
What is this easement amendment at Norden Place all about? 

   14 years ago Westport and Norwalk neighbors worked together to stop the development of 3 

apartment buildings on the Norden property and instead negotiated a deal for 1 building 

(Avalon)  and preserved 11 acres of open space,  along with a conservation easement for the 

public benefit and enjoyment of both communities. 

 Now a developer is trying to backdoor a 187 unit apartment complex on the Westport side 

(Hiawatha Lane). Their application was rejected again by Westport officials, this time citing the 

need for additional access for emergency and utility vehicles.  They are seeking an emergency 

access road through the open space, preserved walking path in Norwalk just beyond the Avalon 

apartment complex at Norden Place.. The conservation easement strictly limits a thin gravel 

nature path to pedestrians and bicycles, not a road. The existing 10’ wide 3” gravel path would 

be converted to 20’ wide with 12” compacted gravel for clearance and load-bearing purposes. 

  The developer is going to the Norwalk Conservation Commission on Tuesday December 10th to 

have them amend the easement to both widen and grade the path! This would be to their 

benefit alone. 

  

Where exactly is it? 

  The open space is next to 8 Norden Place, the large parcel of land to the right of I95 just before 

Exit 17 when heading north. Just to the west is the neighborhood of Old Saugatuck where small, 

single family homes stand. Under this proposal, ten of the existing homes are slated to become 

FIVE 4-story high apartment buildings alongside the remaining homes at the end of the small, 

twisting lane.. 

   

 Who is applying for it? 

 The developer is Summit Saugatuck who has been trying to build this for over 

decade. Westport has been opposed to this as too dense and too intrusive at the end of a cul-de-

sac. The applications have been denied on multiple occasions, resulting in expensive lawsuits. 

The final step to approval would be for Norwalk to amend our restrictive conservation 

easement. 

  

 How will this impact East Norwalk residents? 

  The impacts of over-development know no town borders! Not only would Norwalk lose the 

permanent, restrictive easement to retain the open space & walking path, but traffic from the 

over-development of that site could be crippling. Not all transit-oriented development sites 

result in residents without cars. Of the nearly 400 anticipated residents there, this development 

could result in well over 600 daily car trips for commuting. No doubt a potentially large number 

of those trips would be cut through East Norwalk’s Winfield Street (Route 136) to commute 

south in the morning and north in the evening. 

  This in addition to the environmental impacts including the serious reduction in open space, 

issues with storm water runoff and increased flooding, and the impact on the local and 

migratory habitat. 

  Another factor is the lack of information regarding the mutual aid support of police, fire, 

ambulance, EMT, and utilities (electric, gas, water, etc) and just what are the estimates for how 

many times these vehicles would require access thru Norden.  

  Finally, depending on how any change to the easement would be finalized, it may not take long 

for residents to decide to use the road as a regular cut-through! A simple, moveable bollard or 

traffic stanchion would not be any deterrent to cut-through traffic, and any enforcement of 

vehicle restrictions would be difficult and costly. 
 

Continued…. 



 

 Why should I care? 

 14 years ago Westport and Norwalk neighbors worked TOGETHER to stop over-development, 

resulting in the preservation of 11 acres of precious open space in Norwalk. Now we must stand 

together again to preserve what we did and protect another community, and ourselves, from 

this massive project. 

 

But don’t most Norwalkers want the abutting towns like Westport to share the burden of 

affordable housing and apartment developments? Isn’t this plan better for Norwalk? 

  Though most people agree that affordable housing needs to be more fairly dispersed 

throughout lower Fairfield County, and also that Transit Oriented Development promotes high 

density residential at or near train stations, the fact remains that this particular project is too 

large, is out of character with the remainder of the Saugatuck neighborhood, would contribute 

adversely to the environment, create excess traffic, and impacts the natural wetlands for 

Norwalk and Westport. 

  

How can I help?  

You can sign the online petition: 

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/savenordenopenspace 

  

Email the Conservation Commission c/o Norwalk’s Senior Environmental Officer and staff to the 

Inlands Wetlands Conservation Commission Alexis Cherichetti: 

ACherichetti@norwalkct.org 

  

You can come to the hearing on December 10th 7pm to oppose this by: speaking, holding a sign, 

and/or raising your hand in opposition when asked to do so: 

https://www.norwalkct.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/15475 

  

You can help Westporters pay for experts by contributing at: 

www.saveoldsaugatuck.com 

    

When and where is the public hearing?  

Tuesday, December 10th  

Public hearings begin at 7pm  

Norwalk City Hall   Community Room – 1st Floor 

  

 

 


