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March 27, 2022: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
CRUSHED: Our condemnation is crushed by God's grace 

 

Hymn: 916 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Word 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we 

deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of 

body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give 

thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 12 

 1In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD. 

 Although you were angry with me, 

your anger has turned away 

 and you have comforted me. 
2Surely God is my salvation; 

 I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

 he has become my salvation.” 
3With joy you will draw water 

 from the wells of salvation. 

 4In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

 make known among the nations what he has done, 

 and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

 let this be known to all the world. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

 for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: 810 The First Song of Isaiah 

 

Second Reading Romans 8:1–10 

 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because 

through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin 

and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, 

God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so 

he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 

be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; 

but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 

desires. 6The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is 

life and peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if 

indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they 

do not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to 

death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem: Glory Be to Jesus/’Tis So Sweet Male Chorus. 8 a.m. 

 

Gospel Acclamation             Luke 15:10 
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There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God  

over one sinner who repents. 

  

Refrain 

Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703838 

 

Gospel Luke 15:1–3,11–32 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 

 11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

 13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, 

there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went 

and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 

him anything. 

 17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and 

say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20So he got up and went to 

his father. 

  “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 

for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

 22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 

feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

 25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 

Continued on the next page. 
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27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because 

he has him back safe and sound.’ 

 28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 

pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for 

you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 

celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property 

with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 31“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 
32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found.’ ” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn of the Day: 523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us   

 

Sermon: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 Pastor Timothy Priewe 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 
Continued on the next page. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 

Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a 

love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to 

all. 

  

Continued on the next page. 
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Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has 

forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give 

patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Hymn: 576 Amazing Grace 

 

Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Nathan Wordell 

Male Chorus: Jerry Gronholz 

Sunday Organist: Sarah Sehloff 

Monday Organist: Jon Riehle 
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