0.0512944. For example, if your
total billing for 2019 from the cooperative
(consisting of energy billing and power cost
adjustment) was $2,000, simply multiply that
amount by 0.0512944. the product is
$102.59. in calculating your total bill, include
any security light charge, if applicable, but do
not include any tax, service or miscellaneous
charges.
if you have any questions concerning these
calculations, please contact the Lamar Elec-
tric office.
this article is intended to serve as an 
official notice of capital credits allocations
for 2019. D
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I M AG I N E  A  H OT  S U M M E R  DAY with sunshine sparkling on the
surface of a cool swimming pool. The little ones are putting 
on their swimsuits, Mom is getting out sunblock and life pre-
servers, and Dad is blowing up floating pool toys.

But be alert! This inviting scene can turn into a dangerous
situation if electrical safety precautions are not observed. 

Electric shock from misuse of electricity around swimming
pools or spas can cause electrocution. 

Now imagine that the family is outside, ready to make a
splash. Bob grabs an extension cord, plugs it into an unpro-
tected electrical outlet on the patio and lays it over the pool
deck to plug in his Bluetooth speaker. 

He plugs his phone in, too, so he can play tunes while he
enjoys the water. He likes to have it within arm’s reach of the
pool—so he can shuffle songs without getting out of the water. 

Jane sees that dark thunderheads are building in the
distance but decides she can squeeze in at least a few minutes
of sunbathing while floating on her pool lounger before the
afternoon thunderstorm brings rain and lightning.

Can you identify some of the hazards in this scenario?
Although the family followed a couple of safety precautions,
including using sunblock and life preservers, they were not
vigilant about proper use of electronics by the pool. 

Consider how these guidelines for pool and spa safety from
Electrical Safety Foundation International could help our
imaginary family avoid danger. 

Keep outdoor outlets covered
and dry, especially around pools
and spas, and make sure they
have ground-fault circuit inter-
rupters to prevent electrocution
or shock. 

In the above scenario, Bob
plugs an extension cord into an
uncovered non-GFCI outlet, put-
ting himself and his family at
risk. And extension cords should
only be used temporarily
outdoors, where they could be
exposed to the elements or cause
a tripping hazard. 

Keep electrical devices and
cords away from water, and use
battery-operated devices when
possible. 

That means that in the imag-
ined scenario, Bob’s plugged-in
cellphone and Bluetooth speaker
were too close to the water’s edge.

Never handle electrical devices
when wet. Even being too sweaty
while touching electrical devices
can pose a risk of electrocution.
Wet skin or wet surfaces, such as
a pool deck, can greatly increase
the chance of electrocution when
electricity is present.

Do not swim during a thunder-
storm. The weather on this made-up summer day by the pool is
sunny initially, but storm clouds are looming, and Jane—and
anyone else in the pool—takes a risk by deciding to swim when
there is lightning nearby.

Other safety tips include: 
e Make sure that swimming pool cleaning equipment is

grounded. 
e Ensure that there are no power lines near or over the swim-

ming pool. 
e Have an electrician inspect and repair or upgrade your pool

or spa to comply with local and National Electrical Code
requirements. 

e If you or anyone else in the water feels a tingling sensation,
has muscle cramps or cannot move, you may be experienc-
ing an electric shock. Move away from the source of the
shock, if possible, and exit the water without the use of a
metal ladder. 

e If someone is trapped in the water because they are experi-
encing electric shock, immediately turn off all power and
call 911. Not turning off the power can cause rescuers to
become the next victims. D
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Swim Safely This Summer
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