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PIRELLI COLLEZIONE - An exclusive range of tires crafted to enhance 
the style and performance of exceptional classic automobiles.
Pirelli is proud to deliver FIAT enthusiasts with products derived from our 145 years 
of racing history and Italian heritage. Hit the track with Collezione tires crafted to 
enhance the original performance of classic cars and bring nostalgia to life; through 
to the checkered fl ag.
Discover the full range at www.pirelli.com/collezione

Future technology,
classic emotions.
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We need your submissions!
RICAMBI needs submissions from YOU! Anything from a simple photo 
and description of your car to a nice article telling about your car or  
interesting tech knowledge. Send photos and articles to the email below 

Editorial submissions can be sent in for consideration to:

 
    

All submitted material will be considered and is subject to editing to fit the format of 
RICAMBI. Material will not be returned unless arranged before submission. Questions 
regarding submissions should be directed to Brett Melancon via contact information 
above or calling 865-604-3271.

Editorial and photos may be submitted electronically via disc or e-mail. All ads must 
be sufficient quality and format suitable for printing. Please check with questions 
about format. Please do not send low resolution graphics from web sites unless you 
check and discuss it beforehand and have permission to do so from the source.
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Visit our website at FIATClubAmerica.com 
for the latest in what’s happening in YOUR club. 
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  by Doug Von Koenig, FIAT Club America President  

Greeting Members! Hope everyone is doing well and staying safe.

FreakOut 2021
 Wow!  Repeat Wow!  In 
terms of cars on the show 
field this was the largest 
FreakOut in our 38 year Club 
history!  For those of you 
who were able to join us in Lancaster, PA, thanks for making the 
party the awesome event that it was.  We had 400 people join us 
and there were 221 cars on the Concorso show field on Saturday.  
The weather was perfect all five days and this literally was the 
best FreakOut ever!  It takes a small army of volunteers to make 
FreakOut happen, and it takes strong dedicated leaders to make 
the whole event come together.  
 The leaders who made FFO21 the amazing success it was are 
Candy and Brian Benson and Karen and Vince Gallo.  It was my 
pleasure to recognize each of them for the tremendous amount 
of passion and work they put into this FreakOut, which was two 
years in the planning, by awarding each of them the Club Con 
Brio award.  We award the Con Brio to those who go above and 
beyond to support our Club. Thank you so much Candy, Brian, 
Karen and Vince for your stellar execution of this year’s FreakOut, 
you truly pulled off the best FreakOut ever!
 
Con Brio Award – Sam Germana
 We don’t transition our Club Treasurer that 
often but when we do it is a huge job and 
takes someone with drive, passion and a zest 
for insuring the Club finances stay on track.  It 
was my pleasure to recognize Sam Germana for the tremendous 
job he did transitioning into this mission critical role when Mike 
Bouse needed to step down a couple of years ago.  Thank you 
Sam for doing it right and for keeping us financially ship shape!   

Con Brio Award – Brett Melancon
 Brett is one of those great individuals who, 
when he sees something that could be done 
to improve our Club, he does it. In the many 
years I’ve had the privilege to work with Brett 
I’m always amazed by the extra work he is 
always willing to do.  He’s very busy at his work, he’s very busy 
creating Ricambi four times a year and our annual calendar and 
yet he always says “yes” when asked to do more.  His Con Brio 
award was specifically for the above and beyond efforts he has 
put into the last several issues integrating the Lancia Club content 
so well into Ricambi.  Thank you Brett!

Thank You Very Much To Our 2021 Sponsors
 These are still troubling financial times and business owners 
are still fighting off COVID related challenges, yet when the 
Club asked for financial sponsorship to help elevate everyone’s 
FreakOut experience, the vendor partners stepped up without 
hesitation.  We need to repay their generosity with ours by buying 
everything we possibly can from them.  Thank you sponsors, you 
are simply awesome!
 
FreakOut 2022
 In case you haven’t heard the news, FreakOut 2022 will be in 
Texas just north of Houston, y’all.  Save the dates, Sept 28-Oct 2, 
2022, FreakOut is headed south! Check out the intro video on our 
home page as www.FIATclubamerica.com.
 
Club Membership Benefits
As a reminder to all of us the benefits of dues paid Club 
membership include:

• Physical Ricambi (36 page color magazine)  
mailed to you four times per year

• Our annual Club calendar mailed to you
• Online access to our Ricambi archives, there are over  

150 issues available to read online and/or download  
spanning the 30+ years our Club has existed

• Members only content access such as the  
FIAT and Lancia articles from VeloceToday

• Ability to attend any Club sponsored event such as our annual 
FreakOut (premier event held in different locations throughout 
the country) or FIAT on the Dragon just to name a few

• Access to our Land’s End and Cafe Press logo’d apparel 
stores

• And more…

 Compared to other clubs we think we’re a pretty good deal at 
$45 per year.  Our goal is to grow our Club so we can afford to do 
more fun things with/for our members.  We could literally double 
the size of our Club overnight if each member reading this brought 
a new member into our family within the next 30 days…
  No doubt, you our members, have fantastic ideas about how 
to improve the Club and I am eager to hear them.  As far as I’m 
concerned the suggestion box is always open.  You have an idea 
to improve some aspect of the Club, I am all ears all the time.  
Please let me know how to improve your Club experience.  

PS – our mailing address has changed, it is now FIAT Club 
America, 99 Wall Street #1241, New York, NY 10005

From the Prez...
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Ciao Amici!  Ancora una volta, è ora di 
accendere i nostri motori!

 Webster’s Dictionary defines “afterglow” as “…a pleasant 
effect or feeling that lingers after something is done, 
experienced, or achieved.” *  To be sure, I’m still reveling in the 
afterglow from FIAT FreakOut 2021 that took place two weeks 
prior to writing this column.  I usually include some of the latest 
FIAT corporate news in this regularly-feature article, but while 
collecting my thoughts prior to composing this particular tome, 
I realized that reflections on the 39th edition of our club’s major 
annual gathering are so numerous that there will likely be little 
room for reporting about anything else.
 For those who are new to FIAT Club America and/or have 
never been to a FIAT FreakOut event, the previous paragraph 
might appear to be somewhat corny.  However, to those who 
have been to FFO…especially to this most-recent event…it 
won’t seem sappy in the least.  In the thirty-nine years since 
I organized the first gathering of FIAT and Lancia enthusiasts 
in July of 1983, I can honestly say that I never experienced 
anything like that provided by FIAT FreakOut 2021.
 This year’s event garnered a quantifiable record-setting 
official registration of 221 cars!  What can’t be quantified, but 
was undeniably palpable, was the heightened feeling of joy and 
celebration that shrouded the entire mass of attendees!  As 
the event’s founder, I’m the only person who has attended all 

thirty-nine FIAT FreakOuts, and I can truthfully say that FFO 
2021 was the most spectacular ever.  Having so many officially-
registered cars was quite an achievement in and of itself, but 
perhaps even more impressive was the incomprehensible 
variety of cars that appeared.  Never at past FreakOuts have 
I seen such a broad array of vintage cars mixed amongst 
current-generation cars.  There was a wide variety of models 
in both bone-stock and highly modified forms, including rare 
variants and mega-dollar collectables, all proudly exhibited 
alongside more “common” examples (as if any FIAT or Lancia 
can be called “common”).  There were vintage FIAT Multiplas, 
rare FIAT Lombardi Grand Prixs, a slew of vintage FIAT 500s 
and 600s, Lancia Betas, a FIAT 1500 Coupe, and many more 
unusual/rare FIATs, Lancias, Alfa Romeos. We even had an 
Autobianchi Binachina and the “Best in Show” winner, a FIAT 
1100 TV by Pininfarina…a car of which, prior to FFO 2021, 

continued on page 40 *

Bobb Rayner   
Delaware Valley

FIAT  
FREAK

T
H
E
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THE HISTORY
OF FREAKOUT

FIAT Heritage Award
Second Place: Don Mezulio 
1967 Abarth 1300 

FIAT Heritage Award
First Place: Don Mezulio
1961 Abarth 1000 GT Bialbero



FIAT Heritage Award
Second Place: Don Mezulio 
1967 Abarth 1300 

FIAT Heritage Award
Third Place: Barry Stettler

1979 Spider 2000
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Best of Show
1955 FIAT 1100 TV Coupe
Gary A. Pezzella

Car I Want To Drive Home
1957 FIAT Multipla
Larry & Deb Ferrara

Best Spider
2018 FIAT 124 Spider
Deanna Wolff

Best X1/9
1986 Bertone X1/9
Cameron Waterbury

Best 500
2017 FIAT 500C Abarth
Rex Sigo

Concorso Class Awards
FIAT 500 - Classica
1975 FIAT 500
Nick Vadala 1st

1965 FIAT 500 D
Rosario di bella 2nd

1972 FIAT 500L
Rebecca Martemucci 3rd

FIAT 500 Abarth
2012 FIAT 500 Abarth
Jason Hall 1st

2012 FIAT 500 Abarth 
Bill Dennis 2nd

FIAT 500 ABARTH
Bobb Rayner 3rd

FIAT 500C Abarth
2017 FIAT 500C Abarth
Rex Sigo 1st

2015 FIAT 500C Abarth
Michael Sharpe 2nd

2015 FIAT 500C Abarth
Kevin Rich 3rd

FIAT 500
2012 FIAT 500 Gucci Edition
Cathy Coale 1st

2012 FIAT 500 Pop
Michael Feinstein 2nd

2012 FIAT 500 Prima Edizione
E & J Bailey 3rd

FIAT Quattroporte
2016 FIAT 500X
Michael Goodenough 1st

2014 FIAT 500L
Holly Saladino 2nd

2018 FIAT 500X
Michael Blom 3rd

FIAT 124 Spider Abarth
2017 FIAT 124 Spider Abarth
Brett Melancon 1st

2017 FIAT 124 Spider Abarth
Wayne Adolph 2nd

2017 FIAT 124 Spider Abarth
Brady Endres 3rd

FIAT 124 Spider Nuovo
2017 FIAT 124 Spider
Dave Janson 1st

2017 FIAT 124 Spider Lusso
Mark Collins 2nd

2017 FIAT 124 Spider Lusso
Richard Bruns 3rd

Pininfarina Azzurra Spider
1983 Pininfarina Azzurra
Elial McGurk 1st

1983 Pininfarina Azzurra
Michael Long 2nd

1983 Pininfarina Azzurra
Dante DeCrescenzo 3rd
 
FIAT Spider 2000
1981 FIAT Spider 2000
Mike & Carol Greife 1st

1981 FIAT Spider 2000
Vince Rongione 2nd

1981 FIAT Spider 2000
Tharina Copeland 3rd

FIAT 124 Spider - 1979-80
1979 FIAT Spider 2000
Jose Mendez 1st

1980 FIAT Spider 2000
Jay Landry 2nd

1979 FIAT Spider 2000
Dan Ondrus 3rd

FIAT 124 Spider - 1975-78
1976 FIAT 124 Spider
George Kaltenbach 1st

1977 FIAT 124 spider
Marc Matzer 2nd

1976 FIAT 124 Spider
Ken Norman 3rd

FIAT 124 Spider - 1973-74
1974 FIAT 124 Spider
Jody Farr 1st

1974 FIAT 124 Spider
Tim Beeble 2nd

1974 FIAT 124 Spider
Terry & Joanne Ranney 3rd

FIAT 124 Spider - 1966-72
1971 FIAT 124 Spider
Charles R Banks 1st

1969 FIAT 124 Spider
Frank Battaglia 2nd

1970 FIAT 124 Spider
George Kaltenbach 3rd

Bertone X1/9
1986 Bertone X1/9
Cameron Waterbury 1st

1985 Bertone X1/9
Matthew Brannon 2nd

1984 Bertone X1/9
Vinny Lambroia 3rd

FIAT X1/9
1976 FIAT X1/9
Bob Kenny 1st

1978 FIAT X1/9
Chad Allison 2nd

1980 FIAT X1/9
Adam Flickinger 3rd

FIAT 850
1971 FIAT 850 Bertone Racer
Thad Kirk 1st

1971 FIAT 850 Coupe
Paul Blayloc 2nd

1970 FIAT 850 Sport
Owen Stacey 3rd

FIAT Sport
1996 FIAT Barchetta
Mike Sizemore 1st

1954 FIAT Stanguellini  
Bertone Berlinetta
Don Meluzio 2nd

1966 FIAT 1500 Cabriolet
Mike Evers 3rd

FIAT Coupe
1978 FIAT 128  Rally Coupe
Joseph Dagostino 1st

1976 FIAT 128 Rally Coupe
George Riccoboni 2nd

1995 FIAT Coupe 16v Turbo
Brian Sigel 3rd

Other Coachbuilders
1961 Abarth 1000GT Bialbero
Don Meluzio 1st

1959 Autobianchi Bianchina 
prima trasformabile
Lia Xhilone 2nd

1967 FIAT Abarth 1300
Don Meluzio 3rd tie

1970 FIAT OTAS Grand Prix
Terry & Jonathan Ranney 3rd tie

Lancia
1972 Lancia Fulvia Coupe 
1600 HF
Ron Brandman 1st

1993 Lancia Integrale Evo 2
T. Scott Beckman 2nd

1977 Lancia Scorpion
Hayden Brown 3rd

Alfa Romeo
2021 Alfa Romeo Stelvio
Haley Miller 1st

1978 Alfa Romeo Alfetta
Andy Roper 2nd

1987 Alfa Romeo Spider
Anthony Randazzo 3rd

Ferrari
1984 Ferrari 308 GTSI
Robert Zecca 1st

2016 Ferrari California T
Giuseppe Dimeo 2nd

Heritage Awards
1961 Abarth 1000GT Bialbero
Don Meluzio 1st

1967 Abarth 1300
Don Meluzio 2nd

1979 FIAT Spider 2000
Barry Stettler 3rd
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Best of Show
1955 FIAT 1100 TV Coupe
Gary A. Pezzella

Car I Want To Drive Home
1957 FIAT Multipla
Larry & Deb Ferrara

Best Spider
2018 FIAT 124 Spider
Deanna Wolff

Best X1/9
1986 Bertone X1/9
Cameron Waterbury

Best 500
2017 FIAT 500C Abarth
Rex Sigo

from Nick Vadala
 I am pleased to say that this year’s FIAT 
FreakOut was the best yet. Not because I 
won a 1st place, but because of the excellent 
set up and venue. It may have been that 
everyone was ready for getting out after COVID. I know I was ready!
 The Vintage 500/600 field was packed with many worthy winners. 
As I scanned the field, I was scouting what I thought was 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place. I did not include my 1975 500 (Luigi) in that group. 
The car had a great history to tell and had approximately 4000 
original kilometers when I bought it. For the longest time I would not 
drive it thinking it would hold better value if I kept the mileage low. 
But I realized that these cars must be driven and enjoyed. Whenever 
I drive it around town or drive it to work to display outside my car 
shop, I get a thumbs up from everyone. In my opinion, each car in 
all the many classes, deserved that  1st class award.



9 FIATclubAmerica.com

 

FIAT 500 Classica
First Place:  Nick Vadala
1975 500

FIAT 500 Classica
Second Place:  Rosario Di Bella
1965 500D

FIAT 500 Classica
Third Place: Rebecca Martenucci
1972 FIAT 500L

FIAT 500 Abarth
First Place: Jason Hall
2012 500 Abarth

FIAT 500 Abarth 
Second Place: Bill Dennis
2012 500 Abarth

FIAT 500 Abarth  
Third Place: Bobb Rayner
2012 500 Abarth

FIAT 500C Abarth 
Second Place: Michael Sharpe
2015 500C Abarth

FIAT 500C Abarth  
Third Place: Kevin Rich
2015 500C Abarth

FIAT 500C Abarth
First Place: Rex Sigo
2017 500C Abarth

FIAT 500
First Place: Cathy Coale
2012 500 Gucci Edition  

FIAT 500  
Second Place: Michael Feinstein
2012 500 Pop

FIAT 500
Third Place: Janet Bailey
2012 500 Prima Edizone  

FIAT Quattroporte
First Place: Michael Goodenough
2016 500X 

FIAT Quattroporte
Second Place: Holly Saladino
2014 500L

FIAT Quattroporte
Third Place: Michael Blom
2018 500 X
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FIAT 124 Spider Abarth
First Place: Brett Melancon
2017 124 Spider Abarth

FIAT 124 Spider Abarth 
Second Place:  Wayne Adolph
2017 124 Spider Abarth 

FIAT 124 Spider Abarth
Third Place:  Brady Endres
2017 124 Spider Abarth

FIAT 124 Spider Nuova   
Third Place :  Richard Bruns
2017 124 Spider Lusso

FIAT 124 Spider Nuova   
Second Place :  Mark Collins 
2017 124 Spider Lusso

FIAT 124 Spider Nuova   
Third Place :  Richard Bruns
2017 124 Spider Lusso

Pininfarina Azzurra
Second Place: Michael Long
1983 Pininfarina Spider Azzurra

Pininfarina Azzurra
Third  Place: Dante DeCrescenzo
1983 Pininfarina Spider Azzurra

Pininfarina Azzurra 
First Place:  Elial McGurk
1983 Pininfarina Spider  

FIAT Spider 2000
First Place: Mike & Carol Greife 
1981 Spider 2000

FIAT Spider 2000
Second Place: Vince Rongione
1981 Spider 2000

FIAT Spider 2000
Third Place:  Tharina Copeland
1981 Spider 2000

FIAT Spider 2000
First Place: Jose Mendez
1979 Spider 2000

FIAT Spider 2000
Second Place: Jay Landry
1980 Spider 2000

FIAT Spider 2000
Third Place:  Dan Ondrus
1979 Spider 2000
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FIAT 124 Spider – Classica
First Place:  George Kaltenbach
1976 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider - Classica
Second Place: Marc Matzer
1977 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider – Classica
Third Place:  Ken Norman
1976 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider – Classica
First Place:  Jody Farr
1974 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider - Classica
Second Place: Tim & Valerie Beeble
1974 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider – Classica
Third Place:  Terry & Jonathan Ranney
1974 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider – Classica
Second Place:  Frank Battaglia
1969 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider - Classica
Third Place: George Kaltenbach
1970 124 Spider

FIAT 124 Spider – Classica
First Place:  Charles R Banks
1971 124 Spider

Bertone X-1/9 (1983-1988)
First Place:  Cameron Waterbury
1986 X1/9  

Bertone X-1/9
Second Place:  Matt Brannon
1985 X1/9

Bertone X-1/9 
Third Place: Vinny Lambroia
1984  X1/9                       

FIAT X-1/9
First Place: Bob Kenny
1976 X1/9

FIAT X-1/9
Second Place: Chad Allison 
1978 X1/9

FIAT X-1/9 
Third Place:  Adam Flickinger
1980 X1/9
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FIAT 850
First Place: Thad Kirk
1971 850 Bertone Racer

FIAT 850
Second Place: Paul Blaylock
1971 850 Coupe

FIAT 850
Third Place:  Owen Stacy 
1970 850 Sport 

FIAT Sport
First Place: Mike Sizemore
1996 Barchetta

FIAT Sport
Second Place: Don Meluzio
1952 Stanguellini Bertone Berlinetta

FIAT Sport
Third Place: Mike Evers
1963 1500 Cabriolet

FIAT Sport
Second Place: George Riccoboni
1976 128 Rally Coupe

FIAT Sport
Third Place: Brian Siegel 
1995 Coupe 16v Turbo 

FIAT Sport
First Place: Joseph Dagostino
1978 128 Rally Coupe

COACHBUILDERS & TUNERS
First Place: Don Mezulio
1961 Abarth 1000 GT Bialbero

COACHBUILDERS & TUNERS
Second Place: Lia Xhilone
1959 Bianchina Prima Serie Trasformabile

COACHBUILDERS & TUNERS
Third Place Tie: Don Mezulio 
1967 Abarth 1300

Lancia:
First Place: Ron Brandman
1972 Fulvia Coupe 1600 HF 

Lancia:
Second Place: T. Scott Beckham
1993 Integrale Evo 2 

Lancia:
Third Place: Hayden Brown 
1977 Scorpion 
 

COACHBUILDERS & TUNERS
Third Place Tie: Terry & Jonathan Ranney
1972 Dino Spider 2400



Registration will be open the first week of January 2022.  FreakOut is a member only event so please join us today 
at www.fiatclubamerica.com 

The Woodlands Resort 
2301 N Millbend Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 77380
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Alfa Romeo
First Place: Haley Miller 
2021 Stelvio

Alfa Romeo
Second Place: Andy Roper
1978 Alfetta

Alfa Romeo
Third Place: Anthony Randazzo
1987 Spider

Ferrari
First Place: Bob Zecca
1984 308 GTSI

Ferrari
Second Place: Giuseppe Dimeo
2016 California T
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FIAT Club America presented Janet 
Bailey with the Helle’ Nice Award 
for Motoring Excellence at FIAT 
FreakOut 2021 in Lancaster, PA. 
Previous recipients of this award 
have been Laura Soave, Amber 
Burchette, Denise Burchette, 
Michele Kane, Lisa Copeland, 
Bonnie Morrison, Marnie Brannon, 
Anneliese Abarth, Susan Bayless 
and Hilary Falkenberg.
 Helle’ Nice was born Mariette Helene Delangle on 
December 15, 1900. She was a successful French model 
and ballet & cabaret dancer, who assumed the stage name 
of Helle’ Nice. In 1929 Helle’ Nice seriously injured her knee, 
avoiding an avalanche while skiing. After the injury ended 
her dancing career, Helle’ Nice decided to professionally 
race cars. She drove Bugattis and Alfa Romeos, competing 
in more than 70 Grand Prix races, hill climbs and rallies 
across Europe.  In a 1930 interview she said, "It's all I ever 
ask for, just to show what I can do without a handicap 
against men." Ben Sutherland, BBC Sports Editor, reported, 
“Helle’ Nice took on and beat the great racing drivers of 
her day, broke the world land speed record, had affairs with 
Europe's richest men and appeared on the front page of 
magazines across the world.”

 Janet Bailey joined FIAT Club America 18 years ago and 
introduced herself in a Ricambi magazine article that was 
published in the Fall 2004. In the mid-80’s Janet regularly 
drove an X1/9 that belonged to her prior husband. However, 
in 2002, Janet bought her first FIAT. It was a 1978 FIAT 124 
Spider which had not run in two years. Janet bought a Haynes 
manual, reattached the solenoid wire, and cleaned the 
spark plugs, grounds & coil connection. The spider fired up, 
sparking her love affair with FIATs. From that start, Janet was 
committed to making repairs to her spider herself.
 Before long, Janet Bailey bought her second FIAT, a 
1970 FIAT 124 Spider that was a survivor which was in 
serious needed of rescuing. She brought it to the Club’s 25th 
anniversary, FIAT FreakOut 2008 in Pocono Manor PA, where 
it won the dubious distinction of being the Most Challenged 
on the show field of 199 cars. Janet went to work restoring 
the spider with her own hands.  The very next year, Janet 
attended FreakOut 2009 in Valley Forge, PA where she won 
a third place Concorso Award for her class of Early FIAT 
124 Spiders. In 12 months, Janet took her spider from Most 
Challenged to being a Concorso winner. 
 Janet acquired a 1980 FIAT X1/9 that she purchased in 
2008 on eBay. After attending FreakOut in 2010, where Club 
members were given a close up look at the new FIAT 500 
Prima, she purchased one to add to her collection of FIATs.  
Janet looks forward to autocrossing her FIATs in the near future. 
 Janet Bailey has also been a leader in FIAT Club America. 
She was elected to the Board of Directors in 2010 and 
served as a Board Member for three years. In 2011 she 
stepped up to lead the Ohio Chapter for a number of years.  
Congratulations, Janet!

HELLE NICE AWARD
AWARD – 2021
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 If you look through the back issues of Ricambi, you will 
find various stories from ìFIAT wivesî.  I would like to add one 
of my own, but with a twist because I am no longer just a 
FIAT wife.  As of two weeks ago, when a great deal on a 2017 
Abarth 124 landed in our lap, I am now also a FIAT owner 
and driver.
 My husband, Michael drives a 2018 Classica.  He also 
has a YouTube channel called Drop Top Tees.  Last winter, 
he posted a short video of him spinning doughnuts in the 
snow in Itsy Bitsy, his 124.  For people up North, that may 
not seem like a big deal.  We are both from the Northeast 
(Ohio and PA, respsectively), so we agree.  But, we live in 
Texas now, so getting to play in the snow is an extremely rare 
event.
 I call my new-to-me 124 ìSaxyî because I play tenor 
saxophone.  Ever since we bought Saxy, rain has plagued 
us.  We have thought seriously about building an Ark, but 
with the skyrocketing price of lumber, we would have some 
serious financial challenges Noah never encountered.   
Yesterday, Michael commented that he might just go do 
doughnuts in the rain because he was getting tired of not 
being able to go play in the car.  I remember thinking I 
haven't had a chance to really put Saxy through her paces 
yet.   I would probably wreck her if I tried anything like that; 
I just wasn't familiar enough with the car to do anything 
borderline crazy.

Last night I had a dream:
 In my dream Michael wasn't in bed.  I got up, but he 
wasn't in the house, either.  It was raining (again!) and I 
remembered him telling me  earlier in the day he was going 
to go out and do doughnuts in the rain.  I decided to go to 
where he did doughnuts in the snow for the video and see if 
he was there.
 On the way, I saw a long line of FIATs cruising down the 
road.  I thought, "Wow! Is there some kind of midnight meet-
up I didn't know about?"
 I jumped in at the end of the line and followed everyone 
down a twisty road until we came to a race track.  Michael 
and Itsy were there.  The cars were going one at a time 
around the curvy track and doing doughnuts at the end 
before the next car got its turn. I said out loud, "No way am 
I doing that!" Saxy replied, "Oh, YES WE ARE!" I said, "Saxy 
no way!  I've never done anything like that before." And Saxy 
purred back, "It's ok Jennifer - I have!" 
Then, I woke up.

 Thus, I embark on my personal journey as a FIAT wife 
who is also a FIAT owner and driver, fully realizing my 
future may hold some automotive excitement I have never 
experienced before.  Saxy is already exerting her influence 
on me and I don't know if I can resist. Worse, I don't think I 
want to!

TRUE CONFESSIONS
OF A FIAT WIFE
by Jennifer Brenner, DFW FIAT Club, FIAT Club America
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 We first encountered a Multipla while on vacation about 
15 yeas ago. We’d spent a couple of days driving on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway and after a fine early morning traversal of the 
Tail of the Dragon (in a Lotus Elise) and some scenic roads in 
the Great Smokey Mountains, we found ourselves in Madison 
Georgia at the doors of the Bruce Weiner Micro Car Museum 
just before closing time. I was familiar with many of the cars 
on display but...WHAT WAS THAT???? Unbeknownst to me, I 
was having my first FIAT FreakOut.  So began my interest. 
 In 2016 we finally completed the long process of 
downsizing from a suburban house (too big, empty of kids, 
full of yard work), to a place in Philadelphia that more suited 
the upcoming retirement phase – i.e. much smaller house 
and much larger garage. The initial 5-year search for that 
combination was in vain, so we ended up buying a row-
house type garage of 2000 square feet (roughly 20x100) that 
had been a former machine shop dating from the 1920s and 
built a 1500 square foot single-level living space above.  Less 
vacuuming and more hobby space for us!! The 14-foot high 
ceiling in the garage finally allowed a 4-post lift – now we’re 
cooking. Time to get some more cars since we only had 5.
 First order of business was finding a Multipla at a price 
that I could reasonably afford and in good enough condition 
to be able to drive almost immediately (can we say “instant 
gratification”). Not finding anything in the U.S. that satisfied 
those requirements, I stumbled upon an ad in Hemmings 
for a blue over white 1957 model for sale in Italy. After much 
talking to the seller (a dealer in FIATs), reviewing of many 
pictures, checking the references of past customers, and 
lots of vacillating I decided to send some money off into the 
ethersphere for a sight-unseen car that might possibly even 
arrive someday. How hard could it be to endure a 6-week 
wait, after all?...It helped to use a ship tracking web site to 
monitor the progress from one European port to another 
then across the Atlantic. Except perhaps that one time when 
the ship seemed to be in the same mid-Atlantic position for 
several days and the little ship icon appeared vertical with 
the nose pointing down! What, me worry?!?!

 Fortunately, it turned out ok. The import process went 
smoothly, the car arrived on time and undamaged, its 
condition was as represented, a few minor mechanical issues 
were easily remedied, the Pennsylvania registration process 
was fairly simple after some Italian-to-English paperwork 
translation, and I was driving it shortly after arrival. That was 
in mid 2017 and we’ve been driving it throughout the city 
and environs ever since – about 2500 miles so far. As you 
might imagine, it evokes lots of amazed looks and smiles on 
the streets. I try to imagine the conversations that take place 
hours afterwards. They probably start with “I was walking in 
Rittenhouse square when I saw the strangest car”. And, “It 
looked like it was going backwards”.
 I had joined the FIAT club a couple of years ago and 
once we realized that the 2021 FreakOut was only about 65 
miles from our home in Philadelphia, we just had to attend 
our first one. Although we also own a 2013 Abarth and a 
1967 Lancia Fulvia 1.3 Coupe, the Multipla was the obvious 
choice. It sounded like fun to try to load up the Multipla with 
us and all of our stuff, corral all 32 available horsepower, and 
head out. As I always say, “it’s not an adventure if you KNOW 
you’re going to make it”.  
 Although it was running fine, it IS 64 years old, so I 
prepared for the upcoming trip by performing a complete 
tune up, after which it would not start. After some process-
of-elimination analysis, it turned out to be a small (one-inch 
square) insulation plate that had become brittle and cracked 
inside the distributor. Knowing that it would be impossible 
to find such a replacement, I made one by cutting the same 
size piece from an old tire inner tube that was lying around.  

FREAKING OUT
IN A 1957 MULTIPLA

continued on page 39 *

by Larry & Deb Ferrara
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 It began a long time ago; I just wasn't aware of it yet.  
I'm talking about my desire to attend a FIAT FreakOut 
(FFO).
 You see, when I was just a young whippersnapper (as 
my grandfather used to call me), my Dad's best friend, Mr. 
Bob English, had a MG.  I loved that car, the one weekend 
a month it actually ran. But it got me to noticing cars.  
And when you grew up in the Pennsylvania mountains 
back in the late 60s and 70s (I was born and raised in 
Williamsport, about 2.5 hours north of Lancaster), one car 
you saw fairly frequently tearing up our curvy roads was 
the, now classic, FIAT 124 Spider. They fascinated me.
 In the early 80s, I bought my first FIAT, a 1978 128 
Sport Coupe. I only had it a short time because my newly 
founded family was starting to increase in size and a small 
car just didn't fit into our long term needs, no matter how 
fun it was to drive. Fast forward to 2018.  
 I now lived in Texas, via many stops along the way 
during my career in the USAF.  My eldest daughter had 
long ago moved out to South Carolina, pursuing her career 
as a nurse.   Our twin boys were learning how to drive; we 
needed a third car and it did not have to be practical!  I 
had been watching the new 124 Spider in car magazines 
and FIAT sites online.  I loved what I saw.   My wife, 
Jennifer, had always wanted an MX-5 and I had been 
hoping to sway her towards the 124.
 We took a short vacation to Corpus Christi, TX over 
Christmas and saw a modern Spider for sale at the small 
FIAT Alfa dealership there.  Seeing it in person convinced 

Jennifer it was the car we should put at the top of our car 
search list. A few days after Christmas, we bought Itsy 
Bitsy, our brand new-with-just-30-miles-on-her 2018 124 
Spider Classica!  
 Soon afterwards, we joined the DFW FIAT Club- FIAT 
Club America and learned about events like the FIAT 
FreakOut.  A bunch of FIATs coming together and going on 
cruises?  Wow!  This is what I used to think about doing as 
a kid watching 124s zip by!
 Sadly, we couldn't clear our schedule to go in 2019.  
Again, in 2020, scheduling conflicts prevented us from 
attending.  We managed to attend some regional FIAT 
events, such as the 2019 Spring Thing here in Texas and 
the Twisted Sisters 2020.  We threw in two of the biggest 
Italian car shows in Texas, the 2019 Italian CarFest in 
Grapevine, TX and the 2020 Italian Motor Gathering in 
Boerne, TX.   They were all great events, but the grand 
daddy of them all, the FIAT FreakOut, was proving a hard 
nut to crack.
 When I found out the FIAT FreakOut would be in PA in 
2021, I was determined to attend.  Not only would I be at 
the FreakOut, but I would also be back in Pennsylvania, 
my home state, and the place where I was introduced 
to the world of FIATs some 50-55 years ago.  When 
registration for the FFO opened, we were still waiting to 
deconflict the one item left on our calendar that might 
prevent us from attending for the third year in a row.  By 
mid-April, we had it all worked out; we were going to 
attend the FIAT FreakOut at last!
 For many of you, the FreakOuts are not that far away 
from your homes.  For those of us west of the Mississippi, 
most FreakOuts require lots of logistical planning.  Some, 
with classic FIATs or specially modded vehicles, trailer 
their cars instead of driving them.  For those of us who 
plan on driving our cars, especially 124s or similarly 

A FIRST TIMERS TAKE
ON FIAT FREAKOUT 2021
by Michael "Tazilon" Brenner 
President, DFW FIAT Club, FIAT Club America
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smaller automobiles, what to pack becomes a big thing.  
Facing 2 long days on the road both ways, plus 4-5 days 
at the FreakOut; the limited trunk space plays a huge 
factor in how one must plan for the trip.
 So you make lists, both in your mind and on paper.  
This shirt is a must have; this one, not so much.  If I leave 
an extra pair of shorts behind, I migtht have room to 
squeeze something else in from the FreakOut on the way 
home.  Oh - decisions, decisions, decisionsÖ What seems 
to work today, seems off tomorrow.  The final loadout won't 
be certain until we pull out of the driveway.
 And then, as many of you probably understand, comes 
the waiting.   A month from embarking on the adventure 
and you slowly become more and more hesitant to 
risk driving your car on the local roads.  Crazy drivers 
everywhere and we can't risk a wreck due to some 
fool who thinks their cell phone is more important than 
watching the road. It's JUNE!  
 Only 3 weeks to go!  Some of monotony of the wait has 
been offset by us adding a second 124 Spider, an Abarth 
we call Saxy, to our stable.  But even that doesn't help a 
lot.  I feel like a kid checking the clock every 10 minutes 
late at night on Christmas Eve.  The more I want time to 
speed up, the slower it goes. 
 Two weeks to go.  Planning becomes more intense now.  
Certain clothes are set aside so there is no risk of them 
somehow missing the laundry and being dirty when it is 
time to actually pack.  We just did most of the 30K service, 
so maintenance is up to speed, although we will do an 
oil change the Friday before we leave.  It's more than just 
making sure the car is mechanically sound.  Cameras, 
radar detector (curse you, Virginia, for making us turn 
it off while driving through your gorgeous state), drone, 
and more are inspected and pass muster.  Batteries and 
chargers are accounted for and instructed not to get lost 
between now and the day we pack.  When I issue that 
order, I hear giggling in the far corner. I think it is from a 
sock hiding behind the laundry basket.
 One week to go.  I must confess.  We won't leave for 
another 6 days, but I've already starting packing.  Like, 
actually putting things in my travel bags.  Jennifer is 
finishing up her last week of school with students in the 
classroom, so her mind is busy thinking of how she can 
tear down her room in 1 day next Monday.  Normally, by 
now, she would be the one practicing her Tetris skills with 
our luggage.
 Some disappointments have occurred, too.  I was 
hoping to get some custom stripes on the side of Itsy 
before we left, but the company I was speaking with 
suddenly stopped communicating with me and there 
isn't enough time to get it done anywhere else.  And, I 

was hoping to arrive with brand new Cusco strut braces 
installed, but I got an e-mail a few days ago saying they are 
backordered and I won't get them for another 3-4 weeks.  
So, for those who follow her on YouTube, Itsy won't have 
any surprises tucked up her sleeve when she arrives.
 But, overall, my mood remains high, after three years of 
trying, we're finally going to the FreakOut! 1 day to go!  
 Final preparations kick in. Everythng is packed except 
toiletries which will be used just before we go.  So far, 
we have been amazed at how much we can put in our 
Roadster bags.   So much, in fact, the third bag is being 
used as extra space.   We both have been able to fit in 
enough clothes in our main bags we may not even need 
to do laundry!   The trick is rolling your clothes.  It saves a 
TON of space(and reduces wrinkles, too). 
 I rigged a special container for my allergy medicine, too.  
I am halfway through a year of an allergy shot regimen 
and I can't go more than 4 days without taking a shot or 
I have to restart the phase I am on.  But, the medicine 
must be refrigerated, so that presents a problem.  In our 
van, no big deal, we travel with a portable refrigerator we 
plug into the van's power system.  But, no way would it fit 
in the 124, so I had to improvise.  My solution is to use a 
double-sided aluminum drink cup (the same kind that is 
so popular nowadays).  I fill it halfway with ice and then 
put my vials in a baggie which, in turn, will go into another 
baggie that is inflated with air.  It will ride happily chilled 
and dry all day without needing to refill the ice.
 All we have left to do is go to sleep (if I can), wake up, 
load Itsy, and go.

continued on next page *
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 I lay down thinking about how much time and thought 
we put into getting our 1 car ready and immediately begin 
thinking about much time, effort, sweat, and tears the FCA 
of Central Pennsylvania Club put into planning this event 
over the last 2 years.  A herculean effort that I don't think 
one can truly appreciate unless one has helped organized 
a huge event like the FFO.  Many thanks to everyone, both 
at the national and local clubs, who helped create the 
FreakOut 2021!  
 I hope I remember to thank you all in person, but if I 
don't, know that we all thank you sincerely for all the hard 
work you have done.
 The trip to the FreakOut is uneventful the first day.  
Beginning ion Mesquite, TX, we end the 10+ hour drive 
in Cookeville, TN.  By the time we eat, it is already 9:30 
PM and we are exhausted, so we go to bed early.  The 
idea is, whenever we wake up, we get up and depart for 
Lancaster.  Hopefully, we will get there in time to register 
on Wednesday.
 As we turn northward onto I-81, we wonder if we will 
run into any other FIATs headed to the FreakOut.  We 
stop for gas and food in White Pine, TN.  After we eat, we 
are pulling into a gas station and notice a white 124 at a 
red light, in the correct lane for heading north on 81.  We 
honk and wave and they honk and wave back.  We gas up 
quickly and head back out on north I-81 with a new goal, 
catch that 124!
 It takes a long time and much wondering if the Spider 
we saw was headed to the FreakOut, but eventually, we 
see a white 124 far in front of us.  There seems little doubt 
now that the car is headed to Lancaster.  In our minds, 

with unknown FIAT friends in sight, the FreakOut has 
begun! Traffic is fairly heavy, so it is hard to close the gap 
all the way.  Eventually we catch up and are able to finish 
our trip to Lancaster in the company of a fellow FIATeer.  A 
short distance out side of Lancaster, we pass a red classic 
124.  More waves are exchanged.  A great way to arrive at 
the FreakOut!
 Later that night, in the parking lot, we meet our travel 
companions in person, Jack and his wonderful daughter, 
Melody.  We got to hang out with them multiple times during 

First Timers Take continued
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the FreakOut.  As Robb Rayner says in his speeches, 
FreakOut aren't really about the cars; they are about the 
people and friendships you make.  We totally agree.
 Wednesday Night was pretty chill.  Except for the Dyno 
crew, for most of us, this was our first experience at the 
FreakOut. Everyone is hanging out in the parking lot, many 
in the groups they arrived in, many walking around checking 
out the cars, many walking around meeting random new 
friends - and everyone waving and greeting the new arrivals 
as they pulled into the Doubletree Resort.  There was no 
organized activity; but it was better that way.  We all had 
the luxury of mixing and milling, greeting old friends, and 
meeting new ones with no time constraints and schedules 
to worry about.  After long drives there, it was an extremely 
satisfying and relaxing way to kick off the FreakOut.
 Thursday morning we all met outside and started going 
to the Driver's Meetings for the Cornfields and Covered 
Bridges Cruises.  As drivers completed the meetings, 
groups of cars lined up and left for a scenic cruise 
through Lancaster County farmland with a healthy helping 
of covered bridges sprinkled in, as well as a stop at an 
overlook on the beautiful Susquehanna River.  The drives 
ended at the Kitchen Kettle Village, a shopping center 
replete with a mix of local and national vendors, craftsmen, 
and farm goods.
 Unfortunately, Itsy had her TPMS light go off with 6 
miles to go in the cruise.  At the Kitchen Kettle Village 
parking lot, we discovered our left rear was down 15 
pounds of pressure.  We pumped her back up and walked 
around the Village for about 10 minutes, then went backed 

and re-checked the tire, down 5 pounds already.  It was 
time to head off to a local tire shop!  So while everyone was 
enjoying the Kettle, we were at a Firestone several miles 
away getting a nail removed from the bottom of the tire.
 With free time in the afternoon, we headed a bit east to 
PA Highway 124.  PA 124 runs east out of York for a short 
distance.  No one way could we be at the FreakOut and 
miss a chance to get a pic of our 124 on Highway 124!
 Thursday night we all met in the banquet room for the 
Welcome Dinner. The happy hour prior, and the dinner 
itself, provided another great opportunity to meet more 
people in the wonderfully friendly FIAT family. And it 
provided a great moment for us, personally, as well.  At 
the Welcome Dinner, FCA announced where the next 
FreakOut would be.
 I am President of the DFW FIAT Club, FIAT Club 
America in Dallas/Ft Worth.  When our club members 
learned we were going to the FreakOut, I was given strict 
orders from multiple club members to meet the national 
club leaders and lobby for bringing a FreakOut to Texas 
at some point in the future.  When we had registered the 
night before, I had started the lobbying effort as I signed 
in.  Bobb had responded with a somewhat strange look on 
his face as he spoke with me.  I told Jennifer that night, 
"It's coming to Texas!î, but we could only hope until the 
official announcement was made.
 Then, on the big screnes in the banquet, there it was!  
Robb was telling the entire group the FreakOut in 2022 
would be held in the Woodlands, Texas!  The Houston and 
Austin local FCA clubs already knew the good news, but 
the DFW club did not.  Remember I said we had gone to 
the 2019 Spring Thing?  Well, that is a regional FIAT event 
hosted by Gulf Coast FIATs  the Houston Club.  It was at 
that event where we first met Andy and his wife Susan, 
the leaders of the Houston club.  They are great people.  
We have since met many of the Austin gang at other FIAT 
events in Texas.  FIAT FreakOut 2022 is in fantastic hands!
 Friday gave drivers a choice:  go on a scenic cruise 
ending at the Shady Maple Smorgasbord or compete in 
an SCCA event.   Because we were so far from home, 
we chose the safe route and opted for the scenic cruise.   
Breaking a part at a local track is one thing.  Breaking 
down 1400 miles from home when you are in a daily driver 
is another thing altogether.
 Lancaster County is amazingly beautiful; it's natural 
beauty enhanced by the wonderful Amish farms mixed in 
with the farms of the "Englishî.  For someone who grew up 
a couple hours north working on a dairy farm, this is an 
Earthly version of heaven.  

continued on next page *
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 After a fantastic drive, we end up at the 
Shady Maple the largest Smorgasbord in the 
US!  The over 200 feet of food is so enticing, 
I turn total amateur and forget to take 
pictures inside.  I don't realize it until we are 
almost back to the hotel. Oh well, at least we 
ate well :)
 Friday night was the Carnivale in the 
parking lot.  A food truck supplied supper 
and another truck offered scrumptious 
Italian Ice.  As everyone milled around and 
Whoopie pie awards were being handed out, 
the feature attraction of the night began:  the 
low car limbo.  Specatators gathered on the 
small hill overlooking th eparking lot and 
contestants began driving under the limbo 
bar.  As it was lowered, cars piled on extra 
passngers to sit lower and lower as onlookers 
cheered and laughed at their efforts.  
Eventually a winner was delcared, but that 
was almost academic.  The real winners 
were everyone who participated, both as contestants and 
obsevers.
 As darkness fell and custom wind deflectors lit up on 
cars (how about that deflector depicting Washington DC? - 
WOW!), people starting drifting off to their rooms to get ready 
for the premiere event of the FreakOut, Saturday's Consorso 
D'Eleganza.
 Cars left for the Concorso in groups of similar cars. This 
made aligning cars on the showfield much easier.  The 
Concorso was hosted by the AACA Car Museum, located 
right by Hershey  Amusement Park in Hershey, PA.  I am 
sure everyone was had never been to Hershey before loved 
the Chocolate Kiss streetlights!
 The Concorso itself was an overwhelming success that 
broke new ground in several ways.  For starters, it was the 
first FreakOut Consorso open to the general public.  Then, 
the number of cars in the show set a new record: 221 FIAT 
and FIAT family cars.  I'm pretty confident we not only set 
a reocrd for the FreakOut, but also a record for the largest 
FIAT car show ever in the US.  What a great tribute to all the 
hard work put into planning and organzing the event by the 
Central Pennsylvania FIAT Club.
 Modern and classic 500s and 124s were there in huge 
numbers.  But what really put the event over the top were all 
the rare FIATs that showed up.  There were coach builts and 
FIATs many of us probably didn't even know existed beore we 
saw them at the FreakOut.  For car afficiandos, in general, 
and FIAT lovers, in particular, this was truly an epic event.  

 Food trucks were on site and local vendors plied their 
wares outside the museum.  Those of us who ventured inside 
the museum were treated with extremely well preserved and/
or restored automobiles and trucks form across the entire 
breadth of automotive history in the US.  It was a perfect 
pairing with the FIAT Consorso outside.
 Just as the event was starting to wind down, a light 
rainshower sent many of us scrambling to put up tops, 
but one could hardly complain.  The weather throughout 
the FreakOut had been picture perfect.  Blue skies with 
brilliantly white fair weather cumulus and temperatures in the 
low 80s.  One couldn't ask for better weather for top down 
driving.  Mother Nature and Pennsylvania were giving us 
their best preformances!  More than once, I reminisced back 
to my childhood days, listening to Peter Wambach declare 
at the start of his weekly radio show, "It's a beautiful day in 
Pennsylvania!î Yes, it was.
 That night brought the Awards Dinner at the Doubletree.   
Don Meluzio delivered a wonderfully entertaining and 
informative speech and Robb Raynor emceed in great form 
as Awards were announced.  Along with all the hardware for 
the Concorso winners, the annual winners for the Helen Nice, 
Con Brio, and Friends In Automotive Trouble (F.I.A.T.) awards 
were announced.
 Sunday morning featured the silent auction and raffle in 
the resort.  
 We stopped by the raffle/auction to say our final goodbyes 
to many new-found friends and then hit the road.  If we went 
straight home had 1,418 miles and 2 days of post-FreakOut 
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travel to go.  But, Jennifer had never been down Skyline Drive 
overlooking the picturesque Shenandoah Valley in Virginia, so 
we added an extra day and multiple miles to the route home.  
Adding an extra day made the drive home much more relaxed 
and was a perfect way to top off the FreakOut.
 For everyone who has been to a FreakOut before, including 
all the first timers at this year's FreakOut, I don't have to sell 
you the idea of a FreakOut.  You already know.
 For anyone who is comtemplating going to a FreakOut in 
the future (next year's FreakOut in Texas would be a great 
place to start!), I can not, with my amatuer story telling skills, 
begin to tell you how wonderful the FreakOut is. Even if it is 
only a one time deal for you, get to a FreakOut in the future, 
you will not be disappointed!
 Robb is right.  On the surface, FIAT FreakOut may appear 
to be about the cars.  But, it is not.  It is about the friends you 

have and the friends you make.  We frequently refer to the 
"FIAT family of carsî, especially when explaining to people 
who is eligible to join FIAT Club America.  But, the FreakOuts 
make some of those words superfluous.  FreakOuts are not 
FIAT family of cars; they are FIAT family.
 We sincerely hope to see all our newfound friends and 
family in Texas at the FreakOut in 2022.  We can't wait to 
discover new friends and family there.  And, if you re-read 
those last few paragraphs, you get the best summation of a 
FreakOut I can give you.  Many of us (especially first-timers) 
go to the FreakOut expecting a mind boggling car event.  
But, we leave knowing we just experienced a mindboggling 
HUMAN event.
 Fun, food, FIATs, friends - family.  That is the FIAT 
FreakOut.

 My navigation system wasn't working and 
I drove around the grass parking lot to find a 
signal.  Giving up, I stopped in front of a couple 
in a red Abarth 124 and asked if their nav system 
worked and they said, 'yes, ours does'.  Don got 
out and saw the spinning 'loading wheel' on my 
FIAT 124 screen, but we couldn't make it load.   
He then  Google Maps  on my cell phone and set 
it for directions back to the Hilton Doubletree. 
Something about this person looked familiar, but 
I knew this was their first FIAT FreakOut.  
 That Thursday evening we saw one another 
and sat down together at a table and chatted 
small talk, and after a while Don got up from 
between Mary, his wife and better half and me to 
get some drinks.  
 During our conversation, Mary asked me 
where I was from, what did I do, where we had 
lived.  I'm familiar with this line of questioning, 
because Karen would enjoy meeting people ( 
Inquiring, sometimes interrogating, which I would 
kid her about. ).  I had given Mary the placard for concours 
and then I remembered.  Mary was pleasant to talk with and 
asking me pertinent questions we discovered Don and I were 
in technical departments of the same company, in the same 
city, at the same time and that we had worked together at Levi 
Strauss & Co.in El Paso Texas.

 Don and I had worked together closely at times regarding 
quality issues and worked across the street from one another.  
When Don got back, Mary said you guys worked together in 
El Paso.  We hadn't seen one another for 30 years, but we 
laughed and hugged.  If I hadn't had nav trouble etc., we 
might not have reconnected.  You meet the nicest people at 
FreakOuts; some, year after year, and some after 30 years!

from George Cummings



Years ago, FIAT FreakOut was a long weekend event that 
would start on Friday and end on Sunday. The main event 
was the Saturday Concorso and the Awards Banquet. On 
Sunday, there would be a drive for those who did not need to 
scoot home. In the late 1990’s as FreakOut began to move 
to more distant locations, organizers began offering activities 
on Thursday, and then in more recent years, Wednesday 
activities were added. These included drives, tech sessions, 
autocross, track time, garage tours, NASCAR races, and 
even bus tours of local architecture.  
 Over the past 38 years, FIAT FreakOut has never included 
a Dyno Day so members could measure their engine’s 
horsepower. The Central PA Chapter, as host of FIAT 
FreakOut 2021, coordinated a Dyno Day at a performance 
shop that was located only a mile from the Lancaster 
DoubleTree Hotel.
 Twenty-one Club members arrived on Tuesday or on 
Wednesday morning so they could put their FIATs and their 
performance modifications to the dyno test for a fee of $50. 
There was a nice mix of modern FIAT 500 Abarths & FIAT 
124 Abarths, as well as X1/9’s and vintage FIAT Spiders. 
Even Mike Louviere put his 1952 FIAT Topolino on the Dyno!
 The shop crew perched the driving wheels of each FIAT 
onto a huge roller, and then strapped the car to the shop 
floor. The technician got in the driver seat and warmed the 
engine while turning the rollers. The test would begin by 
increasing the engine speed to the maximum RPM as set by 

the car owner. Throughout the cycle, the technician watched 
the power curve on a computer screen.
 The shop tested about 5 cars per hour. To keep the day 
interesting, the Central PA Chapter held a contest for everyone 
to guess the horsepower and torque of each car as it being 
tested. Winners received a chocolate dinosaur on a stick. 
 Car manufacturers advertise the horsepower of their 
engines as measured at the flywheel. A dyno measures the 
horsepower and torque at the wheels, which is about 26% 
less power than at the flywheel. Every member estimated 
their FIATs to have more power than the Dyno measured.
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A FREAKIN’ DYNO DAY
by Tim Beeble

continued on next page *
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 My 1974 FIAT 124 Spider with its 1800cc engine had a 
stock horsepower of 92. Through the years, I have added 
10.1:1 high compression pistons, dual Webber 40 IDF 
carburetors, performance cams, headers, Ansa exhaust, 
electronic ignition and heavy duty valve springs. This must 
have added substantial power, right? I could feel the added 
power after adding high compression pistons and then again, 
after installing the dual carbs. 
The dyno test revealed that my engine was producing 78 
horsepower. Adjusting for the 26% transmission loss of 
power would indicate that my spider has 98 horsepower.  I, 
too, was disappointed. However, my 48 year old engine, has 
7% more power that it had when it was brand new. Like age, 

it is just a number. As they say in New Jersey, “it is what 
it is!”  Of course, Denise Burchette in her 1971 FIAT 124 
Spider with its 1600cc engine measured 95 horsepower 
versus my 78! Why should today be different? 
 For me, the most valuable information from the Dyno test 
was that my engine’s power levels off at 5600 RPM, so there 
is nothing for me to gain by shifting beyond this point.
 I know that you are curious about Mike Louviere’s 
Topolino. Its engine squeezed out an astounding 8½ 
horsepower. Of course, with the 26% factor for power 
transmission loss, that would be almost 11 horsepower. 
Double digit FIAT power!

 I met Leslie Logan at my second FreakOut, back in 
2016 in Detroit. It was my first time driving my beloved 
Lancia Flavia since I acquired her earlier in the year. Jon 
her husband and owner of Midwest 124 was busy helping 
someone else at the time. Leslie became my friend instantly 
on Facebook and that was the start of the relationship. My 
Lancia has never failed me so it was with great concern that 
she wouldn’t start on Saturday. Sure, I would miss the line 
up at Hershey park but my worry was getting me, my car 
and my woman home.
 My Annette who put up with the heat from the last show 
in 2019 swore that she would never drive with me again 
after that excruciatingly long road trip. This time I promised 
her that the trip would only be 3 hours not 10 plus hours 
like the one to North Carolina. I think because of Covid she 
relented because she wanted to see many of her old friends 
again. For both of us it was a magical show as we had so 
much fun and how we missed just seeing people. We both 
made more friends The show cars were beautiful and I think 
the inclusion of Ferrari was a great idea. Tell Bobb Rayner 
not to worry, what he created like the Frankenstein monster 
can never be killed. Even if he wanted to he couldn’t.
 Jon Logan after we all returned from Hershey set about 
fixing my problem. I actually was preparing to flat bed my 
Flavia back to New York and renting a car for Annette and I 
to go home in.
 Using logic and a new set of spark plugs Jon got her 
started and we drove home. The only difference was that 
Annette did not threaten me with never going again. She 
actually bragged to her family that she met two other Asian 
ladies and that she met another 
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FIAT FRIENDS...
by Daniel Goldman
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A WHOLE NEW WORLD...
DON'T CLOSE YOU'RE EYES
by Randy & Debbie Gilbert

 

 We had driven Miatas since 2005 when I bought a 1993 Miata 
and enjoyed outings with our local Miata car club on several 
occasions. In January of 2012 a deer decided to come across 
the front passenger fender and come through the windshield 
which totaled the car. I wasn’t hurt except for the trauma of 
having a deer in my lap. I then purchased a used 2007 Miata GT 
retractable hardtop. Last year I discovered the new FIAT 124 and 
started researching it. I love the retro look of the new 124s and 
decided I wanted one and started my search. I wanted one with 
a manual transmission which limited my options as it seemed 
the majority had automatic transmissions. Then, in Nov 2020, 
we became the owner of our first FIAT...A silver Abarth 124 with 
the Heritage Racing stripe and Record Monza exhaust which was 
purchased originally by a retired Marine. Shortly after he bought 
it, he was diagnosed with macular degeneration which was 
progressing rapidly.  I was fortunate enough to see his ad quickly 
and it was soon mine. We named her Fionna.
 I asked the president of our local Miata club if our FIAT would 
be welcome and his response was ‘we love FIATas’. In March of 
this year we went to the annual Miatas at Myrtle Beach. While 
registering I was asked why I did not sign up for the car show. I 
said because I no longer had a Miata. I was told I should enter 
the car show. Well Saturday evening at the awards banquet my 

FIAT 124 Abarth won the first place trophy in the Miata ND class.
 Soon after getting her, I joined the FIAT Club of America 
and contacted the local FIAT club president Denise Burchette 
and she told me about the upcoming FIAT FreakOut.  We 
watched the video information and read the information on the 
website and began making plans to attend our first FreakOut in 
Lancaster, PA.
 The registration team was friendly and helpful. Our red " 
first timer " lanyard was a nice signal for more experienced 
participants to offer assistance. Throughout the weekend, we 
could tell a lot of care and planning had gone into making this a 
great event. The drives through the countryside were beautiful. 
I especially enjoyed the covered bridges. The app for the drives 
was extremely helpful. And voting by app was a great idea! No 
papers to keep up with or place in a ballot box.
 We enjoyed meeting people from across the country. At the 
evening dinners we enjoyed hearing how others had gotten into 
FIATs and what they had and how many! I saw FIATs that I did 
not know existed like the Otas. We really enjoyed touring the 
AACA museum. We did wish there had been more vendors at the 
car show. I really enjoyed the Saturday evening guest speaker, 
Don Meluzio and hearing how he got into European cars after 
being stationed in Germany. I enjoyed watching the video and 
seeing him beat Tom Cruise in the race.
 This was an excellent event! We look forward to seeing a whole 
new world at the 2022 FreakOut in Woodlands, Texas.
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ON THE ROAD...
TO FFO 2021
by Jeff & Cathy Coale 
2012 FIAT 500 Gucci Edition 
2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia Sport, a/k/a all the fast parts, none of the heavy ones

 

 Like many, Cathy and I have been isolating at home. We are 
very lucky to have had a safe place to do so, specifically our 
24 acre home in Virginia, and extremely fortunate to be able to 
stay as long as needed. In fact, before the 2021 FreakOut in 
Lancaster, our only other trip away from home was the 2020 
FreakOut in Knoxville.

 Otherwise, we’d been isolating since for about a year, with 
only local trips for necessities. Since the trip to Pennsylvania 
was to be our first in so long, we decided to document some of 
the firsts along the way. 
 It was great to see everyone. The Show was excellent, and 
many thanks to the FCA and Central PA chapter and all the 
volunteers!
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THE ENGINE THAT 
COULD(‘NT)        
  Monday On June 21, two days before FIAT FreakOut 
2021, the unthinkable happened. During a drive to 
York, Pennsylvania for a final tune before the Dyno Day 
event at FreakOut oil pressure in my 1986 Bertone 
X1/9 was lost on the highway. With no safe spot to pull 
over I made the decision to coast a mile down to the 
next exit. The car had other ideas and within seconds 
the sounds of a bad knock-knock joke could be heard 
from the rear. After a late night tow home, drain of the 
oil, and compression test it was evident the bottom end 
was toast. My brother, wife and I stood in the garage 
at around midnight, just as broken. A few minutes of 
frustration passed and we decided to come up with a 
plan, all knowing that making FreakOut was a must.
 Tuesday The next morning I sent out a distress call 
to a fellow Central PA FIAT Club member, Jon Nichols, 
whom I knew had an extra motor sitting in his garage. 
The motor was questionable, rusty, and had been sitting 
for a while, but this appeared to be our only chance with 
only a few days until the big event. Jon agreed to sell me 
the motor as long as I didn’t curse him if it didn’t run. 
Jon said I could pick the motor up Wednesday morning. 
I arrived home from work around 6PM. By midnight I 
had the bad motor pulled out of my car in preparation for 
Jon's motor the next day. 
 Wednesday 7AM my brother and I hopped in a car to 
pick up the motor. In another bout of bad luck, the wheel 
bearing on my truck had blown out the week before and 
was not yet replaced. If you’ve ever wondered if a 1.5L 
X1/9 motor/trans fits in the back of a Hyundai Veloster, 
it does. Around 10AM we returned home and began 
tearing the accessories off of the “new” motor. At this 
point we also recruited another friend, John Buleza, in 
assisting with the effort. After swapping the water pump, 
alternator, thermostat housing, cam pulley, crank pulley, 
belt tensioner, engine mount, both intake and exhaust 
manifolds, and the oil pan, we began installing the motor 
onto the car. At 7:03PM the engine was mounted in the 
car, at 10:01PM the engine started. 
 Thursday Being in the Central PA FIAT Club I was 
scheduled to assist in one of the covered bridges 
drives. My X1/9, although running, was probably still 
not up for a long drive. The rear suspension/brakes still 

by Cameron Waterbury 
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needed to be re-installed and it needed to be tuned. In 
order to still enjoy FreakOut and the drives I opted to 
borrow my brothers ‘87 MR2. My wife and I drove out to 
Lancaster and enjoyed the drive immensely, despite the 
questionable stares on whether or not I had a strange 
body kit on an X1/9 or I was simply an imposter. After 
enjoying downtown Lancaster, it was time to head home 
to finish the X1/9. Once the suspension and brakes were 
back on, the car was due for a test drive. The new motor 
sounded strong, the MicroSquirt ECU was happy, and 
the car was beginning to come back to life. A couple laps 
around the block and……it started overheating.
 Friday My wife and I made the morning trip out to 
Shady Maple to once again enjoy the company of other 
FIAT owners. After a hearty breakfast and probably too 
much coffee, we once again made the journey home to 
work on the X1/9. The only issue that stood between us 

and the Concurso was the overheating issue. Talking with 
other X1/9 owners, everyone pointed to air in the system. 
Easy enough. We followed different techniques from 
advice given as well as found on Xweb. We bled the car 
11 times, it still overheated. In desperation we decided 
to delete the thermostat. Temperatures still continued to 
rise even at idle and both radiator fans going. 
 Saturday Day of the Concurso. The number of hours 
my brother and I spent in the garage would not go to 

waste. At 2AM we had still not tackled the overheating 
issue. The AACA museum was luckily only 30 minutes 
from home, we only had to make it that far. My brother, 
bless him, came up with an idea on how to get the car 
on the showfield. At 2:30AM we loaded the car with two 
fully charged laptops, an extra cell phone, a flashlight, 
an allen key to bleed the coolant, and a handful of other 
miscellaneous tools. He drove the car 5 minutes down 
the road until it started to get hot, pulled over, bleed the 
radiator, set an alarm for 30mins, and took a nap. Rinse, 
repeat. Ian was the first on the showfield at around 
5:30AM. I picked him up shortly after to take him home 
to rest while my wife and I made a cup of coffee and 
headed back to the Concurso. The car had made it! 
This was also our first FreakOut. We had such a great 
day speaking to others about the car, the turbo build and 
Microsquirt ECU build process, and the journey we took 
to get it there. After the show, we headed back to the 
Hotel in Lancaster for Dinner/Awards. While the eclairs 
were good, I never expected to receive something even 
better that night. When the Bertone X1/9 category was 
up, my wife and I joked that if I didn’t place 3rd, I might 
as well cut my losses. The other X1/9’s on the field were 
spectacular and very well kept. 3rd place was announced 
and it wasn’t me, still I was excited for my fellow X1/9 
owners. 2nd place, still not me, but expected. 1st place, 
there it was….my car on the big screen. Our table full of 
local chapter members erupted, I didn’t know what to do 
except smile from ear to ear from shock. Brian Benson 
was grinning just as much, plaque in hand, ready to give 
me the award. 
 After taking a picture with the plaque and other 
winners I retired to my table. The FIAT X1/9 group 
winners were then announced. After that the award for 
best X1/9 would be called. I was almost too busy texting 
friends and family, and especially my brother, about my 
award to notice my car was once again on the big screen. 
I had won Best X1/9. Never in my wildest dreams would 
I imagine my car, which had no motor just nights before, 
would achieve such an award. 
 Thank you everyone that casted a vote. Thank you, 
Ian, for your mechanical expertise and advice. Thank 
you, Jon, for the in-a-pinch motor that I knew you were 
keeping as a spare. Thank you, John, for your last minute 
assistance in rebuilding the new motor. A very special 
thank you to my beautiful wife Jamaia for her patience 
and understanding of my FIAT obsession. While this was 
our first FreakOut, I guarantee it will not be our last. We 
look forward to seeing our new friends next year……with 
a car that doesn’t overheat.
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 The Officers of FIAT Club America surprised Doug 
Von Koenig by presenting him with the Darryl Stacey 
Award at FIAT FreakOut in Lancaster, PA. On stage 
at the Awards Banquet, Tim Beeble commandeered 
the microphone and Brett Melancon presented the 
Award.
 Following Darryl’s sudden death in 2018, the 
Club created the Darryl Stacey Award to recognize club members 
who have made a significant contribution toward the excellence 
of Ricambi Magazine. To date, the Daryl Stacey Award has been 
granted to Debra Stacey, Bobb Rayner, Brett Melancon and Doug 
Von Koenig.     
 FIAT Club America, initially formed in 1983 as “FIAT Lancia 
Underground”.  It began with $5.00 dues that covered the costs 
of printing and mailing the Club’s Ricambi newsletter that was 
mimeographed on both sides of 4 sheets of paper, stapled, folded 
in half, and mailed.    
 Darryl and Deb Stacy joined the Club in July 1993, and they 
owned a printing business. By January 1994 the Club left the age 

of mimeographed Ricambi in its rearview mirror. Stacey 
& Associates began creating, publishing and distributing 
a professional, quarterly Ricambi magazine on glossy 
paper with black & white photos. For 7 years, Darryl and 
Deb Stacey published Ricambi for the Club. Thereafter 
in 2001, Darryl turned over responsibility for publishing 
Ricambi to Brett Melancon.

 Through the years, the burden of gathering articles, photos 
and other content for Ricambi fell upon the publishers. Ricambi 
was not always published on time due to a lack of articles. Doug 
Von Koenig stepped up in 2017 to assume responsibility for 
coordinating the submission of articles and photos for Ricambi.  
This took this administrative burden off the shoulders of Brett 
Melancon, who could, instead, focus his creative efforts on 
magazine layout and production. Since that time, Ricambi has 
been published on time, and Brett Melancon has not had to beg 
members to write articles and submit photos.  Thank you Doug 
for your substantial contribution to the excellence of Ricambi 
magazine.

FIAT FREAKOUT 2021  
DARRYL STACEY AWARD

FIAT FREAKOUT 2021 
AUTOCROSS RESULTS
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Timing By: AXWare Systems Your source For Competition Timing
Susquehanna Region - #1 - Fiat Club Maple Grove - Fri 06-25-2021

Final Results
Total Registered: 36, with Times: 33

n124 v124 vx19 n500 no vo

n124 - 'New 124'
Total Entries: 10 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T n124 26 Dan Hennig 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Abarth Red 36.099 34.491 34.504 36.904+1 34.491
2T n124 33 Brayden Connolly 1985 Fiat X1/9 Red & Black 39.341 38.295 38.114 37.223 37.223
3T n124 35 Darren Boehning 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Red 43.073+1 37.971 37.904 39.973+1 37.904
4T n124 108 Brady Endres 2017 Fiat 124 Abarth Spider Black 42.611 38.379 38.249 39.889+1 38.249
5 n124 31 Marnie Brannon 2018 Fiat 124 Red 44.868 41.857 41.759 40.593 40.593
6 n124 27 Ambrose Buldo 2018 Fiat 124 Spider Abarth White 47.361 45.317 43.319 43.230 43.230
7 n124 7 Donald Kneedler 2019 Fiat 124 Spider Abarth Red 63.044 81.013+off 47.988 47.633 47.633
8 n124 1 George Cummings 2019 Fiat 124 Classica Hypnotique Red 61.738+off 63.789 58.982 52.611 52.611
9 n124 13 Sherman Flowers 2017 Jaguar F-type White 45.466+off 54.814+off 49.936+off 49.976+off off
10 n124 133 Matt Brannon 2018 Fiat 124 Abarth Red 38.419+off 58.529+off 39.205+off 41.015+off off

v124 - 'Vintage 124'
Total Entries: 4 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T v124 1 Mark Saladino 1969 Fiat 124 spyder white 45.286+off 41.421 42.185 41.503 41.421
2T v124 99 Vincent Gallo 1981 Fiat 124 Spider Red/Black 44.563 44.861 44.560 44.103 44.103
3 v124 44 Rusty Harris 1982 Fiat 124 Spider 2000 Metallic Grey 61.952+off 65.936 62.987 58.125 58.125
4 v124 79 Russell Reich 1979 Fiat 124 Blue dns

vx19 - 'Vintage X1/9'
Total Entries: 4 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T vx19 175 Nick Bygrave 1982 Fiat X1/9 Somewhat Silver 41.989 41.473 40.702 51.188 40.702
2T vx19 77 Chad Allison 1978 Fiat X1/9 Matte blue 50.444 44.883+off 43.571 43.038+off 43.571
3 vx19 87 Walter Forlini 1987 Bertone X1/9 Yellow 48.773 44.155 43.728 43.728
4 vx19 86 Brian Benson 1986 Fiat X1/9 Red 52.339 49.712 46.595 45.316+off 46.595

n500 - 'New 500'
Total Entries: 11 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T n500 38 Bil Dennis 2012 Fiat 500 Abarth red 39.319 46.184+off 43.209+off 44.787+1 39.319
2T n500 17 Rex Sigo 2017 Fiat 500C Abarth Red 43.985 41.859 41.476 40.735 40.735
3T n500 4 Matthew Williams 2013 Fiat Abarth 500 Red 43.757+off 41.933 41.388 41.540+off 41.388
4T n500 14 Darnell Thomas 2013 Fiat 47.563 44.085 42.797 42.010 42.010
5 n500 53 Arman Labrada 2012 Fiat 500 Red 44.576+off 43.397+off 44.279+1 42.875 42.875
6 n500 94 David Arndt 2015 Fiat 500 Abarth Black + Red 44.123 44.123
7 n500 9 Augusto Rabellino 2017 Fiat Abarth 500c Black 48.249 46.066 45.089 44.271 44.271
8 n500 85 Michael Sharpe 2015 Fiat 500 Abarth Cabrio Black 49.732 47.764 47.009 45.095 45.095
9 n500 19 Don Stahl 2013 Fiat 500 Abarth Black 74.547+off 60.775 52.675 51.093 51.093
10 n500 1 Francis Rego 2015 Fiat Abarth 500 White 42.991+off 65.104 57.895 53.412 53.412
11 n500 88 Michael Goodenough 2016 Fiat 500X AWD Red 77.036+off 65.362+off 87.605+off 68.739 68.739

no - 'New Other'
Total Entries: 3 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T no 96 Derek Meluzio 2002 Porsche 996 Turbo Silver 42.616 40.087 39.015 38.305 38.305
2 no 4 Robb Rice 2021 Alfa Romeo Stelvio Red 39.974 39.987 45.415 43.163+2 39.974
3 no 37 Justin Meluzio 2017 Mitsubishi Lancer LE Black 45.055 43.906 41.964 44.219+1 41.964

vo - 'Vintage Other'
Total Entries: 4 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T vo 31 Donald Meluzio 1973 Porsche 911t yellow 42.014 41.361 40.034 39.904 39.904
2T vo 1 Hayden Brown 1977 Lancia Scorpion Gold 48.471 44.412 43.593 43.739 43.593
3 vo 128 Geroge Riccoboni 1976 Fiat 128 Yellow 49.597 47.146 46.066 44.331 44.331
4 vo 13 Paul Blaylock 1971 Fiat 850 Yellow 47.192 46.497 46.546 46.497



 

 Hello, my name is Deanna, and I am the owner/driver of 
a 2018 124 Spider Abarth named Arya.  This is the story 
of my second national level FreakOut and the wonderful 
people that I have met along the way.  But let us start it off 
right with a note in Italian, I apologize if my Italian is a little 
off….
 Grazie a tutti per il momento meraviglioso, I’amicizia e 
l’opportunita di imparare dal meglio del meglio!
 Thank you all for a wonderful time, friendship, and the 
opportunity to learn from the best of the best!  
 As a military and public safety family our concept of 
family is a very tight one and follows the train of thought 
that “Pay It Forward” is not a slogan but is a way of life.  
Over the past two years I have had the real pleasure 
of attending two FreakOuts and I quickly learned that 
Famiglia runs deep within “our” group, and it is a real 
pleasure to call it “our” group as a member of the Famiglia! 
 My story started last year when Bret invited us to a 
FreakOut on the Dragon where we met some really great 
people and had a wonderful time talking, socializing, and 
just hanging out with the group.  That led to the 2020 
FreakOut in Knoxville where my interest was really spurred.  
I was honored, humbled, and to be honest shocked to 
have my 2018 124 Spider Abarth get a 3rd place trophy 
that year.  My husband who is my “Crew Chief” said that 
the look on my face was priceless when my name was 
announced.
 Fast forward to FreakOut 2021 in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  I cannot say enough about the wonderful 
hosts that we had (Knoxville was also great!).  This was 
my first trip to Pennsylvania and now I do not know why 
I had never traveled to this wonderful part of our country.  
I could go on and on about the culture, the people, the 
beauty of the area and oh did I mention the wonderful 
hosts!  Beautiful country roads, covered bridges, buggies 
in the roadways, and even a few interestingly named towns 
(Paradise and Intercourse come to mind).  My favorite 
take away was the people, anyone that knows me knows 
that I am the type of person that “I never met a stranger” 
as I love to meet people, socialize, and just hang out.  The 
folks that I met at FO21 took that to a different level.  “Taz” 
and his bride from Texas earned his award in more ways 
than one as he was a wealth of information, ideas, and just 
fun to be around.  And of course there is my favorite Navy 
Chief from Trinidad and his wife that were welcoming and 
a lot of fun to be with.  Awards night was another fun night 
for all, 6o plus awards, wow who would have figured?  As 

they read off the awards and got to the 124 Spider, I was 
really happy to see a fellow Tennessean get first place for 
his 124 Spider Abarth (go Bret) and then I was in shock 
when they called my name, who me? For the Best - Spider.  
After I calmed down from total shock I told my husband, 
you know what that means?  He said what? I said its time 
to keep adding mods to Arya to make her better.
 My husband and I had to cancel our 2020 trip to Italy 
celebrating our 30th wedding anniversary due to the 
impacts of COVID-19 but I know where we will be in 2021!
With September 11, 2021, just around the corner as the 
wife of a First responder to the World Trade Center I would 
be remised if I did not ask everyone to pause, reflect, 
respect, and remember on the 20th anniversary of the 
attacks in New York City, the Pentagon, and Pennsylvania.  
We lost a lot of people on that tragic day, and we continue 
to lose first responders from health effects.  Please never 
forget….
 Thank you again to everyone that helped to plan 
and execute the 2020 and 2021 FreakOuts, you all 
are wonderful, and my husband and I look forward to 
seeing you all in Texas next year.  If you are ever in East 
Tennessee and want to drive the “Tail of the Dragon” or 
any of our other wonderful drives just drop us a line.  Stay 
safe and be well.   

FIAT FREAKOUT PART 2
by Deanna Wolff, Tennessee Chapter
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Susquehanna Region - #1 - Fiat Club Maple Grove - Fri 06-25-2021

Final Results
Total Registered: 36, with Times: 33

n124 v124 vx19 n500 no vo

n124 - 'New 124'
Total Entries: 10 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T n124 26 Dan Hennig 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Abarth Red 36.099 34.491 34.504 36.904+1 34.491
2T n124 33 Brayden Connolly 1985 Fiat X1/9 Red & Black 39.341 38.295 38.114 37.223 37.223
3T n124 35 Darren Boehning 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Red 43.073+1 37.971 37.904 39.973+1 37.904
4T n124 108 Brady Endres 2017 Fiat 124 Abarth Spider Black 42.611 38.379 38.249 39.889+1 38.249
5 n124 31 Marnie Brannon 2018 Fiat 124 Red 44.868 41.857 41.759 40.593 40.593
6 n124 27 Ambrose Buldo 2018 Fiat 124 Spider Abarth White 47.361 45.317 43.319 43.230 43.230
7 n124 7 Donald Kneedler 2019 Fiat 124 Spider Abarth Red 63.044 81.013+off 47.988 47.633 47.633
8 n124 1 George Cummings 2019 Fiat 124 Classica Hypnotique Red 61.738+off 63.789 58.982 52.611 52.611
9 n124 13 Sherman Flowers 2017 Jaguar F-type White 45.466+off 54.814+off 49.936+off 49.976+off off

10 n124 133 Matt Brannon 2018 Fiat 124 Abarth Red 38.419+off 58.529+off 39.205+off 41.015+off off
v124 - 'Vintage 124'
Total Entries: 4 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T v124 1 Mark Saladino 1969 Fiat 124 spyder white 45.286+off 41.421 42.185 41.503 41.421
2T v124 99 Vincent Gallo 1981 Fiat 124 Spider Red/Black 44.563 44.861 44.560 44.103 44.103
3 v124 44 Rusty Harris 1982 Fiat 124 Spider 2000 Metallic Grey 61.952+off 65.936 62.987 58.125 58.125
4 v124 79 Russell Reich 1979 Fiat 124 Blue dns

vx19 - 'Vintage X1/9'
Total Entries: 4 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T vx19 175 Nick Bygrave 1982 Fiat X1/9 Somewhat Silver 41.989 41.473 40.702 51.188 40.702
2T vx19 77 Chad Allison 1978 Fiat X1/9 Matte blue 50.444 44.883+off 43.571 43.038+off 43.571
3 vx19 87 Walter Forlini 1987 Bertone X1/9 Yellow 48.773 44.155 43.728 43.728
4 vx19 86 Brian Benson 1986 Fiat X1/9 Red 52.339 49.712 46.595 45.316+off 46.595

n500 - 'New 500'
Total Entries: 11 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T n500 38 Bil Dennis 2012 Fiat 500 Abarth red 39.319 46.184+off 43.209+off 44.787+1 39.319
2T n500 17 Rex Sigo 2017 Fiat 500C Abarth Red 43.985 41.859 41.476 40.735 40.735
3T n500 4 Matthew Williams 2013 Fiat Abarth 500 Red 43.757+off 41.933 41.388 41.540+off 41.388
4T n500 14 Darnell Thomas 2013 Fiat 47.563 44.085 42.797 42.010 42.010
5 n500 53 Arman Labrada 2012 Fiat 500 Red 44.576+off 43.397+off 44.279+1 42.875 42.875
6 n500 94 David Arndt 2015 Fiat 500 Abarth Black + Red 44.123 44.123
7 n500 9 Augusto Rabellino 2017 Fiat Abarth 500c Black 48.249 46.066 45.089 44.271 44.271
8 n500 85 Michael Sharpe 2015 Fiat 500 Abarth Cabrio Black 49.732 47.764 47.009 45.095 45.095
9 n500 19 Don Stahl 2013 Fiat 500 Abarth Black 74.547+off 60.775 52.675 51.093 51.093

10 n500 1 Francis Rego 2015 Fiat Abarth 500 White 42.991+off 65.104 57.895 53.412 53.412
11 n500 88 Michael Goodenough 2016 Fiat 500X AWD Red 77.036+off 65.362+off 87.605+off 68.739 68.739

no - 'New Other'
Total Entries: 3 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T no 96 Derek Meluzio 2002 Porsche 996 Turbo Silver 42.616 40.087 39.015 38.305 38.305
2 no 4 Robb Rice 2021 Alfa Romeo Stelvio Red 39.974 39.987 45.415 43.163+2 39.974
3 no 37 Justin Meluzio 2017 Mitsubishi Lancer LE Black 45.055 43.906 41.964 44.219+1 41.964

vo - 'Vintage Other'
Total Entries: 4 Car Color Run 1 Run 2 Run 3 Run 4 Total

1T vo 31 Donald Meluzio 1973 Porsche 911t yellow 42.014 41.361 40.034 39.904 39.904
2T vo 1 Hayden Brown 1977 Lancia Scorpion Gold 48.471 44.412 43.593 43.739 43.593
3 vo 128 Geroge Riccoboni 1976 Fiat 128 Yellow 49.597 47.146 46.066 44.331 44.331
4 vo 13 Paul Blaylock 1971 Fiat 850 Yellow 47.192 46.497 46.546 46.497
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FIRST FREAKOUT 2021
by Don Meluzio

 This being my first FreakOut, I didn't know what to expect. I 
had done three Carlisle Import Shows in the FIAT Club Display 
with Brian, Candy, Vince, and Karen. I always was infected by 
their enthusiasm, but their spirit for FreakOut 2021 was over 
the top. When Brian asked me to be the Guest Speaker at the 
Banquet I didn't know what to expect. It surely wasn't over 400 
people in the Audience that's for sure! I have to say the Banquet 
Area  that we used was marvelous. What a great spot and a great 
Dinner.
     We did the Autocross on Friday that was at Maple Grove 
Dragway. It was myself, my Son Derek, and my Grandson 
Justin. To have three generations of Meluzios participating in the 
FreakOut was really a treat. The Course was pretty easy to follow, 
but yet it was still challenging. Derek came out on top and beat 
the old man, but we had a ball just competing amongst ourselves 
for family bragging rights.
     Saturday was the Concours at the Antique Automobile Club 
Complex in Hershey. It was really a great show. You name a FIAT 
Model, and I will bet one was there. My favorite was the 1955 
FIAT Pininfarina 1100 TV Coupe owned by Gary Pezzella and I 
must have good taste because it won Best Of Show! We showed 
4 of my Cars and my FIAT Abarth 1000GT Won 1st Place in the 
FIAT Heritage Judging. That capped off a wonderful weekend 
and I am sure the Meluzio Family will remember that for a long 
time!
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FFO QUILT: A SPECIAL REMEMBRANCE
by Bobb Rayner

 Jane and George Rada, FIAT Club America members from 
Ohio, USA, have attended several FIAT FreakOut events. 
Unfortunately, George passed away not too long ago, and as 
a remembrance of him, she had a quilt made using some of 
her late husband’s shirts which was kept on a bed in the spare 
bedroom of their home.  Their son Alex treasured that quilt, 
and he eventually took possession of it.  Realizing the impact 
that quilt had made on her son, Jane decided to have another 
quilt made using tee shirts from previous FIAT FreakOuts she 
and George had attended.  She requested that the quilt include 
the colors of the Italian flag, and it was sewn with a black-
colored backing so it could actually be used in a FIAT.  From its 
inception, Jane intended to donate the completed FFO tee shirt 
quilt to the FIAT Club America.  
 True to her initial plan, Jane made her way to FFO 2021 and 
brought the aforementioned quilt along with her and donated it 
to the club as an item to be auctioned at the Saturday evening 
Concorso d’Eleganza Awards banquet.  Much to her delight, 
the quilt was ultimately sold for a very high bid that surprised 
both Jane and the quilt’s seamstress.  Jane said “I was 

taken aback at the attention it received and the warmth and 
caring I received.  George and I truly enjoyed each and every 
FreakOut!”
 This beautiful story is yet another example depicting 
just how much more FIAT Club America is than just a car 
enthusiast club; it is truly a warm and loving “family” that cares 
for and treasures fellow members as much or more than the 
cars themselves.  Grazie Jane, e Dio ti benedica!
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Here’s a short list of all the places we visited on our 
adventure:

National Parks
• Guadalupe Mountains
• Carlsbad Caverns
• Great Smokey Mountains
• Badlands
• Rocky Mountain
• Mesa Verde
• Great Sand Dunes
• Petrified Forest

Civil War Battlefields
• Vicksburg
• Shiloh
• Tupelo
• Corinth
• Chickamauga
• Appomattox Court House
• Harpers Ferry
• Antietam
• Gettysburg

American Byways
• Natchez Trace
• Virginia Rt 16 “Back of the Dragon”
• Blue Ridge Parkway
• Skyline Drive
• Pikes Peak Highway

 Today was spent at the Vicksburg National Military 
Park. Fascinating and sobering. The Siege lasted 47 days 
and entailed 38,000 casualties. Pemberton surrendered 
to Grant on July 4, 1863. The town of Vicksburg didn’t 
celebrate 4th of July for over 75 years.
 Now imagine if you can the existence of an ancient path 
covered with a true two lane 444-mile contiguous silky-
smooth road with shoulders of grass and no stop lights, 
stop signs, or guard rails, and for most of the way covered 
by a canopy formed by sixty-foot old growth forest trees.

ROAD TRIP 2018
7700 miles through 18 states over 42 
days all in our 2018 FIAT 124 Lusso!
by Karl Kramer 
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 That road does exist and is known as the Natchez Trace. 
The trail was created and used by Paleo-Indian hunters, 
used for centuries by early European and American 
explorers, traders, and migrants and commandeered by 
armies of the Civil War.
 We traveled 250 miles of the Trace today on our way 
from Vicksburg to Shiloh. Thank you to the National Park 
Service for preserving and maintaining what has got to be 
one of the best rides in the country!
 Battle of Shiloh (named after a small log cabin church), 
took place on April 6-7, 1862. Grant defeated P.G.T. 
Beauregard with 24,000 casualties. Up to this point, it 
was the bloodiest battle in American history, soon to be 
surpassed by Antietam, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg.

 Savannah, TN to Chickamauga today via The Trail of 
Tears (Rt 64). The Chickamauga battle, won by the Rebs, 
then the Chattanooga campaign, won by the U.S., was 
a psychological turning point of the war. Confederate 
enthusiasm was dashed after the Chickamauga victory 
and Union forces now had a firm base of operations for 
Sherman to go on his March to the Sea.

 Lookout Mountain today; the battle above the clouds. 
We're spending the next couple days with John and Kerri 
Cooper in Sparta, TN
 In preparation for tomorrow's performance at the Grand 
Ole Opry, I've been listening to some of my favorite country 
songs including:
1. Drop Kick Me Jesus, Through the Goalposts of Life

2. I'd Rather Have a Bottle In Front of me than a Frontal Lobotomy
3. My Wife Ran Away with My Best Friend, and I Miss Him
4. She Got the Ring and I Got the Finger

 Today, Appomattox Court House: Two warriors meet in 
Wilmer McClean's parlor, one dressed in a blue coat the 
other in grey. They sit down and agree to begin healing the 
result of America's original sin of 1789.
 BTW, if Grant and Lee could meet and honorably figure 
out a way to end the Civil War, not to mention the fact that 
their armies had battled literally the day before, then surely 
politicians today can call on their better angels to move 
America forward together.
 Then Monticello: JFK said it best when addressing a 
gathering of Western Hemisphere Nobel Prize winners at 
a White House dinner in 1962, "I think this is the most 
extraordinary collection of talent, of human knowledge, that 
has ever been gathered together at the White House, with 
the possible exception of when Thomas Jefferson dined 
alone."

 Today we drove Skyline Drive and visited Harpers 
Ferry and Antietam. Skyline Drive is 103 miles of weaving 
pavement through Shenandoah National Park. It has many 
turn outs and the views are stunning.
 Harpers Ferry - John Brown tried to capture the U.S. 
Arsenal in order to arm slaves in October of 1859. He 
was caught then hung in December of 1859. Most people 

continued on next page *
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thought he was crazy for using violence to espouse his 
anti-slavery convictions, but a short two years later, violence 
became the official policy of the U.S. government through the 
Civil War to indeed abolish slavery.
 Antietam - September 17, 1862, the bloodiest day in 
American history with a 23,000 casualties. Throughout the day, 
armies emerged from cornfields to confront each other. The blue 
and grey fought to a draw with Lee retreating back to Virginia and 
Meade thanking God he did. They'd meet again in Gettysburg. 
Like Shiloh, it all started at a church, this time the Dunkards.

 We ended our Civil War odyssey, fittingly, at Gettysburg. 
The battlefield is massive, eerie, and at the same time 
beautiful. The soldiers’ cemetery, the bivouac of the dead, 
was dedicated by Lincoln in November of 1863 and contains 
mostly unmarked graves as the number of Union
casualties was so overwhelming there simply wasn’t the time 
or resources to properly identify and intern these heroes. 
 The plaque from the Pennsylvania monument lists the 
name of Corporal James Hemphill Maclay, Jean’s great great 
grandfather.
 Yesterday we began our journey back to Tucson. We left 
Bay View, MI via M119, the Tunnel of Trees; crossed the 
iconic Mackinac Bridge; transversed the UP; drove back roads 
through the dairy farms of Wisconsin then spent the night in 
Wausau.
 As the license plate declares, Minnesota, Land of 10,000 

Lakes (actually there are 11,842, but hey what's 1,842 lakes 
between Facebook friends, right?). We drove through the heart 
of lake country today and finished up with the "Lit tle House" 
tour-Mankato, Sleepy Eye, Walnut Grove. Tomorrow the 
Badlands!
 I am convinced of one thing. All kids, no matter race, 
ethnicity, socio-economic background, or gender, when 
confronted with a lake/ocean and beach, are compelled to dig 
a hole and fill it with water. Maybe our politicians could begin 
with that universality.

 We dashed across South Dakota on I 90, one of the few 
posted 80 MPH speed limits I've seen, then explored Badlands 
National Park. Founded in 1939, "les mauvais terres's" dramatic 
landscapes span layered rock formations, steep canyons and 
towering buttes and spires.  Bison, bighorn sheep, prairie dogs, 
as well as the black-footed ferret (one of the most endangered 
mammals in the world) inhabit the largest undisturbed mixed 
grass prairie in the United States.
 To exit the park, we took the road less traveled, Sage Creek 
Rim Road to Scenic, SD on our way to Rapid City. It was 25 miles 
of unimproved gravel and while we saw stunning landscapes, I 
wouldn't recommend it in a car like the spider.
 We began the day taking in the views of Mt. Rushmore 
(the "Shrine of Democracy" symbolizing the birth, growth, 
preservation, and development of America) then tackling the 
roads known as the Peter Norbeck National Scenic Byway 

Road Trip 2018 continued
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that link Custer State Park, the Black Hills, and Mt. Rushmore. 
The Byway includes The Iron Mountain and Needles Highways 
completed in 1921 and 1933 respectively.
 It took two years and 150,000 pounds of dynamite to 
construct Needles Highway which twists and turns between 
towering granite cliffs and ponderosa forests. The Iron Mountain 
Highway also required dynamite for the blasting through solid 
granite of three one lane tunnels. Another feature are the 
corkscrew spirals known as the Pigtail Bridges. The three tunnels 
were engineered to perfectly frame Mt. Rushmore in the distance.

 Up the hill, down the hill, up the hill, down the hill... today 
we explored Rocky Mountain NP and raced across the high 
chaparral of Colorado. We crossed the Continental Divide 
a couple times    and enjoyed breath-taking expansiveness 
throughout the day. Tomorrow the big kahuna-Pikes Peak.
 Today we attempted to climb Pikes Peak. We arrived at the 
entrance gate at 8:55 am and, after forking over $30, were told 
we could only go to Mile 16 and would then have to park and 
board a shuttle to the top. What self-respecting spider owner 
would take a bus to the top of Pikes Peak!? 
 I asked to see a supervisor and Ranger Patty appeared. 
Ranger Patty and Nurse Ratched could have been twins. I 
pleaded my case, but to no avail. I reclaimed my $30 dollars and 
we went on our way to Durango.
 A hearty thank you to Graeme Robinson for his suggestion 
on scaling Mt. Evans, but alas it came too late. Graeme, we'll 

definitely take your advice on our next trip to Colorado.
 So today was an exercise in futility vis-a-vis Pikes Peak, but 
our drive over Routes 24, 285, & 160 were well worth the effort 
as we got great views of the Collegiate Peaks and Chimney Rock. 
Tomorrow we plan to tackle Mesa Verde NP.
 Today we spent the entire day at Mesa Verde NP, and it was 
spectacular! Established in 1906 by Teddy Roosevelt, Mesa Verde 
is also a World Heritage Site. The Park contains over 600 well 
preserved Ancestral Puebloan cliff dwellings including the largest 
known site in North America, the Cliff Palace. We hiked down 

into Cliff Palace and were overwhelmed by its size, beauty, and 
advanced engineering. These people really knew how to build 
stuff, such as kivas with natural forced air heating and cooling!
 We wrapped up our 2018 road trip dodging thunderstorms 
and visiting Four Corners and Painted Desert/Petrified Forest NP 
(original Route 66 cuts through the park, hence the abandoned 
'32 Studebaker). It's crazy to think that part of Arizona was a 
rainforest situated near the equator during the Late Triassic 
Period. Who'd a thought 200-million-year-old trees turned to 
rock could be so compelling! The colors were amazing and 
reading about nature's process of turning these former wood 
behemoths to stone was fascinating. 
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God speed our friend, there 
won’t be another like you…
  June 28, 2021 - It is with great sadness we announce the 
passing of our friend Haz Neuman. He had hoped that he 
would get to FFO in June 2021. He was a lifelong Italian car 
enthusiast, a steward of the best FIAT X1/9 you’ll ever see, and 
a show stopping Lombardi (FIAT) Grand Prix. Both cars were 
consistent award winners. He served on our Board of Directors 
as well as our VP for a time. 
 Haz was an astronomer and teacher, his intense intellect 
and curiosity drove his infectious positivity and sense of humor. 
He taught at Parkville Senior High School for over 40 years and 
taught Astronomy at Harford Community College and Essex 
Community College.
 His love of Italian cars was shared with his son Matthew 
Neuman who many of us remember attending events at a very 
young age.
 Haz won a Concorso trophy at FIAT FreakOut 2009 in Valley 
Forge PA for his 1970 Lombardi Grand Prix.
 Twenty years ago, in January, 2001 Haz Newman was a 
successful candidate for Vice President of FIAT Club America, 
then known as FIAT Lancia Unlimited (FLU).  Ricambi 
Magazine in Issue 4 – 2000 published his candidate statement 
which is reprinted below. 

Haz Newman - Vice President Candidate (in his own words)
 I was first involved with FIATs in September, 1972 when I bought 
a 1971 850 spider. Never did I realize automotive fun till I started 
buzzing around in it. Gawd I loved that car. Several years later, after 
marriage, I bought a 1971 OTAS and came face to face with rust 
in all its glory. Then, too, I learned how to rebuild an engine. But 
building a home and family put the brakes on FIAT fun. All was 
gone in 1982. But the bug had bit and the fire was lit. In January, 
1993, finances and desire resulted in the purchase of a 1986 
X1/9. I had come home again! I was delighted in the rediscovery 
of how the Italian engineer.  By March I had heard of FLU and 
joined immediately! My enthusiasm at that time must have been 
infectious. Not only was I chasing down the rare FIAT and handing 
our FLU flyers, my son, Matt, caught the bug. He’s on his second X 
and is restoring an 850 sedan. Not to let him have more FIATs than 
me, last summer I found, and bought, a 1970 Lombardi, a FIAT 
etceterini.
 Furthermore, my wife, Jessie, was likewise bit by my Italian 
cravings. By her idea, she dragged me, willingly, to Italy. Churches 
and museums abounded! But you could find me standing on the 
street corner watching the FIATs go by.
 When I was informed that I was nominated for the vice 
presidency of FLU, I was overjoyed to have the opportunity to 
have a part in the organization that has brought me great fun and 
knowing great people. I have been the secretary of the Baltimore 
Astronomical Society, subject area coordinator for the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Talented Youth program and am presently 
serving in my second term as Representative for the Teachers’ 
Association of Baltimore County, MD. I have no specific agenda. 
Times, people and situations change. But I will be guided by the 
promise to keep the Fun in FIAT. Forza FLU!
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Problem solved. Fortunately, old cars are much simpler and more easily 
repaired using available resources. 
 The Multipla made the 65-mile drive to Lancaster on Wednesday 
sans incident but with 2 stops en route for photo ops with “ordinary” 
cars (Photos #1 and #2).  Of course, as usual, we left early because I 
HATE traffic and we took all back roads.  We skipped the dyno event on 
Wednesday – I like to save all my horses and torque to make it home again 
– but had a great time socializing in the parking lot most of the day and 
evening. 
 Thursday’s drive to Kitchen Kettle Village was fun, though we made 
our own separate course and left the hotel early. Friday’s drive was again 
our own event (I avoided the autocross for the horses/torque reason noted 
above and I did NOT need to have easy access to unlimited quantities of 
food) that ended up in the town of Marietta, PA, to look at a 1967 Saab 
Sonett for sale (you really can’t ever have too many cars, can you?).  Alas, 
no sale but a very pleasant and mechanically uneventful drive. 
 Friday’s weather was perfect for the drive to Hershey, especially at 6:00 
a.m. (do I even need to say it ……). The show field was great fun and 
impressive with the large turnout of cars and the people were great. The 
Multipla was very happily ensconced next to its brethren Jolly, the weather 
remained excellent throughout the day, and many folks took me up on the 
offer of a Multipla test-fit and photo op. 
 The return drive to the hotel left us in fine spirits for the evening 
banquet. Unfortunately, we were not able to stay late enough for the award 
presentations and were very surprised to later learn that the Multipla had 
received the “Car I’d Like to Drive Home” award!! Given all the fun we 
had and the many new friends we made, it felt like we should instead be 
GIVING an award but, very much appreciated. Thanks, everyone!
 Sunday was another early rise, departure at 6:00 a.m. (see a theme 
here?) for the ride home. Altogether we would spend nearly 300 happy 
miles in the Multipla over the course of 5 days. Of course, a couple of 
minor issues did arise – don’t they always? At some point it was noted 
that the brake lights were not working. Testing identified a bad brake 
light switch (replacement already ordered). Deb was initially worried 
about possibly being rear-ended but my simple solution of driving faster 
and slowing down less frequently seems to have worked fine. Also, the 
starter seems to be wearing thus causing some difficulty when attempting 
to restart the car. Fortunately, we made it through the event and back 
home only needing to push-start it once. Thank goodness for a manual 
transmission, a light car, and a strong wife!! I’ve removed the bad starter 
and will disassemble to see if a simple rebuild is in order or a replacement 
is needed. 
 Lastly, upon our arrival at home we realized that we had forgotten all 
about picking up our award. Imagine our surprise when a heavy package 
arrived on Thursday only to reveal an extraordinarily nice trophy! Thanks 
to Candy Benson for shipping it to us! I’ve included a photo of the Multipla 
and trophy together.

Happy Motoring,
p.s.  Hmmmm ….. what’s the total driving distance to Texas?

continued}Freaking Out in a 1957 Multipla
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I’ve never even seen a photograph.  By my count, a turnout of 
eighteen X1/9s was the most-ever at FFO.  It was a STUNNING 
array, as awesome as any I’ve seen in Monterey/Pebble Beach.  
In fact, club member and FFO awards banquet speaker Don 
Meluzio brought several coach-built cars from his extensive 
collection, one of which actually WAS shown at Pebble Beach!  
Yep….it was that level of show.
 It’s certainly entertaining to see beautiful cars on a concorso 
field, but it’s also educational in that participants…especially 
new-generation owners and enthusiasts… are enriched by 
seeing FIAT’s and Lancia’s history displayed before their eyes.  
Our beloved marques have a legacy that’s second-to-none.
 Yes…tremendous cars were there, but I’ve always touted 
that the PEOPLE in our club and at any FreakOut are what 
REALLY matters and make this organization so special.  
There was a level of happiness at FFO 2021 that I had never 
witnessed before.  I observed not one single “hitch,” nor 
heard one single less-than-stellar comment throughout the 
entire run of the event.  Even the weather was near perfect.  
I joked to some that it was like a “hippie love-fest!”  When 
pleading for attendees to submit photos and articles about 
their FFO experience for this magazine, club president Doug 
VonKoenig reminded the crowd that “RICAMBI doesn’t write 
itself.”  Indeed, and FIAT FreakOut doesn’t “organize itself” 
either!  Mega-kudos go to the Central Pennsylvania chapter 
of FIAT Club America for planning, preparing, and executing 

FreakOut 2021.  Key figures were Vince and Karen Gallo, Brian 
and Candy Benson, and a vibrant group of Central PA chapter 
members who also pitched-in to assist. I ask that the Bensons 
and Gallos to share the names of all on their staff so that they’ll 
get their deserved accolades.  Love you…love your show!!
 I’m of the opinion that the very highest praise that can 
be given to anything…person, product, event, whatever…
is to be able to say “It exceeded my expectations.”  As the 
founder of FIAT FreakOut and a veteran of thirty-nine such 
gatherings, I can honestly state that FFO 2021 massively 
exceeded my expectations…and I have always had high 
expectations for every FreakOut!  If you were in attendance 
this year, you understand what I’ve said, and please remember 
what I asked of you on several occasions during the event: 
Take this wonderful experience and heightened enthusiasm 
home with you and use it to foster activities and events in your 
own backyards.  At FIAT FreakOut 2021, you experienced 
the rewards of fun and FIAT fellowship.  Please share your 
enthusiasm with others so we can continue this event and this 
club far into the future.
Grazie Mille Amici!  Love you…love your show!

* “Afterglow.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-
Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
afterglow. Accessed 7 Jul. 2021.
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U.S. Navy   
John Sawyer
Years served:  1986-1994 

It’s 10:30pm on Friday night, and in the dark 
parking lot behind the DoubleTree Resort in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania there are still two 
people washing their cars to be ready for the 

Concorde D’Eleganza the next morning. One of them is Brian Benson, 
board member of FIAT Club of America and X1/9 owner, and the other 
is me, Jon Sawyer, washing my 2020 Abarth Spider at my first ever 
FIAT FreakOut.
        Of course Brian walks over to say hello and talk about our cars, 
and notices I have US Navy Veteran license plates on my car. This 
leads to a conversation about our shared history of time in the Navy 
and love of FIATs. I was in the Navy from 1986 to 1994, and served as 
an Electronic Technician and Reactor Operator aboard the USS City of 
Corpus Christi fast attack submarine from 1991-94. When I first joined 
the Navy I was stationed in Orlando, Florida for training, and would 
drive my 1978 FIAT 124 Spider home to Atlanta at every opportunity. 
And of course I dropped the top and drove it over to Daytona Beach 
every weekend I wasn’t on duty! 

        During my time on the City of Corpus Christi, we were deployed 
to the Mediterranean Sea and to the North Atlantic Ocean. The longest 
time I remember being submerged in one stretch was about eight 
straight weeks during one of those deployments. I was able to see so 
much of Europe during that time, including trips to Italy, France, Israel, 
England, and Norway. There was a camaraderie among the 120 of us 
living and working together on the submarine, and I have memories 
from those days I will never forget.
        I felt much of the same camaraderie at my first FIAT FreakOut in 
June. Everyone Chi and I met was friendly and open, as interested in 
my car as I was in theirs, and ready to either swap car stories about 
our experiences or dive elbow deep into fixing a problem on someone’s 
FIAT or Lances. I wasn’t sure what to expect at my first FFO, and 
have to say I was blown away by how welcome we felt and how happy 
everyone was to welcome us to the club. We can’t wait to get out 
to more events, whether local to the Northeast or national at FFO. 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who made our first FFO spectacular!

Ciao fellow Veterans and welcome to the Veterans Corner.  Each Ricambi we will have a new column on Veterans news and an answer and question section.  We would also like 
to do profiles of our veteran members that want to participate.  Do a career write up from boot camp to discharge and a picture of you in uniform and we will get your service 
recognized.  Please send all questions and submissions to brianben40@gmail.com
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first specialist publication to celebrate the excellence of
Italian automotive design, engineering and heritage.
Complemented by top quality photography, Auto Italia’s
informative features are produced by a dedicated group of
writers and photographers, who own, restore or race Italian
cars.

Yearly subscription rate is £77.00 (approx $103 depending
on exchange rate) for 12 issues, however we are offering
this special 14 for 12 offer to our American enthusiasts.
(approx $7.35 per issue shipped from the UK)

www.auto-italia.co.uk

Payment by Paypal, credit card or bank transfer.
email: claire@gingerbeerpromotions.com with promo
code AI 14 USA for details. 
Please note this offer is not available via the website.

GET 14 MAGAZINES FOR THE PRICE OF 12
BY USING PROMO CODE: AI 14 USA
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Join the fun!
Find the FIAT Club America 
Chapter nearest to you and 
join the fun today.

Alabama (chapter) 
Jonathan Woodall - Alabama@FIATclubamerica.com

Arizona (chapter)
Eric Lynn– 602-524-0053 - arizona-desert@FIATclubamerica.com

Atlanta (chapter)
Brad Artigue - Atlanta@FIATclubamerica.com

Austin TX (chapter)
Dan Book–512-391-9090 - Austin@FIATclubamerica.com

www.facebook.com/groups/FIAT500Austin

Blue Ridge VA (chapter)
OPEN - BlueridgeVA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Carolina (chapter)
Denise Burchette– (eastern) - 336-918-2200  

carolina@FIATclubamerica.com

Central PA (chapter)
Brian Benson– 540-220-1146 - CentralPA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Central Florida Gulf Coast (chapter)
Michelle Taylor - 813-377-7627

 CentralFLGulfCoast@FIATclubamerica.com    

Chicagoland (chapter) 
Tim North (President) -  630-802-2297

Chicagoland@FIATclubamerica.com

Delaware Valley PA (chapter)
AJ Norat – 484-321-1007 

 delawarevalleyPA@FIATclubamerica.com

Detroit (chapter)
Simone Bonino (President)– 248-219-0027 

Detroit@FIATclubamerica.com

Dallas Ft Worth (chapter)
Michael Brenner - 254-258-4418 

 dallasftworth@FIATclubamerica.com

East Tennessee (chapter)
Brett Melancon– 865-604-3271 - easttennessee@FIATclubamerica.com 

Florida (chapter)
OPEN - florida@FIATclubamerica.com

Gulf Coast TX (Houston) (chapter)
Mike Rutenberg - gulfcoastTX@FIATclubamerica.com

Indiana (chapter)
Kevin Lingbeck - 317-979-1834 - indiana@FIATclubamerica.com

Iowa (regional contact)
Mike Louviere– 319-270-1454 - iowa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Kansas City (chapter)
Chet Nachtmann - Kansascity@FIATclubamerica.com 

Long Island (chapter)
Sam Germana - longisland@FIATclubamerica.com 

Mid-Atlantic (chapter)
 OPEN  -  midatlantic@FIATclubamerica.com  

Mid-South - West TN (chapter)
 OPEN - midsouth-westtn@FIATclubamerica.com

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (chapter)
OPEN - wisconsin@FIATclubamerica.com

Minnesota (chapter)
Jeff Johnson  (President) – 763-300-1231  

 minnesota@FIATclubamerica.com 

Montreal (chapter)   
Robert Rosa (President) - montreal@FIATclubamerica.com

Roamin’ Chariots  MO-AR-OK-KS (chapter)
Allen Lofland– 316-371-7666 

roamingchariots@FIATclubamerica.com

New Jersey (chapter)   
Matt Ross (president) - newjersey@FIATclubamerica.com

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND (chapter) 
Jim Custeau - northernnewengland@FIATclubamerica.com

Northeast Coast  
(CT, MA, RI, & Metro NY) (chapter)

Tim Beeble– 203-241-0761 - northeastcoast@FIATclubamerica.com

Ohio Valley (chapter)
Leslie Logan– 419-310-1556 - ohiovalley@FIATclubamerica.com 

 Ottawa Canada (chapter)
Jeff Schneider– ottawa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Pittsburgh (chapter)
Jody Farr– 724-297-3221 - pittsburgh@FIATclubamerica.com

Portland, Oregon (regional contact)
Rik Burkhart– 503-432-5186 

portlandoregon@FIATclubamerica.com 

Reno, Nevada (regional contact)
Tom Mackowiak– 775-813-3303 - renonv@FIATclubamerica.com 

Rocky Mountain CO (chapter) 
Graeme Robinson– 949-394-7919 

rockymountainco@FIATclubamerica.com

SoCal (chapter) 
OPEN - socal@FIATclubamerica.com 

Southeast Virginia (chapter) 
Hilary Falkenberg – SEVirginia@FIATclubamerica.com

San Francisco Bay Area (regional contact)
OPEN - sanfranbayarea@FIATclubamerica.com

South Florida (chapter) 
Bob Zecca – 973-873-3702 

SouthFlorida@FIATclubamerica.com   

St. Louis, MO (regional contact) 
Eugene Krafft – stlouis@FIATclubamerica.com

Toronto (chapter)
Jerry Cucchiara– 416-496-0071 - toronto@FIATclubamerica.com

West Michigan (chapter)
Karl Mead (President) – 616-292-1512 
westmichigan@FIATclubamerica.com 

West Virginia (regional contact)
David Gladkosky–westvirginia@FIATclubamerica.com 

Western New York (chapter)
Owen Stacey– 716-496-8990 

westernnewyork@FIATclubamerica.com

Visit our new interactive chapter map at www.FIATclubAmerica.com/chapters to find one close to home.
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