
REACH CYA PRE-K 

Classroom Learning Experiences 

REACH CYA Pre-K curriculum provides interactive learning experiences 

designed to support children in becoming enthusiastic, successful, lifelong 

learners. We use The Creative Curriculum for Preschool framework and 

follow the NYS Prekindergarten Learning Standards. Our classes also implement Second Step 

Social Emotional Learning curriculum to support and strengthen social skills development.  

Our classroom environment includes both child-initiated learning, teacher-directed learning, 

and purposeful play. A tiered instructional approach allows teachers to differentiate and 

individualize instruction based on each student’s readiness and developmental needs.  

The classroom is an interesting and rich environment that offers children choices in a positive 

social climate of community. Learning activities are designed to actively engage students using 

a variety of materials that stimulate creativity and imagination, curiosity and initiative.  

 

Physical Development and Health 
A child’s physical well-being has a direct impact on their ability to achieve academically. 

Students will demonstrate increasing awareness and competence in: 

 Building body awareness, strength, coordination 

 Developing large motor skills 

 Developing eye-hand coordination and dexterity 

 Developing fine motor muscles 

 Engaging in a variety of physical fitness activities 

 Combining a sequence of large motor skills  

 Identifying sights, smells, sounds, tastes, textures 

 Using senses to assist learning 

 Demonstrating personal care and hygiene 

 Understanding of safety rules   

 Understanding of healthy habits and behaviors  

 

Social and Emotional Development 
Healthy social and emotional development is integral to the development of children and their 

success in school. Students will demonstrate increasing awareness and competence in: 

 Identifying as unique individual 

 Identifying as being part of a family 

 Recognizing his/her own abilities, characteristics, feeling and interests 

 Exhibiting self confidence 

 Developing positive relationships with peers and adults 

 Awareness and appreciation of cultures 

 Identifying how people are similar/different 

 Practicing pro-social problem-solving skills  



 

 

 Offering support or concern when a peer is distressed 

 Understanding and following routines and rules 

 Adapting to change and regulating his/her responses and emotions 

 Working in groups or with a partner on a variety of projects  

 Sharing classroom materials  

 Communicating his/her needs  

 Taking care of his/her own basic needs  

 Respect, manners, cooperation 

 Stating personal information: first and last name, age, school name, city, state, country  

 Exploring types of work and workers in the community  

 Exploring modes of transportation  

 Participating in projects to help others in need   

 

Literacy/Language Arts  
Vocabulary, background knowledge, expressive and receptive language, phonological and 

phonemic awareness, oral expression are the building blocks of literacy. Our students are 

immersed in a language and literature rich environment. Teachers read aloud daily from a variety 

of genres - picture books, nonfiction, poetry, nursery rhymes, fairy tales, classroom magazines, 

“big books,” and class created books. Students will demonstrate increasing awareness and 

competence in: 

 Storytelling,  story re-enactment, singing 

 Answering questions about stories  

 Retelling familiar stories  

 Expressing ideas using a variety of methods 

 Drawing pictures and dictating sentences about stories and experiences  

 Repeating simple nursery rhymes and finger plays  

 Making connections between self, illustrations and the story 

 Describing the role of an author and illustrator 

 Comparing and contrasting two stories relating to the same topic 

 Understanding concepts of print: left to right direction, holding a book right-side-up  

 Initiating discussion with adults and peers 

 Exposure to environmental print 

 Building and using new vocabulary  

 Developing listening skills  

 Making inferences 

 Strengthening visual discrimination  

 Sequencing  

 Recognizing letter names and sounds  

 Developing phonological and phonemic awareness 

 Recognizing, spelling, writing first name  

 Holding a pencil, marker, crayon correctly  

 Developing fine motor skills: play dough, scissors, writing utensils, Legos, etc.  

           

 

 



 

Mathematics 

Math is about numeracy, measurement, shapes, and patterns. Math 

applications are hiding within “non-math” activities such as language arts, 

music, art and science. Students will develop an understanding of math 

concepts as they relate to their everyday lives and will demonstrate 

increasing awareness and competence in: 

 Knowing number names and the count sequence, 1-20, in meaningful contexts 

 Connecting concrete objects and actions to numbers 

 Making sense of problems and persisting in solving them 

 Understanding simple patterns: AB, AABB, ABC 

 Understanding operations and algebraic thinking: adding to, taking away from 

 Understanding one-to-one correspondence of objects  

 Describing and comparing measureable attributes: color, shape, size  

 Using positional language 

 Using Scientific Thinking: predictions, observations, analyzing data 

 Identifying and describing shapes 

 Making comparisons: More and Less, Same and Different  

 Understanding of time: Day and Night  

 Identifying money and values through games, songs, and pretend play  

 

Social Studies 
The social studies program is based on developing children’s self-awareness while celebrating 

the uniqueness and individuality of each member of the classroom community. Students are 

encouraged to be an active, industrious member of the classroom community, their family, the 

school community and the world around them. Students will demonstrate increasing awareness 

and competence in: 

 Developing a positive self-image and self-esteem 

 Exploring different types of families and identifying roles of family members 

 Discovering the importance of families and friends 

 Identifying body parts and their uses 

 Developing an understanding of different feelings and emotions 

 Understanding and learning to appreciate different family and cultural traditions 

 Identifying the importance of community helpers, the jobs they do, and how they help us 

 Identifying features of the community: classrooms, family, neighborhood, town and beyond 

 Understanding accommodations used by people with disabilities 

 Developing an understanding of history and how people and things change over time 

 Learning basic civic and democratic principles 

 Understanding basic economic concepts 

 Demonstrating an awareness of careers and work environments 

 

 



 

Science  
Science is a system of acquiring knowledge. Activities are designed to build on children’s natural 

curiosities. Exploring the science in the child’s everyday world has a great impact on their 

understanding and increases their interest in the world around them. Students will demonstrate 

increasing awareness and competence in: 

 Exploring science tools: magnets, prisms, magnifying glasses, etc.  

 Acquiring knowledge about the physical properties of the world 

 Experiencing the world through nature walks, gardening, and other explorations  

 Observing and describing characteristics of living and non-living things 

 Observing life cycles of plants and animals and insects 

 Observing plant growth  

 Observing weather and plant life during each season  

 Learning and using relevant vocabulary 

 Measuring and mixing ingredients  

 Identifying basic colors and exploring color mixing  

 Making observational drawings and dictation  

 Exploring the world with the five senses  

 Investigating animals, their habitats, the food they eat  

 Observing and describing characteristics of earth, space, weather and seasons 

 Identifying natural resources that are needed by people 

 Identifying the need to protect our planet  

 

Arts 
Children express their thoughts, ideas, feeling and emotions through many forms of art.  

Participation in art is linked to children’s cognitive, language, and social development.  Students 

will demonstrate increasing awareness and competence in: 

 Exploring a variety of art processes: painting, drawing, sculpture, weaving, collage, etc.  

 Using a variety of art materials: crayons, tempera paint, watercolor paint, colored 

pencils, markers, oil pastels, art chalk, clay  

 Experimenting with mixing paint colors  

 Singing traditional songs and songs that enhance the curriculum  

 Participating in movement songs and dances  

 Using scarves, rhythm sticks, and bean bags to practice rhythms and tempos 

 Using a variety of children’s instruments  

 Participating in dramatic play to represent fantasy and real life experiences 

 Dramatizing familiar stories 

 Learning to express themselves through movement 

 Acting out the movements and sounds from various cultures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Technology 
Technology is the systemic application of knowledge, materials and tools and is changing the 

way in which children learn and develop literacy, math, language, communication, social and 

problem-solving skills. Students will demonstrate increasing awareness and competence in: 

 Describing types of materials and how they are used 

 Exploring and using various tools 

 Using common tools to create simple objects 

 Understanding using and operations of technology in daily life 

 Using technology tools to increase and enhance learning 

 

Family Engagement  
 Families will have opportunities to support and extend their children’s learning at home.  

 Families will receive multiple methods of communication through ongoing teacher 

contact, parent newsletter, parent conferences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


