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The NCAA extended the D1 “Dead Period” through May 31 but has committed to providing a clear 

“post-Covid” timeline by mid-April. In retrospect, it makes some sense to simply close out the spring 

semester and restart in person recruiting nationally beginning this summer. Ultimately, with in 

person visits and off campus contacts remaining a risk factor, it is not surprising the NCAA 

maintained the in person recruiting pause until the summer. Here is the latest from the Division 1 

Presidents Council: 

 

The recruiting landscape right now. Obviously, it’s late in the game for 2021 grads, but there are a 

LOT of opportunities in that class for student-athletes are willing to look past the “hot” schools of the 

moment and find their fit! There has been extensive media coverage of the highly selective schools 

that are the big pandemic “winners” with significant increases in applications. But there has been 

relatively little coverage of two important caveats: even within the limited universe of top academic/ 

athletic conferences (like the Patriot League, UAA, or NESCAC) there are institutions that are setting 

admissions records and others that have seen a applications remain flat or even decrease. The 

opportunity for a strategic college bound student-athlete to find a great fit and get a great 

educational value may NEVER have been better! 

The other issue for many prospective student-athletes is the recruiting process at a lot of schools 

feels stagnant. With an unprecedented number of transfer students, additional eligibility for 

returners, and disruptions in last year’s freshman class after a covid-impacted college transition/ 

delayed season, there is a LOT of “hurry up and wait” to the recruiting process right now. The 3 P’s: 

Persistence, Positivity, and Patience are key to working through this. You can always decide to look 

elsewhere if you feel like you are being kept on the back burner, but coaches also appreciate grace 

and persistence in difficult times, especially when there are barriers to college coaches evaluating 

you AND for you to evaluate colleges with in person visits! 

One area where many student-athletes can move their recruiting forward with strategic effort is in 

improving or creating an impactful highlight video. You can go back through our newsletter archives 

for discussions about how to share your video, but here are some quick pointers about creating the 

video itself:  

The Council is committed to providing clarity regarding permissible recruiting 

activities beginning June 1 (e.g., camps and clinics) as soon as possible, and not 

later than its April 14-15 meeting. The extension of the temporary COVID-19 dead 

period reflects the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and 

concerns regarding in-person interaction among prospective student-athletes, 

institutional staff and student-athletes. The extension also provides the 

membership and prospective student-athletes clarity about recruiting activities 

for, in many cases, the remainder of the 2021 spring academic term. 



• make your video at the highest resolution possible 

• start with your best clips to grab attention 

• trim clips so coaches understand the context, but eliminate “dead time” 

• keep it to 2-3 minutes or less, if a coach likes your clips THEN show them more 

• if you want to introduce yourself or include resume graphics… put them at the END 

• don’t wait for new content if you can put a compelling video together NOW 

• keep the audio track G-rated (or lyric free) 

If you are overwhelmed or feel like you would benefit from professional help, we do offer a video 

editing package as a stand-alone option or as an add on to our customizable plans. 

As always, if you are looking for individualized or institutional consulting help, check out our services 

here! You can make an initial appointment through the link on our homepage! School administrators 

and counselors access our free resources, appointments and programs for school collaboration 

here. 

For more information, contact Dave Morris, College Counselor & CEO, College Athletic Advisor, 

dave@collegeathelticadvisor.com or phone: (719) 248-7994 
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