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AAUWNN Meeting 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
 
Program Organizer 
Marcia Horngren 

NCCWSL 
 

CWSL): Schoolcraft NCCWSL attendees along with Rhonda Doe 
 Our AAUW NN Branch has enthusiastically supported 
NCCWSL over the past nine years, providing transporta-

tion and/or tuition for a total of 20 attendees. This year 4 
Schoolcraft Community College students were able to par-
ticipate with our support. 

 To meet these dynamic NCCWSL participants and hear 
about their experiences and leadership activities, join us 

at our Branch Meeting on Tuesday September 14th 6:45 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Northville Art House, 215 W. Cady Street, 
Northville, Mi.  

 Featured speakers: Schoolcraft NCCWSL attendees 

along with Rhonda Donovan, Schoolcraft Community 
College NCCWSL liaison, Hinkle Center Resource Spe-

cialist.  
 
 As we return to in-person meetings, we will be fol-

lowing current CDC guidelines on indoor mask wear-
ing. Currently we will be wearing masks at our indoor 
events. 

 

This year, AAUW invites hundreds of college women 
from around the country for two days of leadership 
training, inspiration and networking at our National Con-
ference for College Women Student Leaders 
(NCCWSL). 

May 25-26, 2021 | Virtual NCCWSL 

 

https://www.aauwmi.org/
https://www.aauw.org
https://aauwnn.org/
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President’s Message 

Jane Hecker 

jhecker101@gmail.com 

THIS IS US  

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO  
  
 Well, here it is, Fall again – almost Fall as I 
write this in late August. Getting ready for a condo-wide Gar-

age Sale Saturday here at Blue Heron Pointe. I bet that sounds 
familiar – especially since we spent some of the year cleaning 

the basement and closets!  AND – we are looking forward to 
meeting together again. You will see from Patty’s message we 
are taking every precaution and following all current CDC and 

business guidelines.  

 I’m very excited to share our Board’s approval for a few 
other upcoming events to share the news about AAUW North-

ville-Novi and what a great organization we are! Read on: 

 Girls Who Code Clubs will launch at Schoolcraft College 

this Fall – a new opportunity for us to serve as volunteers 
while empowering girls in a Grades 3-5 or a Grades 6-12 
Club from 2-4pm each Saturday beginning September 11, 
2021 at the Vista-Tech facility on campus. Girls Who Code 

was founded years ago to offer tutorials in Scratch, Python, 

HTML, CSS, and JavaScript to help girls build the skills 
they will need in the future. No computer science experi-
ence is needed to be a volunteer!  Volunteers will be assist-

ing the facilitators and girls in a group of 25. We already 
have at least one member planning to volunteer. If you are 
interested, please contact Heddy Worden at 

hworden@schoolcraft.edu for more information and/or to 
apply.  

 2021 Northville Heritage Festival – September 17 and 
18, 2021 - The event begins with the popular Victorian Pa-

rade on Friday evening from 5pm-9pm. We will walk in the 
Parade as in the past. We have registered for a Non-profit 
booth likely on W. Cady Street Friday, September 17 rom 5-

9pm and Saturday, September 18 from 10am – 5pm. We 
will be advertising AAUWNN community projects, member-
ship benefits and information, and our upcoming Michigan 

Women Designer Fashion Show Luncheon scheduled for 
April 2, 2022. We will need lots of volunteers to woman 

our booth.  This is a great way to talk up our great organi-
zation and all we do to promote our mission in our commu-
nity. Please contact Mary Ann MacLaren, Communications 

Chair at info@aauwnn.org to volunteer.  

Continued on page 7... 
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 President 
Jane Hecker 

(734) 276-6160 

jhecker101@gmail.com 
 

Vice President Programs 

Patty Domin 
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pdomin@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President 

Membership/Diversity 

Karen Zyczynski 

(734) 718-341 
zyczynski2002@aol.com 

 

Secretary 
NBD 

Treasurer 

Joyce Murdock 

(734) 207-1942 

jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com 
 

Communication Chair 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

(734) 306-3991 

info@aauwnn.org 
 

Editor 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

(734) 306-3991 

info@aauwnn.org 
 

AAUW Mission 

The AAUW MISSION is to advance 

gender equality for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, and 

research. 
 

AAUW Diversity Statement 

AAUW values and seeks an inclusive 

membership, workforce, leadership 

teams and board of directors. There 

shall be no barriers to full participa-

tion in this organization on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, 

gender identity, geographical location, 

national origin, race, religious beliefs, 

sexual orientation, and socioeconomic 

basis. 

Update is published monthly, August 

through May, for the members and 

friends of the American Association of 

University Women Northville-Novi  

(MI)  

mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:hworde@schoolcraft.edu
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
https://aauwnn.org/
mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:pdomin@hotmail.com
mailto:zyczynski2002@aol.com
mailto:vincorinn@yahoo.com
mailto:jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
mailto:info@aauwn.org
mailto:info@aauwn.org
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Public Policy 

Mary Jane Kearns 

mjkearns1@outlook.com 

 
Strong Reasons to belong to AAUW… Spread the word! 

Michigan Publishes Priorities for Public Policy! 
2021-2023 

 

AAUW of Michigan Public Policy Priorities are developed by the AAUWMI Public 
Policy Committee in alignment with AAUW Public Policy Priorities (2021-2023) and 

approved by the AAUWMI Board. 

Education 

To support a strong system of public education that promotes gender fairness, 

equity, diversity and inclusivity, and to address the barriers and implicit biases that 
hinder the advancement of women and girls, our priorities focus on: 

 Vigorous enforcement of Title IX and all other civil rights laws pertaining to ed-

ucation 
 Adequate and equitable funding for and access to quality public education, in-

cluding early childhood education, for all students 
 Opposition to the use of public funds for nonpublic elementary and secondary 

education and to charter schools that do not adhere to the same civil rights 

and accountability standards as required of other public schools 
 Increased support for and protection of programs that meet the needs of girls 

and women in elementary, secondary, and postsecondary education, including 
strong promotion of science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) educa-
tion and comprehensive sexual health education 

 Increased support for and access to affordable higher education for women, in-
cluding alleviating the debt burden that disproportionately impacts borrowers 
of color and exacerbates the racial wealth gap. 

Economic Security 

To achieve economic security for all women, our priorities focus on: 

 Pay equity and fairness in compensation and benefits 
 Equitable access and advancement in employment, free from systemic barriers 

and biases, including vigorous enforcement of employment discrimination stat-

utes 
 Closing the gender and race gaps in leadership opportunities for women of all 

backgrounds 

 Greater availability of and access to a high standard of benefits and policies 
that promote work-life balance, including quality and affordable dependent care 

and paid family, medical, and sick leave 
 Programs that provide women with education, training, and support for suc-

cess in the workforce, including nontraditional occupations and women’s entre-

preneurship 
Continued on page 4... 

mailto:zyczynski2002@aol.com
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Public Policy continued from page 3… 
 
 Strengthening retirement benefits and programs, including pension improve-

ments and protecting Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid from privatiza-
tion 

 Increasing the number of quality jobs that pay a living wage 

Equality, Individual Rights, and Social Justice 

To guarantee equality, individual rights, and social justice for a diverse and in-
clusive society, our priorities focus on: 

 Vigorous enforcement of and full access to civil and constitutional rights, in-

cluding affirmative action and expanding voting rights 
 Self-determination of one’s reproductive health decisions 

 Universal access to quality, affordable health care and comprehensive family 
planning services, including expansion of patients’ rights 

 Freedom from violence and fear of violence, including hate crimes, in homes, 

schools, workplaces, and communities 
 Freedom in the definition of self and family, including protection from discrimi-

nation and a guarantee of civil rights for all family structures 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

      PROGRAM NOTES 
 

 

 The Program Committee has been working diligently all summer to prepare the 
2021-22 programs!  We have an interesting, varied program line-up that is sure to ap-

peal to you!  Please find the complete list on Page 6 in this month’s Newsletter! 

 As we return to in-person meetings, we will be following the most up-to-date 
CDC guidelines on indoor mask wearing.  Currently, we will be wearing masks 

at our indoor events. 

 We plan to have in-person meetings September-December, lunch meetings via 
ZOOM January-March and back to in-person April and May.  Currently, the venues we 

are using are Covid compliant and will be cleaned before and after our use.  Should the 
Covid situation change and in-person meetings are no longer allowed, we will revert 
back to the ZOOM format used last year.  We are also planning to record our in-person 

meetings and place them on the AAUW/NN website for members that are not able to 
attend. 

 We are looking forward to sharing a great year with you! 

VP Programs 

Patty Domin 

pdomin@hotmail.com 

mailto:pdomin@hotmail.com
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Information from our AAUW MI President 
 

 One of the ballot proposals open for voting last spring was the one about AAUW 
membership and degree requirements. The following is the message I received Satur-
day, August 28, 2021. I thought you might be interested in knowing this information:  

 
Jane,  

 
 “I have received data about the voting of Michigan members overall and also 
branch information in regards to the open membership amendment. We are not sure 

at this point in time if there will be another vote, but I thought you might be interest-
ed in the following information: 

 
 Michigan had 1856 eligible voters that are branch members.  Of the 1856, 350 
voted "yes" to permit open membership and 199 voted "no."  12 of the 1856 ab-

stained.  Therefore, there were 561 total quorum votes for branch members and 
63.75% voted affirmatively.   
 

 Michigan also had 573 eligible voters that are members-at-large (not branch 
members, but state members).  Of the 573, 23 voted "yes" and 10 voted "no."  There 

were 33 total quorum votes for members-at-large and 69.70% voted affirmatively. 
 
 For the Northville-Novi branch, 29 out of 80 eligible voters actually voted for a 

branch participation rate of 36.25%.  13 out of the 29 voters voted affirmatively for a 
44.83% affirmative vote. 

 
 Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about this data.   
 

Thanks, 
Jan Van Gasse 
AAUW of Michigan President” 



6                               SEPTEMBER 2021 

Northville-Novi (MI) update 

 

AAUW Northville-Novi 
2021-22 Programs 

 
 As we return to in-person meetings, we will be following the current CDC 

guidelines on indoor mask wearing.  Currently, we will be wearing masks at 
our indoor events.  
 
September 14  Northville Art House    6:45-8:30 P.M.  

Presentation and conversation from our NCCWSL scholarship recipients. 

Marcia Horngren, organizer 
 
October 12 Northville Art House  6:45-8:30 P.M.    

Better Way Designs.  A fair trade organization that supports women rescued 
from human trafficking.  Angie Schultz, presenter. 

Pat Noworyta, organizer 
 
November 9 Northville Art House  6:45-8:30 P.M. 

Issues facing Michigan’s Foster Care System.  Kari Klinski, VP Governmental 

and Community Relations, Spectrum Human Services.  As part of this program, 
we will  be collecting new or gently used luggage, totes, backpacks, etc., to give to 
children currently in foster care.  

Patty Domin, Organizer 
 
December 14 Holiday Event! 6:00-8:30 P.M. 

Living and Learning Enrichment Center, 801 Griswold St. (former Massey Man-

sion and Grounds) 
Caryn Doehler, Jane Domzalski and Jane Hecker, organizers 

 
January 11   via ZOOM   Lunch meeting 11:30-1:00 P.M. 

Fire and Fall Prevention in your home.  Novi Fire Department  

Rhonda York, organizer 
 
February 8 via ZOOM   Lunch meeting 11:30-1:00 P.M. 

Perficient and Hackbright Academy.  A company that focuses on helping, edu-

cating and employing under-represented women in the STEAM fields.   
Mary Ann MacLaren, organizer 

 
March 8  via ZOOM   Lunch meeting 11:30-1:00 P.M. 

Gardening to attract essential pollinators.  David Loenstein, PhD, Michigan 
State University 
Deena Alam-Parks, organizer 

 
April 12   Novi Police Station Training Room, 45125 W. 10 Mile    6:45-8:30 P.M. 

Women in History TRIVIA NIGHT!!  Snacks will be provided.   
Join us for a fun night of team trivia, snacks and prizes. 

Val Gagnon, Susan Schanne and Rhonda York, organizers 
 
May 10  BRAVO! Italian Kitchen, Northville 5:45-8:15 P.M. 

Annual Meeting 
Jane Hecker, Rhonda York and Patty Domin, organizers.   

Val Gagnon and Deena Alam-Park, decorations. 
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President’s Message continued from page 2… 

 

 Novi Chamber of Commerce “Fall Back to Business” – This is another oppor-

tunity to again feature ourselves out in the Novi community and tell our story. The 
event takes place Tuesday, September 21, 2021 from 8am – 10am on the patio of 

Novi Public Library. As an exhibitor we will have a booth and be able to provide 
“Save the Date” cards for our upcoming “Peek at the Unique” – the Michigan Wom-
en’s Design Fashion Show Luncheon now rescheduled again for Saturday, April 2, 

2022. We again will be able to share the benefits of AAUWNN membership. I hope 
you will volunteer to help us at our booth. Please contact Karen Zyczynski, Mem-
bership VP if you can.  

 AAUW MI GRANT  - We received a mini grant of $75 for expenses toward the cost 

of our ZOOM PRO subscription for 2021-2022 allowing us to continue the hybrid 

format we have set up for our Branch meetings this year. We also received a 20% 
discount on our subscription fee from ZOOM for this year! Yea for us! 

  

 `So, I wouldn’t ordinarily feature these events in my message to you, but I want to 
emphasize the return to “normalcy.” Thank you to everyone who has renewed their 
membership for 2021-2022! There is more to come that you can take pride in and en-

joy as we move “out of the woods. . . and into the future!”  

FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Janice Wargo is co-chair with Mary Ann MacLaren.  

 The board of directors at its meeting 
August 24, 2021 approved the following 

fundraising events: 

 Mah Jong tournament November 5, 2021 

 Mah Jong tournament May 6, 2022 

 Michigan Fashion Designer Showcase Luncheon April 2, 2022. 

Details will be in future newsletters. 

Financial Development 

Janice Wargp 

janicewargo@gmail.com 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

info@aauwnn.org  

Treasurer 

Joyce Murdock 

jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com 

DUES RENEWAL TIME  
 
 If you have not paid your dues, it's not too late.  Contact Joyce Murdock 

at jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com if you need more information. 

mailto:janicewargo@gmail.com
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
mailto:jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
mailto:jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
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$$$ PASSIVE FUNDRAISING $$$ 
 

Shopping, it’s what we all do well, several times a week. We visit Kroger for food and gasoline, 

browse the treasures of Amazon in our pajamas, and purchase  AAUWNN spirit clothing from Big 

Frog. You can EASILY add to the coffers of AAUW/NN by signing up with these three companies. A 

portion of your purchase will go directly into our account. You do not have to do a thing but shop! 

You know how to do that, don’t you??? Sign up now! 
 
 

KROGER  

Sign up for the Kroger Community Rewards Program to help AAUWNN achieve its financial goals! 

Go online to https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards. Sign in using your email 

address and designate American Association of University Women Northville/Novi as the recipient of 

your rewards. If you do not already have a Kroger Plus Card, you will be issued one. 
   
 

AMAZON 

Sign up to help AAUWNN in this silent fundraiser. Attach AAUWNN to your Amazon purchases by 

following the link on our website. You must search for our name exactly as shown below: 

American Assoc of University Women Northville Novi Branch Inc 

 

 

BIG FROG 

Sign up from the homepage of our website: https://aauwnn.org/ . Scroll down to Spirit Wear and click 

to be linked to Big Frog, Novi. 

 

https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards
https://aauwnn.org/
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Movie Goers 

Rhonda York, Contact 
  
  Movie Goers are not meeting 
at this time. For information con-
tact Rhonda York at rlyork03@gmail.com. 

Bridge Group 

Marian Brockie, Contact    
                                                   
 The Bridge Group current-
ly is meeting at Laurel Park 
Food Court area every 
Wednesday at 1:00 P.M.  For 
more information on joining contact Marian 
Brockie at mbrockie@umich.edu. 

Mah Jong 

Jane Hecker, Contact 
 
 The group meets every 
Friday 1:00—4:00 P.M. in a 
player’s home.  
 Jane is offering an American Mah Jong 
class starting September 13, 2021 from 
1;00—4:00 P.M at Jane’s home. There are al-
ready three members interested. It’s a great 

game for friendly play with a great group each 
Friday 1:00—4:00 P.M. at members’ homes.  
You do not need to purchase anything to join 
our 3-4 week class.  
 For to resigter please contact Jane Hecker 
at jhecker101@gmail.com  

Daytime Book Group 

Marian Brockie, Contact 
 
 Our September and October 
book discussions will take place at 
the Northville Art House, 215 W 
Cady St., Northville. We will meet 
outside at the picnic tables on 
September 10 at 10:00 A.M. If inclement 
weather we will do a zoom meeting. 
 The book discussion is “Soul of America: 
The Battle for Better Angels” by Jon Meacham 
and led by Tanya. For more information on 
joining this group please contact Marian 
Brockie at mbrockie@umich.edu. 

Evening Book Group 

Mary Jane Kearns, Contact 
 
 Our September book discus-
sion is planned for Monday, Sep-
tember 27 at 7:00 P.M. at the 
home of Lee Doyle. However, 
should plans need to change due 
to Covid, we will hold a Zoom meeting the 
same day and time. 
 The book discussion is “And the Moun-
tains Echoed” by Khaled Hosseini and led by 
Pat. Regular members need to respond to Lee 
at leedoyle@umich.edu by September 25.  
 New members are welcome. Please con-
tact Mary Jane at mjkearns1@outlook.com. 

Great Decisions     

Jean Hansen, Contact 
 
 Great Decisions will meet 
Tuesday, September 21 at 
1:30 P.M. via Zoom.  We will 
discuss "The End of Globalization?" from the 

2021 Great Decisions briefing book.  Marcia 
Horngren is our discussion leader. 
 We welcome guests and encourage new 
members. For additional information or a 
Zoom invite, contact Jean Hansen 
at jhansen_48167@yahoo.com. 

Fabulous Foodies 

Susan Schanne, Contact 
 
 Fabulous foodies will meet 
Wednesday September 8th at 
the Oak shelter at Maybury 
State Park for a pot luck lunch. 
Those interested in taking a walk before 
lunch, please plan to meet at 11:30 A.M. 
Those joining us for lunch, please plan to 
meet us at 12:15 P.M. For more information 
p lease  contac t  Susan  Schanne 
at susan.schanne@gmail.com  

Restaurant Rovers 

Joyce Murdock, Contact 
 
 The Restaurant Rovers are 

not be meeting at this time. 

For information contact Joyce Murdock at 

jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com. 

mailto:rlyork03@gmail.com
mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
mailto:leedoyle@umich.edu
mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com
mailto:jhansen_48167@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.schanne@gmail.com
mailto:jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND ACCESSORY DESIGNERS WHO DONATED IN LIEU OF THE 

MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON II. PLEASE FREQUENT THEIR BUSINESSES. 

Maria Okoh happyeye-

silk@gmail.com  

Hand painted silk scarves  

ART KREATIONS BY KELLY  

http://www.artkreationsbykelly.com/  

HTO Designs Helen O’Neal  

https://www.etsy.com/shop/ 

 

Refuge for Nations  https://refugefornations.com/  

GOWNS, CAPS, MASKS 

Refuge for a Nations is a nonprofit social enterprise committed to empowering refugee and 

immigrant women in the United States.  They are currently sewing reusable gowns, caps and 

masks for hospitals, nursing homes and custom orders.  AAUWNN appreciates the support 

Refuge for Nations provided by donating the Accessory Designer Fee to our organization. 

https://www.cfcu.org/
https://www.epiphanykitchens.net/
https://kellykellylaw.com/
https://www.wellnessliving.com/fitness/plymouth/plymouthmi-zmwlru/review/?id_mode=12
https://aauwnn.org/membership/
https://www.eastbrookedental.com/
https://www.originalhagopian.com/
https://www.veronicamurff.net/?cmpid=c5r9_blm_0001t
https://www.drtomei.com/
http://www.corriveaulaw.com/
https://www.billandrodsappliance.com/
https://pattimullen.com/
http://www.schoolcraft.edu/vistatech
mailto:happyeyesilk@gmail.com
mailto:happyeyesilk@gmail.com
mailto:happyeyesilk@gmail.com
http://www.artkreationsbykelly.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/
https://refugefornations.com/
https://www.tholzerford.com/
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Articles for the October 2021 issue due  

September 20 to: 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

info@aauwnn.org 

AAUW Northville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events 

visit the website for more information  at  
https://aauwnn.org/   

Board Meeting ...…………..…Fourth Tuesday, 6:45 P.M.   

Bridge Group……..……………...Wednesdays, 1:00 P.M. 

Mah Jong…………….…....…….…….Fridays, 1:00 P.M. 

Restaurant Rovers………….Third Wednesday, 6:00 P.M. 

Foodies …………………….First Wednesday, 11:30 P.M. 

Day Book Group………….….Second Friday, 10:00 A.M. 

Evening Book Group…………Fourth Monday, 7:00 P.M. 

Great Decisions ……………….Third Tuesday, 1:30 P.M. 

https://aauwnn.org/

