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Message from
the President
Lisa Wilson, The Athletic

Welcome to the 2021 Associated Press Sports Editors summer
conference. It’s hard to believe we’re meeting in person for the
first time since the 2020 winter conference in St. Petersburg, Fla.
We have quite the lineup packed into four days in Las Vegas.
What happens in Vegas — at least in this case — is not intended
to stay in Vegas. Our panels and workshops will provoke
thought, meaningful dialogue and ideas that you can take back
to your newsrooms. There’s something for everyone: reinvention,
creative ways to cover sports betting, the future of access,
building an inclusive newsroom and the way we cover athletes
and mental health.
For the first time, we’ll honor two Red Smith Award winners: columnists Christine Brennan
(2020) and Sally Jenkins (2021). The pandemic delayed Brennan receiving her award, but what
a thrill it will be for the fourth woman president of APSE to introduce the third and fourth
consecutive woman to win the Red Smith. Come for the luncheon, stay for a panel featuring
Brennan and Jenkins on the changing role of the general interest sports columnist.
We’ll wrap up the week with a panel that highlights some of our best work of 2020, followed by a
first-in-a-long time Awards Brunch.
Earlier this year, APSE leadership had a decision to make: host an in-person conference or prepare
for a third straight virtual event. The option to push back to August, with more time to assure
safety protocols, enabled us to move forward with an in-person gathering. We thought it was
important to get together and share ideas and learnings as we emerge from a year like none other.
I’m really looking forward to seeing everybody this week. APSE conferences always have felt like a
journalism family reunion. It’s sure to feel that way again, this year more than ever.
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Message
from our host
Bill Bradley, Sports editor
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Welcome and thanks for coming to the APSE 2021 summer
convention, the first in two years and the second in Las Vegas.
The first time APSE came to Las Vegas in 2005, then
Review-Journal sports editor Joe Hawk hosted one of the most
memorable conventions.
Fast forward to 2021. The Las Vegas convention is no longer
seen as a novelty. It’s considered a prime location for the annual
event because of the weather, flight prices and the liberalization
of sports betting laws. The nation’s biggest sportsbooks are based
in Las Vegas.
Not only that, but after not having major league sports until
four years ago, Las Vegas is the fastest growing pro sports city
in the country. Now it’s the home of the MLB Golden Knights,
the NFL Raiders and the WNBA Aces. And, who knows, it
could soon be the home of the MLB Athletics, with an NBA
expansion team not far behind.
The decision to stage this year’s convention in Las Vegas didn’t
take as much hand-wringing by APSE as the first one, though
it will have just as much great content. It won’t have a stand-up
comic to kick it off, as we did in 2005. But whatever your reason
for coming, we will make it worth your time and expense report.
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“Whatever your
reason for coming,
we will make it
worth your time.”

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
PROUDLY SUPPORTS
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DAY 1 SCHEDULE

Sunday, Aug. 15
Registration
When: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Convention Center, third floor
Executive Committee/
General Membership Meeting
When: 4 p.m.
Where: El Dorado Ballroom
Presiding: Lisa Wilson, APSE president
Opening Reception
When: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Garden View Terrace
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DAY 2 SCHEDULE

Monday, Aug. 16
Registration
When: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Where: Convention Center, third floor
General Session
Let us in: The media’s return to full in-person access
When: 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom
The pandemic figures to be far less an issue when the new professional and college
seasons begin. So how will the working media, teams and leagues navigate this
return? What should we expect when it comes to in-person access to players,
coaches and front office personnel?

G. Potosky

Moderator: Gary Potosky, Philadelphia Inquirer
Gary Potosky has been sports editor of The Philadelphia Inquirer, which includes
the Philadelphia Daily News and inquirer.com, since 2015. He was deputy sports
editor of the Inquirer, and deputy sports editor of the Asbury Park Press (NJ) prior
to that. During Gary’s tenure, The Inquirer has been a Triple Crown winner and
has been judged Top 10 website in the largest APSE contest category. He is APSE’s
first vice-president.
Panelists
The legal angle: Gerry Ahern, The Detroit News
Ahern previously served as Editor In Chief of Golfweek magazine and Vice-President
of Content for the USA TODAY Sports Media Group. Ahern has held leadership
roles at the Stuart (Fla.) News, The (Norfolk) Virginian-Pilot, The (Chicago) Daily
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G. Ahern

Southtown, The Herald-Dispatch (Huntington, W.Va.), The Lansing (Mich.) State
Journal, The Orange County Register, the St. Paul Pioneer Press and Yahoo!
Sports. He served as president of APSE from 2012-2013, and is the longtime
co-chair of APSE's Legal and Ethics Committee. He is a Marquette graduate.
The editor’s angle: Roxanna Scott, USA TODAY
Scott is Managing Editor for Sports at USA TODAY. She is the former president
of the Association for Women in Sports Media (AWSM). She was previously
an assistant managing editor for USA TODAY Sports and managing editor of
Golfweek. She has directed coverage of seven Olympic Games at USA TODAY.
Scott also worked at The Dallas Morning News and is a graduate of the
University of Iowa.
The reporter’s angle: Keith Pompey, The Philadelphia Inquirer

R. Scott

Pompey is vice president of the Professional Basketball Writers Association. He
has covered the 76ers for eight years after previously covering Temple University
and high schools. Pompey has worked at The Sun News in Myrtle Beach, the
Valdosta Daily Times, and the Martinsville Bulletin. He is a graduate of the
University of Pittsburgh.

General Session Reinvention in a year like no other
When: 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom

K. Pompey

How did news organizations adjust during the pandemic? What did we learn,
what is here is stay and what should go away? Let’s compare notes. And vent!
Moderator: Jorge Rojas, The Athletic
Jorge Rojas is the deputy managing editor of The Athletic College Football.
He has been with the company since 2018. He worked at the Miami Herald
for 24 years — 14 as executive sports editor. He was an associate editor at
The Sporting News and copy editor at the Orlando Sentinel before taking the
job as an assistant sports editor in Miami. His work at the Herald included
coordinating and supervising coverage of many big events — Super Bowls, NBA
Finals, World Series, college football championships, NASCAR championships
and seven Olympics — and several high-profile news stories, including the 2016
death of José Fernandez, which won national awards and was nominated for a
Pulitzer. His sections consistently won APSE awards along with state, regional
and national recognition.
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J. Rojas

Panelists
Katie McInerney, Boston Globe
Katie McInerney is the assistant sports editor of the Boston Globe, where
she manages the web side of the department. She previously worked at The
Philadelphia Inquirer as an editor and producer, and as a designer at the
Houston Chronicle and the Tulsa World. She is a 2012 Syracuse graduate.
Paul Barrett, The Seattle Times
Paul Barrett has been sports editor of The Seattle Times since 2016. His Seattle
tenure began as an assistant sports editor in 2015. The Times has won three
Grand Slams and two Triple Crowns in the APSE contest under his guidance,
including its first Grand Slam in the largest circulation category this year. Before
joining The Times, he was an assistant sports editor at The Arizona Republic
and night sports editor at the Miami Herald. A Seattle native, he is a 1990
graduate of Washington State University.

K. McInerney

Keynote Luncheon
When: 12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. • Where: Savoy Ballroom
Guest Speaker: Carolyn Peck, Las Vegas Aces color analyst
Former WNBA and women’s college basketball coach Carolyn Peck is the color
analyst for the Las Vegas Aces. One of the most accomplished figures in women’s
basketball, Peck also serves as an analyst for ESPN and the SEC network.

P. Barnett

Peck originally joined ESPN in 2001 and returned in 2007 as a basketball analyst
for women’s college basketball, the NBA and the WNBA. Peck went back to
coaching for the 2017-2018 season as an associate head coach at Vanderbilt, and
then returned to ESPN shortly thereafter.
Peck was head coach at the University of Florida, where she orchestrated the
greatest one-season turnaround in program history (2003-2004). Prior to taking
the helm at Florida, Peck was the head coach of the former WNBA franchise
Orlando Miracle for three seasons (1999-2001), a stint that included a trip to the
2000 WNBA playoffs.
Through her time at Florida and at Orlando, Peck contributed game and studio
analysis for ESPN’s coverage of the WNBA and women’s college basketball.
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C. Peck

Before joining the professional ranks as a coach, Peck won the 1999 NCAA
women’s championship as head coach at Purdue, becoming the first AfricanAmerican woman coach to do so, while also earning many coach-of-the-year
honors. In addition, Peck has served as an assistant coach for USA Basketball
(1997 and 2004), the University of Tennessee (1993-95) and the University of
Kentucky (1995-96).
She played basketball at Vanderbilt University from 1985-88 and averaged 10.6
points and 5.8 rebounds a game. Peck graduated from Vanderbilt University with
a bachelor’s degree in communications.
SOURCE: ESPN Press Room

General Session
Building diversity: How to find, attract and retain a diverse staff
When: 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom
Diversity has never been more important in journalism, but hiring is just one piece
of a multi-step process in creating a diverse and inclusive sports department that
reflects our audience and who we cover. This discussion will include strategies to
find and track diverse talent and how to retain precious hires by building support
systems and development opportunities. You’ll learn from the successes and
failures of others and take home ways to improve your hiring and retention efforts.

D. Shelton

Moderator: Don Shelton, APSE Foundation
The longtime sports editor of The Seattle Times and two other newspapers,
Shelton retired in 2019 as the executive editor of The Times. A member of APSE
since the early 1980s, he served in several roles for the organization and now is
executive director of the APSE Foundation, a nonprofit created to support APSE’s
Diversity in Leadership Fellowship program and other diversity initiatives. He also
teaches journalism at the University of Idaho, his alma mater.
Panelists
Stef Loh, The Seattle Times
Stef Loh is the features editor of The Seattle Times. She is a graduate of APSE’s
Leadership in Diversity Fellowship program and previously was a reporter at The
Dominion Post, The Patriot-News and San Diego Union-Tribune before being
hired to cover college sports in Seattle and being promoted to assistant sports
editor. The University of Oregon graduate is past president of the Association for
Women in Sports Media and the Football Writers’ Association of America.

APSE 2021 Conference Guide | 11

S. Loh

Reina Kempt, The Courier-Journal
Reina Kempt is the sports director of The Courier-Journal in Louisville.
She previously was deputy sports editor at The Advocate in Baton Rouge,
La., sports designer at the USA TODAY Network and The Oklahoman
and assistant sports copy editor at The Tuscaloosa News. She is a
graduate of the APSE Diversity in Leadership Fellowship program and
earned a journalism degree from Louisiana Tech University.
R. Kempt

A. Sherrod Blakely, Boston University
A. Sherrod Blakely is the NBA Front Office Insider for Bleacher
Report, creator and co-host of the A-List Podcast and lecturer at Boston
University. He has more than 20 years of experience as a multi-media
journalist, diversity advocate and educator. The graduate of Syracuse
University is the new chair of the APSE Diversity committee and twoterm chair of the National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) Sports
Task Force. He previously covered the NBA for NBC Sports Boston and
MLive.com, and college sports for the Raleigh News & Observer.

A. Blakely
Erik Hall, USA TODAY
Erik Hall is the USA TODAY Network’s lead social media and digital
producer for sports. He previously served as social media director for the
You Can Play Project and assistant sports editor of The Roanoke Times.
He has been a frequent contributor to OutSports and is a board member
for The Association of LGBTQ Journalists. The graduate of APSE’s
Diversity in Leadership Fellowship program earned a Master’s at the
University of Missouri and a bachelor’s at the University of Illinois.
E. Hall
Gregory Lee, Boston Globe
The senior assistant managing editor for talent and community returned
to the Boston Globe in 2020 after eight years as senior assistant sports
editor. The former president of the National Association of Black
Journalists (NABJ)’s new role includes leading newsroom recruitment
efforts. The graduate of Xavier University in Louisiana previously was
senior managing editor of The Athletic DC and also worked at the
Times-Picayune in New Orleans, Washington Post, Sun-Sentinel in Fort
Lauderdale, NBA.com and Turner Sports.
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G. Lee

M. Giarrusso

H. Rumberg

B. Bedlan

O. Dixon

Workshop A conversation with AP editors
When: 3:45 p.m. to 5 p.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom
Learn about what is in the works at The Associated Press, including expanded content around sports betting
and fantasy, AP’s coverage of the Olympics, AP Newsroom improvements and more. Come chat with Michael
Giarrusso, AP’s assistant managing editor and global sports editor; Barry Bedlan, global text products director;
Howie Rumberg, deputy sports editor; and Oscar Dixon, regional sports editor for the South.
Panelists
Michael Giarrusso is an assistant managing editor and the global
sports editor for The Associated Press, overseeing more than 100 fulltime journalists around the world. He is on the board of the News Media
Coalition, which fights access restrictions to events around the world, and
is a member of the International Olympic Committee’s press working
group. He has worked for AP since 1992 and is based in New York.
Howie Rumberg is the deputy sports editor for AP and has spent all
but two of his 21 years at AP in Sports. Howie is the AP’s beat leader for
the NFL and tennis, and he oversees international sports, including the
Olympics and World Cup. He is based in New York.
Barry Bedlan is global director of AP’s text, data and new markets products, which includes overseeing
management of AP’s sports products. He started his career with AP in 1995 helping cover sports in his native
Nebraska and from there has worked in various departments at AP. He is based in Dallas.
Oscar Dixon is an assistant sports editor for AP, managing the 13-state South region, including 20 AP staffers
and more than 125 freelancers. Oscar is AP’s beat leader for the NBA and horse racing and is instrumental in
coordinating college football bowl coverage. He has worked for AP since 2008 and is based in Atlanta.

APSE 2021 Conference Guide | 13

Workshop
Small organizations share ideas on covering high schools and more
When: 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. • Where: El Dorado
With staff and resources shrinking, the task of covering our communities
continues to get harder. Join a discussion of how smaller markets are facing the
challenge and working around their limitations.
Moderator: Ed Reed, Gannett Florida
Ed Reed is Deputy Sports Editor for Gannett Florida, overseeing the state’s
17 daily sports sections. Reed has been based out of The News-Press in Fort
Myers for more than 21 years. He started as a staff writer at The News-Press
and was promoted to assistant sports editor and then editor more than 13 years
ago. During that time, he held additional duties as the breaking news editor
and business editor. Reed shepherded The News-Press into increased digital
and social media coverage as the organization moved from print-focused to
mobile. He is APSE’s third vice-president.
AP Newcomer’s Reception
When: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. • Where: Garden View Terrace
Sponsored by: The Associated Press
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E. Reed

DAY 3 SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Aug. 17
Registration
When: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Where: Convention Center, third floor
General Session
Best practices for covering sports gambling
When: 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. • Where: El Dorado
Since the changes in laws governing Sports Betting by the Supreme Court two
years ago, coverage of the topic has exploded. Sports Betting is ripe for readership
and page views. But there are many ways to cover it and many niche subjects
to tackle. This panel discusses how they cover sports betting as well as how that
coverage might change as more organizations decide to cover it.

B. Bradley

Moderator: Bill Bradley, Las Vegas Review-Journal
Bill Bradley has been sports editor of the Review-Journal since September 2015.
He came from the NFL Network, where he produced the league's health and
safety website for three years. Since then, the R-J has won an APSE Grand Slam
and a Triple Crown. It was part of his foray into digital journalism that saw him
previously create four websites, including one that used student journalists to cover
Division I colleges. The Northern Arizona University grad previously was sports
editor of the Sacramento Bee and the Nashville Tennessean and deputy sports
editor at the Arizona Republic and St. Paul Pioneer Press.
T. Dewey

Panelists
Todd Dewey, Las Vegas Review-Journal
Todd Dewey covers sports betting for the Review-Journal. Prior to taking over that
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beat in January 2017, he covered UNLV football, 51s baseball and a wide range
of other events that came to Las Vegas. A graduate of the University of Central
Florida, Dewey joined the Review-Journal in 1999 and was the 2013 Nevada
Sportswriter of the Year.
Patrick Everson, Props.com
Patrick Everson is vice president of content for Props.com. He is responsible for
developing videos/articles/social media content as he reports on the sportsbook
and sports betting scene nationwide. Previously, Patrick was a senior writer for
Covers.com, and he’s provided content in the sports betting space for more than a
decade. He also spent two decades at the Las Vegas Review-Journal, where he was
an award-winning journalist.
P. Everson

Doug Kezirian, ESPN
Doug Kezirian hosts ESPN’s daily sports betting program — Daily Wager — that
launched in March 2019. He also is ESPN’s sports betting analyst. He has covered
sports betting for more than 15 years. He joined ESPN as a SportsCenter anchor
in July 2012 and has hosted several other ESPN programs, including NBA Tonight
and Friday Night Fights. Prior to joining ESPN, Kezirian was the Sports Director
for KTNV-TV in Las Vegas.
General Session
Athletes, mental health and the role of traditional media
When: 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. • Where: El Dorado
Naomi Osaka dropping out of the French Open after declining to do postgame
interviews has led to a larger discussion in the media. What responsibility does
the media have when athletes are having a personal or media crisis? What did we
overlook? Are athletes getting fed up with the media? Why did some applaud Simone
Biles’ decision at the Olympics, but others didn’t? We also will discuss Kwame Brown’s
assault on the media for its criticism of him long after his career ended. Is he right?

D. Kezirian

Moderator: Leon Carter, The Athletic
Leon Carter has been the editorial director for talent and development at The
Athletic since February. Carter’s sports journalism career began in 1981 as a
copy editor at The Courier-Journal in Louisville. He spent more than a decade as
executive sports editor at the New York Daily News. Under his leadership, the Daily
News was a frequent APSE Triple Crown winner and won numerous other national
awards. Carter joined ESPN in 2010 and helped launch ESPN New York and has
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L. Carter

overseen ESPN local sites in Boston, Dallas, Chicago and Los Angeles. Carter
helped create the Sports Journalism Institute in 1992, a program to train women
and minorities for careers in sports journalism. NABJ honored Carter for his work
with SJI in 2009 with its Legacy Award, and the Missouri School of Journalism
lauded him in 2015 with its Honor Medal for Distinguished Service.
Panelists
Jerry Bembry, ESPN’s The Undefeated
Jerry Bembry is a senior writer/video producer for ESPN’s The Undefeated, a site
that focuses on sports, race and culture. Bembry is a graduate of Ohio Wesleyan
University. He began his career as a news reporter with the Courier-News (N.J.)
before moving to The Baltimore Sun. After seven years as a news reporter
Bembry shifted to the sports department at The Sun, and became the paper’s
NBA writer. He was also the host at the launch of The Baltimore Sun High
School Sports Show. He has also worked at ESPN The Magazine, where he was
an editor and senior writer.

J. Bembry

Iliana Limón Romero, Los Angeles Times
Iliana Limón Romero is deputy sports editor at the Los Angeles Times. She
joined The Times in March. She previously was the sports editor at the Orlando
Sentinel and co-founder of the website Pro Soccer USA. Limón Romero is chair
of the Association for Women in Sports Media and co-chair of the National
Association Hispanic Journalists Sports Task Force.

I. Limón Romero

Rob Parker, FS1
Rob Parker is a sports analyst at FS1 in Los Angeles. He also co-hosts a national
sports-talk radio show with Chris Broussard called “The Odd Couple” on Fox
Sports Radio, writes a column for Deadspin.com and is an adjunct professor at
USC. Parker was the first black sports columnist for the Detroit Free Press in
1993, and in 1995 he became the first black sports columnist at Newsday. Parker
was also the first African American to cover the Cincinnati Reds when he was
hired by The Cincinnati Enquirer in 1991. Parker was named the National
Association of Black Journalists’ Sports Task Force Journalist of the Year 2018.

R. Parker

Red Smith Luncheon
When: 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. • Where: Savoy Ballroom
Honorees: Christine Brennan (2020) and Sally Jenkins (2021)
Presenting: George Solomon, former sports editor, Washington Post
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G. Solomon

General Session
The changing role of the general interest sports columnist
When: 2:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom
Once the job title every sports writer aspired to attain, the general interest sports
columnists, our modern-day Red Smiths, are becoming an endangered species,
replaced by sport-specific columnists. Four of the nation's best still in that role discuss
what is gained by keeping them in place and what is lost if they all disappear.
Moderator: Bill Eichenberger, Las Vegas Review-Journal

B. Eichenberger

Bill Eichenberger is executive director of APSE, having been in that role for four
years. He's a former senior editor at Bleacher Report and sports editor at the Wall
Street Journal, Newsday, the Akron Beacon-Journal and Macon (Ga.) Telegraph.
He's currently an assistant sports editor at the Las Vegas Review-Journal,
directing NFL and college coverage.
Panelists
Christine Brennan is an award-winning sports columnist for USA TODAY, a
commentator for CNN, ABC News, PBS NewsHour and National Public Radio, a
best-selling author and a nationally-known speaker. Brennan was the first president
of the Association for Women in Sports Media and started a scholarship-internship
program that has supported more than 175 female students. Brennan has covered the
past 19 Olympic Games, summer and winter, and previously worked at The Miami
Herald and The Washington Post. She is the 2020 Red Smith Award winner.
Sally Jenkins began her second stint at The Washington Post in 2000 after
spending the previous decade working as a book author and as a magazine writer.
She was named the nation’s top sports columnist in 2001, 2003, 2010 and 2011
by the Associated Press Sports Editors. She is the 2021 Red Smith Award winner.
She is the author of 12 books, four of which were New York Times bestsellers, most
recently the No.1 “Sum It Up” with legendary basketball coach Pat Summitt. She
is also the author of “The Real All Americans,” the historical account of how the
Carlisle Indian School took on the Ivy League powers in college football at the
turn of the century and won. Her work has been featured in Smithsonian, GQ
and Sports Illustrated. Jenkins graduated from Stanford.
Bill Plaschke has been a Los Angeles Times sports columnist since 1996. He has
been named top sports columnist in the APSE’s large newspaper category eight
times. He has also been honored with top columnist awards twice by both the
Society of Professional Journalists and National Headliner Awards. He is the
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C. Brennan

S. Jenkins

B. Plaschke

author of six books, including his latest, “Paradise Found,” the story of the fireravaged 2019 Paradise High football team, due to be published by HarperCollins
on Nov. 2. Plaschke is also a panelist on the popular ESPN daily talk show,
“Around the Horn.”
Kurt Streeter writes the Sports of The Times column for The New York Times.
He has a particular interest in the connection between sports and broader society,
especially regarding issues of race, gender, identity and justice. Before coming to
The Times in 2017, he was a senior writer for ESPN The Magazine. He was also
a general assignment reporter at the Baltimore Sun and spent 15 years at the Los
Angeles Times, where he wrote about everything from crime to transportation to
religion, and was a columnist.
Workshop
Overview of Google tools for sports reporting

K. Streeter

When: 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom
Learn about all of the free Google tools that can help your newsroom build
interactive charts, maps, visualizations and more. This is a hands-on
workshop, so be sure to bring your laptop and smartphone.
Tools we’ll cover: Google Flourish, Google Dataset Search, Mapchecking,
Google Earth Pro, data scraping with Google Sheets and Tabula (scraping PDFs).
Handout: https://bit.ly/spjresources
Prior to the session, participants should set up a free account at
Google Flourish: https://flourish.studio
Moderator: Mike Reilley
Mike Reilley is an SPJ digital trainer who has taught Google News Initiative
tools to more than 8,500 journalists and educators in the past six years. He also
is co-founder of and trainer in the MediaShift Training Network and the founder
of Penny Press Digital LLC, a consulting and training company. He teaches data
multimedia journalism at the University of Illinois-Chicago. Reilley is a former
reporter at the Los Angeles Times and web editor at the Chicago Tribune, and
he has been a faculty member at Northwestern, Arizona State, and DePaul
University. He holds journalism degrees from the University of Nebraska and a
masters from Northwestern. Reilley founded and updates the research site The
Journalist’s Toolbox (journaliststoolbox.org) for SPJ and runs the Chicago data
site, The Red Line Project (redlineproject.org).
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M. Reilley

DAY 4 SCHEDULE

Wednesday, Aug. 18
Registration
When: 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. • Where: Convention Center, third floor
General Session
How we did it: APSE award winners discuss the stories of the year
When: 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. • Where: E Dorado Ballroom
A look at some of the best projects or stories of the year from our contest. A session built around great journalism.
Moderator: Naila-Jean Meyers, Star Tribune
Naila-Jean Meyers is the senior assistant sports editor at the Star Tribune in
Minneapolis and the incoming second vice-president of APSE. She oversees
coverage of the Vikings/NFL and the Olympics and the department’s digital and
audience strategy. She joined the Star Tribune in January 2020 after 15 years in
the sports department of The New York Times. She also previously worked at the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch and The Sporting News.
Awards Brunch
When: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. • Where: Savoy Ballroom
Closing Executive Committee Meeting
When: 1:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. • Where: El Dorado Ballroom
Presiding: Gary Potosky, incoming APSE president
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N. Meyers

2021 Grand Slam
Winners

Los Angeles Times
(Division A)

The Seattle Times
(Division A)
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2021 Grand Slam
Winners
SPECIAL PULLOUT
FRIDAY, Nov. 6, 2020

20 PAC-12 FOOTBALL PREVIEW 20

QUICK DRAW

After eight seasons of the Air Raid, Washington State must adjust
on the fly to new coach Nick Rolovich’s run-and-shoot offense.

Las Vegas Review-Journal
(Division B)

The Spokane Spokesman-Review
(Division C)

MORE INSIDE

JOHN BLANCHETTE:
PASS-HAPPY IN PULLMAN

At WSU, the impact of throwing the ball
is both more and less than you’d expect.

FURTHER REVIEW:
COUGARS’ FIRST-YEAR COACHES
How have head coaches done in their initial
season at WSU? We’ve got the answer.

LAKE DIVES RIGHT IN AT UW

Defensive specialist Jimmy Lake, a Spokane
native, hopes inconsistent offense contributes
enough to keep Huskies in the hunt.
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2021 Sponsors
GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
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APSE Leadership
Lisa Wilson, President
Lisa Wilson is managing editor/NFL for The Athletic, directing the site’s NFL
coverage since September 2018. She worked as senior editor/sports for ESPN’s
The Undefeated, which explores the intersections of race, sports and culture,
from 2017-18. She was executive sports editor of The Buffalo News from 2011-17.
During her tenure, The News earned two Grand Slams (2014 and 2012) and three
Triple Crowns (2011, 2013 and 2015) in the Associated Press Sports Editors’ annual
contest. The Buffalo native started at The News as a copy editor and layout editor
in 1998 and was promoted to assistant sports editor in 2007. A 1991 graduate of Canisius College, she worked at
the Niagara Gazette in Niagara Falls, N.Y. from 1992-98 as a sports reporter, features editor and sports editor.

Gary Potosky, First vice president
Gary Potosky has been sports editor of The Philadelphia Inquirer, which includes the
Philadelphia Daily News and inquirer.com, since 2015. He was deputy sports editor
of the Inquirer, and deputy sports editor of the Asbury Park Press (NJ) prior to that.
During Gary’s tenure, The Inquirer has been a triple crown winner (2017) and has
been judged Top 10 website in the largest APSE contest category. The Middlesex,
N.J., native earned journalism and history degrees from Rutgers University (New
Brunswick, N.J.) in 1987. Gary has attended every national conference since 2015,
and every judging conference since 2014. He has been Commissioners Committee chair since 2016.

Jorge Rojas, Second vice president
Jorge Rojas has been the managing editor of The Athletic/Florida since 2018.
Previously, Jorge was the longtime sports editor at the Miami Herald, where he
worked for 24 years (14 as executive sports editor). He was an associate editor
at The Sporting News and copy editor at the Orlando Sentinel before taking
the job as an assistant sports editor in Miami. His work at the Herald included
coordinating and supervising coverage of many big events — Super Bowls, NBA
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Finals, World Series, college football championships, NASCAR championships and seven Olympics — and
several high-profile news stories, including the 2016 death of José Fernandez, which won national awards
and was nominated for a Pulitzer. His sections consistently won APSE awards along with state, regional and
national recognition. A native of Miami and a 1985 journalism graduate from the University of Florida, Jorge
has been a member of APSE since 2000. He served as the diversity chairman for more than a decade and
has been a fixture on the Olympic, Commissioners and Futures committees. Along with Michael Anastasi, he
helped launch the APSE Diversity Fellowship and was instrumental in securing a two-year, $31,500 grant from
the Knight Foundation for the Fellowship in 2016.

Ed Reed, Third vice president
Ed Reed is Deputy Sports Editor for Gannett Florida, overseeing the state’s 17
daily sports sections. A transplanted Bostonian in Florida, Reed has been based
out of The News-Press in Fort Myers for more than 21 years. He started as a
staff writer at The News-Press and was promoted to assistant sports editor and
then editor more than 13 years ago. During that time, he held additional duties
as the breaking news editor and business. Reed shepherded The News-Press into
increased digital and social media coverage as the organization moved from
print-focused to mobile. Before moving to Florida, Reed worked at the Independent newspaper at Boston
University, spent a year at the weekly Holyoke Sun in Holyoke, Mass., as sports editor and spent three years at
the MetroWest Daily News in Framingham, Mass.

Bill Eichenberger, Executive Director
Bill Eichenberger, an assistant sports editor at the Las Vegas Review-Journal, is a
former senior editor at Bleacher Report. He’s also served as New York sports editor
at the Wall Street Journal and as sports editor at Newsday, the Akron Beacon
Journal and Macon Telegraph. He teaches journalism at UNLV and is a graduate
of the University of Georgia. He was president of APSE for the 2003-04 term.

Glen Crevier, Conference coordinator
Glen Crevier retired in November 2018 after 20 years as assistant managing editor
for sports at the Star Tribune in Minneapolis, and 43 years in daily journalism.
He was previously sports editor at the News Tribune in Tacoma, Wash., and the
Santa Rosa (Calif.) Press Democrat. After graduating from Hiram (Ohio) College
in 1975, he was a sports columnist for the Arizona Daily Star in Tucson, Ariz., and
the Sacramento Union. Crevier has been involved with APSE since 1988, and he
was president of the organization in 2005-06.
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2020 Red Smith
Award Winner
Christine Brennan

By Kamryn Walker • SJI Class of 2020
Christine Brennan, the 2020 Red Smith award winner, broke glass
ceilings while lighting the way for women in sports journalism.
The spotlight shined on Brennan in 1985 when she became the first
female to cover Washington’s NFL team at The Washington Post,
and the first woman in the team’s locker room.
“It was certainly unacceptable,” Brennan said of the lack of equal
access in those days. “The locker room is a workplace. Can you
imagine that a man can go into the workplace and a woman cannot?”
George Solomon, a former Red Smith recipient and then sports editor at The Post, spoke with
then-NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle about the inequity. Rozelle later mandated equal locker-room
access for men and women writers.
“If me being on the beat had any small part to play in that decision, that’s wonderful,” Brennan said.
“It should have happened before that.”
Her role as a trailblazer is one reason Brennan, a Toledo, Ohio, native, was named the Red Smith
Award winner in 2020. Brennan is now a sports columnist and follows the Olympics for USA TODAY.
She also is an author and does commentary for ABC News, PBS NewsHour, NPR and CNN.
Brennan was the first female sports reporter at the Miami Herald before accepting what she calls “the
job of my dreams” at The Post. “I felt like I walked into the pages of a journalism textbook,” she said.
Her own life-changing opportunities inspired Brennan to help organize the Association for Women in
Sports Media. As AWSM’s first president, she was instrumental in creating a scholarship-internship
program. “I wanted to be able to give back because I have been given so much,” she said.

APSE 2021 Conference Guide | 26

2021 Red Smith
Award Winner
Sally Jenkins

By Siera Jones • SJI Class of 2021
We all have people in our lives who set the gold standard — a
person we strive to impress and whose approval we chase. When
Washington Post columnist Sally Jenkins was named the 2021 Red
Smith Award winner, her name was added to a long list of her role
models but, most importantly, she reached the gold standard set by
her late father, Dan Jenkins.
Sally Jenkins was a finalist for the 2020 Pulitzer Prize in
commentary. She’s also been named APSE top sports columnist
and Society of Professional Journalists columnist of the year four times each. But this award had a
deeper meaning.
“The call came on a very strange but meaningful anniversary,” Jenkins said, referring to the second
anniversary of her father’s death. Dan was one of the best sportswriters of his time, and when he won
the 2013 Red Smith Award, Sally introduced him at the ceremony.
“I still write for him,” she said, “still kind of hear his voice in my head and feel like I’m sort of trying to
write to his standard.”
Jenkins’ career has been characterized by boldness in addressing social issues in sports. “Sally is fearless
in being willing to take on any institution or individual,” Post sports editor Matt Vita said.
Former sports editor George Solomon, who gave Jenkins her start as a columnist, calls her a great writer
with “a unique take on sports and society.” She’s also the fourth woman in a row to win the Red Smith.
Two of those, Sandy Rosenbush and Christine Brennan, also saw their careers take off under Solomon.
“George, who hired me, Chris and Sandy, made a concerted effort to hire women,” Jenkins said. “The
Red Smith Award is great because of my dad, but it’s also great because of George.”
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Past Red Smith
Award Winners
1981
Red Smith

1991
Dave Kindred

2001
John Steadman

2011
Bill Millsaps

1982
Jim Murray

1992
Ed Storin

2002
Dick Schaap

2012
Frank Deford

1983
Shirley Povich

1993
Tom McEwen

2003
George Solomon

1984
Fred Russell

1994
Dave Anderson

2004
Jimmy Cannon

1985
Blackie Sherrod

1995
Richard Sandler

2005
Mary Garber

1986
Si Burick

1996
Bill Dwyre

2006
Joe McGuff

1987
Will Grimsley

1997
Jerome Holtzman

2007
Van McKenzie

1988
Furman Bisher

1998
Sam Lacy

2008
W.C. Heinz

1989
Edwin Pope

1999
Bud Collins

2009
Vince Doria

2020
Christine Brennan

1990
Dave Smith

2000
Jerry Izenberg

2010
Mitch Albom

2021
Sally Jenkins

APSE 2021 Conference Guide | 28

2013
Dan Jenkins
2014
Wendell Smith
2015
Bob Ryan
2016
Leigh Montville
2017
Henry Freeman
2018
Terry Taylor
2019
Sandy Rosenbush

Diversity Fellows
Michelle R. Martinelli (@MMartinelli4)
Michelle is a writer and editor at For The Win/USA TODAY Sports, where she
has been covering college football, NASCAR and other motor sports since 2017.
She is also a reporter, writer and producer for The Sneak, a serialized true crime
podcast from USA TODAY and FTW. She received her undergraduate degree
from Michigan State and her master's in journalism from Northwestern University.

Rachel Lenzi (@rachelmlenzi)
Rachel is a college/high school enterprise reporter at The Buffalo News. A
Maryland native and a graduate of Chatham College for Women in Pittsburgh,
she has covered high school, college and professional sports at newspapers and in
digital in Pennsylvania, Texas, Colorado, Maine, Ohio and Michigan. She served
on the Association for Women in Sports Media board from 2014-19.

Marquel Slaughter (@MarquelSports)
Marquel is a sports reporter at the Democrat and Chronicle in Rochester, N.Y.
The Buffalo native is a 2010 graduate of Canisius College. He joined the ninth
class of the Associated Press Sports Editors’ Diversity Fellowship Program in 2019.

Thomas Scott (@T_ScottBE)
Thomas is a sports editor for the Beaumont Enterprise in Beaumont Texas.
Before joining the Enterprise, he was the sports reporter, photographer and sports
editor for the Selma Times Journal. A native of Atlanta, Georgia, he graduated
from Morehouse College (2013) and later the S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications at Syracuse University (2014). He has been an APSE member
since 2018 and was selected to the 2019 class of the APSE Diversity Fellowship.
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APSE Bulletin &
SJI Class of 2021
News and information about APSE and the summer conference, produced and reported
by the Sports Journalism Institute Class of 2021 can be found by clicking here or going to
sportsjournalisminstitute.org and clicking on the “Latest news” link.

Here is the roster of the SJI Class of 2021
• Kennedy Byrd, University of North Carolina, interning at ESPN
• C
 arly Ebisuya, University of Oregon, interning at the Denver Post
• C
 ora Hall, Ferris State University, interning at the Kansas City Star
• Jarod Hamilton, N.C. A&T State University, interning at the Tuscaloosa News
• R
 yan Herrera, University of Missouri, interning at the Houston Chronicle
• S
 iera Jones, Norfolk State University, interning at The Courier-Journal (Louisville)
• C
 laire Kuwana, Northwestern, interning at The Commercial Appeal (Memphis)
• R
 yan McFadden, University of Maryland, interning at The Baltimore Sun
• C
 hristian Ortega, University of Florida, interning at USA TODAY
• D
 aniela Perez, University of Texas, AWSM Scholar
• Victor Prieto, University of Florida, interning at The Tennessean
• K
 ristian Rhim, Springfield College, interning at the Boston Globe
• M
 eghan Rominger, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, interning at SI.com
• F
 rancisco Rosa, University of South Florida, interning at the Knoxville News Sentinel
• A
 mna Subhan, Arizona State University, interning at the Southern California News Group
• Myah Taylor, University of Texas, interning at Yahoo! Sports
• Trevor Trout, University of Southern California, interning at FoxSports
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Future Conference
Dates & Locations
2022
Feb. 20-23: Winter conference and judging, Doubletree Suites, Lake Buena Vista, FL.
June 15-18: Summer conference, IUPUI and The Alexander Hotel, Indianapolis.

2023
Feb. 19-22: Winter conference and judging, Doubletree Suites, Lake Buena Vista, FL.
July 9-12: Summer conference, Flamingo Hotel & Casino Las Vegas.

2024
Feb. 18-21: Winter conference and judging, Doubletree Suites, Lake Buena Vista, FL.

Plaques
To order Top 10, first, second or third place plaques, contact Bunkie Trinite Trophies,
12 E. Grace Street, Richmond, VA 23219; (804)-648-2416 or Chris.Bunkie@globalweb.net

Stay Updated
Click here to read the latest APSE news or visit sportsjournalisminstitute.org/resources/main
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