
AAUW Northville-Novi Branch 

Board of Directors Meeting 

October 27, 2020 

Virtual Meeting due to COVID-19 

 

 

Present: Mary Arnold, Joan Cotton, Patty Domin, Jane Hecker, Marcia Horngren, Mary Jane 

Kearns, Mary Ann MacLaren, Carol Murchison, Joyce Murdock, Corinne Vincent, Jan 

Wilhelm, Rhonda York, Karen Zyczynski  

Call to order: President Jane Hecker called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. A quorum (13 people) 

was present. 

Minutes: The September 22, 2020, minutes were approved and will be placed on file. 

Treasurer’s report:  

 There are no corrections to the Treasurer’s report, which will be placed on file for audit. 

 The Treasurer’s report reflects the following balances as of 9-30-2020: 

o Checking $6,146.10 

o Savings   $6874.14 

o PayPal   $155.22 

o Total Funds  $13,175.46 

o CFSEM endowment as of 6-30-2020: $112,255.50 

 Treasurer Joyce Murdock reported that annual report 990N for 2019 through June 30, 2020, has 

been filed with the IRS. 

Officers’ Reports: 

President Jane Hecker: 

 Summarized her attendance at a meeting of the Michigan state branches led by the Michigan 

AAUW President: 

o Michigan AAUW has a new website. 

o Michigan AAUW affords the opportunity of extending our reach beyond the branch. 

o National AAUW has not publicized a decision about raising dues, which will be shared 

with the membership once a decision is announced. 

 Pointed out that Constant Contact is a robust subscription service offering many features should 

the Communication Chair wish to review and have an interest in pursuing. 

 Will forward a copy of the Downriver Newsletter to the Communication Chair for another 

perspective on newsletter content/construction. 

 Said that Dianne McCulloch declined the position of Financial Development Chair. 
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Vice President Programs 

 Patty Domin reported that Cassels no longer has a banquet facility and other restaurants are not 

booking at this time due to COVID-19. Therefore, it was decided that our general meetings 

through March 2021 will be virtual.  

 Patty is scheduled to meet with Program Chairs throughout the state to share ideas and will 

report her findings at the next meeting. 

Vice President Membership/Diversity 

 Corinne Vincent identified three new members: Ann Cornille, Deena Alam-Parks and Marianne 

Pinkham for a total membership of about 85. 

 To encourage membership, she noted the following: 

o National AAUW continues to offer a new membership discount until December.  

o Re-examine how to attract members virtually.  

o Offer Zoom training to boost confidence in attending virtual meetings. 

o Personal, frequent phone calls are helpful to maintain member interest.  

Financial Development 

 Mary Ann MacLaren said next steps for fundraising will be based on decisions coming out of the 

next fashion show meeting on November 5th.  

 She will attend her high school virtual fundraiser and share ideas.  

Public Policy 

 Karen Zyczynski asked any member working on election day to take a selfie and submit the 

photo to her for publication in the newsletter. Also, remind folks to take ballots to a drop box 

because it’s too late to mail them. 

Communication 

 Mary Ann MacLaren has updated the email list to match the updated membership list.  

 December recipe ingredients will go in the November newsletter. 

Educational Gifts and Legal Advocacy 

 Marcia Horngren reported that Schoolcraft College is participating in the National Conference 

for College Women Student Leaders May 26 – 29. It was agreed that we will commit our support 

for this event. Marcia will check if Oakland Community College plans to participate. 

 Marcia will write a check for the Greatest Needs Fund. 

 Marcia has updated the scholarship statistics through 2020 and will make them available as 

requested. 

 In response to Novi High School’s query about our scholarship commitment in 2021, it was 

decided that we will provide two $1,000 scholarships. Marcia pointed out that the scholarship 

process will be done virtually at Novi HS.  
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Interest Groups 

 Joan Cotton reported that Great Decisions has ordered new study books. During January and 

February while they wait for the study books to arrive, this group will read and discuss current 

event books.  

 Both book discussion groups continue to meet monthly via Zoom. 

 See the newsletter for current information about each interest group. 

Additional Comments 

 Jane identified the Living and Learning Center in Northville as a possible giving opportunity for 

December. Additionally, Corinne proposed it might be a way for members to engage outside in a 

Spirit Day. Jane will follow up with a call to Rachelle Vartanian, Executive Director. 

 Explore ways in which a Zoom host can be assisted in conducting meetings, e.g., host focuses on 

running the meeting while someone else manages the technical aspects. 

Adjourned: 8:40 p.m. 

Next Meeting:  November 24, 2020, at 6:45 p.m. via Zoom 

Submitted by Mary Arnold, Secretary 
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