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FIAT Club America

Visit our website at FIATClubAmerica.com 
for the latest in what’s happening in YOUR club. 



  by Doug Von Koenig, FIAT Club America President  

Greeting Members! Hope everyone is doing well and staying safe.
A Win/Win Helping Out The Lancia Club Continues…
 As you know we’re always looking to include more content 
about Lancias every chance we get.  The Lancia Club finds itself 
temporarily without a magazine editor so we are helping both of 
our Clubs out by publishing ten pages of their content in the next 
few issues of Ricambi, this is the third issue we are doing this in.  
How cool is that?!  Enjoy…

FIAT Club America Heritage
 This is huge news and you read it here first!  I’m not going to 
spoil the surprise, please read Andy Truscott’s article in this issue 
to find out more.  (pop champagne corks now…) 

 

FreakOut 2021 Registration Closes On May 23rd!  
Are you registered yet?
 Not only will this be a totally awesome FreakOut but, as we did 
in 2020, we will be following all the current at event time COVID 
guidelines should there still be any.   The Lancaster DoubleTree, 
our host hotel, will provide updates before and during our event.  
We successfully held a compliant and safe FreakOut in 2020, we 
will do this again for 2021.  Hopefully the Canadian border will be 
open by June (if not way before) so our Canadian team members 
can join us in person this year.  
 As a rule there are no refunds for registrations made.  This is 
necessary as the Club makes financial commitments to the hotel 
and others based on actual registrations, you pay us, we pay 
them.  That said should the government prevent us from actually 
holding our event in June we will refund 100% of all registrations.  
There is a force majeure clause in our hotel contract which covers 
pandemics.  
 We expect that our hotel will sell out well ahead of our event 
date so please book sooner rather than later... The DoubleTree has 
185 sleeping rooms total and as of today they are 80% booked, 
including our reserved members block of rooms.  The Lancaster 
area overall is a major vacation destination and end of June is 
prime time vacation time.  

 Our goal is to insure those who register for FreakOut have 
access to sleeping rooms reserved for us.  To help manage this 
we are asking members to register for the event at the same time 
as you book your hotel room.  The longer you wait to book your 
reservations the higher the chances the hotel will be sold out…

Helle Nice Award
 Each year the Club gives out the Helle Nice award whose 
purpose is to acknowledge the woman who advances the role of 
women in racing, the automotive industry, or club activities.   
Starting this year we are soliciting nominations for this award 
from our membership.  If you’d like to nominate someone please 
email a short paragraph of who you are nominating and why to 
president@FIATclubamerica.com before May 23rd. Past year 
winners have included Anneliese Abarth, Susan Bayless and 
Bonnie Morrison, to name a few…

From the Prez...

continued on page 34 *
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Ciao Amici! Per la prima volta nel 2021, accendiamo i nostri motori!
 As I compose my first RICAMBI article for this year, I find myself 
both happy and disheartened as I ponder the situations facing me 
and my fellow FIAT Freaks.  My happiness stems from realizing that 
this club, against all odds, has survived and prospered for nearly 
four decades, even enduring a quarter-century of FIAT’s absence 
from the North American market.  However, the joy we enthusiasts 
felt ten years ago when we first learned of FIAT’s return has been 
diminished by what has transpired in the past few years. For the 
moment, I’ll share some positive news about what is happening in 
the FIAT world.
 The newly-designed FIAT 500e electric vehicle has hit the road 
in Europe.  It might be difficult to see, but the new FIAT 500 chassis 
is nearly two-and-a-half inches longer, almost two-and-a-half inches 
wider, and just shy of an inch longer.  Those larger dimension might 
not seem significant to you, but from an engineering standpoint, 
the platform has undergone a major redesign. What might appear 
similar on the exterior is overshadowed by a markedly different 
interior than to what we’ve seen in North American FIAT 500s.  
Driving range is estimated at around one-hundred-fifty miles 
when calculated using USA EPA methods.  As of this writing, no 
official word has been given about future US and Canadian sales 
of the FIAT 500.  Considering US government requirements that 
manufacturers offer some type of “zero emissions” vehicles for 
sale, it wouldn’t surprise me if the electric FIAT 500 appears in the 
USA and Canada in some form, if for no other reason than to meet 
government EV mandates.
 As a group of enthusiasts, we know where we’ve been and we 
know where we stand at the present moment: FIAT was here, they 
departed, returned, and appear to be slowly fading away once again.  
Such is life.  There’s nothing more constant in life than “change.”  
The question facing we FIAT Freaks is this: “Considering all the 
changes, in what direction do we want to go from here?”
 The American and Canadian FIAT vehicle lineup grew from 
the single FIAT 500 model offering to a total of four FIAT-badged 
vehicles, but now, the FIAT 500X remains as the only currently-
available new FIAT vehicle to be had.  There’s no FIAT 500L, no 
124 Spider (which I understand was a profitable vehicle, thanks to 
its development alongside the Mazda MX5), no FIAT 500.  Were 
it not for the fact that the 500X shares the same platform and 
Italian factory with the Jeep Renegade, I’d wager even the 500X 
would also have disappeared in 2021. In my opinion, the 500X is a 
MUCH nicer vehicle in many ways, and most of you would probably 
agree.  I recall the “VHS verses Betamax” format wars when home 
videotape recording came to market.  Betamax was the superior 
format, but VHS “won” the war simply because it was the bigger 
seller.  So it may eventually be concerning the 500X versus the 
Renegade.
In light of the current situation, I ask you to ponder in what direction 
this club should go and how we should continue. I’ve committed 
much of my life to the creation and maintenance of FIAT Club 
America, and deeply wish to see it continue until I go to my grave 

(and for the sake of future generations, I hope the club continues 
well past my demise so the joy I’ve known will carry on).  Among my 
many thoughts, I share these:

-This club has fostered countless friendships and warm personal 
relationships that have gone well beyond mere enthusiasm for cars.

-No matter what FIAT as a company is doing now, the fact remains 
that club members are wonderful stewards of vintage FIAT and 
Lancia vehicles, and this club stands firmly in supporting those 
efforts of preservation and restoration.  We are PROUD of our 
legacy in the automotive world!

-For all those new-generation FIAT owners who “get it,” FIAT Club 
America will continue in support of their enthusiasm, especially in 
the future when our “new” FIATs become “vintage” FIATs.

-While most people view motor vehicles as merely appliances, we 
Italian car enthusiast see much more.  We appreciate appealing 
design, innovative engineering, and most importantly, we resonate 
with other PEOPLE who share the same perspectives.  THAT’S 
what makes us, and this club, so special.

 I’ve often cited the great things done by FIAT Club America, 
but I’m also well-aware of what we’re not doing and what we’re 
capable of doing if members would just step up and help.  For 
example; this magazine is fabulous in appearance, but why does it 
not contain regular feature articles on performance modifications, 
regional activities, model-specific articles (Spider, X1/9, etc.), 
product reviews, stories about members competing in motorsports 
with FIATs, and the like?  Why is the club’s website less-than-timely 
(including the lack of a classified advertising section)?  The answers 
lie in YOU!  I’ve begged…and will continue to beg…for our members 
to contribute in more than just a monetary dues payment every 
year.  Maintaining a club that represents REAL VALUE to members 
is a constant topic of discussion among the club officers and board 
of directors, but those folks can’t do it by themselves.  In fact, the 
club’s officers and board members are stretched to the limit as it is.
 Okay…enough ranting!  Thanks for taking the time to read and 
ponder my drivel!  Just a few months from now, we’ll gather in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA, for the 38th annual rendition of FIAT 
FreakOut.  I look forward to being in your company and exclaiming 
for the umpteenth time…LOVE YOU…LOVE YOUR SHOW!  Grazie 
Mille Amici.

Bobb Rayner   
Delaware Valley

FIAT  
FREAK
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H
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 FIAT owners can be a funny bunch.  We buy cars that 
appeal directly to us.  Immune to the barbs from our friends 
and family who drag up the “Fix It Again Tony” attempt at 
humor, we like to tweak, tune, polish, and present cars that 
have their own distinct personalities.  When FIAT returned 
to North America, we were all transfixed as a new breed of 
modern motor car headed to our shores.  The many flavors of 
500 and the reimagined 124 were great takes on the FIAT of 
yesteryear, and we all loved them.
 FIAT Club America is a broad 
family of owners and an equally 
diverse range of vehicles.  We have 
pristine “trailer queens” from every 
decade FIAT has sold vehicles in 
North America.  We have rotted 
out cars that will barely pass a 
state inspection (if at all!) – also 
from every decade FIAT has sold 
vehicles in North America.  The 
needs of our vehicular family are 
varied.  One thing is for sure, 
modern cars don’t have the same 
needs as their aged relatives.
 To recognize these needs, and to provide the best possible 
membership experience for our members, the FCA Board of 
Directors recently voted to create an additional aspect to our 
club, the Heritage Committee.  FIAT Club America Heritage is a 
group-within-a-group for members who own vehicles that can 
be considered “Heritage”.  This definition is one that caused 
some considerable deliberation as different marques could 
consider different vehicles as “more vintage” than others.  We 
settled on a slightly technical definition of “Vehicles without 
an OBD2 port”.  The OBD2 port is the connector that FIAT 
technicians use to plug in their diagnostic equipment when 
you take a modern FIAT to be serviced – if you don’t have one, 
you’re automatically part of Heritage.
 All cars that qualify for Heritage will be invited to join this 
group over the next few months.  There is no charge above 

your existing FIAT Club America dues.  Being a Heritage 
member will mean you have access to a few distinct benefits 
targeted to you and your vehicle(s):
 
• Discounts on goods and services from participating 

suppliers, and 
• Heritage specific Concorso d’Eleganza hosted at the annual 

FIAT Freakout; and with a nominal charge

• A custom designed Grill Badge (pictured), and 

• Mileage Achievement Awards
 
 When you sign up to show your vehicle at our annual get 
together (which is great fun, and if you have not signed up for 
FFO21 you absolutely should, registration closes May 23rd!), 
with a Heritage qualifying vehicle – you will automatically be 
entered into the Heritage competition.  There are three prizes 
offered to Heritage competitors.  These three prizes will be 
awarded by the Heritage Concorso Judges, based upon their 
consideration of a published point system.  The point system 
will be circulated to all entrants before the event!  This means 
that each vehicle will be judged independently, and the top 
three scores will win.  In the event of a tie, the three judges will 
decide upon their recommendation to split the tie.
 The Heritage committee consists of these volunteers:
 
 • Bradley Artigue

 • Chris Granju

 • Thad Kirk (board member)

 • Arman LaBrada (board member)

 • John Montgomery (board member)

 • Andy Truscott – chair (board member)
 
 Look for communications coming out in the following 
months about the Heritage group.  We are excited to bring this 
additional element to our family, and the chance to provide 
focused opportunities for our Heritage members as well as our 
modern owners.

by Andy Truscott
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 Our Club was formed 38 years ago in Pennsylvania as 
FIAT was curtailing its export of vehicles to the U.S.  The first 
FreakOut was held at Pennsylvania’s Pocono Raceway in 1983. 
As Bobb Rayner tells the story, it was a simple meet-up without 
banquet meals, a concorso or organized drives, etc. After the 
race, they opened the Yellow Pages to find a restaurant. For the 
next five years, FreakOut was held at Pocono Racetrack. 
In 1989 FreakOut relocated to West Virginia’s Summit Point 
Racetrack for the next 7 years and was based in a hotel in 
Hagerstown, MD or Winchester, VA. 
 In 1995, the Club began forming regional Chapters of its 
membership. Mark Cantamessa and Roger Hoffman of the 
newly formed Tri-State Chapter, now known as the Northeast 
Coast Chapter, proposed hosting FreakOut in 1996 in 
Poughkeepsie, NY near the site of a former FIAT Factory. This 
began a tradition of FreakOut being hosted by a Club Chapter. It 
also began a new tradition of moving FreakOut to a new location 
every two years. This pattern of a Chapter hosting FreakOut 
for two years in a row continued for 14 years, with a couple 
exceptions. 
 The Club noticed that FreakOut attendance for the second 
year at the same location always dropped a bit.  Beginning 
2010, the Club selected Chapter proposals to hold FreakOut in 
a different location every year. 

 Through the years, FreakOut has grown from a one-day 
event to 2 days, to a long weekend, and now to 5 days of 
activities such as drives, tours, autocross, track time, gimmick 
rallies, and tech sessions, culminating with the concorso and 
Awards Banquet. For the first time, this year in Lancaster 
FreakOut will offer a Low Car Limbo contest and a Dyno 
session.

Below is a list of the locations of FreakOut since 1983.
FreakOut Locations by Year
1983-88   Pocono Raceway
1989-95   Summit Point
1996-97   Poughkeepsie NY
1998-99   Fontana NC
2000        Canaan Valley WV
2001-02   Niagara & Dunkirk NY
2003-04   Asheville NC
2005        Lake of the Ozarks MO
2006-07   Detroit MI
2008-09   Pocono Manor & Valley Forge PA
2010        Asheville NC
2011        Nashville TN
2012        Wintergreen VA
2013        Long Island NY
2014        Chicago IL
2015        Pittsburgh PA
2016        Detroit MI
2017        Milwaukee WI
2018        Orlando FL
2019        Greensboro NC
2020        Knoxville TN
2021        Lancaster PA

THE HISTORY
OF FREAKOUT

FFO 2010

by Tim Beeble



FFO 1998

FFO 2008

 If you find yourself lamenting that FreakOut isn’t held 
near you, do something about it. Step up and volunteer to 
plan it. Urge your Chapter to propose hosting a FreakOut. If 
you don’t have a Chapter in your area, volunteer to organize 
one.  See you in Lancaster.
Check out our FIAT FreakOut Historical page on Facebook



SNEAK PEEK
AT THE FREAKOUT ’21 LANCASTER DOUBLETREE HOTEL
by Tim Beeble

  While planning a FIAT FreakOut is undertaken by a host 
Chapter over an 18-month period, usually just a handful of 
organizers are directly involved in the advanced coordination 
with the hotel. This year, the Central PA Chapter leaders are 
Brian & Candy Benson and Vince & Karen Gallo. The leaders 
offered a March 6th sneak peek tour of the host hotel as part of 
a FreakOut Coordination Meeting. 
 In addition to the Gallos and Bensons, Club member 
volunteers from the Central PA Chapter in attendance included 
Todd Goldman, Mike Eastep, Matt & Michelle Williams and 
Denise Thomas. Also joining on the tour was Michele Kane who 
lives in the Delaware Valley Chapter area. Attending from the 
New Jersey Chapter were Matt Ross and Sherman Barton. I 
made the 4-hour drive to Lancaster from western Connecticut 
and the Northeast Coast Chapter region. 
 I departed on my trip to Lancaster from Connecticut at 6:30 
AM and in 20 degree weather. The trip was smooth even though 
I passed through a snow squall as I entered PA near Trenton 
NJ. I think that it was in Gap PA where I encountered my first 
Amish horse & carriage. Over the remaining 30-minute drive to 
Lancaster, I passed 5 more horse carriages plus a farmer with a 
team of 4 horses pulling a flatbed of manure. While at FreakOut, 
please be courteous, slow and quiet as you pass the carriages. 
You don’t want to freak out the horses. 
 The roads, farms and towns are quite beautiful. You will enjoy 
the FreakOut drives. Don’t miss the historic town of Strasburg!
 We all arrived at the hotel at 11:30 AM. While the sun was 
shining, the temperature was still in the 20’s and the wind was 
howling. It was good to walk into the warm and beautiful lobby.

 The Lancaster Doubletree Hotel has 185 rooms, and the 
Club expects the hotel to sell out. Please register from FreakOut 
right away and reserve your hotel room. Once the rooms fill, 
members who want to attend FreakOut will have to find their 
accommodations elsewhere in Lancaster. The host Chapter will 
identify an overflow hotel for those who are late to commit.
 The Banquet meals will be held in the enormous indoor 
courtyard. Many of our members will have rooms that look onto 
the courtyard. There is also balcony overlooks onto the courtyard 
from the lobby.
 The lower level area off the Courtyard will be the 
headquarters for FreakOut with a Registration Room where you 
will check-in upon your arrival. You will get your Registration bag 
including a FreakOut Program, name badges, meal wristbands, 
concorso dash card, your purchased raffle tickets and voucher 
for advanced purchase T-shirts, local information and other 
giveaways.
 The Club Store will be located in an adjacent room and will be 
open at scheduled hours. Hint: buy early before the store sells 
out of the items you want so badly.     
 Outside of the Registration area is a common living room with 
comfy seating and a big screen TV. We will work with the hotel to 
show videos of past FreakOuts here.
 There is a passageway from the registration area to the 
carwash station in the back of the hotel. This rear entrance will 
also be the area where we will cue up for organized drives. 
 On the lower level is a large indoor pool and arcade. Among 
the arcade games are Dirty Driver and Pac Man. Get ready for 
some friendly competition, and pack quarters!  

9 FIATclubAmerica.com
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 Off the Lobby is “Pub 24 Hundred” which for the weekend 
we will rename Pub 124. Expect to spend some time in the pub 
at the end of the day.
 The hotel is surrounded by large parking lots, most of which 
will be designated for our exclusive use. Every night, there will 
be a parking lot jam where members will gather around their 
cars and talk. Remember to pack folding chairs and a cooler.
The hotel rooms typically have two queen-sized beds, and 
all rooms have a refrigerator so you can keep your beverages 
chilled. 
 The hotel’s location is ideal with nearby auto parts stores, 
convenience shops, restaurants, grocery stores and liquor 
stores.

 At the end of the hotel tour, We came together in the lobby 
gathering area to discuss details of FreakOut. The Benson’s 
and Gallo’s distributed a schedule for the volunteers to meet 5 
times in March, April and May to practice the planned touring 
drives as well as the drives to the Concorso at the Hershey 
Auto Museum and autocross location. There will also be three 
meetings of the volunteers in May and June to finalize their 
duties as hosts and make FreakOut an unforgettable experience 
for everyone. 
 The Central PA Chapter is working hard to make FreakOut 
2021 the best ever with drives, an autocross, dyno day, our 
Concorso at the Hershey Auto Museum, and banquet meals in 
the beautiful Doubletree Courtyard. Remember to thank them.

*
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the DIY revolution  
in car care!

HydroSilex Recharge is the DIY  
ceramic coating that will keep your  

car, bike, board, boat or virtually any  
smooth surface clean and looking new!

It creates a smooth and shiny top ceramic 
layer protecting the surface against the 
sun, rain, dirt and other harsh elements.

Use discount code
FIATSHINEON30  
and get 30% off. 

www.hydrosilex.com
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 The Central PA chapter of the FIAT Club America 
unofficially started on a snowy day in January 2015 where the 
chapter founders: Brian Benson, Candy Benson, Vincent Gallo 
& Karen Gallo met for the first time at a diner.   Although they 
lived an hour away from each other and attended Freakouts, 
they never met.  After learning of this, Bobb Rayner introduced 
them.  This started a long lasting FIAT Friendship that has led 
to even more friends and even vacations together.  
 The chapter currently has 25 number of active members 
that live in the Central PA area.  Member’s cars range from 
rare vintage to brand new.   They are open to anyone that 
shares the Italian car bug.
 The chapter typically hosts a number of yearly drives: a 
Wine Drive, an Apple drive, and the Ham and Oyster drive.   
They also host a few gatherings like the winter meetup/
brunch, Tech Day at Gallo Garage, & end of summer picnic at 
the Benson’s.   However, until the 2021 FIAT Freakout, they are 
most known for their signature yearly tent at the Carlisle Import 
and Kit Nationals.   Each year Karen makes her famous Gallo 
family recipe sauce with meatballs for subs.   Last year we had 
over 40 cars in our section plus lots of visitors to promote the 
brand and club.   Every year at Carlisle there are many events 
like an exhaust competition, burn out competition, and large 

vendor area.  Most looked forward to is the low car limbo that 
will make its first appearance at the 2021 FIAT Freakout during 
Friday night’s first Italian Carnivale.  Be careful, Brian Benson 
& Vince Gallo often place in this event!   When competing in the 
low car limbo, nothing is off limits.  10 people in a FIAT & no air 
in tires = No Problem!
 The chapter looks forward to welcoming you to beautiful 
Central PA and we are working hard to make this the best FIAT 
Freakout ever!

11 FIATclubAmerica.com
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 FIAT Club America and the Central Pennsylvania 
chapter is proud to host the 38th annual Freakout June 
23-27 2021!  We know so many of you are excited to get 
out and about in the world, especially with your cars, and 
this will be a FUN and SAFE event for all!
 Our host hotel is situated in Lancaster PA, just south 
of Lancaster city at the beautiful Doubletree Resort by 
Hilton.  This area of Lancaster is sometimes referred to 
as Willow Valley.  Come and fill the parking lot with your 
favorite FIAT, Lancia, Abarth or other Italian marques.  
Free and exclusive parking for your car and your trailers 
as needed.  Spacious rooms with 2 breakfasts per room, 
per night included in your rate of $169. The property 
boasts a restaurant and bar, as well as an indoor pool 
and water playground.  A stocked car wash station will 
be available at the hotel.  There is a grocery store, and 
auto parts store across the street (which you won’t need) 
as well as a Starbucks, CVS, Dominos and additional 
restaurants across the hotel parking lot in walking 
distance.  Several gas stations with convenience stores 
with beer and wine are nearby along with a shopping 

center that includes a PA Fine Wine and Good Spirits 
store.  Within about 2 miles is Cherry Hill Orchard outlet 
with fresh seasonal produce including their own apples, 
and cherries in season, along with their own apple or 
cherry cider.  Cool off at Pine View Dairy with farm fresh 
ice cream and say “hi” to the baby cows, less than 10 
minutes away. Watch out they might lick your ice cream! 
Outlet shopping less than 15 minutes away.
 Lancaster city is just north of the hotel and was 
founded in the mid 1700’s with a vibrant arts district and 
many local eateries including diverse cuisines.  Many 
historic sights such as the 1719 Hans Herr house, 
President James Buchanan Wheatland, revolutionary 
war General Hand’s home (Rock Ford) are all nearby for 
the history buffs.  A welcome bag awaits you put together 
by the Lancaster county tourism board and your local 
volunteers to give you ideas during your stay!

WHAT TO EXPECT AT FIAT 
FREAKOUT 2021 LANCASTER PA
by Karen Gallo
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Wednesday June 23rd
 Does your car pull 5 or 500 horsepower? Only about 
a mile from our hotel, we will gather to find out! Make 
sure to get to Freakout in time for the first ever Dyno 
Day!   Two sessions to choose from, 3 pulls!  Just $50!  
This will be fun for all.  With each round participants and 
spectators are encouraged to guess the HP and torque 
of each car on the dyno machine.

Thursday June 24th 
 Our signature Cornfields and Covered Bridges tour  
is not to be missed!  Several groups will leave the hotel  
in stages for a cruise through Lancaster county’s 
beautiful roads and across iconic covered bridges.  
Photo opportunities at some of the bridges will happen!  
Watch out for buggies and “road apples!” We’ll be sure 
to have a rest/stop for gas if needed and continue on to 
end up Kitchen Kettle Village.  Something for everyone 
including wine tasting, jewelry and clothing shops, jams/
jellies and smoked meats and cheeses.  Speaking of 
food, there are several indoor dining establishments 
and quick bites including Lapp Valley Farms ice cream.  
Lunch is on your own here at Kitchen Kettle or in the 
nearby areas of Intercourse, Bird-In-Hand or Strasburg.  
For those that want to forgo shopping and want more 

car content, stop over at Barry’s Car Barn just across 
the street from Kitchen Kettle.  It’s a brand new car 
museum.  For you railroad enthusiasts, take a scenic 
ride on America’s oldest Railroad,  Strasburg Railroad 
(1832) for about $20 depending on options for a 45 
minute ride through the countryside.   Across the street 
is the Railroad Museum of PA (about $10 admission).  
The museum has over 100 locomotives and cars and 
does much of the restorations.  Advanced reservations 
may be required, check ahead for details.
 After exploring be sure to make it back in time for 
Thursday night’s welcome dinner at our host hotel.  Meet 
old and new friends at dinner and afterwards, of course, 
in the parking lot!  Get some rest for a big Friday!!

Friday June 25th
 Two choices for today!  Autocross is back!  Abarth 
500s, FIAT 500s with lowered suspensions, new FIAT/
Abarth 124 spiders as well as all vintage models can 
participate in this SCCA run event!  Lunch available for 
purchase at the event.  When you choose this option 
you will receive a link directly from SCCA to register and 
pay as the event gets closer.   Other details for that day 
will also be provided at that time. Please ask if you have 
eligibility questions.  continued on next page *
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 A day cruise and filling your belly and trunk more 
your style?  Cruise with us “the long way” to the famous 
Shady Maple Buffet and Smorgasbord!  It is the Largest 
Buffet in the USA!  Sample some PA Dutch favorites with 
something for everyone!  Make sure to spend some time 
in their 40000 square foot gift shop as well.  The popular 
Green Dragon Farmer’s Market and Auction (Friday’s only) 
is about 20 minutes away from Shady Maple if you need 
some more shopping and exploring.  The Green Dragon 
is a weekly farmer’s market and auction that has been 
operating since 1932.  Think local produce, meats and 
baked goods meets flea market for indoor and outdoor 
shopping on a 60 acre site!   
 Friday night get ready for the Inaugural “Italian 
Carnivale” to be held in our exclusive parking lot.  This is 
parking lot time taken to the next level!  Whoopie awards 
will be given out with Lancaster county’s yummy whoopie 
pies. Awards such as best/worst wheels, FrankenFIAT, Mr/
Ms Fancypants, and best/loudest exhaust will be awarded 
to name a few!
 How low can you go?  Low car limbo will also debut 
on Friday night.  The limbo bar will be set up, and then 
lowered down slowly to see who’s left limbo-ing.  Extra 
people in our little cars, decreased tire pressures, and 
anything you can think of that is safe is encouraged in this 
challenge!
 Food will be onsite to purchase, this is not to be missed!

Saturday June 26th
 Concourso D’Eleganza, the big show, will be held at the 
Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) Museum in 
Hershey, PA.  Visit our vendors which will include, wine 
tasting, lifestyle, car and pet vendors.  Food trucks will be 
available on site for snacks and lunch.  While our focus 
will be on the Bella Macchine of our showfield outside, 
you will receive 2 tickets with your car registration to this 
world class museum.  Extra museum tickets are available 
at a discount on the registration.  The museum is home 
to a varied collection of fine automobiles including the 
world’s largest most extensive Tucker collection as well as 
the Museum of Bus Transportation.  Hagerty will have a 
youth judging program out on our field, so be sure to bring 
the kids!  This event is open to the public for spectators, 
so let’s show off our love of Italian car ownership and our 
friendly atmosphere! Voting will again be electronic this 
year, for the class and overall awards.  
 Saturday night is our Awards Banquet at the 
Doubletree.  With the votes tallied, the hardware will be 

awarded for the various classes and the coveted “Best 
in Show”, and “Car I’d most like to drive home.”  Special 
awards will also be presented such as the Helle Nice, Con 
Brio, Damon Kane, and F.I.A.T. awards among others.  
See Doug’s column in the front of this issue on how to 
nominate for the Helle Nice award. 
 Of course, one last hangout in the parking lot after the 
awards banquet!

Sunday June 27th
Silent Auction and Raffle
 Have your buffet breakfast at the hotel but then join 
us for light refreshments at the Silent Auction and Raffle 
for baskets and donated items from our members and 
vendors!  Have a basket or raffle item to donate?  Let one 
of your Central PA members know before or when you get 
to the event.  
 Your Central PA team can easily be reached by email to 
centralpennFIAT@yahoo.com
 Additionally, you likely have heard of the Simeone 
Foundation Automotive Museum in Philadelphia PA.   
From their website: “Assembled over 50 years by Dr. 
Frederick Simeone, the Museum contains over 75 
historically significant cars including Ferrari, Alfa Romeo, 
Bugatti, Mercedes, Jaguar, Bentley, Porsche, Aston 
Martin, Corvette, Ford, and more.” They have heard of our 
FIAT Freakout being held and have offered a $2 discount 
off of their already reasonable admission fee, for the week 
of Freakout, Tuesday June 22nd through Sunday June 
27th.  They are closed on Mondays. The Simeone is about 
1 ½ hours east of the hotel.  Just let them know you are a 
member of FIAT Club America to get the discount.  This 
would be a great stop on the way to or from Freakout! 
Please check their website or call ahead as they may still 
have pre-registration for occupancy requirements.

www.simeonemuseum.org 
6825 Norwitch Drive, Philadelphia, PA 19153

What?? You’re not registered yet?  Scan here to take you 
to the member login/registration page. We expect the hotel 
to fill quickly due to everyone wanting to get together even 
more this year and the location!  

 

This QR code will take you to the 
Club website and more details about 
FreakOut 2021!

WHAT TO EXPECT...CONTINUED
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 FIAT enthusiasts fondly remember their first FIAT almost as 
well as their first love. In those days we were way too young, 
full of passion and often empty of wallet. We were sure of 
ourselves, ready for life's journey, but not really knowing our 
destination. We carelessly went top down under clear blue 
skies, chased the sunsets all the way to the bright stars down 
that open road with no particular place to go. 
 My first FIAT was purchased in 1977. It was a nearly 
new dark blue 1974 FIAT Spider with tan interior and just 
19,000 miles, a perfect match for a 19 year old. The price 
of admission, at least according to Three Rivers Bank near 
Pittsburgh was $300 down and a cosign signature from Mom. 
Just one easy $133 payment 24 times in a row and the FIAT 
was all mine! The Spider served well through the college years. 
The only breaks were the cold winter months, storing it away 

from the snowy and semi frozen slush of Pennsylvania roads.  
A cheap primer gray and green 1968 VW Beetle beater car 
with rusted out heat exchangers got me to school and a part 
time job during the winters. I deftly balanced the VW heater 
control levers between warm carbon monoxide poisoning and 
then back to freezing cold fresh air in the cabin as soon as 
the drowsiness started. It was a small price to pay in order to 
preserve the FIAT from salty Pennsylvania roads. 
 College graduation meant a move to Atlanta for a better 
job, marriage and some life changes. Just two years later the 
beloved FIAT had to be sold to make room for a car with a real 
backseat for a daughter on the way. With a heavy heart I gave 
up the Spider, sold to a high flying medical transport helicopter 
pilot in Atlanta for just $1800. The FIAT quickly flew away 
and all that was left besides a short stack of $100 bills was 

CURTIS AND ANITA EASTER'S 1978 FIAT SPIDER - 
Redeeming their Legacy...and part of mine.  
by John Montgomery
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an expired yellow and blue Pennsylvania “Keystone State” 
license plate last used in 1979 and two well worn Bayless 
FIAT parts catalogs. Like a first love, it’s hard to emotionally 
let go of a car that brought so much happiness. Yes, to this 
day there is the lingering wonder of what ever happened to 
that original dark blue 1974 124 Spider. An older and wiser 
man would have just put seat belts in the FIAT's backseat 
and bought some more time but the blue FIAT was gone.   
  Fast forward nearly four decades and one day a "friend 
of a friend" told me about a couple of Italian cars for sale. 
They might be Alfa's or perhaps FIATs, part of a older 
man's personal 20 car collection just 100 miles away near 
Columbia, SC. I scribbled the name "Curtis Easter" and a 
phone number on a scrap piece of paper. I called the next 
day but got no answer, only to try again in the following 
weeks, ever more curious about the Italian car mystery. 
Curtis answered my call and I heard the light toned voice 
of a frail older man. He softly said that he had been battling 
some very challenging health issues in recent years, but 
life changes now required selling his 20 car collection 
which included only two Italian cars. They were not Alfas 
but an always garaged red 1971 FIAT 124 Coupe and a 
dark blue 1978 FIAT 124 Spider, both he bought brand 
new from Oliver Motors in Columbia, South Carolina. Curtis 
emailed me 4 pictures of each with a short description. 
Neither car ran but were always stored inside with the all 
the others. I arranged a visit, and a week later arrived at 
a gorgeous home on the lake with a 10,000 square foot 
detached garage, complete with a shop, office and guest 
living quarters. Both FIATs were side by side in a row with 
Packards, Studebakers, a rare Allard, a British Racing 
Green 1960 Triumph TR3A, red 1953 MGTD and several 
other cars. Every car was resting under a near 10 year 
patina of non use, the direct result of Curtis's health issues. 
The red 124 Coupe was repainted but had a replaced 
new OEM black interior. My Dad owned a 1972 FIAT 124 
Coupe, another favorite but long lost FIAT. The 27K mile 
1978 124 Spider was all original Duco #449 dark blue paint 
with perfect original tan interior and carpets, remarkably an 
exact match to the color and spec of my long lost original 
dark blue 1974 Spider. Some creative thinking was needed 
to get to get both cars as this was the chance of lifetime.   

 Curtis said, “I bought the 124 Coupe new back in 1971, 
it even has the original papers and a full log book of fuel 
stops and service records in the glove box. When my wife 
Anita graduated from the University of South Carolina I 
bought her the blue FIAT 124 Spider, so it’s been her car all 
these years. Both have not been used since around 2012, 
just sitting in the massive garage. I want these to go to a 
good home."   
 Curtis and Anita had been married for 56 years, traveled 
to all 50 states and 75 countries, even running the Great 
American Race 6 times in a 1934 Ford Phaeton which 
now rested quietly in the huge room. He belonged to the 
Packard Club, Studebaker Driver's Club and was a charter 
member of the Asheville Sports Car Club as well as a many 

Lutheran church and charity organizations. An avid wood 
worker, Curtis made hundreds of wood toys over the years. 
Not just for his own kids but other kids less fortunate. Yes, 
he had a big car collection, but his heart was so much 
bigger than that long row of cars in his private garage. 
  Like many collector car purchases, one never knows 
what can suddenly come along. Looking over both cars, 
they were such a big part of Curtis and Anita's lives at one 
time. Yet his blue Spider was my chance to redeem my first 
FIAT love from way back in 1977. Curtis instinctively knew 
that he had a "fish" (I mean buyer) on the line and gave me 
a great combo price to get both FIATs. Not concerned about 
the mechanical condition after many idle years, the key 
fact is that they were time capsule style original non rusty 
classics. After all these years, there was no way to pass 
up another dark blue FIAT 124 Spider with a tan interior. 
Besides, it had genuine Zenith brand "knock off" wire 
wheels and an AM/FM radio with a working 8 track tape 
player! The original paint and hand painted pinstripe were 
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intact under a little dust. The interior looked perfectly 
brand new with no dash, seat or wooden steering wheel 
cracks. Some aftermarket floor mats were removed to 
reveal brand new looking original carpets, the original 
convertible top was intact, still sporting a clear back 
factory original window.The Spider had been a special 
occasion car, going around town or on weekends with the 
family going to the beach or USC football games. Curtis 
installed seat belts in the back seat so the kids could ride. 
Now why didn't I think of that all those years ago? Yep, 
should have never sold my 1974 Spider to that helicopter 
pilot!  
   Curtis told me that he had bought and sold about 250 
cars over his lifetime, yet the red FIAT Coupe and blue 
124 Spider always remained favorites in his collection. 
A deal was struck in the fall of 2019, but I decided 
to immediately sell the Coupe to my dear friend Brett 
Melancon. Certainly it would be tough to store and also 
"restore" two cars at one time so Brett could take on the 

car's mechanical needs and keep indoors as most classic 
FIATs require.
 Brett's Coupe and my Spider became a focus to get 
them back on the road by FIAT FreakOut in July, 2020. 
Many of our members over this past summer saw the red 
1971 FIAT Coupe at FIAT Freakout in Knoxville. Whoever 
saw that car going down the road at FFO (with Bob Zecca 
at the wheel no less) may not have realized that it was an 
absolute miracle to have it running again. The red Coupe 
even won in the FFO concours!
 I vowed to Curtis and Anita to restore the blue Spider 
to the exact condition when he presented it to his wife 
back in 1978. It took four visits to negotiate, buy and 
pickup both cars, the Coupe leaving first. When leaving 
with the Spider on the trailer he told me he loved me, 
and I was a bit taken aback, but the feeling was mutual. 
Curtis told me he had just decided to discontinue the 
Chemotherapy and knew his time was running out. He 
would try to enjoy the precious time remaining, and I 
was welcomed in friendship as his condition worsened. 

Redeeming their Legacy...continued
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The pandemic meant that out visits were a few and far 
between in his last year.
 Most of us who buy cars, once the money is tendered, 
often the seller doesn’t really care what happens. That 
is what makes Italian cars so special. Each vehicle has 
a legacy that goes with the car. I now understood that 
Curtis's  Spider and Coupe was far more than just cars. 
It was a touchstone of their life together that was soon 
coming to an end.
 Over the next few months Curtis's health declined, 
but was able to visit again, helping by photographing and 
writing descriptions for his other collector cars since he 
was physically unable by that point. Curtis was not only a 
car enthusiast, but an exceptional person of faith, honor 
and bravery in the face of his declining condition, mobility 
and ever increasing severe pain from bone cancer. One 
day I called him up after cleaning the trunk compartment 
and said, "Good news, I found your wife’s long lost tube 
of lipstick, nail polish, a change purse and a ticket stub 
for a Sept 12, 1981 USC vs. Ole Miss football game, plus 

your lost 1/4” ratchet and 10 mm socket. He laughed so 
hard even though it was another "tough week" as he would 
call it of severe pain from the cancer. I kept him informed 
about the progress of the restoration and a few weeks 
before his death sent him a video of my first drive in the 
Spider. It was a momentary revisit of his wonderful gift to 
Anita in 1978. As for me, I understood that the ownership 
of this special car was not an obligation but a very high 
privilege and a blessing.
 Curtis passed away at age 77 on November 14th, 2020. 
He is in heaven today. There was never a doubt from this 
man of faith, kindness and boundless auto enthusiasm 
for so many brands of cars but especially FIATs. I thought 
about that name and phone number scribbled on scrap 
paper, and how it changed my life knowing this wonderful 
man.
 It’s been a long but very rewarding road to refresh 
the 27k mile 1978 FIAT Spider to new again status. As 
promised, nothing will change on it from their original 
while in my care including those authentic knock off wire 
wheels. If it wasn’t for the expertise of Matt Brannon and 
Art Bayless (retired) from Midwest-Bayless, Jon Logan 
at Midwest 124, Auto Ricambi, Mr. FIAT in Atlanta and 
FIAT Club America member Dave Leborde it just would 
not be possible to accomplish this project. My good friend 
and club member Vivian P. located a vintage case of 
eight track tapes which I now have ready in the backseat! 
Suddenly it's 1977 again, my kids have moved out, got 
their own car seats for the grandkids and my beloved dark 
blue Spider is back!
 The two FIATs really are a wonderful original examples, 
just like Curtis and Anita. Their FIAT car legacy has been 
redeemed, and so was mine.
 The Spider will be displayed at the Benson Alfa & FIAT 
Studio in Greer, SC.
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C o l l e z i o n e

PIRELLI COLLEZIONE - An exclusive range of tires crafted to enhance 
the style and performance of exceptional classic automobiles.
Pirelli is proud to deliver FIAT enthusiasts with products derived from our 145 years 
of racing history and Italian heritage. Hit the track with Collezione tires crafted to 
enhance the original performance of classic cars and bring nostalgia to life; through 
to the checkered fl ag.
Discover the full range at www.pirelli.com/collezione

Future technology,
classic emotions.



Spring FIAT on the Dragon
FIATs Take over the tail of the Dragon
by Brett Melancon - East TN Chapter

 What happens when you get 120 of your best FIAT friends from all 
over the country to meet for a weekend of great driving and fun? FIAT 
on the Dragon, that is what. This year, we had folks drive in from as far 
away at Seattle Washington to join the fun. 80+ cars registered and met 
in Townsend Tennessee for our annual speing event. The weather was 
perfect and the days were filled with spirited driving and social times that 
bult friendships and made memories with our FIAT.
 Friday's main event was a group drive to the famous Tail of the Dragon 
while Saturday saw the group split up and go different directions. One 
group of 47 cars led by Brett Melancon traveled to the challenging Devil's 
Triangle with a lunch stop at the imfamous Brushy Mountain Prison, 
followed by a spirited group drive to the tail of the Dragon. Another group 
drive was led by Brent Pendergast in his beautiful classic Lancia Fulvia.
 Planned social opportunities included an evening at The Abbey 
for pizza and beer with the traditional bon fire on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. Groups mingled around the Talley Ho Inn and did area drives.
 The FIAT on the Dragon event started in 2013 as a way to reach out to 
the new FIAT owners and has grown into an event that welcomes classic 
cars, builds relationships and provides opportunitiues to drive on some 
amazing roads and experience incredible scenery. If you have not ever 
been to "FotD" as we like to call it, you should plan to join us next spring. 
There is a smaller fall event planned but it is more of a roadtrip style event 
and is limited to 20-25 cars.
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FIAT on the Dragon
More to this event than FIATs!
by Blake Melancon - East TN Chapter

 This year’s spring FIAT on the Dragon was an amazing event! 
I have attended all of the events to date (I know the organizer), 
and I must say that every year they get better and better. This 
year, we had perfect weather, a first for a spring FotD it seems. 
While I had planned to drive my modified 1985 Bertone X1/9, 
alignment and tire issues prevented me from doing so. Instead, 
I drove a 1993 Autozam AZ1 Japanese sports car that looks to 
have taken design cues from the X1/9.   
 Although I was not in a FIAT, I was able to have a blast and 
keep pace with the new Abarth 500s and 124s fairly well. The 
first day was dedicated to driving amazing roads in the vicinity of, 
and including the famous Tail of the Dragon. One of my favorite 
of these surrounding roads is the Hillclimb Road, located in the 
Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest. The fact that it is a dead end road 
really makes it seem like you are in a “real” hillclimb event and 
the view from the top is one of the best around (although there 
is no shortage of amazing views in the area). 
 On the way back to our home base at the Talley Ho in 
Townsend, TN, my girlfriend Gabrielle and I stopped for a quick 
hike in the Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest, which prooved to be 
a wonderful little side trip for us. The easy hike led us to massive 
old growth trees that were more than 20 feet in diameter and 
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FIAT on the Dragon
More to this event than FIATs! well over 100 feet tall. Since 

I am in forestry, this was a great 
addition to our weekend. 
 We returned to Townsend after dinner 
at the 129 Hub and joined the traditional 
bonfire and FIAT family time. The driving is 
great, but the times around the fire are always 
very special. 
 On day 2, since we had conquered the Tails of the 
Dragon, we decided to try our luck with the devil on the Devil’s 
Triangle. This has always been my personal favorite road. Its 
fast turns and changing elevation are easier to control for me 
when I drive the X1/9 than the longer turns of the Dragon. It 
is more of a 3-4 gear road whereas the Dragon is more of 
a 2-3 gear road. This run was no different for me in the 
Autozam, and was the highlight of the event. Lunch was 
enjoyed at the historic Brushy Mountain State Penitentiary, 
a favorite stop after battleing the Devil's Triangle. 
 After defeating the devil and feeling invincible, we headed 
back to the Tail of the Dragon for another run. On the drive 
out to the Dragon, we took an alternate route that led over 
the mountains. This was a road I had not been on, and it was 
a perfect end to a weekend of driving. All in all, FIAT on the 
Dragon is one of the most special FIAT events to me, not only 
because of the drives, but because of the times in between 
drives that allow us all to come closer. 
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A BREAKOUT OF FIATS 

 On Father’s Day weekend, several members of the FCA 
Chicagoland Chapter (formerly known as Chi-FLU), felt they 
had enough of the restrictions imposed by the government 
of Illinois due to the Coronavirus - Phase One, Phase Two, 
Phase Three, Phase Four. 

We instituted our own Phase:   Phase FIAT 

 As such, we decided to get behind the steering wheels 
of our LICs (Little Italian Cars) and go for a cruise to a rural 
drive-in, the Chick-N-Dip, which has been somewhat of a 
hangout for us (in our FIATs and Lancias, of course) since 
the Chapter was founded. 
 It was a good chance to get caught up with each other 
while treating ourselves to a lunch of chicken, hamburgers, 
and ice cream treats. 
 For the most part, we stayed at least six feet apart.  Our 
cars were parked suitably distanced as well.  While not many 
of us wore face coverings, one FIAT took no chances, and 
arrived adorned with a (FIAT) mask. 
 We had between 12-15 people over time.  In addition to 
some of the usual stalwarts, two new potential participants 
found out about our gathering and joined us.  A few 
groupies disguised as spouses and family members were in 
attendance also. 

 The inventory of cars consisted of four Spider 2000s, a 
vintage 124 Spider, an X19 Bertone, a modern 124 Spider, 
and a modern 500. 
 Much interest was generated by Chapter Founder Lee 
Putman’s souped-up 124 Spider (aka “The Beast”), as he 
patiently and enthusiastically described all the improvements 
- particularly for performance (e.g., horsepower increased to 
about 150) - that he and others made to it. 
 A few townies and other customers stopped by out of 
curiosity to look and talk to us, and likely left impressed (and 
jealous, too?).  Several driving down the highway honked 
or revved their engines in approval as they passed the 
restaurant.
 Thus, the  COVID-19 Relief Cruise  became our delayed 
inaugural driving event this season.  Although each of us 
did not quite rival Steve McQueen on his motorcycle in The 
Great Escape  , it still was good to feel getting away from it all 
(in our FIATs).  
 We hope to be able to plan other driving events for what 
likely will be a 2020 calendar with a smaller than normal 
schedule.  We’ll make up for it with quality over quantity. 
In the meantime, stay healthy...AND FIND TIME TO DRIVE 
YOUR FIATs AND LANCIAs ‘TILL THE ROADS WEAR OUT!

by Doug G. Clark;  Photos by Max Bassler 
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 I bought my first FIAT, "Ol' Number One," in August 
1958. It was a 633cc 600 bought from Stillman & Hoag 
Buick / FIAT in Englewood, NJ. It was a warm dove gray 
with a dark blue roof, two-tone wheels with wide whites 
and a unique Dante Giacosa style which absolutely, to 
this day, defies modification by this retired industrial 
designer, so integrated are its lines. 
 One of the things I remember most fondly about this 
little four-seater was the ability to drive with the side 
windows "cracked" an inch or two without having to 
endure any drafts. This virtue, of course, was in addition 
to its comfortable ride, great handling, excellent brakes, 
incredible economy and the ability to cruise all day (on 
the level) at 5,000 RPM plus. But I digress.
 Outlined in red-orange in Picture #1 ("Ol' Number 
One" n' me in October 1958) is the reason: a curved-
edged piece of clear plastic set about 15mm (~ 1/2 
in.) inside the upper rear of the door's window which 
promoted inflow at the high-pressure aft end of the 
window to promote outflow at the low-pressure area just 
behind the "A" pillar. This piece, however, directed the 
airflow downward . It worked like a charm, precluding 
the annoying draft on the neck of all no-vent-window 
cars.
 Having driven the "New 500s" since 2012, I have 
been acutely aware of the defective nature of this 
design. From some left over 2 mm (0.08 in.) thick 
polycarbonate, I hogged out a two sorta-duplicates, 

Picture #2, eliminating the final downward tab of the 
original design. Guess what: Works like a charm! Had 
I known how well it would work, I'd have bought some 
fresh bronze-tone material instead of using somewhat 
less than pristine material and tint film left over from one 
of the Yugos. I'd have done it years ago, too,had I known!
 Since I just bought new "shoes" for the car, maybe I 
should spring for a sheet of tinted plex and replace these 
less than truly "concours" pieces.
 Fun winter project for you FIATisti: Make up a pair and 
stick them on the inside of the window channel material 
with some double sided tape. Both pieces can be gotten 
out of a 18 cm x 380 cm (7 x 15 in.) sheet.. You'll find 
them really worth the effort! 

I BOUGHT MY FIRST FIAT
by Bill Shultz
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14 ISSUES FOR THE PRICE OF 12

Auto Italia magazine was created in 1995 as the world’s
first specialist publication to celebrate the excellence of
Italian automotive design, engineering and heritage.
Complemented by top quality photography, Auto Italia’s
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writers and photographers, who own, restore or race Italian
cars.
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KAREN GALLO 
APPOINTED TO THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 At their February meeting, the Board of Directors of FIAT Club 
America appointed Karen Gallo to a vacant position on the Board 
formerly held by Jim Dimond who did not seek a second 3-year 
term. The Board recognized Karen’s dedication to the Club and 
the Central PA Chapter, as well as her many hours of volunteer 
time in planning FreakOut 2021 over the past 14 months.   
Karen, who lives in Lancaster PA, began her involvement in FIAT 
Club America in November 2011 when her husband, Vince, 
bought a 1981 FIAT Spider sight unseen, online, from Canada, 
never owning a FIAT before.  On the way home, he had no idea 
how to turn the heat on.  Of course, they watched a lot of Jay 
Leno, who always says, “Find the club for your type of vintage 
car,” and that’s what Karen did!  By the next summer she was at 
her first FIAT Freakout at the Wintergreen Resort in Virginia!  She 
hasn’t missed a Freakout since!  Other club members always 
ask her, “you rode how far in this car with no air conditioning?”  
She began to love these cars and the opportunity to travel in 
the FIATs and Lancias with her love, Vince.  A few years later, 
Bobb Rayner told her and Vince, that they should meet Candy 
and Brian Benson and work to make Carlisle Import Show even 
better with FIAT Club America!  In 2016, the Central PA Chapter 
was born, with Karen as secretary of the chapter.  Karen is 

involved in organizing meetups, drives, and Tech Day for the 
local chapter.  Of course, she is very involved in planning the 
2021 FIAT Freakout in Lancaster PA!  
 Throughout the years, she’s been known for helping to 
provide the food spread at Carlisle, as well as supporting Vince’s 
wild ideas and several FIAT and Lancia “family additions” 
other than that 1981 Spider!  Don’t be surprised to find Karen 
assisting Vince in the garage with the current Scorpion project, 
getting the car on/off the trailer on the coldest of days or help 
heat wrapping headers. The newest addition is Karen’s all 
electric FIAT 500e in electric orange! You may also see her at 
Freakout or Carlisle Events driving the V8 powered spider that 
she won the award “Most Challenged” for at Freakout 2015 in 
Pittsburgh.  Karen has been a Physical Therapist for 25 years, 
and enjoys cooking, and travelling, especially when it involves 
her FIAT Club America family!  She is proud to join the Board of 
Directors and represent the membership.

Karen with 2015 FIAT 500e
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FIAT RESCUE LEAGUE NO PART TOO SMALL,  
NO CAR TO BIG..

 For those of you not in the know, I had major surgery 
early last year.  As I write this, i am still recovering from that 
traumatic event.  This long recovery period has a dramatic 
effect on my mobility; I’ve been a couch potato for too long.  
So, what does one do in the middle of a pandemic lockdown 
in Michigan in the middle of January?
 You grab a good friend and go to North Carolina, of 
course.  This is not the first time Doug Von Koenig and I 
have saddled up for an extensive road trip to retrieve a car or 
something else FIAT.  We’ve been to Atlanta together, North 
West Wisconsin and Medford Oregon.  North Carolina would 
be a piece of cake.
 My 1980 Spider project car was in desperate need of a 
removable hard top.  Not just any top, but one in very good 
condition.  Denise Burchette had such a top that she didn’t 
need.  So, after a little negotiation she and I settled on the 
fine details; Doug and I climbed into my pickup on a cold 
January Saturday morning and headed her way.
 By the time the sun peaked out from above the tree line, 
we had passed through Indiana and into Southern Ohio 
heading west to east.  If you’ve done this yourself, you’ll 
agree that except for the traffic in Dayton and Chillicothe, 
Southern Ohio is <yawn> B.O.R.I.N.G.  Major landmarks 
include modern windmills and a thirty foot Uncle Sam statue 
advertising fireworks.  That’s about it.
 West Virginia still has coal mines and coal processing.  The 
Obama administration didn’t totally kill that industry.  Driving 
on the interstate in West Virginia is a real experience all its 
own.  I wouldn’t recommend it to anyone weak of heart.  UP.  
DOWN. Repeat.  I mean ear popping up and down.  And—
enough 70+ mph twisties to excite any sports car driver—
except we were in a pickup truck.  Traffic was light and the 
roads were clear and dry.  We made good time.
 Virginia was uneventful as anticipated; as was North 
Carolina.  Just dreary overcast mid-winter bare trees and 
brown grass.  We arrived at Denise’s place at dinner time, as 
planned.  Denise gave us the grand tour of Amber’s race cars 
and the workshop.  We also toured her own FIAT garage and 
her personal collection of vintage vehicles.  Dinner with her 
family topped of a very long and otherwise tiring day. 
 First thing Sunday morning we grabbed the hard top and 
strapped it into the pickup.  We pointed the truck north and 
ran another uneventful 10 hours back to Michigan.  My dog 
was very glad to see me and i slept like a rock that night. 

by:  Mike Bouse
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 I joined about twenty others for a cold but fun charity 
drive in the northern suburbs of Chicago on December 
13th. The drive was organized by Fuelfed, which is a group 
for classic European cars and motorcycles. As long as your 
FIAT was built before 1990 you can join. While I certainly 
enjoy attending FIAT events through our Chicagoland 
chapter, I like learning about other marques through 
Fuelfed as well. Prior to the pandemic, Fuelfed was 
holding Sunday morning "coffee and classics" gatherings 
at various locations throughout Chicagoland. They also 
sponsor several driving events each year, similar to FIATs 
Up North (FUN). Due to the restrictions on gathering this 
year, they have instead held several charity events that 
still provided an excuse to drive our cars. For instance, 
they held several food drives where you had to drive your 
classic car to a specified location to drop off your donation. 
This particular event that I attended required the drivers to 
make a donation to charity when signing up for the event. 

In return you were given the location and time to meet, 
as well as a route map throughout the northern suburbs 
that featured six brief stops at long-term care facilities. 
Fuelfed notified these nursing homes in advance of the 
approximate time that our group of vehicles would be 
driving by. It was fun to see some of the residents looking 
out of their windows or even standing outside the front 
door as we did a slow drive-by past the front entrance 
with about twenty classic cars honking their horns. They 
really enjoyed it as did we! Oh and I forgot to mention that 
we were asked to decorate our cars to show our holiday 
spirit. Due to my work schedule I really didn't have time 
to decorate my 1965 FIAT 1500 Cabriolet aside from a 
string of battery-powered colored lights. But I did don our 
family Santa suit plus put the top down on the car - so I 
was pretty noticeable! While my heater blows out a little 
bit of warm air under the dashboard, I actually wasn't too 
cold despite the 30 degree weather. I think the real Santa 
knows what he is doing wearing that warm stocking cap 
and keeping his face covered with that substantial beard! I 
look forward to seeing my FIAT friends in 2021 - hopefully 
you will recognize me without the hat and facial hair. 

RED-NOSED FIAT
by:  Bill Maloney
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Re-election time for the SouthEast Virginia Chapter of Hampton Roads 
By Hilary L. Falkenberg - Chapter President 

 
 

After a great lunch at Sal’s by Victor in Williamsburg VA, our local chapter had a chance to 
really change up some things, vote on new positions, and take a fun drive on some backroads 

to local wineries and to finish it off to an awesome Smokehouse! 
 

We did our re-elections and off course voted on it properly with Peroni draft beer in our hands!! 
As it stands, I will still be the chapter President; well mostly because no-one wants my hard 

diligent job. So yay to me!! Bill Dennis was voted on and will be the Vice-President and fill the 
Secretary/Treasurer position until filled. John Ovington stepped back up as our Director of 
Social Media. So there you have it…! Enjoy the photos and remember to look us up if you’re 
ever in the area with your FIAT. We are known for our spur of the moment type drives. That’s 
what our chapter is all about... driving our fun FIAT automobiles, while laughing and having a 

great time! Isn’t that what Italian motor driven people are about? 
 

See everyone soon at Freak-out in Lancaster, Pennsylvania!!! 
 

¡Ciao! 
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FreakOut 2021 – We Want Your Photos
 Want to share your cool FIAT FreakOut 2021 photos with 
other FIAT FreakOut attendees?  Want to be able to see & 
download full resolution photos on your phone/computer?  Want 
to see your photos appear on the FIAT FreakOut slideshow 
sometime during the event?  Now is your chance by using the 
app called “The Guest”!

How? Just follow these steps:
- Go to your app store & search “The Guest – Photo Sharing”
- Download the app
- Follow the steps to set up your account
- Search for event FREAKOUT2021
- Now upload your photos from the FreakOut!
** you may turn off auto-share in the app so that photos that 
aren’t pertinent to the event won’t be uploaded
** the photo event is open from 06/21 – 06/28 but if you would 
like the possibility of your photos being included in the slide 
show, please upload your photos as soon as possible once 
event opens

Club Membership Benefits
 As a reminder to all of us the benefits of dues paid Club 
membership include:
• Physical Ricambi (36 page color magazine) mailed to you 

four times per year
• Our annual Club calendar mailed to you
• Online access to our Ricambi archives, there are over 150 

issues available to read online and/or download spanning 
the 30+ years our Club has existed

• Members only content access such as the FIAT and Lancia 
articles from VeloceToday

• Ability to attend any Club sponsored event such as our 
annual FreakOut (premier event held in different locations 
throughout the country) or FIAT On The Dragon just to 
name a few

• Access to our Land’s End and Cafe Press logo’d apparel 
stores

• And more…

 Compared to other clubs we think we’re a pretty good deal 
at $45 per year.  Our goal is to grow our Club so we can afford 
to do more fun things with/for our members.  We could literally 
double the size of our Club overnight if each member reading 
this brought a new member into our family within the next 30 
days…
  No doubt, you our members, have fantastic ideas about how 
to improve the Club and I am eager to hear them.  As far as I’m 
concerned the suggestion box is always open.  You have an idea 
to improve some aspect of the Club, I am all ears all the time.  
Please let me know how to improve your Club experience.  
Best, Doug.  
 PS – our mailing address has changed, it is now FIAT Club 
America, 99 Wall Street #1241, New York, NY 10005
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Find	the	kind	of	stories	you	want	in	VeloceToday’s	free	weekly	newsletter.		Each	new	
edition	brings	you	articles	written	by	outstanding	journalists	and	photographers.	By	
becoming	a	Premium	Subscriber,	you	will	have	access	to	our	amazing	archives	of	over	
3,000	articles	published	since	2001,	for	only	$60	per	year,	PayPal	or	check!	
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Lanciana 8 Join the fun!
Find the FIAT Club America 
Chapter nearest to you and 
join the fun today.

Alabama (chapter) 
Jonathan Woodall - Alabama@FIATclubamerica.com

Arizona (chapter)
Eric Lynn– 602-524-0053 - arizona-desert@FIATclubamerica.com

Atlanta (chapter)
John Montgomery– 770-932-2380 - Atlanta@FIATclubamerica.com

Austin TX (chapter)
Dan Book–512-391-9090 - Austin@FIATclubamerica.com

www.facebook.com/groups/FIAT500Austin

Blue Ridge VA (chapter)
OPEN - BlueridgeVA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Carolina (chapter)
Denise Burchette– (eastern) - 336-918-2200  

carolina@FIATclubamerica.com

Central PA (chapter)
Brian Benson– 540-220-1146 - CentralPA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Chicagoland (chapter) 
Tim North (President) -  630-802-2297

Chicagoland@FIATclubamerica.com

Delaware Valley PA (chapter)
Ryan Tintera -  delawarevalleyPA@FIATclubamerica.com

Detroit (chapter)
Simone Bonino (President)– 248-219-0027 

Detroit@FIATclubamerica.com

Dallas Ft Worth (chapter)
Kathy & Dane Young - dallasftworth@FIATclubamerica.com

East Tennessee (chapter)
Brett Melancon– 865-604-3271 - easttennessee@FIATclubamerica.com 

Florida (chapter)
OPEN - florida@FIATclubamerica.com

Gulf Coast TX (Houston) (chapter)
Mike Rutenberg - gulfcoastTX@FIATclubamerica.com

Indiana (chapter)
Kevin Lingbeck - 317-979-1834 - indiana@FIATclubamerica.com

Iowa (regional contact)
Mike Louviere– 319-270-1454 - iowa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Kansas City (chapter)
Chet Nachtmann - Kansascity@FIATclubamerica.com 

Long Island (chapter)
Sam Germana - longisland@FIATclubamerica.com 

Mid-Atlantic (chapter)
 Haz Neuman -  midatlantic@FIATclubamerica.com  

Mid-South - West TN (chapter)
 OPEN - midsouth-westtn@FIATclubamerica.com

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (chapter)
OPEN - wisconsin@FIATclubamerica.com

Minnesota (chapter)
Nick DeJoy– 763-331-2414 -  minnesota@FIATclubamerica.com 

Montreal (chapter)   
Robert Rosa (President) - montreal@FIATclubamerica.com

Roamin’ Chariots  MO-AR-OK-KS (chapter)
Allen Lofland– 316-371-7666 

roamingchariots@FIATclubamerica.com

New Jersey (chapter)   
Matt Ross (president) - newjersey@FIATclubamerica.com

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND (chapter) 
Jim Custeau - northernnewengland@FIATclubamerica.com

Northeast Coast  
(CT, MA, RI, & Metro NY) (chapter)

Tim Beeble– 203-241-0761 - northeastcoast@FIATclubamerica.com

Ohio Valley (chapter)
Leslie Logan– 419-310-1556 - ohiovalley@FIATclubamerica.com 

 Ottawa Canada (chapter)
Jeff Schneider– ottawa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Pittsburgh (chapter)
Jody Farr– 724-297-3221 - pittsburgh@FIATclubamerica.com

Portland, Oregon (regional contact)
Rik Burkhart– 503-432-5186 

portlandoregon@FIATclubamerica.com 

Reno, Nevada (regional contact)
Tom Mackowiak– 775-813-3303 - renonv@FIATclubamerica.com 

Rocky Mountain CO (chapter) 
Graeme Robinson– 949-394-7919 

rockymountainco@FIATclubamerica.com

SoCal (chapter) 
Sage Ipucha – 909-477-0832 - socal@FIATclubamerica.com 

Southeast Virginia (chapter) 
Hilary Falkenberg – SEVirginia@FIATclubamerica.com

San Francisco Bay Area (regional contact)
Brookie Cobb - sanfranbayarea@FIATclubamerica.com

St. Louis, MO (regional contact) 
Eugene Krafft – stlouis@FIATclubamerica.com

Toronto (chapter)
Jerry Cucchiara– 416-496-0071 - toronto@FIATclubamerica.com

West Michigan (chapter)
Karl Mead (President) – 616-292-1512 
westmichigan@FIATclubamerica.com 

West Virginia (regional contact)
David Gladkosky–westvirginia@FIATclubamerica.com 

Western New York (chapter)
Owen Stacey– 716-496-8990 

westernnewyork@FIATclubamerica.com

Visit our new interactive chapter map at www.FIATclubAmerica.com/chapters to find one close to home.
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DELTA S4 TECHNICAL SPECS
 
Engine: center-rear longitudi-
nally mounted, four cylinders 
in line, bore 88.50 mm, stroke 
71.50 mm, 1759 cc, compres-
sion ratio 7.5:1, 480 bhp at 
8900 rpm, max. torque 511 
mkg at 5000 rpm  

Valve gear: 2 overhead cam-
shafts (gears and toothed belt), 
4 valves per cylinder  

Ignition: electronic injection 
integrated lAW Marelli-Weber 

Supercharging: KKK tur-
bocharging, double air to 
air inter-cooler, plus positive 
displacement blower  

Drive: permanent four-wheel drive, Fer-
guson viscostatic limited slip differential 
in the center and mechanical self-locking 
differential at front and rear  

Gearbox: 5-speed ZF 

Suspension: all independent, front and 
rear coil and wish-bones, stabilizer bars, 
hydraulic shock absorbers  

Brakes: self-ventilating discs 

Tyres: front 235/660-16, rear 290/660-16 

Body: two-door saloon  

Dimensions: wheelbase 2.44 m, front 
track 1.5 m, rear 1.52 M, length 4.00 m, 
width 1.18 m, height 1.5 m  

Weight: 900 kg

Alen-Kivimaki with the Delta S4 in the 1986 RAC. The Finn’s second place in this race allowed him 
to take a significant step as to the final position in the World Championship.

Above, the production line of the road version of the Delta S4. 200 units were built, 
as for the 037 before it.
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As in the 037, easy accessibility to the mechanical components was one of the main priorities for the designers of the Delta S4

The initial version of the Delta S4. The aerodynamics of the car were subsequently modified by the use of a different spoiler on the roof.
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The best Peugeot result fell well behind this. Then came 
the accident in which some spectators were involved. 

The drivers went on strike, the Lancia drivers included. 

The Lancia team didn’t realize, or rather they didn’t 
realize until it was too late, that the distressing circum-
stance of the accident had been used by someone with 
an interest in having the race cancelled or annulled. 

Immediately after the 1986 Tour de Corse, the Balestre 
decree was promulgated abolishing Group B. 

This was a decision which Lancia agreed with because, 
among other things, it imposed better order on rallying. 
The cars had reached levels of performance which made 
them difficult to control on the kind of roads they were 
racing over. 

“They still had to be driven by a man, not a robot,” said 
Fiorio, who added, “there was no driver in the 

world able to maintain the 
concentration which the car 
demanded for the duration of 
a Rally. 

We were the first to fight 
for production cars and for 
discontinuing the super-fast 
specials. 

“It was an agonizingly diffi-
cult choice to make because 
we had the winning car—and 
we had proved it—plus a 
store of technology (including 
ECV) related to the changes 
which were about to occur in 
rallying with the introduction 
of Group S. 

“We got into an argument 
with our opponents who 
had accused us of having 
acted emotionally following 
the deaths of Toivonen and 
Cresto. 

We made our decision, on the 
other hand, out of a rational 

concern for drivers’ safety and the survival of rallying. “

If other accidents of equal seriousness had occurred, this 
kind of event would have been restricted if not perma-
nently banned. 

One of the objectives which people wished to attain 
with Group A was a limit to escalating power. In the 
case of supercharged engines the production supercharg-
er had to be retained and it was not to be altered in any 
way. 

The other restrictions concerning the engine regarded 
manifold pressure, camshafts, valves and valve timing, 
the compression ratio and the cylinder head gasket. 

Whatever your viewpoint, in the end, the S4 marked a 
humanitarian—if difficult conclusion to what is argu-
ably the most powerful and chaotic time in rally mo-
torsport, and it has left a lasting and indelible legacy on 
racing from a mere 2 years in active competition.

Henri Toivonen (right) and Sergio Cresto after their 1986 Monte Carlo win in the Delta S4. They were to die 
on the 2nd of May that same year in a tragic accident during the Tour de Corse.
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The primary goal was to increase performance without 
losing torque at low revs and to make the car more com-
pact. 

The S4 had shown itself to be effective but it was found 
necessary to concentrate more mass towards the center of 
gravity with regard to the position of the intercooler and 
the supercharger. A shorter and more manageable vehicle 
would certainly have resulted. 

After an appearance to open the course 
at the Costa Smeralda Rally and after 
taking part in the Thousand Tracks 
in the Camargue and the Colline di 
Romagna, the S4 was homologated in 
Group B as from November 1, 1985 
and as such participated in the Algarve 
Rally in Portugal. 

Its World Championship debut oc-
curred in the same November 1985. 
Driven by Toivonen and Wilson, it 
won the RAC Rally in a manner wor-
thy of a superstar. It certainly wasn’t 
a fluke because Alen-Kivimaki came 
second in an identical car. 

The S4 came first again in the opening competition of 
the 1986 season: the Monte Carlo Rally. The S4 was in 
the lead during the Tour de Corse when Toivonen-Cres-
to had a serious accident which cost the lives of the two 
man team. 

How much influence did their deaths have on team per-
formance in 1986? 

“It certainly weighed on us all, both myself and all my 
colleagues,” says Lombardi, “after something like that 
happens there’s always a desire to give it all up.”\

“The enthusiasm which had marked the project at the 
beginning waned noticeably and there was an under-
standable slackening in both the desire to carry on with 
the search for a means of squeezing another 50 bhp from 
the engine and to continue systematic trials with the 
slicks which involved a certain amount of risk. 

“Finishing work on the car was slowed, and from the 
Tour de Corse until the following race there was a period 
of stasis. The final touches to the S4 had been made by 
Toivonen himself about three weeks before the race. 

“He worked on the car for an entire week and this was a 
major contribution on his part as the results obtained in 
the first part of the Rally amply testify. 

“By the end of the year, Markku Alen (in the ‘S4) was 
World Champion,” pointed out Cesare Fiorio, Lancia’s 
factory World Rally Championship team manager as he 
glanced over the ‘86 championship. 

“Then, because of political questions which has arisen—
arguments which didn’t concern us between the organiz-
ers, the Federation and Peugeot—the Sanremo Rally was 
annulled following a judgement of a strongly political 
flavour which had nothing to do with our performance. 

“But with these points taken away from us, Kankkunen 
in the Peugeot became World Champion instead of Alen 
in the Lancia. 1986 was the year of bad jokes. 

“The Sanremo affair was merely the last of them. There 
were others.” Fiorio cites the case of the Portuguese Rally 
in particular. 

On the eve before the event, Lancia and Peugeot had 
equal points, the former having won the Monte Carlo 
Rally and the latter the Swedish Rally (Peugeot came 
second at Monte Carlo and Lancia  obtained the same 
result in Sweden).

There was a well-founded hope among the Lancia drivers 
and technicians that the Portuguese Rally would go in 
their favour, and in fact Lancia occupied 1st, 2nd and 
3rd places after the first special stage over asphalt. 

Toivonen-Cresto with the Delta S4 during the Monte Carlo which they won. This was the 
second consecutive victory for this car following its debut in the 1985 RAC.
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His S4 was badly damaged, but it was possible to make 
it at least drivable—something which wouldn’t have 
been possible with a monocoque. The tubes were cut out 
with an oxyacetylene cutter right there on the road and 
new ones were welded in their place in a very short space 
of time (half an hour). 
In effect, the mechanics rebuilt the entire front section 

of the vehicle, changed the suspension and the steering 
gears, adjusted the pedals and refitted the radiators. 

Toivonen’s S4 was thus—incredibly—wholly repaired 
and made ready for the road again losing only two 
minutes. In the following special stage it lost another 
30 because the car wasn’t exactly in perfect 
condition, but the rest of the repair job was 
completed at the end of that timed section. 

This was one of those many cases—cases that 
really happened—which can be quoted as 
proof of the stimulus rallying provides for 
applied research. Such experience can have a 
much more direct influence on production 
cars than F1 competition can. 

To take a further example, there is no problem 
regarding cold starting of the engine or warm-
ing up in Formula 1.  In rallying, it’s exactly 
the opposite, where there are heavy penalties 
waiting if such matters are not well in hand. 

At the Monte Carlo, parc ferme night tem-
peratures often fall to -20F and lower. In 

Sweden this could easily be 30 degrees below zero. 

And yet the cars must start in the morning. They can’t 
be push started. If they are pushed there is a penalty 
which influences the final outcome significantly. 

At the Safari and the Acropolis on the other hand, the 
outside temperatures 
are 40 degrees above 
zero and the engines 
tend to overheat. 

Before the 1986 Tour 
de Corse in which 
Toivonen and Cresto 
were killed in an S4, 
various modifications 
necessary to make the 
car more competitive 
had already been pin-
pointed. 

There were two lines 
of development: one 
hinged on the refine-

ment of the coupled turbo and displacement blower 
and the other, which nevertheless was impossible to put 
into practice for another two or three years, involved an 
engine with a different head design called  Triflux which 
had twin turbos later to be mounted on the ECV. 

Delta S4, the most powerful rally car ever made by Lancia. Longitudinal centrally mounted 4 cylinder 1759 cc 
engine, 480 bhp at 8400 revs, max. torque 50 mkg at 5000 revs, supercharged by a KKK turbosupercharger 
and positive displacement compressor, permanent 4 wheel drive.

Above, the Delta S4 instrument panel, a genuine electronic command center for the 
driver. The radio for communicating with the back-up team is on the right.
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“For us the S4 was something totally new because we 
had no experience with four wheel drive. We had to 
acquire a whole new body of knowledge in this field.”

But it wasn’t difficult for the technicians to acquire this 
knowledge, even if the early phases in the development 
of the S4 were unusually long. 

This was due mainly to the unorthodox triple differential 
with the Ferguson-type viscous coupling limited-slip 
differential in the middle. Indeed, in the first generation, 
torque distribution was fixed (from 65-35% to 80-20%) 
between the front and rear axles, both of which were 
equipped with mechanical self-locking differentials.

But the development of the complete car brought new 
problems because Lancia was, as Lombardi said, having 
to cope with four wheel drive for the first time. 

Peugeot, on the other hand, were taking these problems 
for the third consecutive season and could therefore 
count on organization and experience which Lancia 
still had yet to to gather.

Obviously, it wasn’t possible to attain the times for a 
gearbox replacement that had been possible with the 037 
because the S4 was a far more sophisticated vehicle. 

While a rear drive car could use an overhanging gearbox 
at the back, this would have been impossible for a 4x4 
vehicle or—certainly—it would have been too much of 
a time penalty, so this meant recourse to a more centrally 
situated gearbox despite the longer change times. 

These times ultimately did not exceed a half hour how-
ever. Normally it took from 12 to 15 minutes to change 
the differential and 10 minutes for the turbo.

Forward Thinking
Lancia was a pioneer in the use of the central nut used 
for rapid wheel changing which had been invented spe-
cifically for rallying. 

Another novelty found 
in the S4 was the chassis 
formed from a lattice of 
welded tubing beneath a 
skin of composite panels. 

This was not innovational in 
the strictest sense, as it was 
roughly the the same style 
as was used in F1 machines 
of the 1960s. 

But its novelty lay in a 
method of calculation far 
more refined compared to 
that of 20 years before. And 

in addition to the design’s stiffness, it was easily a better 
chassis weight-wise, too. 

The Space Frame
In 1983, tubular space frame designs offered the advan-
tage of better accessibility to the mechanical components 
during a rally, a consideration which had led to a similar 
choice for the 037. 

A chassis of that kind allows repairs and replacements to 
be made much more quickly than a monocoque. No one 
in WRC racing could afford to ignore such advantages. 
Fast repair and changing times are all-important to the 
rally car concept. 

One possible solution considered was that which Peu-
geot had fallen back on with the 205 Evo 1: a body shell 
stiffened with thick struts, but the proof of the worth of 
the Lancia solution came when Peugeot moved on to the 
Evolution II where they chose a tubular chassis which 
was similar to that of the S4. 

The validity of Lancia’s forethought regarding tubular 
chassis design was proven during the 1986 Monte Carlo 
when Henri Toivonen had a serious head-on crash with a 
passing car on an untimed section. 

Sweden 1986. Alen-Kivimaki with the Della S4 in the 1986 Swedish Rally. They were second despite a 
delay from turbo problems. This car won on its first two outings (1985 RAC and the 1986 Monte Carlo).
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ent versions of the same vehicle because the regulations 
required production of 200 units of a road version from 
which a competition car could be derived. 

Testing Begins
The engine started running on the test bench in January 
1984. The gearbox and chassis arrived later, and the first 
tests on the complete vehicle began at the end of June 
1984. 

The S4 engine was the first rally unit with electronic 
ignition and fuel injection and, even more important, it 
was the first completely new engine—in every particu-
lar—to be designed for this type of work. 

(The Stratos engine, one recalls, was a Ferrari product, 
while that of the 037 de-
rived from the four cylinder 
unit which powered the 
Lancia Beta and Trevi.)

Besides the fuel feed sys-
tem and the bypass which 
permitted the changeover 
from twin blower operation 
to the turbo only, the S4 en-
gine was the first construct-
ed by the Fiat Group with 
an all-aluminium cylinder 
block and cylinder block 

base in light alloy. 

The aluminium cylinder 
barrels were set into the block 
and surface hardened by a 
ceramic process. 

It was an oversquare four 
cylinder line-up (88.50 mm 
bore, 71.50 mm stroke, 
giving a total capacity of 
1759cc), from which it was 
possible to extract a very 
respectable 480 bhp at 8400 
rpm (360 bhp x litre) and 
max torque of 50 mkg at 
5000 rpm. 

This engine proved so durable 
that some were bench test-
ed at ~500 bhp, and in one 
extreme case, this very power 
unit output 1000 bhp—stag-

gering numbers in 1984, and a testament to the level 
of engineering the Lancia team had at their disposal. In 
short, this was cutting edge performance technology. 

There were 4 valves per cylinder, double overhead cam-
shafts, KKK turbochargers with double air-to-air inter-
coolers, plus the positive displacement blower. 

“From a technological point of view,” says Claudio 
Lombardi, Technical Director of the Lancia Racing 
Department, “it was identical to an F1 engine, but the 
dimensions were different and it was lighter because it 
was designed to withstand inlet pressures lower than 
those of a Grand Prix single seater. 

View of the four cylinders and 16 valves of the Delta S9 with double fuel feed: KKK turbosupercharger 

Diagram of the Delta S4 four wheel drive, one of the most salient features of this car.
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DELTA S4
Beast of 80s Group B Rally

The Lancia Delta, in just a miniscule two years of 1980s 
World Rally Championship competition has arguably 
generated more interest in the modern era than any oth-
er WRC Group B car of its period. 

And with good reason. From 1985 to 1986—the Delta 
S4 proved  dominant, unstoppable force on the world 
rally stage. The S4 replaced (and indeed was an evolution 
of) its predecessor, the ferocious Lancia 037, which itself 
was the last rear wheel drive car to claim a WRC title. 

It was only through crafty competition, determination 
and enginuity that the 037 in previous years narrowly 
staved off the relentless pursuit of the premiership by 
Audi as they sought to exploit their revolutionary devel-
opments in all-wheel-drive technology. 

Audi, of 
course,  
caught 
the rac-
ing world 
on the 
back foot 
with this 

development. But when it came time to develop the 
next-generation WRC machine, Lancia were careful to 
not be taken by surprise again. They took full advantage 

of Group B regulations, 
and the results were to 
great effect.

They turned a car that 
began as a lowly, un-
remarkable street-spec 
family car into a savage 
racing variant of violent 
proportion—and one 
of the last monsters of 
Group B. 

Developing Power
The S4’s engine fea-
tured howling twin 
turbos, a supercharged 
mid-mounted engine, 
a brand new all-wheel 
drive system for superior 
traction on loose surfac-

es—and the best factory 
drivers on the planet. 

All this was in full view of the public. Less well-known, 
however, was the careful and far-in-advance planning of 
the Delta S4. It began in January 1983 with the produc-
tion of 1:5 scale drawings. 

At that time, no official decision about construction had 
been made, but on the basis of that initial study, Fiat 
senior management became convinced it was worth a 
try. Planning real and proper began in April 1983. As in 
the case of the 037, it was a case of planning two differ-

Ericsson-Billstam with the Delta S4 in the Thousand Lakes Rally in which they came fifth. They were both mem-
bers of the official 1988 Lancia team.

Left and above: Delta S4. One of the first prototypes being prepared for the 
road by Lancia-Abarth.
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ALC 1956—2020 

The American Lancia Club was 
funded in 1956 by Hayden Shepley 
in Boston. In 1971 it was incorpo-
rated in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

The purpose of the club at the 
time and to this day are: 

1. Promote fellowship between 
Lancia owners and enthusi-
asts. 

2. To encourage the preserva-
tion of Lancia motor cars. 

3. To encourage the exchange 
of technical and parts infor-
mation. 

4. To organize meets and reun-
ions on regional, national 
and international levels. 

5. To distribute publications on 
a regular basis and to pub-
lish a roster of members, 
their addresses and cars. 

6. To make available badges 
and other items with the club 
or factory emblems 

7. To preserve and disseminate 
historical information on 
Lancia cars. 

    

President’s, on the road 

Christmas season is here and it is time to start planning for the coming year.  This spring 
we should hopefully see some less restrictive rules so we can do our drives and events as in 
the past. We have the West Coast Reunion scheduled for April 16—18 –2021 (see invita-
tion in this issue)  Start plan your participation and get your cars ready for a restart of the 
car group gatherings so we can forget the past year and focus on all the fun we will have in 
2021! 

Chiao, 

Leif Neuman  

 

President’s message from the road:
 I recently found myself thinking back on the origins of my classic car interest. My first car, 
a 1964 Ford Anglia, was destined to become a future a classic thanks to Harry Potter. But 
the car that REALLY started it all was not a car at all... just a bunch of boxes with clanking 
parts and sheet metal sections that would become a Triumph TR2. 
 I remember picking the thing up, that we had to go to the seller’s apartment to retrieve the 
engine in parts from his closet. At the time, it seemed simple to dive into a hopeless project 
and figure out how to do it along the way. Now that I’m older though, I realize there’s a limit 
to what I can do. So now, I try not to bring home projects that will take too much effort and 
patience to complete. 
 But whatever your approach, whether you prefer to engage in complete nut-and-bolt 
retorations from the ground up or just keep it to minor stuff like me, I encourage you to get 
your cars ready for upcoming seasons events. It’s what we’re all here for, after all. 

Ciao, Leif Neuman
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