
AAUW Northville-Novi Branch 

Board of Directors Meeting 

November 24, 2020 

Virtual Meeting due to COVID-19 

 

 

Present: Mary Arnold, Joan Cotton, Patty Domin, Jane Hecker, Marcia Horngren, Mary Jane 

Kearns, Mary Ann MacLaren, Carol Murchison, Joyce Murdock, Corinne Vincent, Jan 

Wilhelm, Rhonda York, Karen Zyczynski  

Call to order: President Jane Hecker called the meeting to order at 6:57 p.m. A quorum (13 people) 

was present. 

Minutes: The October 27, 2020, minutes were approved as corrected and will be placed on file. A 

copy will be sent to Mary Ann MacLaren for the website. 

Treasurer’s report:  

 There are no corrections to the Treasurer’s report, which will be placed on file for audit. 

 The Treasurer’s report reflects the following balances as of 10-31-2020: 

o Checking $5986.60 

o Savings   $6874.72 

o PayPal   $155.22 

o Total Funds  $13,016.54 

o CFSEM endowment as of 9-30-2020: $118,667.69 

 Treasurer Joyce Murdock reported insurance was paid in the amount of $196. 

 Joyce requires an official AAUWNN email to conduct financial business. Subsequent discussion 

revealed that such an email would be advantageous for conducting all administrative business. 

Mary Ann MacLaren will develop a plan for a secure administrative email, then propose it to the 

board for their electronic vote. 

President 

 Jane Hecker engaged discussion on holiday charitable giving. This resulted in Corinne Vincent 

making the following motion, which was unanimously passed: Move that members send checks 

to food charities in their communities.  

 Jane will write an item for the December newsletter. 
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Vice President Programs 

 Patty Domin reported that she and Val Gagnon will lead members through gift wrapping at the 

December holiday party meeting. Supplies and recipes will be in the December newsletter. 

 Since January/February/March 2021 noon meetings will be held via Zoom, Patty suggested that 

attendees order their lunches from local restaurants and eat together virtually. Check the 

newsletters for meeting specifics. 

Vice President Membership/Diversity 

 Corinne Vincent reported six new members for a total AAUWNN membership of 88 (including 

one outstanding member and one lifetime member).  

 Corinne said potential members will be considered guests from now until March 2021, given 

that only an annual membership can be purchased. 

 Jane Hecker noted that she will send the phone call tree to Corinne to review membership 

accuracy. 

Financial Development 

 Mary Ann MacLaren said there has not been a Financial Development meeting since the MFDSL 

2021 Committee made their recommendation to cancel the fundraiser. Therefore, there is no 

fundraiser cancellation motion to put before the Board at this time. In response, members 

discussed and agreed it is best to cancel the fashion show due to the virus.  

 Karen Zyczynski will ask Lisa Meinzinger-Abraham and Janice Wargo to notify runway designers 

and accessory designers of the cancellation.  

 Karen noted that April 2, 2022, has been reserved at VisTaTech for MFDSL 2022. 

Public Policy 

 Karen Zyczynski said the Public Policy Committee, in keeping with the Five-Star Program, is 

considering inviting Michigan legislators and/or Congresswoman Haley Stevens to engage with 

the membership via Zoom. 

 Karen asked Corinne Vincent, because of her knowledge of the membership, to provide the 

names of members who might be good candidates for the Public Policy Committee. 

 See the December newsletter for Karen’s article identifying members who participated in the 

November election. 

Communication 

 Mary Ann MacLaren reminded attendees that newsletter items are due on the 20th of the month 

preceding the month of newsletter publication. 
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Educational Gifts and Legal Advocacy 

 Marcia Horngren reported that the check for the Greatest Needs Fund has been sent. 

 Schoolcraft College continues to work toward the National Conference for College Women 

Student Leaders scheduled May 26 – 29, 2021. However, Oakland Community College currently 

has a no travel policy. If that policy changes, Marcia said we will support their conference 

participation. 

 Both Novi and Northville High Schools will go forward with the AAUWNN scholarship program in 

2021. Novi High School has an electronic process in place. Marcia will speak with Northville High 

School about following Novi’s model.  

Bylaws, Policies and Procedures 

 Jan Wilhelm reviewed the bylaws and reported that since AAUW National has increased their 

dues, she does not believe there are any changes AAUWNN needs to make to the Affiliate 

Bylaws at this time. 

Interest Groups 

 Joan Cotton reported that the 2021 Great Decisions books are on order and will arrive after the 

first of the new year.  

 The Great Decisions Winter Book Event will take place in January and February on the third 

Tuesday of the month via Zoom. All members are invited to join the book discussion. See the 

newsletter for book titles and details. 

 To remain current on all interest groups, check the newsletter. 

Additional Comments 

 Mary Jane Kearns suggested that Jane Hecker share her password to ease the burden of Zoom 

scheduling. She also suggested that Mary Ann maintain a meeting schedule. 

 Mary Jane emphasized the importance of training the membership in using Zoom and 

identifying who needs help. It was decided that when checking in with members via the phone 

tree in early December, members would be asked about their need for Zoom assistance. Means 

of help include walking through the Zoom instruction sheet Jan Wilhelm received from the 

Women’s Club and/or scheduling a training session with a Women’s Club representative who 

has generously offered her time and knowledge.  

Adjourned: 8:41 p.m. 

Next Meeting:  January 26, 2021, at 6:45 p.m. via Zoom 

Submitted by Mary Arnold, Secretary 

 


