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We’re in Good Hands 

But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hands; deliver me from my 
enemies and from those who pursue me. Psalm 31:14–15  

There is something intimidating, at least to me, about a blank sheet of paper. As a kid, with crayon in hand, it 
would take me forever to decide what I should draw on the empty page in front of me. Where should I start? 
What if I make a mistake? What if no one can recognize what I’m trying to draw (a well justified concern!)? 
More than once, I took my messy creation to my mom. She could draw anything. Even better, she knew how 
to fix my mistakes. With a line drawn here or some shading added there, my drawing became “art” – or 
perhaps more accurately, it approximated art.   

I find that the New Year is much like a blank sheet of paper, stretching out before us, waiting to be “colored 
in” with the events of the life we’ll live during the next 12 months. What will happen in the many days and 
weeks ahead? What choices will we make? What unforeseen events will transpire? Just thinking about it can 
be quite intimidating, even frightening. 

And yet, there’s no stopping or turning back. Time marches on. No one knew that better than Israel’s King 
David. Like all of us, he always faced an uncertain future. Like us, he worried – not about the good things that 
life would bring his way, but about the troubles and problems caused by enemies seen and unseen. Like us, 
David must have had days where he felt like hiding from the world. But that wasn’t an option for him or for 
us. So, what did he do in the face of all that uncertainty?  He turned to the one “constant” in his life. He 
turned to God in prayer: But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hands; 
deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.  

David’s prayer was based on two undisputable facts, 1) God’s love is great; 2) God’s great love never fails. 
For these same reasons, you and I can head into the year 2022 with great confidence and great anticipation. 
Why? Because, like David, we too are the beneficiaries of God’s love. In his great love, God sent Jesus to 
rescue us from the slavery of our sin and the nightmare of its punishment. Talk about a miserable future! 
Hell loomed large before us. God’s own Son redeemed us (bought us back) from that future with his own life 
as the payment. He bought us and our future with his blood. So great is his love! Such love cannot, will not 
fail us! 

We say with David: “We trust in you, O Lord; You are our God. Our times are in your hands.” The One who 
sacrificed everything to make us his own, is not about to lose us now. He comes with us into the New Year. 
He’s owns us and he owns our future. When we make a mess of life, he will be there to forgive and restore 
us. When we face uncertainty, when the times frighten us, he will keep his promise to make all things serve 
our good. He will deliver us from all enemies – those we can see with our eyes, as well as those we can’t. 

The year ahead will be a year filled with blessings – many of which we will recognize immediately, and a few 
that may remain “hidden,” at least for a while – but they will be blessing none the less. Let’s remember and 
remind each other of these truths as the year unfolds – always praying, as David did: “But I trust in you, O 
Lord; My times are in your hands.” 

Wishing you and yours, a blessed New Year - Pastor Joel Zank 
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Membership Changes 
Baptism 
 Sammie Dalton & Layla Dalton, children of 

Nicholas Dalton & Jessica Wade, were baptized 
on December 18, 2021 

Deceased 
 Betty Bootz passed on November 20, 2021  
 Betty Johnson passed on December 18, 2021 
 Herbert Neeck passed on December 23, 2021 
Transfer Out 
 Rachel Brown to Beautiful Savior Lutheran, 

Cincinnati, OH 
 Hannah Torres-Ammel (2 children) to St. John 

Lutheran, Wrightstown, WI 

Release 
 Brian Barth to St. John Lutheran, Saxeville, WI 
 Jacob Barth to St. John Lutheran, Saxeville, WI 
 John Barth to St. John Lutheran, Saxeville, WI 
 Jay & Paula Jeske to Faith Lutheran, Appleton, 

WI 
 Grant & Stacy Schomburg (3 children) to St. Paul 

Lutheran, Manawas, WI 
 Linnea Waurio to Good Shepherd Lutheran, 

Houghton, MI 
Remove 
 Jaime Helfrich 
 Nathan Hoeffner 
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Memorials & Gifts 
Forward in Faith 2 
$25 Dan & Jerelyn Grunwald in memory of Betty 

Bootz  
$20  Jerry & Audrey Greve in memory of Betty 

Bootz 
$25  Dar & Irene Hintz in memory of Roger 

Johnson 
$50 Pamela Gruber in honor of Pat Bellin’s 

birthday 
$200 Richard Murrow in memory of Dianne 

Murrow 
$100 Don Hietpas in memory of Linda Kobin 
$50 Brian & Cheryl Root in memory of Betty 

Bootz 
$25 Mae Schrab in memory of Betty Bootz 
$50 Marian Ernst in memory of Betty Bootz 
$50 Kay Zuberbier in memory of Betty Bootz 
$1,895 Family & Friends in memory of Betty Bootz 

Hymnal Fund 
$50 Don & Helen Meyer in memory of Betty 

Bootz  

Tuition Assistance 
$100 Ken & Mary Wehrman in memory of Elda 

VanHandel’s birthday  

Ministerial Trust 
$25 Ken & Arline Kolander in memory of Betty 

Bootz  
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Church Council Report from December 13, 2021 Meeting 
Pastors’ Report 
• Pastor Priewe: Pastor shared the schedule for the Everyone Outreach, which is a two- day workshop on 

February 26th and 27th. Please note both days are half days. The Church Council discussed the timing of the 
communication and how to encourage Mount Olive congregation participation.  

• Pastor Raasch: Pastor’s trip to Thailand is cancelled and the event will be held virtually. 
• Pastor Wordell: The Children’s Christmas services are this week and next week. Mount Olive has more than 

100 student athletes.  
Operations Report 
• Both custodians have started and doing well.  They are both working about 30 hours per week. 
• We need to complete emergency lighting testing at Mount Olive on an annual basis.  Paul Kolell is looking for 

companies in the area that can provide this service. 
• Paul is looking into printers for the offices. We can no longer get parts for the printer in the Church office and 

the school printer has been used heavily over the years.  
• We have made the change over to Nicolet Bank after Nicolet purchased Investor’s Community Bank. 
• During the height of the pandemic, many of the invoices left the building to be processed at people’s homes.  

If you have any invoices, please bring them to the office.  
Financial Report 
Reviewed November 2021 financial report:  
• November offerings were $25,132 higher than budgeted. 
• Tuition was $5,919 higher than budgeted. 
• Other income was $4,451 lower than budgeted. 
• Total income was $26,601 higher than budgeted. 
• Total expenses, before FVL/Synod distributions, were $9,995 higher than budgeted. 
• The net gain for November, including FVL/Synod distributions of $41,354 was $85,558. This compares to a 

budgeted net gain of $68,952. The result is $16,606 better than budgeted for the month. 
Reviewed YTD (22 weeks ending November 2021) financial reporting: 
• Offerings are $87,058 higher than budgeted. 
• Total income is $67,863 higher than budgeted. 
• Total expenses are $71,455 lower than budgeted. 
• YTD net gain is $53,851 which compares to the budgeted YTD loss of $85,468. The result is $139,318 better 

than budgeted. 
* The Board of Finance recommends the $8,700 roofing cost on the parsonage occupied by Pastor Raasch be 
reclassified to the restricted fund Properties – Maintenance in the month of November. This change is not 
reflected above.  
Forward in Faith cost tracking update: 
• Assistant Treasurer Fred Strey informed the board that at the end of November 2021 Forward in Faith 2 

receipts amount to $1,148,136 of which $997,842 came from pledges (59.2% of the three-year pledge goal of 
$1,653,030). 

• Assistant Treasurer Fred Strey informed the board that the cost to complete the Forward in Faith 2 building 
project is $74,079 after subtracting $1,225,921 costs to date from a budgeted total project cost of $1,300,000. 

Board member updates 
Clarification from the Board of Christian Education: Tuition fees have been set for next school year and will be 
published in January.  Pastor Raasch discussed the process for approving tuition costs and how the Church Council 
is presented with the proposed tuition changes. 
New Business 
• Reminder that all Board year-end reports are due on 12/31/2021 
• Reminder that the New Board member install is 1/2/2022. 
Announcements 
•      Next Church Council meeting, Monday, January 17, 2022 

Tuition Assistance Envelope 
of envelopes for January (Please use the blue Forward In Faith2 envelope but mark the blank line for Tuition 
Assistance).  Families who have the need for financial assistance to provide for their children
Mount Olive Lutheran School receive support from contributions.  Your contributions toward tuition 
assistance will help us continue to provide support to our families.  Thank you for your consideration.
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Church Library News 

Adult Nonfiction: Authentic Christianity: How Lutheran Theology 
Speaks to a Postmodern World, by Gene Edward Veith, Jr.  While 
many churches in America are busy updating their culture in 
accordance with secular culture, this book offers a different idea: 
that the Lutheran tradition embodies a framework of Christianity 
that uniquely addresses the postmodern condition.  It does so not 
by being “emergent” or by making up a new approach to church or 
to the Christian life.  But rather, it does so in an unexpected way: by being confessional, sacramental, and 
vocational.  This publication is a collaboration between an academian of the Boomer generation and a young 
Millennial pastor.  Coming from two very different places – different generations, different vocations, 
different entries into Lutheranism – the authors offer their unique perspectives on how Lutheran theology 
engages contemporary life.  

Child Nonfiction: Jesus and the Woman at the Well: John 4:1-42 for Children, by Melinda Kay Busch.  Arch 
book series.  A retelling of the story of Jesus’ encounter with a Samaritan woman.  Just as Jesus knew the 
sinful woman’s heart, He knows what is in our hearts too. Ages 5-9. 

The Seeds That Grew and Grew: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 for Children, by Jeffrey E. Burkart.  Arch book series.  
In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus teaches children about nurturing and spreading the faith, so its stronger 
and wider. Ages 5-9. 

Internet Link to the Church Library: Go to www.mountoliveappleton.com, click the "Member's Page" heading 
found at the top of the homepage.  Then within the "Quick Links" section on the right, select "Church Library 
Access." You will be taken to the church library's website where you can perform a custom search or simply 
click on "New Materials" to see what's been recently added to the library. 

Return all materials to the "Book Return" slot at the check out counter.  Come Check us Out!! 

Everyone Outreach 

Go to Mount Olive’s website to register today 

for the Everyone Outreach workshop! 

Mount Olive is participating in an exciting new 

program called Everyone Outreach. The 

program will help us build a culture of outreach 

so that every ministry and every member is 

encouraged and equipped to reach the lost in our community. Everyone Outreach kicks off with a 2-day 

workshop on February 26-27 at Mount Olive. The interactive workshop will help us discover some of our 

hidden thought habits that may keep us from being active in outreach. Then, we will learn ways to change 

those thought habits so that, as a result, our outreach actions change as well. Each participant will leave the 

workshop with sustainable ways to personally help build our congregation’s outreach culture. 

Questions? Visit everyoneoutreach.com or contact Pastor Priewe at 920-739-9194. We encourage every 

member of our congregation to attend the workshop and participate. In fact, the more members that attend, 

the more likely it is that our culture shift will be successful! 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com
http://www.mountoliveappleton.com
http://www.everyoneoutreach.com
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Hands and Feet of Jesus 

Dear members of Mount Olive, 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.” Philippians 1:3. First of all, 
the Hands & Feet of Jesus Ministry committee has been keeping all of 
you in our prayers, thanking God for the humble, willing hearts who are 
ready to serve His kingdom through this ministry. 

Here is an update to some of the work that has been completed behind 
the scenes in order to have a solid foundation for the start of this 
ministry.  

The H&F Ministry has: 

 Organized the information from the survey and developed a list of areas of need as well as Mount Olive 
volunteers who are willing to serve in those areas. We are thankful that several women have also 
volunteered to be Care Coordinators for each action group. If you feel led to serve in this way please let 
us know! 

 Finalized paperwork in order to make the H&F Ministry flow smoothly for those that volunteer and for 
those who are in need of this ministry. 

 Developed brochures and pamphlets that are now ready to hand out so others are aware of what the 
Hands & Feet of Jesus Ministry includes and how we can help. 

The H&F Ministry wants to be well prepared to serve, so that nothing will stand in our way of reaching out in 
love to those in crisis. We anticipate bumps along the way and would appreciate any guidance as well as 
patience you may have. Working together as Jesus' hands and feet will be an incredible blessing for all 
involved as we share His love with each other and those around us. 

One final note, our committee has reached out to a Mount Olive family that has lost their home in a recent 
house fire, letting them know that the Hands & Feet of Jesus Ministry is ready and willing to support them 
during this difficult time. We are ready and eager to help and we know you are too! 

We thank God that He has blessed this ministry as we have prepared. We pray that He continues to bless us 
as we look ahead to a full ministry launch in January of 2022. In the meantime, please keep your hearts 
willing and your prayers flowing for this family and the families we can share Christ’s love with in the future! 

Serving with you for Him, 

The Hands & Feet of Jesus Ministry Committee 

  

Committee Members Email addresses: 

 Amanda Chavez- Amanda.r.chavez@gmail.com Mandy Ehlke- mandy.ehlke@gmail.com 

 Amie Fox- avfox24@yahoo.com   Marie Cunningham- mac18th@gmail.com 

 Brenda Kritzer- brenda.kritzer@gmail.com  Kerri Kleist – kerrikleist@gmail.com 

  

For more information or to get involved, contact womensministry@mountoliveappleton.com.   

Heading South? Please contact the church office with any new information,  

so we can update our files and keep in contact with you.  

mailto:Amanda.r.chavez@gmail.com
mailto:mandy.ehlke@gmail.com
mailto:avfox24@yahoo.com
mailto:mac18th@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.kritzer@gmail.com
mailto:kerrikleist@gmail.com
mailto:womensministry@mountoliveappleton.com
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Thank You 
The Benevolence Committee would like to thank 
everyone that generously contributed to the 
benevolence fund. These dollars enable the 
committee to fund organizations and individuals 
connected with Mount Olive who are in need of 
assistance. Your generous and continuous help is 
most appreciated.  

Mount Olive SCRIP 

Purchase gift cards for all your shopping needs 
while raising money for Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church and School! Many gift cards are available 
immediately, and special orders are placed each 
Monday. To view a complete list of available 
retailers, visit ShopWithScrip.com or use the 
RaiseRight app.  

SCRIP gift cards are available for sale from 9:00-

9:25 AM and 10:00-10:25 AM on Sundays in the 

church atrium and on Mondays and Fridays from 

7:40-8:10 AM and 2:40-3:10 PM in the school 

office. 

Questions? Call 920-739-9194 or 

email scrip@mountoliveappleton.com. 

LWMS 
In the beginning of December, we mailed a Christmas package containing 
Wisconsin products and treats plus gift cards to each of our “Befriend A 
Mission” (BAM) missionaries.  Please pray for these men as they serve our 
Lord in the mission fields: Chris Mundstock, a teacher at Peridot on the 
Apache Reservation, world mission; Pastor Douglas Lange, home mission 
pastor in Jacksonville, NC; and Pastor Nathan Loersch, home mission pastor in Rock Hill, SC.  
 
Our annual LWMS Mission Tree project this year is “Outreach to Roma” or outreach to the Gypsy children in 
Bulgaria. Money donated will help our mission in Bulgaria establish ways to reach the Roma or Gypsy children 
and bring good news to a mission field of over 750,000 souls who do not know our Savior. Just take an 
envelope from the tree in the Atrium and your donation can be placed in the offering plate during any 
service. The tree will be up until January 3rd. Thank you Mrs. Sehloff and second-graders class for providing 
the ornaments! 
 
Coming soon… 
• January 11, 2022, LWMS meeting, 6:00 PM - Fireside Room 
• February 8, 2022, LWMS Meeting, 6:00 PM – Fireside Room 
• February 12-14, 2022 – “Heart for Missions Bake Sale” - Atrium, after each service 
• March 8, 2022 Meeting, 6:00 PM – Fireside Room 
• April 12, 2022 Banquet/mission speaker - Commons 
 
The 2022 ~ 59th Annual LWMS Convention, June 23-26, 2022 ~ Hosted by the Freedom Circuit at the Joseph 
A. Floreano Rochester Riverside Convention Center, Rochester, New York with the theme “Set Free in Christ.” 
God willing, we will all be able to meet in person. 

A blessed new year to all of you! 

http://www.ShopWithScrip.com
mailto:scrip@mountoliveappleton.com
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Apple Valley Food Pantry 
The pantry's next collection date is January 9. 

The following list of items are needed by the 
pantry: cookies, canned tomato products 

(paste, sauce, plain diced), pudding and gelatin 
desserts, sugar-free pudding, women's body 

wash, laundry soap, frosting (we have plenty of 
cake mixes), and small boxes of snack bars.  

As always, monetary donations are 
appreciated.  Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make our 2021 a very successful year for our 
recipients!  If you know of anyone or a family who 
could use the pantry's assistance, please contact 
your pastor. Merry Christmas and a Happy 2022! 

To give monetary donations, please make checks 
out to WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry and send to:       
Apple Valley Food Pantry, c/o St. Matthew’s 
Church, 129 S. Mason Street, Appleton, WI 54914. 

 Early 8-10 AM Late 10 AM-Noon 

Jan. 2 Mark Schroeder Laura & Natalie Waurio 

 Ed Stern  

Jan. 9 Emilee Roestel Elain Bartel 

 Ciara Krowas Louise Kesting 

Jan. 16 Mark & Darion Schroeder Abbey Unruh               

OPEN 

Jan. 23 Mark Schroeder          

OPEN 

Sue Petit                       

OPEN 

Jan. 30 Emilee Roestel               

Ciara Krowas 

Corey & Jamie Zoromski 

Coffee Café 

The sign up is available on 
the Mount Olive website.  

Thank you for your service! 

Usher Sign-Up for 2022 

Online sign up to usher for services in 2022 is now 
available on the Mount Olive web site. 

Many of you notified Mark Toll and Brian Kirchner 
your willingness to help. You will find your names 
already on the Usher Calendar. You can go to the 
website to see which slots you are signed up for 
and add them to your calendars. You will also 
receive reminders by email before your upcoming 
service days. 

If you are willing to usher in 2022, but are not 
already signed up, please go to the sign up and 
pick some open service times to help. We 
encourage you to sign up for as many services in a 
row as you can (preferably monthly).  

If you need help signing up online, contact Brian 
Kirchner at 920-284-0285. 

To all those past and current ushers, we thank you 
for your service, God Bless. 

January 3  Betty Flunker, 79 

January 11  Lynn Page, 75 

January 11  Shirley Rasmussen, 85 

January 17  Mary Hall, 76 

January 17  Janet Shriner, 80 

January 18  Rita Murphy, 85 

January 19  Gary Cootway, 76 

January 20  Robert Willenkamp, 79 

January 23  Ida Tomczak, 84 

January 23  Kenneth Kolander, 93 

January 25  Emmy Baer, 87 

January 30  Cliff Galleske, 83 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com
http://www.mountoliveappleton.com
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Click here to go to our website calendar for more details and the most up-to-date information.  

January 2   Installation of Officers and Board Members 

January 4   School Classes Resume 

January 9   Apple Valley Food Pantry Pick-up 

January 29-31   New Member Welcome 

Jan 31-Feb 4  Christian Education Week 

February 12-14   Heart for Missions Bake Sale 

February 26-27   Everyone Outreach 

Mark & Carol Schmidt 

Gale Schmidt 

Louise Ebert 

Jay & Shelley Vanderhoof 

Karen Doell 

Chris & Candy Reichelt 

Roger & Bonnie VandenLangenberg 

Klint & Angela Kaddatz 

Bryan & Stafani Avery 

Ed, Trudy & Amanda Stern 

Sharon Hintz 

Rick & Sue Gulbransen 

Dorothy Lee 

Kent & Char Kiesling 

Mary Souther 

Dale & Karen Schmidt 

Bruce & Faye Thede 

Bob & Barb Luedtke 

Dan & Pat Paltzer 

Jim & Gloria Knoll 

Aaron Tollefson 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Mount Olive School 3-2-1 

3 headlines from Mount Olive school: 

• Mr. Landon Zacharyasz, Miss Kari Tiarks, and Mrs. 
April Schaefer all returned calls to serve God at 
other WELS schools. We're happy to have them on our team at Mount Olive! 

• Geography Bee took place on December 7th. 8th grader, Olivia Roberts took first place.  

• K-8 Christmas Service entitled A Light For Our Darkness, and took place at Fox Valley Lutheran High 
School on December 22. You can see a recording by searching "Mount Olive Appleton" on Youtube. The 
Pre-K program, Christmas Show and Tell, took place on Saturday, December 18. 

2 dates to mark: 

• Wednesday, January 19th Early Learning Center hosts a Pre-K Parent Education night. 

• January 31st-February 4th Christian Education week, culminating in Christian Education Sunday on 
February 6. 

1 prayer: 

• Lord Jesus, we are grateful for all the blessings you gave us last year, from the staff to the students to the 
support of a loving congregation. Bless us with a new year full of new mercies every morning, just as 
you've promised. Bless us for the eternal benefit of our children, and for the fame of your name 

Thank you to all who ordered poinsettias to beautify our Altar! 

https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/

