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Hate speech 

 

 Our laws as they stand are 

unequipped to deal with the 

challenges of hate speech.  

 The laws commonly invoked in such 

cases are Section 295A (blasphemy) 

and Section 153A of the Indian Penal 

Code (creating enmity between 

classes of people). 

 The second problem is that hate 

speech, by its very nature, will not 

always trumpet itself to be hate 

speech. Rather, it will often assume 

plausible deniability. 

 If, therefore, social and legal norms 

against hate speech are to be 

implemented without descending 

into pure subjectivity, what is 

needed first is a social consensus 

about what kind of speech is beyond 

the pale. 

THE HINDU 

Appointment EC 

 

 Given that the ECI is the institutional 

keystone holding up the edifice of 

Indian democracy, we suggest that 

changes in the appointment process 

for Election Commissioners can 

strengthen the ECI’s independence, 

neutrality and transparency.  

 The appointment of Election 

Commissioners falls within the 

purview of Article 324(2) of the 

Constitution, which establishes the 

institution.  

 Pertinently, it contains a ‘subject to’ 

clause which provides that both the 

number and tenure of the Election 

Commissioners shall be “subject to 

the provisions of any law made in 

that behalf by Parliament, be made 

by the President”. 

 This ‘subject to’ clause was 

introduced, in the words of Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar, to “prevent either a fool 

or knave or a person who is likely to 

be under the thumb of the 

Executive”. 

 It was left to Parliament to enact 

legislation regarding the 

appointment of Election 

Commissioners. 

 Apart from enacting a law in 1991, 

which was subsequently amended to 

enlarge the number of Election 

Commissioners from one to three, 

Parliament has so far not enacted 

any changes to the appointment 

process. 

 In 1975, the Justice Tarkunde 

Committee recommended that 

Election Commissioners be 

appointed on the advice of a 

committee comprising the Prime 

Minister, the Lok Sabha Opposition 

Leader and the Chief Justice of India.  

 This was reiterated by the Dinesh 

Goswami Committee in 1990 and the 

Law Commission in 2015.  

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs January 13 by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

 The Fourth Report of the Second 

Administrative Reforms Commission 

additionally recommended that the 

Law Minister and the Deputy 

Chairman of the Rajya Sabha be 

included in such a Collegium. 

 “Election Commission is not only 

responsible for conducting free and 

fair elections but it also renders a 

quasi-judicial function between the 

various political parties including the 

ruling government and other parties.  

 Accordingly, the Executive cannot be 

a sole participant in the appointment 

of members of Election Commission. 

 A Bench comprising the then Chief 

Justice of India, J.S. Khehar and 

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud had also 

noted in 2017 that “The Election 

Commissioners supervise and hold 

elections across the Country, and 

this is the significance of their office, 

and their selection has to be made in 

the most transparent manner.”  

 The Bench referred to the mandate 

of Article 324(2) of the Constitution 

to state that, “it is expected from 

Parliament to make the law, but it 

has not been made. 

 Parliament would do well to pre-

empt judicial strictures by going 

ahead and formulating a law that 

establishes a multi-institutional, 

bipartisan Collegium to select 

Election Commissioners. 

THE HINDU 

 

INVESTIGATION INTO GOOGLE 

 

 The decision of India’s competition 

watchdog to order investigations 

into Google, following allegations by 

the country’s digital news publishers 

that it has broken antitrust laws, 

marks a significant moment in a 

country where the fortunes of the 

news media industry have been on a 

downward path. 

 For, governments in many countries 

such as Australia and France have 

used their political capital in recent 

years to try and correct the 

enormous imbalance that exists 

between big technology companies 

that control news in the digital 

sphere today and the traditional 

journalism industry that keeps the 

wheels of news running, thereby 

also creating the basis for the 

conversations that are so important 

in a democracy. 

 The investigations have been 

ordered on the basis of a complaint 

by India’s Digital News Publishers 

Association, which has alleged that 

Google not only dominates the 

market for information but also 

abuses this dominance.  

 It does so, the association has 

alleged, by not providing a fair share 

of the advertising monies and by not 

providing adequate information. 
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 It has also complained that it does 

not get paid for the news snippets 

that appear in ‘search’.  

 The association’s broader point is 

that the terms of engagement are 

“unilaterally and arbitrarily” dictated 

by the tech platform, and there is 

nothing its members can do about it.  

 The imbalance of power and the 

denial of a fair share of revenue will 

be questions that the watchdog will 

be interested in exploring. 

 The news media industry, which 

invests in journalists, has struggled 

to stay afloat while the big tech 

platforms have become more and 

more powerful. 

 But the Australian case is one of a 

rare intervention by a government in 

publisher-platform relationships. 

THE HINDU 

Universities and innovation 

 

 Innovation requires establishing 

ecosystems, which requires building 

institutional frameworks and 

research infrastructure.  

 To build ecosystems, we should start 

by connecting institutions nearby.  

 Facilitating easy access to tools and 

equipment for each other’s’ 

students and faculty, creating an 

open, inclusive atmosphere, and 

encompassing each other’s 

strengths should follow that.  

 Building research infrastructure 

should be envisioned for an 

ecosystem rather than an institution.  

 Such a system will use optimal 

resources. The initial funding to build 

large research infrastructures needs 

to come from the public exchequer.  

 Government funding is the initiator 

of turning ideas into workable 

solutions in science and technology-

led innovation. 

 Once kick-started, the start-up 

companies need to be financed by 

private investors, like angel investors 

and venture capitalists 

 The universities are incentivised 

while providing a physical space with 

technical and legal help for 

individual faculty-driven innovations 

to get commercialised. 

 Proper legal frameworks are needed 

for university-driven innovation to 

mature. 

 After consultations and 

modifications, Parliament needs to 

pass the Protection and Utilization of 

Public Funded Intellectual Property 

Bill (PUPFIP), 2008. 

 While STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics) 

subjects will lead innovation out of 

the university campuses, it is 

essential to broaden the reach to 

cover all streams within the liberal 

arts. 

 Universities need to engage a 

broader group with integrated 
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curricula incorporating all 

disciplines' best practices.  

 Additionally, the university curricula 

need to get away from focusing 

exclusively on awarding degrees on 

broad subjects to providing 

vocational training towards 

developing students' skills for a 

specific task 

 The time has come for the 

universities in India to provide value 

outside of their traditional niche of 

creating knowledge and teaching.  

 Sustained public funding to build 

world-class research and 

development infrastructure and 

hiring the best faculty in our 

university system are the first steps 

to realising this dream. 

 Equally important is encouraging 

and providing the faculty the 

freedom to dive more into the space 

without sacrificing critical thinking. 

THE HINDU 

Reaping India’s demographic 
dividend 

 

 As fertility declines, the share of the 

young population falls and that of 

the older, dependent population 

rises.  

 If the fertility decline is rapid, the 

increase in the population of 

working ages is substantial yielding 

the ‘demographic dividend’. 

 With the passage of time, the share 

of the older population rises and that 

of the working age population begins 

to fall and hence the dividend is 

available for a period of time, ‘the 

window of demographic 

opportunity’. 

 Without proper policies, the 

increase in the working-age 

population may lead to rising 

unemployment, fueling economic 

and social risks.  

 This calls for forward-looking policies 

incorporating population dynamics, 

education and skills, healthcare, 

gender sensitivity, and providing 

rights and choices to the younger 

generation.  

 With falling fertility (currently 2.0), 

rising median age (from 24 years in 

2011, 29 years now and expected to 

be 36 years by 2036), a falling 

dependency ratio (expected to 

decrease from 65% to 54% in the 

coming decade taking 15-59 years as 

the working age population), India is 

in the middle of a demographic 

transition.  

 This provides a window of 

opportunity towards faster 

economic growth. India has already 

begun to get the dividend. In India, 

the benefit to the GDP from 

demographic transition has been 

lower than its peers in Asia and is 

already tapering. 
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Steps needed 

 Invest more in children and 

adolescents. India ranks poorly in 

Asia in terms of private and public 

human capital spending. 

 Make health investments. Health 

spending has not kept pace with 

India’s economic growth. The public 

spending on health has remained flat 

at around 1% of GDP 

 Make reproductive healthcare 

services accessible on a rights-based 

approach. We need to provide 

universal access to high quality 

primary education and basic 

healthcare. 

 Education is an enabler to bridge 

gender differentials. The gender 

inequality of education is a concern. 

 In India, boys are more likely to be 

enrolled in secondary and tertiary 

school than girls. 

 India needs to increase female 

workforce participation in the 

economy 

 India needs to address the diversity 

between States.  

 While India is a young country, the 

status and pace of population ageing 

vary among States. Southern States, 

which are advanced in demographic 

transition, already have a higher 

percentage of older people. 

 a new federal approach to 

governance reforms for 

demographic dividend will need to 

be put in place for policy 

coordination between States on 

various emerging population issues 

such as migration, ageing, skilling, 

female workforce participation and 

urbanisation. 

THE HINDU 
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