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(left to right) W.O. Wayde Simpson SARtech from 
442 T&R Squadron, BC Provincial Training Officer 
Kym Trask and Captain Dave Agnew.

Dave Agnew was the pilot of C-GNXV in 1996 who 
was rescued by W.O. Simpson.

In a remarkable turn of events, Agnew devoted his 
life to search and rescue, joining the RCAF and 
becoming a SAR pilot.     Story on page 3.

Photo: YT PTO Greg Schaffer (USAF - retired)
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Alton King, Director General
PEP Air - CASARA

This has been a very busy summer and fall for myself and the 
rest of the Executive. After a long search in June for the missing 
couple out of Lethbridge to Kamloops which unfortunately had 
no satisfying results, the search was called off after twelve days. 
PEP Air flew many hours on this search utilizing twenty-seven 
aircraft and crews from SWE, CTL and SEA Zones.

The Executive started Town Hall Meetings throughout the 
province. These were well received in all eighteen areas and I 
for one think that we got more bang for the buck than if we had 
done it some other way or means. Meeting the members on a 
one to one basis was good for the Executive and I’m sure that 
all the members appreciated meeting us as well. We may do it 
again next year or the year after, if funding is available. Many 
ideas came out of these meetings on what we should spend the 
grant money we received from the Province of BC. At the Zone 
Commander meeting in late October they were presented with 
a list of items that they put in order of their preference and the result was to purchase inReach, 
survival kits for all our aircraft, one FlIR unit for trials and the rest of the funds to be spent on noise 
cancelling headsets. I’m happy to say that we now have purchased the inReach units and will have a 
final decision of which survival kits to purchase next week.

While on the Town Hall tour, there were a few items that we discovered that needed immediate 
attention and one was a map plotter for the Kelowna SHQ. After doing some research we found one 
that was a couple of years old, but in perfect condition for way less than the price of a new one. It 
was purchased and delivered to the Kelowna SHQ in August. They have reported that it is working 
100%. Also we replaced two SHQ base radios and antennas, one for Kamloops and one for Kelowna.

I’m happy to say that I have sent out a few Certificates of Appreciation to members at the request of 
the AADs and Zone Commanders throughout the province and I would like to remind all that these 
and plaques are available for your members who have gone a little above and beyond.

We are now able to import all our 1:250 maps into ForeFlight. Thank you to Keith Bjordahl and Steve 
Van Wagoner for all they did in getting the maps converted to MapTiler and having them put on the 
web page (www.pepairmaps.ca) for our members to download. We had a small problem in the 
beginning, but with our two members and the help of ForeFlight the problem was resolved quickly. 
We are still hoping to get all the NavCanada data to put on our maps. If you have any suggestions on 
these maps, please let me know and I’ll try to have those ideas implemented on the next generation 
of our maps.

Our Provincial Training Officer Kym Trask and his Assistant Pat McSorely have started some Field 
Training in the province. They are going around to the areas and doing a refresher course for 
navigators on Fridays and Saturdays, then on Sundays they are doing a refresher for all the Search 
Coordinators. The units that have already received this training are saying that it is well done and 
required. Thanks to both for taking the time to do this necessary training.

We recently updated the Provincial Policy Manual 
and now have completed the first Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP). Both are available on 
the web site and in the folder on ForeFlight.
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Kym Trask
BC Provincial Training Officer
PEP Air (an Associate Member of CASARA)

The crash site of 
G-HWH in 1996,
photo taken by
Captain Robert
Evans.

On 7 July 1996, PEP Air aircraft C-GHWH, 
a Piper Warrior (PA 28-151), departed 
Nelson airport around 1225 PDT searching 
for aircraft C-GNXV, (also a Piper Warrior 
PA 28-151), reported missing on 6 July 
1996. 

As is often the case of a potential major 
search other zones are placed on standby. 
At the time of this SAR I was an active SAR 
pilot and Area Air Deputy of Boundary Bay 
(CZZB) in SWE Zone BC. The SAR tasking 
area was east of Nelson and west of 
Cranbrook - in the vicinity of Snowcrest. 
Mountain (9,500' ASL) and the search type 
was mountain contour.

'Rescue GHWH' reported “Ops Normal” at 1300L. At 1340L the crew of a CH-115 Buffalo searching for 
GNXV noticed smoke and proceeded to its origin to find a downed aircraft. There were no survivors and 
the SARtechs did not parachute to the crash site. On his very first actual SAR flight First Officer Lt. Robert 
Evans noted that a fire was still burning at the crash scene odd as the aircraft was reported missing the 
previous day. He photographed the crash scene. 

Continued on next page.

A 21 Year Circle
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The weather in the vicinity of the accident was clear, 10 C, winds from NW at 20 knots. The only 
reported turbulence was near mountain peaks. Several search pilots reported smooth flight conditions 
in the mountain valleys and cirques, although one stated he encountered a smooth updraft of 1,000' 
per minute.

The wreckage was located at 5,800' ASL on a 35-degree slope. Density altitude was calculated as 
6,400'. Performance calculations indicate that maximum climb performance at this altitude and the 
aircraft at its calculated max gross weight were 370 fpm at 87 mph. All three crew perished from 
“stalling and entering an uncontrolled descent to the ground from which recovery was not possible.' 
The PEP Air SHQ lost comms with 'Rescue GHWH', there was confusion and concern for the crew.

Ultimately another CC-115 Buffalo was able to locate the original search object, north of Nelson in the 
vicinity of Mount Cooper (10,150' ASL), later that same day. The pilot, Dave Agnew  and one 
passenger (a child) spent the previous night at high altitude, one female passenger (in the co-pilot 
seat) perished. The survivors were rescued by SARtech W.O. Wayde Simpson in a CH-113 Labrador.

Earlier this year in March, the Volunteer SAR Memorial was dedicated on the grounds of the British 
Columbia Legislature. During the April Executive and Zone Commander Meeting in Victoria, PEP Air 
members walked over to the memorial to pay our respects (see photo) to the eleven crew who have 
perished in the line of duty, including the crew of GHWH. 

At the 2017 National SAREX in Hamilton, Ontario in September I met CH-146 Flight Engineer W.O. 
'Marty' Gagnon of 424 T&R Squadron adjudicating the helicopter precision competition. We spoke 
about CASARA and the recent unveiling of the memorial. Although I was aware of the identity of the 
pilot of GNXV, I was unaware of his exact billet. After the crash of GNXV, its pilot Dave Agnew, 
undertaking 'build-up time' towards his commercial pilot's license, decided to devote his life to 
professional search and rescue. He entered the RCAF, became a CH-146 SAR pilot and is now at 
424 T&R Squadron, Trenton.

Continued from previous page. 

Continued on next page.

Major Marty Zimmer and NCLO 
Major Claude Courcelles.

Photo: Kym Trask
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On 28 September 2017 the Gala Event and Awards 
Ceremonies were conducted for the National SAREX. 
After the final award, the 'Lt Col. Colin Goodman National 
SAR Excellence Award' (photo at left) was presented to 
the winning CASARA aircrew from Quebec City, a turbine 
helicopter could also be heard descending into the John 
C. Munro Hamilton International Airport where the
NSAREX was conducted.

After a long arduous search initiated by a person 
reporting a wrecked catamaran washed ashore near 
Sarnia, that caused two military aircraft to be tasked, a 
SAR Griffon landed. The crew disembarked led by W.O. 
Marty Gagnon who introduced me to Captain David 
Agnew (the pilot of GNXV from 1996). While I was talking 
to him, along came W.O. Simpson SARtech from 442 
T&R Squadron who had saved Dave's life in 1996. They 
had not seen each other for a long time and greeted 
each other as brothers. While the three of us kept 
chatting I enquired as to who may have piloted the 
Labrador helicopter. It was none other than (now) Major 
'Marty' Zimmer, formerly of 442 Sqn. and now the 424 
Sqn. CLO, who worked in NSAREX Ops for CASARA 
(see photo). All four of us chatted about that SAR of more 
than twenty years ago. I understand from first hand 
testimony that the cause of the crash of GNXV was 
'terrain rapidly rising to meet the aircraft'. The Warrior is a 
150hp aircraft.

While we chatted I thanked Captain Agnew for his time, 
input, and lifelong dedication so 'that others may live.' I 
believe his story is inspiring, and renews in us the desire 
to quickly and effectively locate souls at risk, so that they 
too may return to a fulfilling life. Rarely do we have the 
opportunity to meet those we are tasked to locate/rescue, 
let alone one whose life has been so positively influenced 
by our actions that he leads by example.

Continued from previous page. 

Brigadier General Michel Lalumiere 
standing beside the CASARA 

National SAR Excellence Award
Photo: Kym Trask

Lt. Robert Evans is now Captain Robert Evans CC-115 AC and 442 Sqn. CASARA CLO 
for BC and the Yukon. Bob and I work very closely to conduct evaluations in all six 
zones in BC.

The Sarnia catamaran skipper swam to shore and was home resting and dry, unaware a 
major search had been launched to find him.

Ref: C-GHWH TSB Aviation Occurrence Report (Issued 5 March 1997)
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Light My Fire!

Don Cadman
Zone Commander NE

WO Dave Knubley from 
442 Squadron came out to 
explain various fire 
starting methods to PEP 
Air and GSAR members. 
At left, Hugh Dery and 
Natasha McIntyre work on 
fire in a can.   

Photos: Don Cadman
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Brian Dunham
Executive  Committee  Member

The world, and its technology is advancing at an ever-increasing 
pace. This is particularly noticeable in the day-to-day operations 
and training within PEP Air, as I am sure it is within all the 
thirteen member organizations that comprise CASARA. Along 
with the great benefits that this new technology brings, there are a 
myriad of associated risks that we must be ready to mitigate. It is 
very easy to be distracted by 'shiny and new', but it should never 
be at the expense of 'tried and true'.

Over the years PEP Air has developed quite a reputation for 
delivering a well respected, high quality and highly effective 
capability to conduct aerial search missions in the mountain 
environment. As well, we brought 'local area' knowledge to the 
table that has greatly benefited many RCAF Search Masters.

In the past decade or so, our focus has slowly evolved to include much greater SHQ involvement, as 
well as the introduction of EMBC recce flights for infrastructure surveys (dams and bridges that may 
be susceptible to earthquake or flood damage), infrastructure damage assessment during disasters, 
and river ice flow reporting during the spring break-up. As well, we train and provide spotters for 
environmental assessment flights on Environment Canada aircraft. We are more actively involved 
with SAR Awareness, GSAR, RCM-SAR and the Air Cadet program now than we have ever been.  

We have also supplemented our basic skills with map, compass and the Mark 1 eyeball with much 
TM TM TMnewer technologies like GPS, Foreflight , InReach  and LightShip .  In addition, we are 

investigating the possible use of advanced equipment like FLIR.  

In short, we have a lot more on our plate than we used to. Continued on next page.

A photo of  a Transport 
Canada poster inside the 

Burwash Airport, just 
north of Burwash  Landing 

in the Yukon. Taken by 
Allister Pedersen.
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That is a lot of change in a relatively short period of time. There are no doubts that the newer 
technologies are a great asset for improved capabilities. However, these new capabilities come 
with a trade-off. Expansion into so many new mission profiles has the potential to cause a 
gradual erosion of some of our already established core mission proficiencies. We must be 
mindful of those that may be somewhat technologically challenged and not push them into a 
place where they are no longer safe and comfortable. However, if we are vigilant, this is a risk 
which can be mitigated. It is important that we do not lose track of our core mandates and that 
we maintain our core proficiencies. It is also important to remember that the difference between 
currency and proficiency is often the attention to detail in our training and operations.

Recent exercises, operational missions, and townhall meetings have identified possible areas for 
improvement. As a result, some initial corrective measures have already been initiated:

- The PTO and staff have initiated supplemental navigation and SHQ training programs.
- The Executive have initiated a comprehensive review of the major search from June 17, to

address a number of queries and concerns.
- The PEP Air Director and Executive staff have completed a province-wide series of town hall

meetings. The results were discussed at the recent ZC meeting.
- Publication of a number of SOPs have been initiated. Consider the SOPs as “user manuals” as

opposed to the “rules and regulations” of the Policy Manuals.

I would like to thank everyone for your selfless dedication.  Remember to always be SAFE & 
EFFECTIVE… and have fun.

Brian’s Corner - Continued from previous page. 

Allister Pedersen-Carnbrook PEP Air Spotter/Nav

It can suck getting older (I said “older” not 
“old”) but high tech is making some amazing 
advances. I recently made the move from one 
hearing aid to two and the newer hearing aids 
Bluetooth capability which did not get me excited 
initially. However, the hearing aid Bluetooth capability 
performed flawlessly while on my first tasking with the 
new hearing aids. I paired my iPhone with the hearing aid 
on take-off and while flying over Canal Flats on a search for a 
missing kayaker I received a cell phone voice call from the GSAR 
Manager. I answered his call and I heard him clearly through my 
hearing aids allowing me to keep the aviation headset on. I queried him 
about the audio quality on his end thinking that the cockpit noise would 
deteriorate the call quality. The GSAR Manager indicated the voice quality 
was “crystal clear with no background audio noise”. My iPhone 5C must 
have an excellent noise cancelling mic to get that kind of report. I am sure 
there are many in the aviation community who require hearing aids and if 
you are looking at new devices ask if they have Bluetooth functionality.  
Now if we can just get more cell towers installed in the Rockies!!
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Chuck Henderson
Provincial Safety Officer

FROM THE DESK OF....

Fly Safe!

First I would like to thank last issue's contributors, especially those from “down” north. This 
newsletter continues to grow in its circulation, thanks to those who continue to contribute 
and promote it.   

A new Safety Bulletin and Policy Letter dealing with reporting of safety/injury incidents 
involving our members will be published soon. There appears to be some confusion on when 
and where to report these issues and these publications will help guide us through the correct 
process. Our Form #16 (Safety Reporting Form) should be submitted for all incidents. Don't 
forget to submit a WCB form when warranted.

A quick reminder to all Zone Commanders to ensure your oxygen systems have been 
checked for their five year pressure test and are re-certified as required. Having your crews 
periodically check their oxygen levels with our pulse oximeters will show them the 
usefulness of these systems. Readings between 92% - 98% are considered lower than normal 
for peak performance. Eyes and decision making are the first things to be affected. 
Individual readings depend on many factors, including physical fitness, altitude and 
temperature.  

Thanks to Warren for his article on an unfortunate injury to one of our spotters that resulted 
in a hospital stay. Remember, an ill spotter is probably not able to do a satisfactory job and 
that should be reason enough to abort the mission.  

That's it for this issue

Fly Safe All



PhotoShowcaseDo you have a photo 
you’d like to show?Send it along!

YVR at dusk - Trevor Black

Paraglider near Maka Pu’u Point, Oahu. Trevor Black

10

Screen grab of Search 
Coordinator Jan 

Madsen speaking to 
Global TV at Kelowna 

Airport about the 
missing aircraft with 

two occupants in June.
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Provincial
Training

Officer

KymTrask

Many members from British Columbia are aware that the Provincial Navigation Training Program 
(PNTC), and Search Coordinator Refresher (SCR) are in full swing across the province. These 
programs are run Friday evening and all-day Saturday for the Navigation; all-day Sunday for the 
Search Coordinators.

While the emphasis over the last fifteen months has been on 'Back to the Basics' for navigation, 
we still encounter issues that require gentle correction. There has been a steady reliance on 
newer technology such as the web-based GoSAR platform for navigation, but also the ten-year 
old ForeFlight technology. The old adage about computers 'garbage in; garbage out' still applies. 

The precise skillsets of accurately marking a chart (they do not require batteries, are able to 
withstand being dropped.) are perishable and require a navigator to consistently practice on 
training and actual SAR missions. Each program is tailored to the zone using VNCs/VTAs/charts 
for that zone. Participants need to be current and certified as navigators, and bring all the required 
equipment as if they were about to be tasked and fly an actual mission. Speak to your Zone 
Commander if you are interested in participating.

Sunday's SCR program is also hands-on using a new situational awareness tool. A SHQ is 
established and the required members fulfilling their normal SHQ roles. The simulated JRCC task 
commences the exercise and it runs in real time (Zulu) providing more complex tasks as the day 
progresses. The idea is to provide surge capacity training for multiple aircraft mimicking the 
situation during the recent major SAR in June 2017 (twenty-five PEP Air aircraft). The improved 
situational awareness provides a stress inoculation for the participants to verify that they can 
function with multiple aircraft should a major SAR occur.

Prince George (NEA Zone) had the first programs - with participants from CTL and NWE Zones, 
followed by Nanaimo (VIZ Zone), then Kelowna (CTL Zone), Abbotsford (SWE Zone), and SEA 
and the remaining members of NWE Zone for early next year.

I've written a special interest article (elsewhere in this Newsletter) that highlights the obstacles we 
face flying and performing SAR in harsh terrain and characteristic West Coast weather. The fatal 

Continued on next page.
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incident was the catalyst for the 
PEP Air Executive to issue a new policy (1996) on 
horsepower required (200 HP) for close mountain contours. 

Mountain flying is very challenging and the pilot was on his first flight into 
mountainous terrain as PIC. While often the aircraft we search for are destroyed at 
impact, the case highlights the need for appropriate clothing, provisions, and 
survival training – especially in harsh terrain (injuries, high terrain, overnight 
exposure). Safety, and reliable timely dispatch of our resources should be foremost 
in our minds on tasks (training and actual).

Recently, WO Dave Knubly (442 Squadron SARtech) has been touring our province 
teaching fire starting methods and ELT prosecution to our members. We should 
always be prepared for 'off-airport landings'. Dave teaches the “FFSSF” method to use 
if you have such an occurrence: First Aid, Fire, Shelter, Signals, and Food – in that 
order.

That Others May Live

Happy and safe flying!

PTO - Continued from previous page. 

The SAR Memorial on the grounds of the 
parliament buildings in Victoria.
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At the Zone Commander Meeting in Richmond in October, 
CASARA Director Al King gives Fred Carey (Deputy Director 
General and ZBB member) his twenty year certificate and service 
pin, also a twenty year Public Safety Lifeline Volunteer (PEP Air) 
pin. Brian Dunham receives his ten year CASARA pin and ten 
year Public Safety Lifeline Volunteer (PEP Air) pin. 

20
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Allister Pedersen 
(L) congratulates
Grant Tulloch
after he completed
his GHS Training.

Photo: Alton King

In September 2016, PEP Air published Policy O-030 Ground Homing ELT 
Procedure and in April 2017 the provincial Executive approved the 
Ground Homing Specialist (GHS) training package. The self-contained 
GHS training package was recently placed on the PEP Air website under 
the Secure Files directory. The new training package contains revisions 
to the CASARA National PowerPoint files found under ELT Homing and 
additional material specific to ELT Homing in BC. Cranbrook PEP Air 
completed training of the first two GHS members in June 2017.

Lou Dery in the SHQ with the new 
magnetic board, kindly donated by 

IRL Supplies in Prince George. 
Photo: Don Cadman



Warren McCormick

Airsickness - the Dark Side
Everyone gets a little queasy once in a while 
flying in small aircraft especially doing the things 
we do. And no one wants to face the 
embarrassment (and the clean up) of being sick in 
a plane but there is a dark side to airsickness that 
can be deadly and that many people are unaware 
of, this happened recently to a CASARA member...

While on a training mission the member felt 
nauseated and even though he had told the pilot to 
return to base, the feeling could not be stopped and 
he became airsick. Not wanting to suffer the 
aforementioned embarrassment and cleanup, he did 
not expel the vomit but held it in his mouth, 
subsequently re-swallowing it. The risk in doing this is 
that it is highly likely you will inhale some of the vomit 
into your lungs. Your stomach contents are very acidic
and your bronchial tubes are fragile, so this has very 
serious implications. The medical term is aspiration pneumonitis and it is 
inflammation of the lung caused by aspirating or inhaling irritants. In this situation it 
occurs very fast and progresses quickly.

By the time the member got back to the airport (about fifteen minutes), he was feeling a 
slight pain in the centre of his chest and decided to head home. By the time he got to his 
car (with his spouse driving) the pain was up to about a two out of ten. After a fifteen 
minute drive into town he decided to go immediately to the hospital, by the time they 
arrived the pain was up to a five or six. He was immediately put on oxygen and 
intravenous antibiotics. It took a hospital stay of eight days and another month to 
recuperate. It was fortunate that he was less than an hour from emergency care when the 
event occurred.

Lessons learned:

* Pilots - ensure you have airsickness bags, tell the crew where they are and tell the
crew there is no shame if you have to use them. It happens to everyone eventually.

* Crew – carry your own airsickness bag. If you feel nauseated tell the pilot to break off
immediately, open air vents, look forward straight out the window. If you can't find a bag, 
use anything else - hat, purse, even your hands - DO NOT HOLD IT IN.

Airsickness
Bag
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Above: Assistant PTO Pat 
McSorley (left) and PTO Kym 
Trask on the right, continue 
their province-wide travelling 
navigation show! These photos 
were taken at the beginning of 
December in Abbotsford where 
they put on a two day “dust the 
cobwebs off” nav course for 
experienced navigators 
followed by a third day for 
Search Coordinators.
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Navigators grappling with the intricacies of latitude, longitude and magnetic variation!

Day three was reserved for brushing up skills for the Search Coordinators.
17



Creston Air Search & Rescue put on a survival training session several weeks ago. Dave Knubley from 442 
Squadron gave a presentation at the Creston Air Port Office Building, then we went outside for hands-on 
training which was very interesting. Dave demonstrated how to start a fire from different items we might have 
on hand for an emergency. Members of CASARA came from Fernie, Nelson, Cranbrook and Creston; there 
was a good turnout for this.

Another picture of Michal Wigen’s plane over Kootenay Lake on a search.

Jenifer Wolf
Creston Spotter 
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In mid-March a party of snowmobilers departed the Coquihalla Summit area for some backcountry exploration; all 
were experienced sledders. Later that morning a member of the party flipped his snowmobile and suffered a 
fractured femur. He was in extreme pain, and one of the group began the long return trip to summon help (this 
incident occurred prior to the widespread availability of satellite phones, SPOT beacons or EPIRBs). BC Ambulance 
Service dispatched two paramedics by helicopter from Chilliwack, and they arrived in the afternoon. The 
paramedics were dropped off but the subject was not close to the LZ; the plan was to assess and package the 
subject, and then move him to a suitable LZ for pickup. While the paramedics were providing treatment the 
helicopter flew to a lower elevation to wait. Unfortunately, clouds descended and made it impossible for the 
helicopter to return to the accident scene. Outside air temperature was approximately -12 C and, with darkness 
falling and both paramedics dressed only in their regular uniforms, SAR was activated. A multi-team response was 
initiated and snowmobiles were used to move SAR personnel to the scene. It was apparent to responders that not 
only was the injured subject hypothermic but so too were both paramedics. The Team Leader, a veteran SAR 
member and advanced-care paramedic, decided to re-warm all three subjects on-scene rather than attempt 
snowmobile evacuation at night. At first light, the three subjects were moved to a nearby LZ and transported to 
hospital by helicopter; all subjects recovered. The preceding vignette recounts actual events, and illustrates a 
situation where responders became hypothermic as a result of rapidly changing weather conditions. 

HYPOTHERMIA…The Basics 
Hypothermia is cooling of the body's core organs (heart, lungs, brain) below 35 C. and occurs when body heat is 
lost faster than the body can rewarm itself. This is often the result of inadequate insulation (not enough clothing 
layers) or rapid loss of insulation (clothes become wet from perspiration, the environment, or immersion). Other 
factors contributing to hypothermia include inadequate fuel (not enough food); medical conditions (diabetes, 
hypothyroid, the elderly, babies); drug use, especially alcohol.

The body loses heat in four ways: conduction; radiation; evaporation; convection. Wet clothing, from whatever 
cause, greatly increases all forms of heat loss.  There are three stages of hypothermia:
Mild: severe shivering; able to converse and follow commands; muscles begin to stiffen. 
Moderate: (28-32 C) shivering gradually ceases as muscles run out of fuel, become rigid; 
confusion followed by stupor or drowsiness; unable to follow commands well. 
Severe: (< 28 C) person may appear dead; unresponsive; not moving; 
heart rate and respirations are slow or may be undetectable. 

(32-35 C) 

Hypothermia...There’s a Nip in the Air!
Reprinted from the SAR Safety Newsletter (Issue 6, December 2017)

  

Additional Resources
 For a website that has excellent learning resources, visit “Baby It’s Cold Outside”.  This website is 

geared to SAR responders, and is highly recommended:   https://bicorescue.com/

If you are a paramedic, nurse or physician you may want to have a look at these highly detailed

hypothermia protocols: 

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/emergency/docume nts/ems/documents/alaska%20dhss%20ems%2

0cold%20injuries%20guidelines%20june%202014.pdf

Remember, It’s Not Just The Subject That Relies On You.
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Andre Pinette 
receives his...

year pin from
AAD Dave Ireland   
in Williams Lake.

3

The latest in backdrops, there are four available and 
can be obtained through Secretary Keith Bennett.
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Photos from Nova Scotia
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Photos: Fred Sampson

More photos from Nova Scotia...
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Members of St.John’s, Newfoundland CASARA plan 
and prepare to head out for a training day.



Sadly we have lost a valued member of PEP Air. 

Many of you will know Babs Tarasiuk of Central 

Zone. Nick and Babs started with PEP Air in the 

Southwest Zone and then moved to the Central 

interior where they both got involved there with 

PEP Air. She was always the smiling face at 

SHQ in Kelowna, many of you worked with her 

during the search in June. She always made sure the 

paperwork was done and kept up to date. She will 

be missed by all of us. Our sincere condolence to 

Nick and Family.

 TARASIUK, Bibiane Juliette Marie (nee 

Ouellette): Of Westbank, BC, age 73, passed 

peacefully surrounded by her loving family and 

friends Nov. 27th 2017 in Kelowna, BC. Babs is 

survived by her beloved husband of 53 years, Nick; 

daughter Nicole; granddaughter Rayne (Brent); 

nephew Paul; brothers & sisters; extensive family; & 

dear friends. Her incredible sense of humour, 

generous nature, fierce love for her family & 

perseverance inspired many & will continue to 

encourage us throughout our lifetimes. 

Memorial donations can be made to the Kelowna 

Myeloma Canada chapter in memory of Bibiane 

Tarasiuk at .https://www.myelomacanada.ca/en



Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! 
So, if you did anything, are, or will be 
doing something in your Zone, let me 
know (and thereby everyone else) with 
a brief and snappy article...remember 
however, that this is not the place for 
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To” 
pieces or those of an instructional 
bent. These would best be placed as 
links on our website, although 
s e r i a l i z e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e
acceptable...first and foremost, this 
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying 
interesting photos would be 

wonderful but they should be 
captioned. Write them, get them to 

me and I’ll do the rest.

The deadline for the next issue is March 31

PTO Kym Trask at the board explaining 
the fine points of conducting a search to 
Search Co-ordinators during a three day 
seminar at the beginning of December at 

the Abbotsford Flying Club.

Below is a photo of a work-in-
progress; Kym’s plotting board 
using magnetic icons to place 

various SAR resources.
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