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Chapter 8 was organized in 1985 to:
 Expose

Escapees Chapter 8 Mexican Connec on members to RV
travel in Mexico, its tradi ons, culture, scenery, food, and folklore.

 Travel

South of the Border and give back more than the enriching
experiences we gain, through charity dona ons and business
patroniza on.

 Enable

Chapter 8 members to feel comfortable to return to Mexico for future
Rallies as well as their own road trip adventures.

El escritorio del redactor

Editor’s Desk

by Lin Hines
Beside repor ng our normal Chapter 8 ac vi es, this issue includes
the sad news of the passing of Escapees RV Club co‐founder Kay Pe‐
terson. Although the Club is certainly in good hands, we will sincerely
miss Kay’s presence at Escapades, Chili Cookoﬀs to beneﬁt Escapees
CARE and her marvelous sense of humor as demonstrated again at
the recent Escapade in Tucson!
As promised in the Spring issue, we’re publishing more photographs of the 2017 San Felipe
Rally. Thanks to everybody that sent photographs for the newsle er‐‐we’ve included as
many as possible! More photographs coming in the Fall Issue just before the end of August
including a very colorful look at SAN FELIPE’S CARNAVAL celebra on a couple days a er the
Rally ended. And please don’t forget that our Chapter 8 Webmaster, Kevin Ridley, would love
to publish your photographs related to Chapter 8 events—be sure to ID people and places!

Oﬃcial Mexican Peso to U.S. Dollar Exchange Rate was 17.88 on 6/26/2017
——CHAPTER 8 FEBRUARY 2018 BAJA WINE TO WHALES CARAVAN——
Be sure to check out the 2018 Chapter 8 Rally —the Baja Wine to Whales Caravan— on
pages 5‐6! It sounds like a really terriﬁc Baja adventure! I’m ready to sign up & go!

2018 RALLY REGISTRATION STARTS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 ONLINE ONLY
AT CHAPTER 8 WEBSITE <WWW.MEXICANCONNECTION08.COM>

FALL ISSUE CHAPTER 8 NEWSLETTER COPY DEADLINE—AUGUST 10
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Board Photo taken 2/19/2017 Missing Board Member—Orene Brown

Functionarios del Capitulo 8
Escapees Chapter 8 Officers
President — Jim and Cynthia Ponder wagonmasters2017@gmail.com
Immediate Past President—Orene Brown
1st VP & 2018 Wagonmasters—Ed & Kassandra Dennis wagonmaster2018@gmail.com
2nd VP & 2019 Wagonmaster‐‐POSITION VACANT‐‐PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
3rd VP & 2020 Wagonmaster—POSITION VACANT—PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
Treasurer—Steve Bu y ch8treasurer@gmail.com
Secretary—Barb Ely
Membership—Maryke Hines
Webmaster—Kevin Ridley

Ch8membership@gmail.com
chapter8webmaster@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor — Lin Hines Chap8newsle er@gmail.com
Newsle er Layout/Graphics—Maryke Hines
Historian—POSITION VACANT—PLEASE VOLUNTEER!

Chapter 8 Website: www.mexicanconnec on08.com
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Mensaje del Presidente
A Message from the President
From the Motorhome of the President—
Glad to have this opportunity to wish all of you a wonderful
summer, a happy 4th of July and to all of our Veterans a
big Thank You for keeping our independence and freedoms
secure.
Chapter 8 is in very capable hands as Ed and Kassandra are
ac vely planning a marvelous Rally for us star ng next
February,2018. It will be a roving Rally and will last a total
of 3 wonderful weeks in Mexico.
The opportunity to travel a er the Rally is always an op on. Go farther south down the Baja, or back
east to San Felipe with the friends you make or reunite with past travelers you have known. We form
small groups to travel together a er the rally in many diﬀerent direc ons including straight back to the
USA.
Jim and I have spent me with family and friends since the last Rally. We spent a month in the Yucatan
of Mexico and if it were not so far away from family would move there tomorrow. We highly recom‐
mend ﬂying down and ren ng a car as we did. Traveling together in a small group if you choose to go in
your RV, is another op on but takes longer and we found very few campgrounds.
This has brought us to a me of decisions in our lives we want to share with all of you.
1st‐We are looking forward to being on the rally in February from Wine to Whales! 2nd ‐We sold our
lot in North Ranch leaving us with the freedom to look for a more permanent home base. 3rd ‐We have
family members with health issues in NY. My Mother, Be y Winn, who some of you met at the Ver‐
mont Escapade turns 92 next year. She s ll lives in and drives her own motorhome, but that cannot last
forever. 4th‐ The increased needs to travel quickly to many places have prompted us to buy a house,
se le down, trade‐in or sell the Country Coach a er the Ch. 8 Rally if not before. We will also be selling
our small 1978 Class C American Clipper, a er we get all the rest of our belongings out of it, in Arizona
next winter season as well. 5th ‐We will be replacing them with a van style Class B a er they are sold
so we can con nue to travel !!
We are moving to a subdivision on Lake Conroe, north of Houston so we have 2 interna onal airports
to choose from. We are less than 2 hours from Livingston, the Escapee “Mother Ship”, and 1 hour from
our oldest grandchild who at 12 s ll likes us a lot. We want to enjoy these years with him while he s ll
has me in his life for us and we can be there for him and his younger siblings.
Chapter 8 will always be a big part of our lives and we expect to remain ac ve in the future, if not on
every rally. We want to thank all of you who have contacted us through the website. More informa on
on the Rally is coming and we look forward to seeing all of you next year. Feel free to contact us at any
me at the emails listed in the newsle er and on the website.
Cynthia and Jim Ponder
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On 13 June 2017, Escapees members received this sad email from Escapees Headquarters

A Life Well Lived

We are deeply saddened to report the passing of our beloved co‐founder, Kay Peterson, aged
90. She and her late husband, Joe Peterson, founded the club in 1978, and con nued to
serve Escapees members un l 1990 when leadership of the club was passed to their daugh‐
ter, Cathie Carr, and her husband Bud. From wri ng and publishing the club’s early news‐
le ers, in the 1970s and 80s, to advising the current board of directors in her later years, Kay
maintained a strong connec on to the club and its members.
The Carr family described Kay perfectly. “While this news is deeply saddening, we must all
remember that Kay lived one of the fullest lives any ninety‐year‐old could ever hope for. She
accomplished every goal she set for herself, and her every dream has been realized.”
In addi on to her work with Escapees, Kay was an accomplished writer, producing reference
books and pamphlets for RVers. She also wrote several novels loosely based on her experi‐
ences traveling around the world. Her book Chasing Rainbows, an anthology of short stories
inspired by people she met while traveling, is a favorite among RVers thanks to her wry sense
of humor and candid way of wri ng.
Con nued on page 8——‐>
C
7

Joe and Kay were inducted into the MH/RV Hall of Fame in 2001, in recogni on of their
support of the RVing community. They were honored again in 2010, when RV Business
magazine included them in the 100 most inﬂuen al people in the RV industry for their
work in RV advocacy, support services and fostering a sense of community among RVers.
Their work has touched the lives of thousands of RVers. As long‐ me Escapees member
Karen Cannon shared, “many people’s lives have changed because of what she and Joe
started. We will always be grateful for them both!”

The family has asked for privacy at this me. Cards and other sen ments may be sent to
the Carr family via Escapees headquarters at 100 Rainbow Drive, Livingston, TX 77351.
Memorial service arrangements will be announced at a later date.

Celebra on of Life –Kay Peterson
A Memorial to celebrate the life of Kay Peterson will be held on July 1, 2017 at the Escapees
CARE Center in Livingston, TX. In lieu of ﬂowers, please consider a dona on to CARE —
Con nued Assistance for Re red Escapees—which Kay founded in 1992.
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Miembros del Capitulo

News From Membership Chair Maryke Hines:
Currently Chapter 8 has 145 paid‐up members. In the beginning of June, an email was sent
out to 83 members, and many of them renewed their membership, and more are coming in.
Welcome to these NEW MEMBERS: Joseph & Denise De Leon, Al & Debbie Adams, Bob
S cker & Mary Lou Steppler, Jonathan Smith, Bob & Donna Hue le, Stefan & Eva Trestyn,
Ron & Sue Corkum, Ramona Stephens, Hank & Tana S gle, Dede Lindholm and Mike & Donna
Dumenil.
I am sure this list will grow in September with registra ons for the Baja Wine to Whales
Caravan. All current members receive the Chapter 8 newsle ers by email, before the news‐
le er is published on the Chapter’s website. For Membership ques ons, email me:
<chap8membership@gmail.com>
Maryke Hines

Secretary’s Minute
Hello from Elma RV Park in Elma, WA. Just arrived today a er spending a couple of weeks
near Lacey, WA. Washington being Washington provided several days of clouds, rain, and
much cooler temps than when we le AZ, for sure. In fact, we used our heaters mornings
and evenings during that me. Then this past Sunday, we drove to Mt. Rainier, and the tem‐
peratures were in the high 90's. Now in Elma, it is a pleasant 87 and lots of sunshine. Yea for
summer! Don't know just how long we will be in Paciﬁc Northwest seeing friends and hoping
for a mini‐rally with some other Bluebird pals. In August, we will be heading for Casper, WY
and the total eclipse. Reserva ons already conﬁrmed; should be a great me. Hope to see
some Chapter 8 people there!
Plans for Chapter 8 Mexican Connec on trip to Ensenada and environs in February 2018
seems to be coming together nicely. Our 2018 Wagonmasters, Kassandra and Ed Dennis,
have been working relessly to put together a FUN trip for all. Be sure to check out the
Chapter 8 website at h p://mexicanconnec on08.com/ for all the latest news and infor‐
ma on about the 2018 Rally. Also, click on the tab “About Us,”, then Charity, to learn what
Chapter 8 members have done through the years to make life a li le be er for the Mexican
people. It is heartwarming to visit the organiza ons that we assist, see the smiles and re‐
ceive the hugs from the recipients of our gi s. Have a wonderful summer and safe travels
wherever you go!
Barb Ely, Secretary
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Mensaje del Segundo Vice Presidente
y organizador de la 2019 Reunión
Second VP & 2019 Wagonmaster

This Space currently VACANT since we had no volunteers/nominees for
2nd VP or 3rd VP at the 2017 San Felipe Rally. If you’re interested in
being Wagonmaster in 2019 or 2020 and taking Chapter 8 members to
your favorite place in Mexico, please contact Chapter 8 President
Cynthia Ponder! We will all be thrilled to welcome you aboard
and give you all the help you need for success!
Do you like RVing, Mexico and History??
If you do, you’ll make a perfect Chapter 8 Historian! The Historian col‐
lects Rally materials, Board and General mee ng minutes, newsle ers
and Rally photographs and adds them to our recently created Chapter 8
digital history ﬁles. Ed Overby, the outgoing Historian, has done a great
job digi zing all available records from the Chapter’s 36 year history!
We’re looking for a computer literate member dedicated to maintaining and adding annual‐
ly to this growing digital archive, that is an important research tool for Wagonmasters plan‐
ning their Rallies. You’ll be working with the Webmaster to archive much of this material
for the future. If this posi on sounds interes ng, please contact President Cynthia Ponder
at <wagonmasters2017@gmail.com>

EVERYBODY NEEDS A GOOD TACO!!
Webmaster’s Data Input
Hola Chapter 8! Summer is here and I hope everyone is staying
cool. Next me you are relaxing in the summer breeze, grab your
phone, tablet or laptop and check out Chapter 8’s new website:
h p://www.mexicanconnec on08.com/
Do you have photos of a past rally you would like featured on the
website? Do you have ideas you would like to see implemented on the website? Send me a
message. Any feedback can be sent right to me at chapter8webmaster@gmail.com
Un l then, tengan un buen verano! (Have a great summer!)

Kevin
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Mensaje del Tesorero
The Treasurer Speaks!
Nothing really new from the Treasurer EXCEPT that 30 membership payments have been re‐
ceived during May and June from a combina on of renewals and new members. These mem‐
bership payments have ranged from one to ﬁve years too! The PayPal system built into the
Chapter 8 website is working well as that is how all of these payments have been received.
Also there have been some conversa ons between the Wagonmaster and the Treasurer to
aid the Wagonmaster in planning the upcoming 2018 Rally from the point of view of ﬁnances.
Your Humble Treasurer, Steve Bufty
Dias Feriados / Mexican Na onal Holidays/Observances—Summer 2017
June 18—Día del Padre—Father’s Day—Observance
June 21—June Sols ce—Observance
August 15—Assump on of Mary—Catholic Holy Day—Observance
Sept. 13—Día de los Niños Heroes—Boy Heroes of Chapuiltepec
Sept. 15—Grito de Delores—Father Miguel Hidalgo’s Cry for Independence—Observance
Sept.16—Día de la Independencia—Independence Day—Na onal Holiday

Algunas Palabras en Español
LET’S SPEAK SPANISH!
by Señora Maryke Hines
English:

Español:

It is hot, very hot
Please give me a beer
See you tomorrow
Where is the bathroom?
Good morning
Good a ernoon
Good night
How much does it cost?
Pardon me

Hace calor, mucho calor
Por favor, déme una cerveza
Hasta mañana
¿Dónde está el baño?
Buenos días
Buenas tardes
Buenas noches
¿Cuánto cuesta?
Perdóneme
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Mensaje de la Directora de los Capítulos de los Escapees

Message from Escapees Inc. Chapter/BOF Director
Hola, Mexican Connec on! I hope you’re having smooth roads and sunny skies
where you are. I know that family and many friends are mourning the passing
of Kay Peterson, co‐founder of this wonderful gathering of like souls known as
Escapees, and rightly so as it is always diﬃcult to say farewell to a loved one.
Ms. Kay was a person of dreams; not only imagining the possibili es, but living
them. Her life consisted of making dreams come true; her own as well as others
that she inspired. Each person must choose how they will grieve the loss of
another, and during this me I'm celebra ng the life of an awesome lady that
mo vated others to hitch to a star and forge those dreams into beau ful memo‐
ries. Thank you, Kay and Joe, for crea ng this family called Escapees!
Summer has come to most of us and I can hear the excitement in the voices and
le ers of those members that have contacted me. The plans that were loosely laid earlier in the year
are now in mo on as well as the wheels of the Escapees' home as they travel paths laid out before
them. Newsle ers are full of tantalizing events that are in full swing or soon to come, and the SKP’s
websites and Facebook pages are brimming with photos of smiling faces and shiny rigs. Don't forget
to make full use of the Escapees magazine and website for all the events going on across the country
(and out of it) that you may want to take part in.
Speaking of the Escapees website, let me point out an o en overlooked por on… the Beneﬁts Sec‐
on. Once you've logged onto the website, if you go to h ps://escapees.com/beneﬁts , you will ﬁnd
loads of informa on, including travel guides, discounts, safety info and many, many more things that
are YOUR beneﬁts for being a member of Escapees! These are yours to use as much as you'd desire
to make your road to freedom easier. Under “Educa on” are Webinars that you can reach at:
h ps://escapees.com/knowledge/webinars . Again, you must log in ﬁrst because these are special
perks for Escapees members.
And last but not least, there is a new program star ng up to recognize the hard work of that special
individual among your Chapter or BOF that goes the extra mile for your group. In order to par ci‐
pate, your Chapter or BOF (as a group) should vote to nominate one individual whose par cular
works set them apart. Write a short essay sta ng the reason that this person is deserving to be rec‐
ognized for their contribu ons and forward it to me along with a photo of that person in ac on, if
possible. They will be recognized for their dedica on through our Escapees outlets including SKP
social media and SKP website. The hardest part for your group will be choosing one person because
I know there are many hard‐working people out there. My friends, I wish you all happy trails and
crackling ﬁres; warm days and starry nights. Stay safe and I look forward to hearing of all your adven‐
Hugs, Lockie Sailer
tures soon.
Chapter/BOF Director, Escapees RV Club www.escapees.com/fun/chapters

Get ready for some great WHALEWATCHING on the 2018 Rally!

Guerrero Negro and Scammon’s Lagoon is the place in the middle
of Baja.! Will you get to touch and maybe kiss a very friendly
baby Grey Whale? Come along on the 2018 Rally and find out!!
It’s truly an amazing experience that you’ll never forget!
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SWIM WITH WHALE SHARKS IN LA BAY!
Help Vermilion Sea Ins tute researchers iden fy new and returning whale
sharks in Bahía de los Ángeles, Baja California. The trips are either: August
21‐26 or Sept. 1‐6, 2017. The $960 all‐inclusive price includes round trip
travel from San Diego, lodging, meals, boat rental, wetsuit, and ﬁns. Stars
to the Sea Project. <www.vermillionseains tute.org>

SEA SHEPHERD IN FIGHT TO SAVE IMPERILED VAQUITA MARINA PORPOISE

Sea Shepherd vessel Farley Mowat entering San
Felipe Harbor 2/11/2017 Photograph by Lin Hines

Sea Shepherd’s “Opera on Milagro III” (Opera on
Miracle) is helping to save the last of the vaquita in
the Sea of Cortez around San Felipe. Vaquitas are a
small marine porpoise, the world’s most endan‐
gered marine mammal, with less than 60 s ll be‐
lieved to be alive. Sea Shepherd is working with
the Mexican government and Navy, to protect the
vaquita refuge, patrol for poachers, and collect da‐
ta to share with scien sts. The largest threat to the
vaquita is gillnets that local ﬁshermen use to catch
totoaba ﬁsh. Vaquita die when caught in these gill‐
nets. Totoaba swim bladders can sell for up to
$20,000 US per kilo in China! <seashepherd.org>.
Source: June 2017 Discover Baja Travel Club

CHAPTER 8 FRIENDSHIPS GO DOWN UNDER!
by Barb Ely
John & I are busy planning a three‐month trip to Australia and with the excep on of no place
to stay in Sydney for New Years Eve (unless we want to pay mucho $$$), we are all set. Leav‐
ing on a cruise from SanFran in late Sep, returning by air to States on Jan 8. The really, really
great thing about this trip is that Warwick and Robyn Freeman, whom we met February 2007
on a Chapter 8 Rally to Guanajuato, MX are going to be our tour guides. A er that we toured
the Yucatan for six weeks, just the four of us with poquito Español among us. No problema,
the Mexican people are a warm, welcoming, lovely people. Wok and Robyn were here on a
5‐year visa, and we were able to spend good mes with them before their return to the Land
of OZ. Some of you "old mers" in Chapter 8 probably remember them; they are deligh ul
and memorable. A er the cruise to Sydney, we get back on same boat for cruise to Tasmania/
New Zealand, leaving Auckland on Nov. 6 by air for Cairns where Wok and Robyn will pick us
up. A er a week of touristy stuﬀ in Cairns, we have rented a caravan for ﬁve weeks and will
be spending the next ﬁve weeks following them around OZ. A er spending the Christmas hol‐
idays with their family, we will head to Sydney for a week or so before heading back to the
States!
Editor’s Note—sounds like an incredible trip!
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A Peek Inside the Pete’s Camp FLAN Cooking Class!

Flan Ingredientes

Adding condensed milk

Carmelizing Sugar

Pouring mixture into Bundt Pan

Finished Baked Flan

Loosening ﬂan

Pouring Caramel into Bundt Pan

Pouring water into large baking pan

Flipping Flan over onto plate—>

FLAN CLASS
PETE’S CAMP
SAN FELIPE
2/18/2017
(We ate it too!)
Photos by
Lin Hines
The Finished FLAN—It was DELICIOUS!!

Our Excellent Instructors—Norma, Dora, Elvia & Maria Jesus
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Beach Party at Ch. 8 members’ Gary & Joan Dow’s Beach House at Club La Pesca, San Felipe
Photos by
Lin Hines

Joan & Gary Dow
by Laurie Humphreys
Chapter 8 at 2017 Escapade, Tucson, AZ March 19-23, 2017

Ed Dennis @ Chapter 8 Fiesta—2017 Rally Show

Gloria & Charlie Goss at great Chapter 8 Escapade Booth

Kassandra Dennis at her “An RVer’s Friend” Escapade Vendor Booth

Ed Dennis presents preview of 2018 Wine to Whales Caravan
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Pete’s Camp from the Water, San Felipe, Baja CA —2017 Chapter 8 Rally— Photograph by Laurie Humphries

Newsle er Story Submissions Invited! We’re looking for stories for future issues! Stories or
anecdotes related to a Chapter 8 Rally, ac vi es, stores, restaurants you discovered in the
host Mexican town, maybe a museum, ge ng your RV repaired or painted, ren ng a 4x4 or
the great chicken barbeque place! A humorous story would be great and a couple photo‐
graphs to enliven your story encouraged! Please email <Chap8newsle er@gmail.com>
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