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Chapter 8 Officers elected February 26, 2020: 

President – Kassandra Dennis, kassandra@ekdennis.com 
Immediate Past President – Ed Dennis, ed@ekdennis.com 

First Vice President / Wagonmaster – Phylana Ladd, ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com 
Second Vice President - Open 
Secretary – Dory Johnson, dorytx@aol.com 
Treasurer – Steve Bufty, Ch8treasurer@gmail.com 
Assistant Treasurer – Ron Wroblewski, wrobo@sbcglobal.net 
Membership – Herb Baldwin, herbsells@gmail.com 
Webmaster – Bill Johnson, Ch8comms@gmail.com 
Historian – Herb Baldwin, herbsells@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor – Cece Wroblewski, cece.wroblewski@gmail.com 

The purpose of Chapter 8 is to: 

• Introduce Escapees Chapter 8 Mexican Connection members to RV travel in Mexico, its 
scenery, traditions, food, culture and folklore. 

• Travel South of the border and give back more than the enriching experiences we gain, 
through charity donations and business patronization. 

• Enable Chapter 8 members to feel comfortable to return to Mexico for future rallies as well as 
their own road trip adventures. 

 
Refer to the Chapter 8 website for the Chapter Standing Rules and Bylaws. 

 

Figure 1Mexican Connection Chapter 8 Members in Baja Mexico 

 

Figure 2Mexican Connection Chapter 8 members in Baja Mexico 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Kassandra Dennis   

Hola Amigos y Amigas, 

Chapter 8 has two large events each year: The main one being our annual February 

rally to Mexico and the other being our yearly Escapade presentations which builds 

Escapee interest in joining us on our annual Mexican Connection adventure. This year 

the Escapade is in Wyoming in July and will again be a wonderful event well worth the 

trip! We will once again have our annual Chapter 8 ROW attendance and our ever-

popular Mexican Connection Social Hour.  

What is the ROW some of you might ask? It 

is an opportunity for all Escapees RV Club chapters to have a 

booth and tell all Escapade attendees what our beautiful chapters 

and BOF’s are all about. As usual, our booth will be staffed by the 

Wagonmaster and Special Volunteers (see separate article from 

Wagonmaster on this). This has always been such a fun event for 

us, many new interested rally attendees and future Chapter 

members stop by our booth and learn about our fun trips. Many 

repeat attendees come by and reminisce about past rallies and the 

fun we had. Our colorful table area, decorated with a Mexican 

theme, has been one of the most popular these past few years. 

On top of that the Wagonmaster and Chapter members will once again host the Mexican Connection 

Social. The high light being the Wagonmaster giving a presentation about the upcoming adventures she 

and her assistants have planned for the 2022 ¡Vamos a Baja! rally. This event is always well attended, we 

had over 200 attendees the last couple of years! Some want to know how to attend our rally but may just 

want to learn about RVing in Mexico after all that has gone on for the past year or so.  

 

Please contact Phylana if you are interested in helping with this fun afternoon event. Many attendees 

want to know how to RV in Mexico… so this is a wonderful time for experienced and new travelers to 

Mexico to mingle and learn from one another. We look forward to seeing your smiling faces on the ROW 

and enjoying the social! 
 

Many of you have already asked about how and when to register for the upcoming 2022 rally… It is good 

to see such excitement from future attendees! Registration for our Rally opens Sept. 1 noon CDT and as 

always you will be able to see and help us test the on-line registration form a couple of weeks before 

that. The Wagonmaster will have more information on this in the summer newsletter, so look for this in 

your inbox around August 15th! 

Kassandra 
Kassandra Dennis, President 

Chapter 8 Mexican Connection 

Escapees RV Club 

Kassandra Dennis, President 
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Message from 2022 Wagonmaster by Phylana Ladd 
 

¡Hola, mi Amigos y Amigas!  I hope this finds you all healthy, happy, and 

excited to go to Baja!  The Vamos a Baja 2022 Rally beckons!  

As I sit here today in a cold, dreary, rainy, windy Illinois, I find myself once 

again dreaming of Baja.  But I’m happy to say that plans for the Vamos a Baja 

2022 Rally are coming along nicely, and we have lots of fun, exciting, and 

relaxing things planned.  Even a SECRET GUEST SPEAKER!  And nope! I’m not 

telling you anything more, other than you won’t want to miss this! 

For those of you who’ve never been on a Chapter 8 Mexican Connection rally, I 

must ask, what are you waiting for?!  Or maybe you’re like me.  Until last year, 

I knew nothing about Chapter 8, nor had I ever given any serious consideration 

to taking my RV into Mexico. Thankfully, my dear friends, Ron and Cece 

Wroblewski, encouraged me to attend the 2020 Rally. I am so glad they did!   

Up until that time, I had been a full-time, solo traveler for about a year. I’d boondocked some, mooch-docked, dry-

camped, and stayed in RV and state parks, but almost always alone.  So, in all honesty, I was a little hesitant about 

traveling with a bunch of people, most of whom I didn’t know.  But I trusted Ron and Cece to not lead me astray!  

Needless to say, my concerns were unfounded.  Everyone was so very kind and welcoming, and there were even a few 

other solo travelers like me on the Rally.  We blended into a nice melting pot of Chapter 8 members wanting to learn 

about Mexico, enjoy Baja, and do what we could to help the local community. 

I suppose that does beg the question, though, how on earth did someone who was on their first trip into Baja become 

the Wagonmaster for the next Rally?!  Well, apparently my absolute, complete, utter, and sheer enjoyment and love for 

all things Baja, was abundantly obvious to others.  I laugh because I’m sure I must have seemed like a little girl who’s 

fallen in love with her very first pony…only my pony was Baja!  And I can tell you now that with every experience I’ve 

had in Baja, I only love that little Baja pony more and more.  But, back to my point.  I was asked if I would be interested 

in being the Wagonmaster, and I said only if I can 

have help. Thankfully, I have two great helpers.  

Shari Nova is Charity Committee Chair, and my 

Assistant Wagonmaster, and Gary Hatt who has 

also stepped in to help as an Assistant 

Wagonmaster in a variety of other ways.  And of 

course, there is an entire Board of dedicated 

people helping behind the scenes! Together, it is 

our heartfelt desire to make the Vamos a Baja 

2022 Rally into your very own Baja pony!  Or, at 

the very least, we hope that you have an 

absolutely fantastic time at the Rally, and want to come back, and maybe even help or 

lead the many rallies to come.  We hope you grow to love Baja as we have.   
Gary Hatt, Asst Wagonmaster 

Shari Nova, Charity Chair & Asst WM 

Phylana Ladd, Wagonmaster, & friend 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bit about Chapter 8 - Mexican Connection, and the Rally… 

Escapees Chapter 8, Mexican Connection, was established in 1985 in San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico, by a group of Escapees 

members who loved to spend their winters in Mexico, and who thought that other Escapees members would also enjoy 

being in Mexico.  The goal of the Chapter is to introduce Escapees members to Mexico, its culture, food, traditions, and 

folklore; help the new members feel comfortable in Mexico, and want to come back; to give back to the community 

through hands-on charitable service work, and patronization of local Mexican vendors. The Rallies provide us the means 

to satisfy these goals and requirements, but more importantly, as a way to come together in a group to enjoy and 

explore Mexico.  For the past several years, the rallies have been held in Baja as the uncertainty of mainland Mexico has 

created an environment that perhaps isn’t the most suitable for a group of folks in RV’s.  We hope that someday soon, 

mainland will become a viable option again for our rallies.  Thankfully, Baja is very safe!  (See Shari’s article about the 

fantastic adventure we went on earlier this year in Baja! See Page 18)  

Let’s talk about what you can expect when you attend our rally.  As you will see from the itinerary below, there are a 

number of activities planned, and several locations where we will be boondocking. It is very important that you are 

comfortable and capable of boondocking in whatever “rig” you bring to the Rally.  I do want to clarify though, we are 

boondocking, we are not free camping.  We pay for all the RV parking/camping locations of the Rally; that is included in 

the registration fee.   

A bit about where we’ll be staying.  We will start our Rally at the beautiful Potrero County Park in Potrero, CA, which is 

45 miles east of San Diego.  It’s a wonderful little park with picnic areas, a nice pavilion, hot showers, walking and fitness 

trails, and water and electric (30/50 amp) hook ups, and a nice 

dump station on site.  And it’s also close to where we’ll cross 

the border in Tecate, as well as the cute little town of Campo. 

From here, we’ll head to our first stop, Zoológico Parque del 

Niño Jersey, in Valle de Guadalupe.  While we won’t have any 

electric or dump sites available, there will be hot showers, and 

reverse osmosis water is available in town.  We’ll be at the Zoo 

for five nights, so most folks have more than enough water in 

their tanks after filling up at Potrero right before we leave to 

cross the border.  Also, for folks who need to run generators, 

you will be able to do so within the generator hours. When we 

arrive at La Jolla Beach Camp, we will have reverse osmosis 

water and propane available for purchase (delivery trucks will come to the campground); nominal fees for both, and 

best to pay in pesos.   There is a dump site at the beach, but there is also a vendor available who will come to your RV 

and empty it for you - that fee is $10 (USD).  There are some 15A electric sites available for an additional $2 (USD) a day 

(that is not included in the registration fee). Also, at La Jolla Beach Camp, there are hot water showers available.  

Registration at Potrero County Park 

Free range horses…our Baja ponies! 
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However, please note that they are saltwater showers, not freshwater showers. There is also a laundromat not far from 

La Jolla where they will do your laundry for you.  It’s a great service, and a great way to help the local economy.  

Items included in the registration fees are:  

• Potluck Welcome Dinner with Travel Orientation at Potrero 

• RV parking/camping sites for the entirety of the Rally (Potrero County Park, the Zoo, and La Jolla Beach 

Campground) 

• We will travel in small groups, with an 

experienced Group Leader and Sweep 

(sometimes also called a Tail Gunner) 

• Welcome Dinner at the Zoo  

• Wine and Olive tours 

• Entry fees for the Zoo 

• Private Chapter 8 tour of the Zoo - where we’ll 

learn all about the Zoo. From its beginnings to 

how it’s changed over the years, its focus on 

providing a safe haven for animals that have 

been confiscated, funding, to how it managed 

to operate and take care of the animals during 

the Covid pandemic, and it’s plans for the 

future. 

• Be a Zookeeper for a Day - this is a voluntary, 

behind-the-scenes opportunity to work hand-

in-hand with the Zookeepers as they go 

through their day providing the care, 

enrichment, and feeding of the 

animals in their charge. For many, it is 

their favorite aspect of visiting the 

Zoo. Lifelong friendships are 

developed with many of the staff, and 

I know I can’t wait to go back and see 

them all again! 

• Welcome Fiesta at La Jolla Beach 

Campground with live music and 

dancing! 

• Bus tour of Ensenada, including a tour 

and presentation at the stunning 

environmental and marine life Caracol Museo de Ciencias (Caracol Science Museum) in Ensenada (for those who 

are thinking of traveling further into Baja on one of the add-on trips, you will love what you learn at the Science 

Museum!); Historical Jail tour (it’s being remodeled as we speak, and promises to be quite interesting); local 

shopping; and finishing up at everyone’s favorite, what we call a Farmers Market, they call Los Globos.  It’s an 

AMAZING open-air market with everything from fresh seafood and meat to all the fruits and vegetables you can 

imagine!  Not to mention, a plethora of vendors serving lunch. And for dessert you won’t want to miss out on 

their Fruit Smoothies!   

Welcome dinner at Zoo 

Welcome dinner at the Zoo 2020 
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• Opportunity for hands-on 

charity/service work, in-kind 

donations sorting, and a super 

fun Auction!  

• Free time for you to 

explore on your own, with your 

group or other members. We 

encourage car pooling as much as 

possible.  If public transportation 

is available, give it a try! 

• Secret Guest Speaker!! 

• Dance performance by 

Folkloric Anahuac Punta Banda 

Children’s Folkloric Ballet, the 

local children’s dance troupe.  

They are amazing! 

• Farewell Dinner at a local Mexican restaurant 

 

Items you will be responsible for: 

• Meals outside of the Welcome and Farewell dinners 

• Mandatory Mexican liability insurance 

• All RV related expenses – fuel, water, propane, etc. 

• Tips for services and meals 

• Personal shopping and souvenirs 

• Anything not listed above in what’s included in the registration fee. 

 

Charity, It’s Who We Are… 

A big part of Chapter 8 and the Rally revolves around charitable activities.  

It’s why we are a non-profit Escapees Chapter.  During the Vamos a Baja 

2022 Rally, our hands-on service work will be with Casa Esperanza, a 

domestic violence shelter located near La Jolla Beach Camp.  Shari Nova is 

our Charity Committee Chair, and she’ll be leading us through whatever 

activities the committee and Casa Esperanza agree upon.  It is too soon to 

know what these activities will be, but there is an abundance of 

opportunity to help. If we find we need any special skills or tools, we’ll 

announce that later.  For now, just know that there is more than enough 

work to keep us all very busy during our day of helping the local 

community.  Please see her article in this newsletter on Page 13 

Additionally, we will have an Auction.  And this is where we need YOUR 

help!  Please bring quality items for donation to the Auction, AND money 

to buy items!  Last year we had everything from Native American flutes to 

wine and tequila, RV related items, blankets, and just a whole assortment 

of items.  The Auction will be open to the public and to us, of course.  The 

Adding insulation to new home at Casa 
del Abuelas in 2020 

Sprucing up a home in Casa del Abuelas in 2020 

Jim demonstrates hand crafted  flute 
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more items, the better! The funds raised from the Auction go towards several different charities, and YOU get to help 

decide which ones!  Last year we raised several thousand dollars! 

We will also process in-kind donations for the local community, schools, and other organizations based upon the items 

donated.   

 

Volunteers Needed… 

Many say that the best way to really enjoy an event or activity is to get involved, to volunteer.  Well, we will have LOTS 

of opportunity for you to get involved.  We are asking for volunteers for Group Leaders and Sweeps (formerly called tail 

gunners), Charity Committee, Parking Committee, other committees as needed, and there will also be lots of 

opportunity for “one off” tasks.  So, please start giving some thought to what you may like to do, if you’d like to 

volunteer.  It’s the best way for YOU to engage and enjoy the Rally.  We’ll have more information later explaining what 

the different volunteer positions will entail.  But first and foremost, this Rally is about having FUN!  And together, we all 

have more fun!  

Also, please consider getting involved in the Chapter leadership.  We will need a Wagonmaster for 2023, as well as other 

positions on the Board.  We need YOU to keep Chapter 8 alive and thriving! 

 

Vamos a Baja 2022 Itinerary… 

So, what exactly are our plans for the Vamos a Baja 2022 Rally?  Below is our currently projected itinerary. As you can 

see, we’ll have some full days, but we’ll also have some free days set aside so you can do whatever your heart desires. 

Whether that’s going on wine tours on your own in Valle de Guadalupe or walking for miles on the beach in La Jolla. 

Your day, you do what you want. With any luck, public transportation will be a viable option again by the time we get 

back down to Ensenada (La Jolla Beach Campground).  We always encourage car-pooling whenever possible!  It’s a great 

way to get to know the other Rally members! Of course, as with any itinerary, this is subject to change.  But we do feel 

pretty confident in our current plan. 

Just a reminder, the Vamos a Baja 2022 Rally dates are Feb. 9th – Feb. 25th, 2022 

2/9/22 - Rally Start at Potrero County Park, Potrero, CA – attendees should arrive by noon as we’ll have lots to 

do that day!  Later in the day we’ll have a potluck dinner and travel orientation, and you’ll meet your assigned 

traveling group companions. 

2/10/22 – Split up into our small, assigned traveling 

groups and drive to the border (we will carpool for 

this; it’s only 6 miles from the Park), we’ll walk 

across and get our FMM cards (Mexico’s equivalent 

of a US visa) and do a small walking tour of the 

lovely border town of Tecate. While in Tecate, we’ll 

visit the Tecate brewery, get pesos, grab some 

lunch, and go to the AMAZING Tecate Bakery! That 

evening we’ll meet up for a Happy Hour and finalize 

plans for our departure the following day.  

2/11/22 – Depart Potrero County Park in our small, 

assigned groups, cross border at Tecate, and drive Small group at Tecate park in 2020 
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to Zoológico Parque del Niño Jersey, Valle de Guadalupe, BC (it’s approximately 51 miles from Potrero to the 

Zoo); Welcome Dinner at Zoo  

2/12/22 – Exclusive Chapter 8 Guided Tour of 

the Zoo (approximately 4 hours); Free time; 

Happy Hour Social 

2/13/22 – Olive or Wine Tour (this has yet to 

be finalized) 

2/14/22 – Be a Zookeeper for a Day 

(approximately five hours); If you don’t want 

to participate in the event, you will have Free 

time during the day; Happy Hour Social in the 

evening. 

2/15/22 – Olive or Wine Tour (this has yet to 

be finalized); Happy Hour Social with travel 

orientation and plans for the next day’s 

departure to La Jolla Beach Campground 

2/16/22 – Travel in our assigned groups to La Jolla Beach Campground (it’s approximately 44 miles from the 

Zoo); reverse osmosis water and propane available for a small fee; dump site on location; Welcome Fiesta with 

live music and dancing. 

2/17/22 – Free Day** 

2/18/22 – Ensenada bus tour, which includes the Caracol Museo de Ciencias (Science Museum), historical jail 

visit, shopping, lunch and open-air market at Los Globos (fresh food market!).  

2/19/22 – Hands-on Charity (Casa Esperanza – see article by Shari Nova on page 13 ); p.m. Donation drop-off for 

auction, and auction prep (Please bring QUALITY items to sell at the fundraising auction.); in-kind donation 

sorting. 

2/20/22 – Folkloric Anahuac - Punta Banda 

Children’s Folkloric Ballet; tamales 

fundraising event for the dance group; 

SECRET GUEST SPEAKER (you will NOT 

want to miss this!)  

2/21/22 – Auction prep; Auction 

2/22/22 – Add-on trips* or travel back to 

the US border (Tecate) travel orientation; 

Free Day** 

2/23/22 – General Meeting (all attendees) 

with election of 2023 Board members, 

2023 Wagonmaster/Assist. Wagonmaster 

and announcement of 2023 Rally location! Followed by our Farewell Dinner. 

2/24/22 – Final Add-on trips* or travel back to the US border (Tecate) travel orientation; dump tanks, water and 

propane available for those who will be continuing onto the add-on trips. 

Happy Hour at the Zoo 2020 

Children's dance group 



10 
 

2/25/22 – Vamos a Baja 2022 Rally Ends – SKP hugs and farewell!  ¡Adiós y viajes seguros!  

**Events/activities not scheduled, or included in the rally fee, but available at La Jolla Beach Camp: 

• Cooking class – there will be an additional nominal fee for this class (TBD), which will be offered on one of the 

free days. 

• Daily walks on the beach, or the nearby hills 

• Natural hot springs in the beach (yes, IN, the beach!) 

• La Bufadora – one of the world’s largest marine geysers 

• Onsite RV/vehicle wash, and wax (for a fee) 

• Possibly other activities not yet planned 

 

*Add-On Trips are for those who wish to travel further into Baja after the Rally ends on 2/25/22.  Please note, these are 

NOT part of the Rally.   

All costs and activities associated with the add-on trips are separate from the Rally.  There will be a volunteer group 

leader, someone who will lead the group to the location. Reservations will not be made at any of the add-on locations, 

nor will activities be planned.  However, due to the time of year that we do the trips, historically there have not been 

any issues getting into RV parks/beach camping locations. All decisions regarding the add-on trips will be decided within 

the individual groups going on the trips.  All that said, the add-on trips are AMAZING, and if you can, you will definitely 

want to go on one! 

 The following are the add-on trips: 

• Bahia de los Angeles 

• Guerrero Negro – whale watching  

• San Felipe/Puerto Peñasco 

• Mulegé – Playa Santispac 

• Potentially other locations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready to Rally!!! 

Watch for your Summer Newsletter in your inbox around August 15th for more detailed information about traveling into 

Baha. We’ll also include whatever we know at that time regarding Covid vaccination requirements, etc.. Make sure you 

give yourself plenty of time to get your passport (if you don’t already have one.)  And lastly, we’ll have a link to the 

Guerrero Negro – whale watching 

Mulege 
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much-anticipated Sept 1st registration form (form will not be activated until noon CDT on Sept. 1st but you can have a 

sneak peek). 

Vamos a Baja 2022 Rally registration opens September 1,2021 on our website, mexicanconnection08.com.  You’ll want 

to sign up immediately as slots are limited! Pricing is $739 per rig (two people), solo pricing is $629 (per rig).   

Make sure to sign up for our Newsletter on the website, mexicanconnection08.com, so you’ll be first in the know for all 

things Mexican Connection!  Also, keep an eye on our Facebook page and the website for current information regarding 

the Rally and the Chapter news. 

 

Lastly… 

Make sure you check out Shari Nova’s article in this newsletter on page 18! You’ll see why we love Baja even more!  

If you have questions about the Rally, please contact either Shari or me at: 

Phylana Ladd  

ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com 

Shari Nova 

asstwagonmaster@gmail.com 

Hasta que nos volvamos a encontrar, ¡viaje seguro! 

Until we meet again, safe travels! 

                

  

Phylann & Shari 

mailto:ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com
mailto:asstwagonmaster@gmail.com
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 2022 Rally Announcement 

 

 

Dates of the Rally:  

Feb. 9, 2022 – Feb. 25, 2022 

Locations:  

Potrero County Park, Potrero, California, USA 
 

Zoológico Parque del Niño Jersey,  

Valle de Guadalupe, Baja California, MX 

 

La Jolla Beach Camp 

 Punta Banda, Baja California, MX 

 

Add-on Trips: 

Bahia de los Angeles 

Guerrero Negro (Whale Watching) 

Mulege - Playa Santispac 

San Felipe 

Possibly others… 

 

Pricing for the Rally: 
 $739 per rig (2 people)  $629 per rig (solo) 

 
 Registration September 1, 2021 

 

 
If you have any questions about the Rally, 

please feel free to contact me via ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:ch8wagonmaster@gmail.com
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… Assistant Wagonmaster / Charity Chairman … Shari Nova  

Giving Back…It’s What We Do! 

 

 

One of the things that impressed me 

when I went to Baja with the Escapee 

Mexican Connection in 2020 

was the charity work the 

members did while visiting Baja.  That year, volunteers helped 

insulate and paint a new residence at Casa del Abuelos, visited with 

the residents and enjoyed the entertainment provided by our own 

Malcomb Russ.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In March 2021, Phylana and I arrived at the beloved La Jolla Beach Camp south of 

Ensenada, where our hosts, the Pabloff family, treat all Mexican Connection 

members like family.  Miguel spent many days helping us sort through the details of 

our rally, including taking one whole day to introduce us to charity organizations that 

might benefit from our help.  After Miguel’s tour, it was clear to both Phylana and 

me, that our hearts, helping hands, donations and energy would have a great outlet .   

 

I am proud to announce that the focus of the Vamos a Baja 2022! Charity Committee 

will be working hand-in-hand with Gabriela Aguilar at Casa Esperanza, a refuge for 

women and children.  In 2001, Theresa Mc Fetridge (aka Hermana Terry), a Calvary 

Chapel missionary,  along with an associate, Adriana Robles, saw a need for 

sheltering abandoned and abused women and their children.  Their vision was to 

bring healing, health and freedom to this underserved population, many from the 

farm camps south of Ensenada.  They started out in a rented home with five bedrooms in Maneadero, and within a 

couple of years they were able to purchase a two-acre plot.  By 2005, a new home was built for the residents (now 

Shari Nova – Charity Committee Chair 

Malcomb Russ on the violin for Casa Del Abuelos 

Preparing the insulation for houses 2020 

Miguel Pabloff - our tour guide 



14 
 

serving as a home for visiting missionaries and directors) where as many as 12 to 15 women and their children lived.  

Since then, new accommodations have been built with separate bedrooms, a common kitchen/dining hall, community 

center and school.   

 

Newly Completed School at Casa Esperanza 

Although it appears this non-profit (a 501(c)3 of the US) has had a lot of help along the way, there are still several 

projects we can help with.   

 

The school is new, and hardly been used since it was shut down during COVID, but still needs a little help in the form of 

shelving, sorting and organizing. The plan eventually is to open the school to children outside the Casa Esperanza 
community so that other children can have some of the educational opportunities the residents have.     
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Some of the vacant rooms might need repairs and paint to make them fresh and clean for a new resident.  There was 

talk of building a shelter for the well pump, or doing some landscaping.   

We   
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Phylana had a great idea to donate a bench and some greenery to create a “serenity corner” for anyone wishing to have 

a peaceful space; or a “friendship bench” where residents, old and young, can ask for help without saying a word.   

 

 

After visiting with Gabriela a little more, we soon learned that the women eventually hold a job, get counselling and are 

encouraged to become independent.  The program eventually helps each woman attain a small piece of land and a 

home to call their own.  Here is a quote from the Casa Esperanza website: 

Once our moms get jobs and start saving up a little money they have an opportunity many never dreamed they 

would have. The opportunity to purchase a plot of land where a house will be built for them in the future. They make 

monthly payments of $100 on the property. The goal is for these women to grow strong enough physically, spiritually 

and emotionally to become the heads of their households, providing for their families through the provision of the 

Lord and their own labors. Once they are ready to leave the program at Casa Esperanza a house is built for them 

by Real Life Ministries.  

You can see why Phylana and I were so impressed with this organization, the director Gabriela, and the residents of 

Casa Esperanza.  It’s not only a life-saver; it’s a life-giver!   

I’ll know more about the specific tasks we will be doing as the time draws nearer.  In the meantime, donations of warm 

blankets, pillows, sheets, towels, school supplies, and/ or feminine products are always welcome.  There will be a drop 

off point for any of the above items when we get to La Jolla Beach Camp next February.   

If you are interested in more information about the background and genesis of Casa Esperanza, please go to 

http://micasaesperanza.com.     

 

http://www.ltpalmas.org/
http://www.ltpalmas.org/
http://micasaesperanza.com/
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My heartfelt appreciation and gratitude go out to all who participate in this worthwhile endeavor next February!  I look 

forward to working with you! 

Shari Nova,  Charity Committee Chair and Assistant Wagonmaster 
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Las Playas Bonitas de Baja 

The Beautiful Beaches of Baja 

By Shari Nova 

 

I’m a mountain girl, born and raised, so I had a hard time understanding what all the fuss was about when folks 

talked about going to the beach.  The Escapee Mexican Connection members raved about the beaches; 

movies have been made about the natural wonders of oceans and seas, and walking in the sand stirs all kinds 

of emotions and romantic notions.  I didn’t get it!  

That is, until Phylana Ladd and I decided to journey to Baja -- just to see if we 

could make it past the border.  Phylana is the 2021-2022 Wagonmaster, and I am 

her assistant for the Escapee Mexican Connection Rally in 2022.  

Three months later, we look back at the map and see we visited at least a dozen 

beaches, each with their own character and history.  We clocked a couple 

thousand miles, got stuck in the sand, marveled at the topography and simply fell 

in love with Baja, her people and varied landscapes.   

 

 

 

 

I now have a whole new appreciation for playas, the different sand textures and compositions, the turquoise 

waters, the landscapes and the rich diversity beaches have to offer.  If you are in a hurry or are already 

addicted to the beach and want to join us next year, just stop here and save the date for next year’s rally - 

Vamos a Baja!  February 9 – 25, 2022.  The registration will be early in September, 2021. 

If you have a little more time I’d like to share some of my thoughts about beaches and travel in Baja.   

 

 

 

Phylana and me at El Arco near 
Cabo San Lucas 
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First off, be open-minded and observant.  

Everyone’s experiences are different but 

when you have that breathtaking moment 

or day…you will know it! 

 

                            

The sand, the wind, the water, sunsets 

and sunrises are different on every 

beach.  I haven’t seen all of them in Baja, 

but I wager that if you look hard enough 

you will fall in love with one, or more, too.  

Approach to Playa Santispac 

Busy beach at Cabo San Lucas Serenity Sunrise at Los Barilles 
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        Hiking                            Meandering                              Kayaking                      Exploring 

Get off the camp chair and go for a walk, or ride a bike or horse.  There are so many gems to discover and 

stories to be told.  You ain’t getting any younger – do it now! 

                   

    El Capitan            The weaver from Oaxaca   Chicho, our trusty guide           Glass blower at La Bufadora   

The local vendors are a treasure, hard-working and eager to please.  Your patronization goes a long way 

toward helping them and their families.  

             

                  Anthony and Rizzy                             Johnny                             Phylana at Zopilotes    

Beach people are wonderful.  The expats are kind, friendly, helpful, and willing to share information about their 

favorite trails or ice cream shops.   
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Soft sand will suck you in; branches and rocks may scrape the side of your rig; the road to some beaches are 

rutted and dirty – scout it before you go. Unless, of course, you are set up to Baja 1000 standards and want to 

explore out-of-the-way places.  

             

                   Painting                           Propane                                         Wash and Wax 

You will probably pay between 200 pesos (~$10 USD) to 600 pesos (~$30 USD) for camping.  Not all beaches 

or campgrounds have all the amenities, but will strive to provide whatever you need if asked.  For example, we 

frequently had a propane truck come to camp to fill our tanks.  
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This isn’t related to beaches, specifically, but if your group leader suggests getting pesos at the local ATM, do 

it!  Baja is a cash society (except most gas stations) and sometimes the ATMs run out of pesos.  Better to have 

more than you think you will need. Stash them in different places in your RV.   

 

 

The ”Traveler’s Guide to Camping in Mexico’s Baja” was our bible.  When you check in 

at registration, you will receive the Church’s book, if you don’t already have one.  Read 

it! 

There is a ton of useful information in this book and coupled with the iOverlander app, 

we were guided to safe, clean and supervised camping in some of the most pristine and 

beautiful environments you can imagine. 

  

 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the “Leave no Trace” and “Pack it in, Pack it out” rules we Escapees live 

by.  Please, don’t leave waste, trash, food, or even a small seed on the beach or anywhere you are camping.  

If you see trash, pick it up and pack it out if you can.  That makes it better for all of us and honors the beautiful 

landscape we are so fortunate to visit. 
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The group you will travel with – The Escapees Mexican Connection – is fun, knowledgeable and stands 

ready to introduce you to Baja. Check out our website:    http://mexicanconnection08.com/  and Facebook 

page! 

http://mexicanconnection08.com/
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Last but not least…I’m hooked!  I get it!  And given the opportunity – you might too!  

 

If you are the least bit curious about your ability to travel to a beach, a different climate, or country and meet 

charming and friendly people, please join Phylana and me on our next Excapee Mexican Connection Rally – 

February 9-25, 2022.  But be aware…you just might fall in love! 
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Remember to Update your Membership: 

 

 
Let us read your story in the  
Summer 2021 Newsletter!! 

(Send your entry by August 1, 2021) 

 
Where has your RV taken you? 

What is your favorite memory from a past Chapter 8 Mexican 
Connection Rally? Have you met up with fellow Chapter 8’ers?  

Hmmm? 
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send a note and pictures to the newsletter editor 
Cece.wroblewski@gmail.com 

Membership Reminder: Chapter 8’s membership fee  

$10 for 1 year 

$25 for 3 years 

$40 for 5 years 

Chapter 8 dues run from May 1st through April 30th of the following year. 

Please renew on the Chapter 8 website's Membership Renewal page – 

http://mexicanconnection08.com/new-renew-membership/  

 

Flamingos 

http://mexicanconnection08.com/new-renew-membership/

