
 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

FOUNDATION: God’s Word Goes Out  

to Build His Kingdom 
 

June 20-21, 2021 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Family Growing in Christ 



1 

OPENING HYMN 

This Day at Your Creating Word 

Christian Worship 229:1,4,5 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 
 

Psalm 115 
 

M: Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us but to your name be the glory,  

C: because of your love and faithfulness.  
 

M: Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?”  

C: Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.  
 

M: The LORD remembers us and will bless us:  

C: He will bless the house of Israel,  
 

M: he will bless those who fear the LORD—  

C: small and great alike. 
 

M: May the LORD make you increase,  

C: both you and your children.  
   

M: May you be blessed by the LORD,  

C: the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to  

forgive us.  
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD ♫ 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. 

Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly 

lives that we do not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

A sprig planted by the Lord 
 

22 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top   

of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant 

it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it 

will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind 

will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the 

forest will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow 

tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken,   

and I will do it.’” 
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SECOND LESSON: Colossians 1:3-8 

The gospel creates growth and fruit 
 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,  
4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all 

God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in 

heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 
6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing 

throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you 

heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear 

fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told  

us of your love in the Spirit. 

 
 

Male Chorus: “O Holy, Blessed Trinity” 

Sunday  
 
 

THE GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 

Parables of the growing seed and mustard seed 
 

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 

ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 

though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, 

then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts  

the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 30 Again he said, “What shall we say    

the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a 

mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows 

and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can 

perch in its shade.” 33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as 

much as they could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using 

a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Preach You the Word 

Christian Worship 544:1,3,5 
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SERMON…………………………………………………….Pastor Timothy Priewe 

Text: Colossians 1:3-8 
 

 

 

  

 

 
  

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of     

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at  

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.     

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and  

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  
 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do.  

 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 

and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the 

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits 

on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 

and ever: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD ♫ 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor will give instructions for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD ♫ 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 

 

HYMN 

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

Christian Worship 324 

 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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