
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 27, 2022 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Mifflin Avenue United Methodist Church 

Pastor Russel contact information:  

                                                      Phone: (412) 735-5072     Email: Shulugarussel@gmail.com 

 

Welcome Visitors:  We are pleased you have chosen to worship with us today.  If you have questions 
concerning the service, please feel free to ask an usher or a person sitting near you. If you do not 
have a permanent church home, please consider joining us. May God bless your experience in 
worship with us today. We are here to serve, so please let us know how we might better serve you. 
Pastor Russel has an open-door policy. Anyone wishing to speak to the pastor is welcomed and 
encouraged to call. He is available 24/7.    

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP – 11:15 AM 

 

CELEBRATION THROUGH CENTERING 

PRELUDE                                                       ‘A Hymn Of Peace’                                                        S. Landon 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHIMES AND BRINGING FORTH THE LIGHT    
 
GATHERING WORDS 
No matter where you are in your thoughts and feelings—relieved about what you have accomplished, anxious 
about what’s left undone, concerned about people or projects—no matter where you are on your journey on 
this Fourth Sunday in Lent. I invite you to set everything aside and consider where you are right now. Whatever 
is true for you right now, in this moment, whether it be joy or sadness, gratitude or anxiety; let it come forward. 
When it is fully present, then listen…for God is present in these moments, too. God meets you where you are 
and calls you forward, moment by moment, guiding you slowly but surely toward transformation. 
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
As we extinguish the fourth candle, we acknowledge that God is with us, and that we may call upon God 
regardless of where we are or what we are feeling.  
 
HYMN  ‘Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross’ No. 301 (Refrain only) 

In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever, till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river. 
 
THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

CELEBRATION THROUGH ADORATION 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Pastor: From darkness and despair, from being lost and lonely, God calls us home 
 People: Even though we have been selfish and let God down, we are still called beloved. 
 Pastor: Remember the eternal love of God which has been poured out for you. 
 People: Our hearts rejoice at the wondrous ways in which God loves and forgives us. 
 Pastor: Remember that in all your ways you can trust in God’s compassion. 
 
*OPENING HYMN ‘God's Great Love Is So Amazing’ Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
 CONVERSE 8.7.8.7 D ("What a Friend We Have in Jesus") 
 

God's great love is so amazing! See — a shepherd with his flocks! 
Ninety-nine are safely grazing; one is lost among the rocks. 

That good shepherd goes and searches till he finds the one astray. 
So God says to fill our churches with the ones who've lost their way. 

 
God in love is always seeking! See — a woman with her broom! 

For a single coin she's sweeping every corner of the room. 
When it's found she calls each neighbor, telling friends from all around. 

So God says to search and labor till God's precious ones are found. 
 

God keeps waiting, searching, yearning! See — a father's heartfelt joy! 
Thankful for his son's returning, he runs out to greet his boy. 

To the angry older brother, hear the father's patient call. 
So God says to love each other, for in Christ, God loves us all. 

 
 
 



OPENING PRAYER 
Merciful God, you seek the lost sheep of your pasture; you call out to all who have strayed. As the 
father welcomed the prodigal son home, receive us back into your loving arms. Your steadfast love, O 
God, knows no bounds. Your loving embrace is always there for us. Be with us in our time of worship, 
that we may feel your presence and know that you are our true home. Amen.  
 
INTROIT ‘El Shaddai’ No. 123 

God Almighty, God, Almighty, the Most High God; 
age to age you’re still the same by the power of the name. 

God Almighty, God, Almighty, We will love you; 
We will praise and lift you high, God Almighty. 

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

 

CELEBRATION THROUGH PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
HYMN OF PRAYER ‘You Are My Hiding Place’ TFWS  No. 2055 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE ‘You Are My Hiding Place’ TFWS  No. 2055  
 

 

CELEBRATION THROUGH THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
  Pastor: O Lord, open our eyes, our ears our minds, and our hearts. 
 People: that we might behold wondrous things out of your word. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE  ‘Thy Word’ No. 601 (Refrain only) 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
 
FIRST LESSON  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ‘Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus’ No. 349 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.” 

 
 Pastor: The Lord be with you, 
 People: and also with you. 
 Pastor: A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
*THE GOSPEL IS READ Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 
 
*THE GOSPEL RESPONSE  
 Pastor: The Gospel of the Living Christ. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI No. 70 



CELEBRATION THROUGH PROCLAMATION 
 

SERMON ‘Hey! That’s Not Fair!’ Rev. Russel Shuluga 
 

CELEBRATION THROUGH COMMITMENT 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
THE LORD’S OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERTORY                                        ‘In Perfect Peace’                                                             S.K. Riggs  
 
*DOXOLOGY No. 95 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of overflowing abundance, you bless the earth and it brings forth food. We, who have been given 
so much, rejoice in our ability to aid those who are in need. As we present our offerings this day, bless 
these gifts, the bounty of this good land, that they may reach those who need it most. May we, who call 
ourselves Christ’s disciples, continue to give freely of our worldly riches, just as Christ gave freely of 
his heavenly riches. Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION THROUGH SENDING 
 

*BENEDICTION 
     Pastor: In Christ, we are a new creation.  
     People: In Christ, we are made anew.  
     Pastor: In Christ, the lost are found,  
     People: In Christ, we find our true home.  
     Pastor: In Christ, those who were dead find new life.  
     People: In Christ, those who drank bitter dregs are invited to God’s heavenly banquet.  
     Pastor: In Christ, we reside with the saints. 
 
 

 
 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE ‘Jesus, Remember Me”  No. 488 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 
*RECESSIONAL HYMN ‘There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy’ No. 121, vs. 1, 2 & 4 

 
*POSTLUDE                                         ‘Our Confidence and Strength’                                              R.J. Hughes 
 
 

 

WE TAKE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 


