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USA Report on South China 
Sea 

 

 
 The U.S. laid out its most detailed 

case yet against Beijing’s “unlawful” 

claims in the South China Sea, 

rejecting both the geographic and 

historic bases for its vast, divisive 

map. 

 In a 47-page research paper, the 

State Department’s Bureau of 

Oceans and International 

Environmental and Scientific Affairs 

said China had no basis under 

international law for claims that 

have put Beijing on a collision course 

with the Philippines, Vietnam and 

other Southeast Asian nations.  

 “The overall effect of these maritime 

claims is that the PRC unlawfully 

claims sovereignty or some form of 

exclusive jurisdiction over most of 

the South China Sea,”  

 In 2016, an international court sided 

with the Philippines in its complaints 

over China’s claims. 

 The South China Sea is home to 

valuable oil and gas deposits and 

shipping lanes, and Beijing’s 

neighbours have frequently voiced 

concern that their giant neighbour 

was seeking to expand its reach. 
THE HINDU 

 

Forest report 

 Forest and tree cover in the country 

has increased by 2,261 square 

kilometres since the last assessment 

in 2019, according to the India State 

of Forest Report-2021 released. 

 The total forest and tree cover was 

80.9 million hectares, which 

accounted for 24.62% of the 

geographical area of the country.  

 The report said 17 States and Union 

Territories had more than 33% of 

their area under forest cover. 

 The report found that there had 

been a 1,540 sq. km increase in 

forest cover and 721 sq. km increase 

in tree cover since the last report in 

2019. 

 “Increase in forest cover has been 

observed in open forest followed by 

very dense forest. Top three States 

showing increase in forest cover are 
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Andhra Pradesh (647 sq. km) 

followed by Telangana (632 sq. km) 

and Odisha (537 sq. km), 

 Madhya Pradesh had the largest 

forest cover, followed by Arunachal 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and 

Maharashtra.  

 The top five States in terms of forest 

cover as a percentage of their total 

geographical area were Mizoram 

(84.53%), Arunachal Pradesh 

(79.33%), Meghalaya (76%), 

Manipur (74.34%) and Nagaland 

(73.90%). 

 The total mangrove cover in the 

country had increased by 17 sq. km, 

to reach 4,992 sq. km. The total 

carbon stock in forests was 

estimated to be 7,204 million 

tonnes, an increase of 79.4 million 

tonnes from 2019. 
THE HINDU 

Xenotransplantation 

 

 Xenotransplantation is the process 

of grafting or transplanting organs or 

tissues between members of 

different species. 

 Dhaniram Baruah, a cardiothoracic 

surgeon based in Sonapur near 

Guwahati, transplanted the organs 

of a pig into a human body in 1997. 

However, Dr. Baruah’s 

xenotransplantation procedure 

ended badly. 

New chairman of ISRO 

 

 This year, the harvest festival brings 

a change at the helm for the Indian 

Space Research Organisation (ISRO), 

with S. Somanath who heads the 

Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) 

at Thiruvananthapuram taking over 

as its chairperson.  

 He succeeds K. Sivan, who also came 

to head ISRO after having led the 

efforts at VSSC. 

 Until a few years ago, ISRO had 

remained largely preoccupied with 

deriving socio-economic benefits 

from space technology and 

applications that were used by the 

Government of India and some 

international collaborations.  

 Of course, these ventures had a 

strong industry participation, but 

privatisation reforms have been 

pursued hard recently.  

 The first announcement came in 

2019, with the New Space India 

Limited (NSIL) being floated in 

March, and the commercial arm of 

ISRO was more firmly established. 

 Apart from building and launching 

satellites, the company will provide 

launch services, build customised 

launch vehicles, provide services of 

Earth observation and 

communication through satellites 

and also transfer technology to 

Indian industry.  
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 As a sequel to the establishment of 

NSIL came the announcement of the 

creation of the Indian National Space 

Promotion and Authorization 

Centre, in June 2020 a channel 

through which non-governmental 

private enterprises can carry out 

space activities. 

 Lagrangian point one (L-1)  

 Lagrange points are positions in 

space where objects sent there tend 

to stay put.  

 At Lagrange points, the gravitational 

pull of two large masses precisely 

equals the centripetal force required 

for a small object to move with 

them. These points in space can be 

used by spacecraft to reduce fuel 

consumption needed to remain in 

position. 

 Lagrange Points are positions in 

space where the gravitational forces 

of a two body system like the Sun 

and the Earth produce enhanced 

regions of attraction and repulsion. 

These can be used by spacecraft to 

reduce fuel consumption needed to 

remain in position. 

 Lagrange points are named in honor 

of Italian-French mathematician 

Josephy-Louis Lagrange. 

 There are five special points where a 

small mass can orbit in a constant 

pattern with two larger masses. 

  
 THE HINDU 

SC on PM breach 

 

 An impartial inquiry into a politically 

contested incident is always 

welcome. Earlier this month, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s convoy 

was stranded on a flyover near 

Ferozepur in Punjab for about 20 

minutes.  

 Treating this as a serious security 

lapse, and taking note of the 

potential for partisan inquiries, the 

Supreme Court has appointed its 

former judge, Justice Indu Malhotra, 

to lead an inquiry.  

 Other members of the probe 

committee comprise the DGP of 

Chandigarh, a senior officer of the 

National Investigation Agency, the 

additional DGP (security) of Punjab, 

and the Registrar-General of the 

Punjab and Haryana High Court. 

 The court official has already 

secured the records related to the 
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Prime Minister’s tour programme on 

that day. 

 One hopes the probe, which has 

been constituted only to avoid one-

sided inquiries at the instance of 

either the Union government or the 

State government, will give a quietus 

to the raging political controversy.  

 None will disagree that once the 

matter was taken to the apex court, 

only an inquiry of this nature will 

steer clear of partisan politics, 

especially in the backdrop of the 

incident emerging as an exploitable 

issue in the elections to five State 

Assemblies.  

 The Union government’s show-

cause notice to the Chief Secretary 

and DGP of Punjab, demanding a 

response within 24 hours, evoked 

some resentment from the Bench. 
THE HINDU 

Liberal economies 

 

 Economies are not doing well.  

 The benefits of growth are being 

sucked up to the 1% on the top; 

‘trickle down’ to those below has 

diminished.  

 With every global crisis the financial 

crisis of 2007-08 and the ongoing 

COVID-19 crisis the rich get richer 

while millions at the bottom fall off• 

the ladder. Inequalities of wealth 

have increased around the world 

and India is becoming one of the 

world’s most unequal countries. 

 Political symptoms of the disease are 

the weakening of democracy and 

secularism.  

 Its economic symptoms are 

inequities within economies and an 

unsustainability of economic 

growth.  

 The socio-political and economic 

pathologies are inter-related. 

 ‘Privatisation’ of everything became 

another ideological imperative in 

economics by the turn of the 

century.  

 Selling off public enterprises raises 

resources for funds-starved 

governments. 

 When ‘public’ is converted to 

‘private’, rich people can buy what 

they need.  

 In fact, they can buy more with their 

higher incomes even if the services 

become more expensive better 

health care as well as better 

education for their children at the 

world’s best schools.  

 The children of wealthier people 

with better education have greater 

access to opportunities in the future 

also.  

 The gaps between the haves and the 

have-nots become larger. 
THE HINDU 
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