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Co-op News

THE SHORT ANSWER IS NO; AND HAVE NOT
for 17 years. Some folks have asked if the

new Lamar Electric building will increase their electric bill,
like the 2000 ice storm. Again, the answer is no. The article
about the building explains the rates have gone down three
times over the past three years. 
Since the December Ice Storm keeps being mentioned, it

may be helpful to discuss exactly what occurred. Following the
ice storm in December 2000, Lamar Electric announced in
March 2001 the total damage would total about $5 million. At
that time the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
was projected to pay 75% of the $5 million total leaving Lamar
Electric paying about $1.25 million. 
In April 2001 Lamar Electric added a line on the electric bill

for every meter. The words ICE STORM SURCHG $10 appeared
on every bill. This additional charge appeared for six months
starting April and ending September, 2001. The surcharge was
stopped because actual expenses from the ice storm were
totaling closer to $3.5 million. 
The lengthy process receiving FEMA assistance consumed

the 18 months. At the conclusion FEMA reimbursed 75% and
the State of Texas reimbursed 12 1/2 %. This allowed Lamar
Electric to refund half of the surcharge. 
All electric bills received a $10 credit in August, September

and October 2003. Each bill had the words ICE STORM SUR
CHARGE CR $10. Some members could have been confused if
they did not notice the CR because it looked very similar to the
charge collected on previous bills. The result was no account
paid more than a total of $30 for the ice storm. 
Around the same time that members were seeing this credit

on their bill from the 2000 ice storm, Lamar Electric changed
the look of all monthly electric bills. The layout of the bills
changed in April 2003 which was four months before the cred-
its occurred. 
When you only look at a bill once a month it may have

seemed the changes were related to the ice storm. These
changes to the bill were made simply to break down the
charges to the customer and to be more “user-friendly.”
The biggest change to the look of the bill was to break out

the actual amount of our variable Power Cost Recovery Factor
(PCRF). The PCRF was nothing new and had been a part of all
bills for many years before the year 2000. The PCRF is simply
the charge or credit associated with increases or decreases
Lamar pays for wholesale electricity. 

Members may have associated the PCRF charge with
charges they were seeing from the ice storm. However, the
PCRF charge had been a part of the total electric bill for more
than thirty years. 
Lamar Electric does not generate any power. All power is

purchased wholesale for our members. A “power cost recovery
factor”, or “PCRF”, is calculated each month and is a part of
each member’s bill. Actual costs to the cooperative for this
power may be more or less than the amount in the base rates.
The difference between the actual cost of power to the cooper-
ative and the amount billed is defined as the PCRF. This charge
did not have to do with the ice storm, it is a part of each mem-
bers electric bill and has been a credit for the past 16 months. 
Another charge members see on their bill is the customer

charge. Several months before the ice storm in December 2000
our customer charge had increased from $7.50 to $8.50. That
change occurred in July, 2000. The customer charge increase
had nothing to do with the ice storm of 2000.
In April of 2006, after a cost of service rate study was con-

ducted, the customer charge rate increased from $8.50 to $12.50
and the existing rate structure was developed. The customer
charge is simply part of our rate and helps generate the revenue
we need to operate. 
This $12.50 is charged regardless of the amount of energy

used. Without it those deer camps and barns would pay zero for
many months of the year. You could say it helps pay for the basic
infrastructure needed to deliver electricity to each meter. The
right-of-way has to be maintained and the hum of the trans-
former uses electricity even if nothing goes through the meter. 
As changes were taking place to the look of the bill, members

may have assumed these changes had to do with fees of cost
recovery from the ice storm. As discussed, the charges and
credits relating to the ice storm were completed in 2003. The
PCRF and customer charge have always been a part the mem-
bers electric bill.
Lamar Electric experienced an additional damaging ice

storm event in 2013. The damage to the LEC system was
around $3,000,000 to make the needed repairs. A federal disas-
ter was not declared and FEMA did not help. There was not an
additional fee put on the members electric bill to recover the
cost of damages. The storm damage was paid from general
funds, the same way the new office will be paid. 
As always, you can call or email me at jerry@ 

lamarelectric.coop.

Are We Still Paying for the Christmas 2000 Ice Storm?

MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER AND CEO JERRY D. WILLIAMS
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1485 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 580
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G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R
A N D  C E O
Jerry D. Williams

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
George M. Wood, President, 

Blossom
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Pattonville
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Detroit
Matthew Albus, Roxton
Allen Branch, Sumner
James D. Floyd, Annona
Jeremy D. Hamil, Sumner
Harry R. Moore, Clarksville
Ron E. Tippit, Clarksville

Member Benefits
• Level billing
• Automated meter reading
• Free bank draft service
• E-Bill
• Visa and Mastercard accepted

Your Local Pages
This section of Texas Co-op Power
is produced by LEC each month to
provide you with information about
current events, safety, special pro-
grams and other activities of the
cooperative. If you have any com-
ments or suggestions, please con-
tact the local office.

CONTACT US
CALL US

(903) 784-4303

FIND US ON THE WEB 

www.lamarelectric.coop

Lamar Electric’s 
New Headquarters 
LAMAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE IS RELOCATING OUR HEADQUARTERS THIS YEAR 
after 85 years of being located in downtown Paris, Texas. Lamar Electric has out-
grown its current facility that was built in 1949. There is not enough room at the
current location to park all the trucks or equipment. According to General Man-
ager Jerry Williams, the current building has been added-on to several times and
has issues you would expect from a 1949 structure. Due to the physical limitations
and the expense of bringing the current facility to modern day code, Williams said
it would not be cost effective to remodel. The new site is located just west of Blos-
som, Texas on U.S. Highway 82. Although the cooperative has been headquartered
in downtown Paris, it does not serve anything inside the loop of Paris. This new
location will allow the rural electric co-op to be more centrally located for our
members in their service area. Lamar Electric provides electricity to over 12,600
meters in the rural areas of Red River, Delta and Lamar counties.

The new building will be a free-standing metal structure with brick and Texas
stone on the front portion. The 14,000 square foot office will have a drive-thru
lane that will feature a drive-up drawer instead of the previous tube for transact-
ing business. This will facilitate better eye contact and easier communication
with the cooperative members. Highway 82 already has a turning lane providing
easier access and visibility for members. Trucks and trailers loaded with poles can
enter and exit the facility easier because there are two active lanes in each direc-
tion. The boulevard entrance area will allow a better flow of traffic exiting the
building onto an open highway instead of onto a crowded city street. 

Lamar Electric’s new building will feature a 4,000 square foot meeting room
that will hold about 250 people. Cooperative members will be able to use the
meeting room for family reunions, wedding showers, anniversary parties, birth-
day parties, and other events. The meeting room is a benefit provided to our
members free of charge other than a cleaning fee. This area will be locked off from
the main building during events. It will have a separate parking area and entrance

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

An artist’s rendering of Lamar Electric’s Headquarters
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as well as its own private restrooms. This will allow members to use the meeting
room without disturbing people conducting business in the office area. The room
includes a kitchen with three ovens, refrigerator, and ice machine. Williams said,
“The ovens should help with members serving warm casseroles and rolls, using
the serving line on one side of the kitchen.” The meeting room will have tables
and chairs available in a storage room. A concrete slab will be located in the back
where BBQ grills or fish cookers can be parked and have easy access to the back
door. Members will be able to use this facility on weekdays or weekends. “This
facility is paid for by the cooperative members and can only be reserved by a
cooperative member,” Williams said. Most families or groups will include a coop-
erative member that can be responsible for the reservation according to Williams.
A 5,000 square foot warehouse area will provide space to store materials used

to maintain the electric lines. Pallet racks and a fork lift will be used to more effi-
ciently store material. Enough materials will be maintained to handle most large
storms without bringing in additional materials. 
According to Williams, “The most energy efficient method for heating and

cooling any building is an earth coupled heat pump.” This technology has been
around for over 60 years but still not widely used in residential housing in Texas.
According to Williams, “The new office and meeting room will be entirely heated
and cooled with water circulated in the connected earth loop. No auxiliary or back
up heat is needed.” Water will be circulated through 18,000 feet of plastic pipe
that is buried in the ground behind the building. This will allow people using the
meeting room or conducting business to experience how efficient and comfort-
able an earth coupled system can be.
In the event of an ice storm, there is lots of compacted gravel parking space to

bring in outside crews from surrounding cooperatives to assist with restoring
power to the area if needed. Unlike the current facility, Lamar Electric will be the
electricity provider for the building at the new rural location. An emergency back-
up generator will continue to power the entire complex in the event of a power
loss. The back-up generator will provide power to all systems in the event of a
power failure. Being able to send a signal to the meters to see if they are ener-
gized, will help with power restoration. This helps dispatch identify members 
that may still be without power and to communicate with the linemen in the 
field. Williams said future plans include a fueling station for co-op trucks. The
new facilities are designed to allow the cooperative to effectively make needed
repairs, regardless of how bad the weather is. The goal is to provide reliable elec-
tric power to our cooperative members in the rural areas of Lamar, Red River, 
and Delta counties.
Mr. Williams stated, “Members/customers of Lamar Electric will not have 

any rate increase because of the building project and no increase is expected in
the next few years.” Williams explained that all Lamar customers had a two cent
per kWh rate reduction as of January 1, 2018, with another quarter cent kWh
reduction on January 1, 2019 and approximately another quarter cent per kWh
reduction as of January 1, 2020. Over all their retail rates have recently gone
down around 2 ½ cents and the current wholesale power contract is locked in
through 2022.
McInnis Brothers Construction is the general contractor with much of the

work being done by local sub-contractors. KSA Engineering is the architect for
the project. Both McInnis and KSA are well known locally; having done projects
for the City of Paris. Depending on weather, the building is expected to be com-
pleted in June of this year.

NEW HEADQUARTERS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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Happy Easter!
April 12

Lamar Electric Cooperative 
will be closed April 10 in 
observance of Good Friday.

R I K E _  |  I STO C K .CO M
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Notice of Lamar County Electric Cooperative Association 

Meeting of Members
THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF LAMAR ELECTRIC COOP-
erative will be held at the Love Civic Center, 2025 S. Collegiate
Drive in Paris, Saturday, April 18.

Registration opens at 9 a.m. The business session will begin
at 10 a.m. and includes any necessary reports of the officers,
board members and committees, as well as the election of board
members in districts 1, 8 and 9, each for a three-year term.

Any member who wishes to be elected to the cooperative’s
board of directors must appear in person at the main office of the
cooperative and fill out a nomination form not less than 60 days
and no more than 90 days before the date of the annual meeting
of the members at which board members are to be elected.

The following members have placed their names in nomination
at the cooperative headquarters:

DISTRICT 1: Michael Williams, 16288 FM 195, Detroit 75436
DISTRICT 8: Matthew Albus, 2212 CR 25200, Roxton 75477
DISTRICT 9: Lyle Yoder, 13527 FM 905, Pattonville 75468
You do not have to be present at the meeting to vote in the

director election. Before the meeting, ballots will be mailed to
members who reside in districts having an election. If you
reside in one of those districts, you may either vote by mail or
in person at the meeting.

Each member in attendance at the meeting will receive a reg-
istration gift, and a drawing for prizes will be held. You must be
present at the time of the drawing to be eligible for prizes.

Six $1,000 scholarships also will be awarded at the meeting.
Entries must be received at the cooperative office by 5 p.m.
April 3. To be eligible for a scholarship, a candidate must:

a Live full time in a residence served by Lamar Electric. 
a Be a graduating senior attending a high school or accred-

ited home-schooling program within the counties served by
Lamar Electric.

We look forward to your attendance. Enjoy your annual
meeting.

Michael R. Williams, Board Secretary
March 29, 2020

Director Candidate Profiles
DISTRICT 1
Michael “Mike” R.
Williams has been
a Lamar Electric
member since
1996 and has
served on the
board of directors
since 2005. He
and his wife, Gin-

ger, live north of Detroit. He has two
children, Rachel and Eric. He is a gradu-
ate of Clarksville High School, Paris 
Junior College and East Texas State 
University, where he earned a degree 
in agribusiness. He has worked as a
chemist for TXI and was employed 30
years with the Texas Department of
Transportation. He recently retired as 
a district environmental coordinator.

DISTRICT 8
Matthew Albus
has been a Lamar
Electric member
since 2005. He
feels co-ops are
the most effec-
tive means of
supplying elec-
tricity to rural

areas and allow rural areas to be self-
sufficient. He and his wife, Melissa, live
near Roxton. He has a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering from Texas
A&M University. He has worked for
Kimberly-Clark in Paris for 20-plus
years and enjoys having an engineering
job in a rural area. He owns some cattle
and enjoys all types of hunting, training
horses and leatherwork. 

DISTRICT 9
Lyle Yoder has
been a Lamar
Electric member
since 1998 and
has served on the
board of directors
since 2008. He
and his wife, Jinx,
live near Patton-

ville. They have one daughter, a son-in-
law and one granddaughter. He is
self-employed with Yoder & Sons Metal
Works in Paris.
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