
Hola… and Welcome to first Attendee Bulletin of our 2020 Baja Adventure! 

The days are getting shorter and the nights are getting colder… Thanksgiving is just around the corner 
as our thoughts turn to the warm sunshine and warmer hearts of the everyday people South of the Bor-
der down Baja Mexico Way. The non-profit Chapter 8 of the Escapees RV Club has produced rallies to 
Mexico for more than three decades without any significant negative incident of any kind! 

In the finest tradition of Safe & Sane Travelers, the leaders of the 2018 Wine to Whales Baja Caravan, 
the 2019 Rolling Rally and next year’s 2020 Baja Adventure have set new standards for festive and safe 
travels in Baja California, Mexico. We gather in the California at San Diego County’s picturesque Potrero 
Park and cross the border in the small, prosperous and friendly town of Tecate. We travel in a series of 
small groups of 6 to 8 rigs with a group leader and “Tail-End-Charlie” in CB radio contact. Our special 
rapport with the office of the Mexican Secretary of Tourism provides better travel information and di-
rect access to the “Green Angels”… mechanics paid by the Mexican government who travel the roads we 
do to help stranded tourists free of charge!  

The three primary venues for 2020 Baja Adventure have 24 hour security. Potrero Park has its rangers 
while the Zoologico Parque del Nino and La Jolla Beach Camp have gated entrances as well. At Potrero, 
everyone will be brought up-to-date on how to get the most out fun and value out of traveling in the 
tourist friendly areas of Baja California… hundreds of miles from the violence that occurred in mainland 
Mexico on the other side of the Gulf of California. Just like there are neighborhoods in U.S. cities that 
we would not recommend to U.S. tourists, there are areas of Mexico that Chapter 8 caravans avoid. 

Our 2020 Baja Adventure is quite different from previous Chapter 8 rallies. We have taken the best 
parts of the 2018 and 2019 rallies, added some new and exciting elements along the way… and then ex-
tended the adventure beyond the initial two weeks with optional guided trips to San Felipe or Playa San-
tispac on the Sea of Cortez (Gulf of California on U.S. maps). San Felipe has been a popular destination 
for Chapter 8 in past years and has been the focus of a sold-out Escapees Hang-Out and Xcapers Con-
vergence also in 2020.  
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100 Happy Campers in their Rally Jackets arrive at La Jolla Beach Camp on the Pacific Ocean. 



Sometimes a computer “Spam Checker” may bury one of our interesting updates in your Spam Folder so 
be sure to check. Also, if there are two in your party and only one is receiving these emails, then please 
let us know so we can update our files with the correct email addresses. 

And now back to some pertinent rally preparations… 

Remember to make sure that your passports are ready for our upcoming February adventure, the expi-
ration date has to be at least 6 months past your anticipated rally return date to the U.S.. 

As many of you are starting to travel to the Southwest for the winter please remember to bring along a 
copy of your vehicle title. Your registration papers should be in good order before arriving at Potrero. 

If you intend to get an online FMM card for traveling in Mexico, please wait until January since FMM 
cards are only valid for a limited time. We will send out a reminder as to the time to get them around 
January 15, 2020. 

Your Wagonmaster (and her faithful companion, Ed) will scout the entire route again in detail to Ensena-
da in December to make sure all is in good order. We once again will pay particular attention to the bor-
der crossing, road conditions, travel route, meals arranged/ordered, campground security, availability or 
propane, pump outs and fresh drinking water, on site visit to hands on charity location etc. So all will be 
ready for our group trip in February.  

We see that many of you have shown interest in travelling further south at the end of the rally in Ense-
nada. Therefore we will also do a quick scouting trip all the way to Mulege/Play Santispac in order to pro-
vide you with the latest updates on road and campground conditions, fuel availability, whale sightings ( ) 
and anything else that might seem of importance. In addition, our Host for the San Felipe add-on trip 
(Gary) will scout the route to San Felipe the day before leading you there!  

We will pass this information on via a Rally Bulletin upon our return and might also post a few pictures on 
Facebook (FB) page during this scouting trip in late December. It would help me greatly to know which 
attendees are not visiting our FB page regularly. I believe it is just a few of you. So, please send me a 
quick email so I know, as I want to make sure that ALL of you are getting the latest information.  

If you are not already following us on FB, you can click here and Join our FB group where you can learn 
more about our group trip as our leaders and members share more information. Check it out at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesMexicanConnection/.  
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The optional extended trip to enjoy the serene beau-
ty of Playa Santispac includes a stop to pet the whales 
in their breeding area adjacent to Guererro Negro 
and tour its World’s Largest Salt Making facility.  

More details and photos of our basic Baja Adventure 
and the optional Add-On trips will be detailed in the 
frequent Attendee Bulletins that will be sent to all 
Chapter 8 Members via our Chapter 8 “Mail Chimp” 
Account (Mexican Connection Communications 
ch8comms@gmail.com). To protect privacy “Attendees 
Only” editions will be sent from the Wagonmaster’s 
personal email (kassandra@ekdennis.com). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesMexicanConnection/


I have heard from many that you are very excited about the trip! I also know there are some newcomers 
to travelling in Mexico with an RV who, understandably are a bit nervous on embarking on this wonderful 
adventure. Please know that we have a good percentage of repeat attendees this year. They will make 
you feel welcome and show you the ropes!  

Once again, many of you have heard of the drug cartel violence etc. in Mexico over the past few years 
and again just last week (several hundred miles away from where we are going). Please know that Chapter 
8 has an excellent track record in providing safe and fun rallies with a purpose to Mexico for over 30 
years now. As with any country (even the U.S.A.) it is important to choose travel locations wisely and 
avoid possible problem areas. Baja California has been very safe for RV travelers for a very long time 
and we once again are looking forward to a great and fun time together and meeting the wonderful peo-
ple of Mexico. 

Ed and I are currently in Virginia with the first snow falling. We surely look forward to being on the 
pristine Pacific ocean beach and to the warm and friendly people of Mexico. 

The next bulletin will be on Chapter 8’s charity efforts and what kind of items we are collecting to pass 
out to approved charity recipients in Mexico. Look for it in your inbox before Thanksgiving. 

Saludos, 

Kassandra Dennis 
Wagonmaster  
2020 Baja Adventure Rally 
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