
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Christmas Eve 

 

The Greatest Gift 
 

December 24, 2020 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Family Growing in Christ 



1 

Once in Royal David's City 

Christian Worship 50:1,2,4 

Solo/Duet 

 
 

 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 
 

M: Beloved in Christ: In this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to hear again 

the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go even unto Bethlehem and 

see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us, the 

Christ-child, lying in a manger. 
 

 Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from 

the first days after our fall, and into the birth and glorious redemption brought to us 

by this Holy Child. Let us hear how peace was lost, and how peace is restored. 
 

 But first, let us pray, for this is good and right. 
 

 Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who worship you and your 

Son this holy night. By your holy Word, lead us to say with the angels,  
 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

M: We pray for your blessing upon the people of our city, our state, our nation,         

and our world. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

M: We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick and sad, that you 

would give them the joy of your salvation and the comfort of your presence. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

M: We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that through your Law and 

Gospel you would lead them to recognize your Son as their only hope for eternal 

life. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 



M: Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live 

in greater light and beauty than we, that multitude which no one can number, who 

died in faith, and now praise you in your heavenly temple. We confess that we are 

united with them and with one another. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

M: We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that Christ himself 

taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead  

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

GOD PROMISES A NEEDED GIFT 
Genesis 3:8-15  

 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the 

garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I 

heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, 

“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 

you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave 

me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, 

“What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you 

above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat 

dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: As we prepare to celebrate our Lord's birth, let us remember the reason this holy 

Child needed to be born. Mankind sinned and brought upon creation the curse of sin 

and death. Let us also confess our sins to God and plead for his mercy.  
 

C: We confess that we have sinned against God and against one another. We have 

disobeyed God’s commands, we have blamed others, and we have hidden in 

shame. We are powerless to undo the entangled mess of sin in our lives. Forgive 

us, Lord, and restore our souls through the gift of your Son.   
 

M: God promised that the child would crush the devil’s head! Now, indeed, the Christ-

child has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the 

sacrifice of Himself. He is Immanuel, “God with us.” Therefore, in the stead and by 

the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 

 
 

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

Christian Worship 34:1,2,4 

Duet 

 
 

GOD REVEALS WHERE HIS GIFT WILL APPEAR 

Micah 5:2-4 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out  

of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times.” 3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who   

is in labor bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will 

stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 

the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the 

ends of the earth. 

 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Christian Worship 65:1,3,4 

Solo 
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THE GIFT IS “GOD WITH US” 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet 

did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, 

and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 

means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their 

marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

 

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

Christian Worship 23:2,4 

Sung by Mount Olive 7th Grades 
 
 

GOD’S GIFT ARRIVES 

Luke 2:1-7 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also 

went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  5 He went there to register 

with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 

was no guest room available for them.  

 



Away in a Manger 

Christian Worship 68 

Solo 

 

 

GOD’S GIFT IS CELEBRATED 

Luke 2:8-20 
 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.       

I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in  the town  

of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign  

to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a 

great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 

her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 

had heard and seen, which were 

 just as they had been told. 

 

 

While by the Sheep 

Sung by Mount Olive 1st and 2nd Grades 

 

 

SERMON……………………………………………………….Pastor Robert Raasch 

Text: Romans 8:32 
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Christian Worship 61:1,3 

Sung by the Congregation 
 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only 

Son, Jesus Christ; grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so may 

we also behold him with sure confidence when he shall come to be our judge; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 
 

Silent Night 

Christian Worship 60 

Sung by the Congregation 
 

 

Organist/Pianist…………………………………………………………………Mr. Jon Riehle 

Musicians/Singers 10AM ………………………Caitlin Kirchner, Jo Guinn, Klint Kaddatz 

Musicians/Singers 11:30 AM, 1:30 PM Caitlin Kirchner, Rachel Wordell, Dave Schwartz 

Musicians/Singers 3PM and 4:30 PM……………………...Mindy Prisland, Klint Kaddatz 

Musicians 6PM…………………………………………………………………….Joyful Noise 
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Mount Olive’s Mission Statement 
 

United by our faith in Jesus Christ and our confession of God’s Word, 
the members of Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church use the   
gospel in Word and sacrament to win the lost for Christ, to nurture one 
another in Christian love, and to equip God’s people for lives of    
Christian worship and service, all to the glory of God. 

 930 E. Florida Avenue  
 Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 

Church & School Office ..........................................739-9194 
 Church and School Website:      

 www.mountoliveappleton.com 
 E-mail: church.office@mountoliveappleton.com or 
  school.office@mountoliveappleton.com 
 

 Pastors: 
Timothy T. Priewe ............................................944-5920 
Robert F. Raasch .............................................830-1142 
Nathan A. Wordell  ........................................... 903-7788  
Joel M. Zank ....................................................733-3171 
Ronald C. Gorske ............................................731-5703 

 Principal: 
Landon J. Zacharyasz .....................................422-3832 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. June-August) 
Monday 6 p.m. 

 

Holy Communion: First and third Sundays of the month in both       
services, at the Saturday evening service preceding those Sundays, 
and at the Monday evening service following those Sundays. We     
practice “Close” Communion. Visitors from our sister congregations in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and ELS are       
welcome to commune with us. If you are a visitor and wish to           
commune, please speak to one of our pastors before the service. 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com/
mailto:church.office@mountoliveappleton.com

