
  

University in Wittenberg now paid off; the lectures on the Old 

Testament books served as groundwork for the translation. 

Luther spent the remainder of his life improving and correcting 

the text of the German, Greek, and Hebrew Bibles. He frequently 

stated that his translations could be even “closer to the German and 

farther removed” from the original languages. On this matter, some 

modern scholars have criticized Luther for rendering the original text 

too freely. In some passages the German translation seems far 

removed from the literal sense. On the other hand, since Luther's 

translation strove to combine the sense and the letter of the original 

text, the German Bible was remarkably contemporary. The ancient 

text was translated with a view to life in the sixteenth century. How 

relevant Luther's Bible was to real life is shown by the number of 

copies which were purchased during Luther's lifetime. By the time of 

Luther's death in 1546, 430 complete or partial editions of the 

German Bible existed, and some 500,000 copies were in circulation! 

It is no wonder that Luther considered the German Bible the most 

important contribution to the European Reformation. In an 

autographed inscription to one copy of the Bible Luther wrote, after 

citing Proverbs 30:5,  It is a blessing above all blessings to be in awe 

and humbly read and hear God's Word. 

Cover:  The Sixth Trumpet from  Das Newe Testament 

Deuotzsch.  The image is from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September 

Testament.  Revelation 9-An angel sounds the sixth trumpet causing 

the attack of an army of angels and lion-like horses. Woodcut 

designed by Lucas Cranach, the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend 

of Martin Luther. 

 

The images from Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch. The 1522 

German New Testament by Dr. Martin Luther are taken from 

https://pitts.emory.edu/.  These woodcuts were designed by Lucas 

Cranach, the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend of Martin Luther. 

For information on licensing this image, please send an email, 

including a link to the image, to dia@emory.edu.  These images are 

made available by the generous contribution of Thrivent Financial 

for Lutherans Foundation.     --MDH 
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Our Family Daily Prayers – 2021/2022 

Follow the order for Daily Devotions in Lutheran Worship, p.293. 

 

Week leading to Advent One:   November 22-28, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 24 (LW, p.321) 

Hymn – LW #25 "O People, Rise and Labor" 

Daily Readings –  
22 Monday Daniel 2:24-49 Rev 19:1-21 

23 Tuesday       Daniel 3:1-30 Rev 20:1-5 

24 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Daniel 4:1-37 Rev 21:1-8 

Catechesis on Matthew 21:1-9 

25 Thursday 

 

9:00 AM 

Daniel 5:1-30 

Optional: Dan 7:1-8:27 

Rev 21:9-27 

Matins on Day of National Thanksgiving 

Isa 61:10-11, 1 Tim 2:1-18, Lk 17:11-19 

26 Friday Dan 6:1-28 

Optional: Dan 9:1-27 

Rev 22:1-27 

27 Saturday 

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 1:1-28 1 Peter 1:1-12 

Church decorating for Advent, 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

1st Vespers for Advent One  

28 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 2:1-22 1 Pet 1:13-25 

Advent One 

Jeremiah 23:5-8, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 21:1-9  

 

#1 Fellowship of the Church for Comfort 

“When I was in spiritual distress a gentle word would restore 

my spirit. Sometimes my confessor said to me when I repeatedly 

discussed silly sins with him, ‘You are a fool. God is not incensed 

against you, but you are incensed against God. God is not angry, with 

you, but you are angry with God.’ This was magnificently said, 

although it was before the light of the gospel. 

“Right here at this table, when the rest of you were in Jena, 

Pomeranus sometimes consoled me when I was sad by saying, ‘No 

doubt God is thinking: What more can I do with this man? I 

have given him so many excellent gifts, and yet he despairs of my 

grace!’ These words were a great comfort to me. As a voice from 

heaven they struck me in my heart, although I think Pomeranus did 

not realize at the time what he had said and that it was so well said. 

“Those who are troubled with melancholy,” he [Martin 

Luther] said, “ought to be very careful not to be alone, for God 

created the fellowship of the church and commanded brotherliness, as 

the Scriptures testify, ‘Woe to him who is alone when he falls.’ etc. 

[Eccles. 4:10].  (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.15)  

 

The Apostle John from Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  The 

image is from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September Testament.  The 

apostle John, receiving inspiration from above writes one of his 

works, with his attribute, the eagle nearby. Woodcut designed by 

Lucas Cranach, the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend of Martin 

Luther. 



  

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The Fifth Petition 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. 

What does this mean?  

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at 

our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy 

of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we 

ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much 

and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely 

forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

 

Collect for Advent One (Ad Te Levavi) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to rescue us from the 

threatening perils of our sins, and save us by Your promised 

deliverance; for You now live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

Week leading to Advent Two:  November 29-December 5, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 50 (LW, p.328-329)  

Hymn – LW #25 "O People, Rise and Labor" 

Daily Readings –  
29 Monday Isaiah 5:1-25 1 Peter 2:1-12 

30 Tuesday  

No service 

Isaiah 6:1-7:9 1 Peter 2:13-25 

St. Andrew, Apostle  

Deut 30:11-14, Romans 10:8-18, Matt 4:18-22 

1 Wednesday 

 

Isaiah 7:10—8:8 1 Pet 3:1-22 

No Learn-by-Heart/Catechesis 

2 Thursday Is 8:9—9:7 1 Pet 4:1-19 

3 Friday Is 9:8-10:11 1 Pet 5:1-14 

4 Saturday Is 10:12-27a, 33-34 2Pet 1:1-21 

5 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

Is 11:1—12:6 2 Pet 2:1-22 

Nicolaus Selnecker, Confessor 

Advent Two   

Malachi 4:1-6; Romans 15:4-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 

#2 When Depressed the devil Accuses Me of Silly Sins 

To be gloomy before God is not pleasing to him, although he 

would permit us to be depressed before the world. He does not wish 

me to have a long face in his presence, as he says, ‘I have no pleasure 

in the death of the wicked’ [Ezek. 33:11] and ‘Rejoice in the Lord’ 

[Phil. 4:4]. He desires not a servant who does not expect good things of 

him. 

“Although I know this, I am of a different mind ten times in the 

course of a day. But I resist the devil, and often it is with a fart that I 

chase him away. When he tempts me with silly sins I say, ‘Devil, 

yesterday I broke wind too. Have you written it down on your list?’ 

…Thus I remind myself of the forgiveness of sin and of Christ … 

He often troubles me with trivialities. I don’t notice this when I’m 

depressed, but when I feel better I recognize it easily.  (Luther’s 

Works, v. 54, p.15) 
 

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The Sixth Petition 

And lead us not into temptation. 

What does this mean?  

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and 

keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not 

deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great 

For Constancy. 
O GOD, incomprehensible, Who doest great wonders, Who 

changest the waters, which once stood still in Thy sight, at 

later time into wine: We humbly beseech Thee to hear the 

voice of our crying, to bestow on us such remembrance that 

we may never forget Thee; livest and reignest with the Father 

and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.59-60). 

To Rejoice in God’s Will Toward Us. 
O GOD, Who chastisest us in Thy love, and refreshest us 

amid Thy chastening: Grant that we may ever be able to give 

Thee thanks for both; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.59). 
 



  

shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray 

that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.  
 

Collect for Advent Two (Populus Zion) 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, so that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 

with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   Amen. 

Week leading to Advent Three:  December 6-12, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 85 (not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #25 "O People, Rise and Labor" 

Daily Readings –  
6 Monday Is 14:1-23 2 Pet 3:1-18 

St. Nicholaus, Bishop & Confessor 

7 Tuesday Is 24:1-13 1 John 1:1—2:14 

St. Ambrose, Bishop, Confessor & Doctor 

8 Wednesday 

  

6:30 PM 

Is 24:14 – 25:1-12  

Optional Obadiah 1-21 

1 John 2:15-29 

Catechesis on Matthew 11:2-11 

9 Thursday Is 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24 

10 Friday Is 26:20—27:13 1 John 4:1-21 

11 Saturday Is 28:14—29 1 John 5:1—21 

2 John l-13; 3 John 1-15 

12 Sunday    

10:15 AM  

 

Is 29:1—14 Jude 1—25 

Advent Three 

Isaiah 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 11:2-11 

 

#3 With Christ, We Have No Reason to Fear His Wrath 

“Well, then, our furious foe has done us much harm. I know that I 

shall see him and his flaming missiles in the last day. As long as we 

have pure teaching he will not harm us, but if the teaching is 

wrong we are done for. But praise be to God, who gave us the Word 

and also allowed his only Son to die for us! He did not do this in vain. 

Accordingly we should entertain the hope that we are saints, that we 

are saved, and that this will be manifest when it is revealed. Since 

Christ accepted the thief on the cross just as he was and received Paul 

after all his blasphemies and persecutions, we have no reason to 

despair. As a matter of fact, all of us must be saved just as the thief and 

Paul were. Good God, what do you think it means that he has given 

his only Son? It means that he also offers whatever else he possesses. 

We have no reason, therefore, to fear his wrath, although we must 

continue to fear on account of the old Adam, who is still unable to 

understand this as it ought to be understood. If we had only the first 

three words of the Creed,39 ‘I believe in God the Father,’ they would 

still be far beyond our understanding and reason. (Luther’s Works, v. 

54, p.15) 

 

 

The Apostle Matthew from  Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  

The image is from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September Testament.  
An initial letter D with Saint Matthew writing his gospel with his attribute, an 

angel. Woodcut designed by Lucas Cranach, the Elder (1472-1553), a close 

friend of Martin Luther.  



  

Catechism - Lord’s Prayer, The Seventh Petition 

But deliver us from evil.  What does this mean?  

We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven 

would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and 

reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed 

end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in 

heaven. 

 

Collect for Advent Three (Gaudete) 
Lord, we implore You, give ear to our prayers and lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You now live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Week leading to Advent Four:  December 13-19, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 19 (LW, p.318-319)  

Hymn – LW #25 "O People, Rise and Labor" 

Daily Readings –  
13 Monday      

 

Is 29: 15—30: 14 Rev 1:1—19 

St. Lucy, Martyr 

14 Tuesday   Is 30:15—26 Rev 2:1—29 

15 Wednesday  

7:00 AM  

 

6:30 PM 

Is 30:27—31:9 Rev 3:1—22 

Matins on Ember Wednesday in Advent  
Isaiah 2:2-5, Isaiah 7:10-15, Luke 1:26-38 

Catechesis on John 1:19-28 

16 Thu          Is 32: 1—20 Rev 4: 1—11 

17 Fri    

7:00 AM  

O Wisdom 

Is 33:1—24 Rev 5:1—14 

Matins on Ember Friday in Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-5, Luke 1:39-47 

18 Sat    

 

7:00 PM 

O Adonai and Ruler 

Is 34:1-2, 8—35: 10  

Optional  Micah 1:1—7:20 

Rev 6:1-17 

Vespers on Ember Saturday in Advent 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Luke 3:1-6 

19 Sunday    

10:15 AM 

O Root of Jesse 

Is 40:1—17 Rev 7:1—17 

Advent Four   

Deuteron. 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7; John 1:19-28 

 

#4 Pray the Catechism Every Day for Joy 

In short, it does not occur to man that God is Father. If it did, man 

could not live for a single moment. Accordingly in this infirm flesh we 

must have faith, for if we were capable of fully believing, heaven 

would already be here. There is therefore no reason to fear, in so far as 

the object of fear is concerned, and yet we cannot understand and are 

For Forgiveness 2. 
WE beseech Thee, O Lord God, to hide Thy face from our sins, 

and to forgive all our misdeeds, and as the publican who stood afar 

off was heard for the sake of his humility, so hear us for the merits 

of our humility, of Him, Who being co-equal with Thee, His 

Father, yet for our sakes vouchsafed to take upon Him the form of 

a servant, even our Lord Jesus Christ; Who liveth and reignest 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.61). 

St. Luke from  Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  The image is from 

Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September Testament.  Luke writes his 

gospel with his attribute the bull nearby. Woodcut designed by Lucas Cranach, 

the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend of Martin Luther.  



  

compelled on account of the weakness of our flesh to suffer assaults 

of fear and desperation. Thus the catechism remains lord, and there 

is nobody who understands it. I am accordingly compelled to pray 

it every day, even aloud, and whenever I happen to be prevented by 

the press of duties from observing my hour of prayer, the entire day 

is bad for me. Prayer helps us very much and gives us a cheerful 

heart, not on account of any merit in the work, but because we have 

spoken with God and found everything to be in order. (Luther’s 

Works, v. 54, p.15) 

 

Catechism - Lord’s Prayer, The Conclusion & Meaning (LW, p. 303)  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

What does this mean?  This means that I should be certain that these 

petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; 

for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has 

promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

Collect for Advent Four (Rorate Coeli) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, we implore You, and come among us, 

that by Your grace whatever is hindered by our sins may yet be 

speedily accomplished through Your mercy and satisfaction; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

 

For Forgiveness 2. 
HEAR us when we call, O Lord Jesus Christ, Who art our 

Righteousness; that as Thou didst for the wicked undergo all 

miseries, so Thou wouldest on the penitent bestow all mercies; 

Who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, 

p.61). 

The Apostle 

John from  

Das Newe 

Testament 

Deuotzsch.  The 

image is from 

Martin Luther's 

(1483-1546) 

September 

Testament.  John 

writes the book of 

Revelation with 

his attribute the 

eagle nearby. 

Woodcut designed 

by Lucas Cranach, 

the Elder (1472-

1553), a close 

friend of Martin 

Luther. 



  

Days leading to Christmas:  December 20-25, 2021 

Psalm – Dec 23-24 Psalm 98 (LW, p.338-339)  

  Dec 25 Psalm 2 (LW, p. 313-314)        

Hymn – LW #36/ TLH 98  "Of the Father’s Love Begotten" 

Daily Readings –  
20 Monday 

O Key of David 

Is 40:18—41:10 Rev 8:1—13 

21 Tuesday 

10:30 AM 

O Dayspring  

Is 42:1—25 Rev 9:1—12 

St. Thomas, Apostle 

Habakkuk 2:1-4, Ephesians 1:3-6, John 19:24-31 

22 Wednesday 
O King of Nations 

6:30 PM  

Is 43: 1-24 Rev 9:13-10:11 

 

Catechesis on St. Luke 2:22-40 

23 Thursday 
O Emmanuel 

Is 43:25—44:20 Rev 11:1—19 

St. Thorlak, Bishop & Confessor 

24 Friday 

 

7:00 PM 

Is 44:21—45:13, 20-25;  

Daniel 10:1-12:13, Isaiah 48:1-22 

Rev 12: 1—17 

Christ’s Mass Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

25 Friday 

8:00 AM 

 

9:00 AM 

Isaiah 49:1-18 Mathew 1:1-17 

Christmas Matins 

Micah 5:2-5a, Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:15-20 

Christ’s Mass Day 

 Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Hebrews 1:1-12, John 1:1-18 

 

Christmas Eve 

#5 When Gloomy, Enjoy the Company of Others 

“Having been taught by experience I can say how you ought to 

restore your spirit when you suffer from spiritual depression. When 

you are assailed by gloom, despair, or a troubled conscience you 

should eat, drink, and talk with others. If you can find help for 

yourself by thinking of a girl, do so. 

“There was a bishop who had a sister in a convent. She was 

disturbed by various dreams about her brother. She betook herself to 

her brother and complained to him that she was again and again 

agitated by bad dreams. He at once prepared a sumptuous dinner and 

urged his sister to eat and drink. The following day he asked her 

whether she had been annoyed by dreams during the night. ‘No,’ she 

responded. ‘I slept well and had no dreams at all.’ ‘Go, then,’ he 

said. ‘Take care of your body in defiance of Satan, and the bad 

dreams will stop.’ (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.15) 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First Question 

What is Baptism?  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 

included in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God?  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 

Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

[Matt. 28:19] 

 

Collect for Vigil of the Nativity (Dec 24) 

O God, who makes us to rejoice in the yearly expectation of the feast 

of our redemption: grant that we who joyfully receive the only 

begotten Son as a Redeemer, may behold, without fear, the same Lord 

Jesus Christ coming as our judge;  who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

 

Collect for Christ’s Mass Dawn (Dec 25) 

Grant, we implore You, almighty God, that we, upon whom is poured 

the new light of Thy Word made flesh, may show forth in our actions 

that which by faith shineth in our minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

For Forgiveness 5. 
WE have sinned, O Lord, we confess, like prodigal sons; we dare 

not look up to heaven: for it was thence we fell and became 

wretched; we have sinned against heaven and before Thee, and we 

are not worthy to be called Thy sons, we denounce ourselves, we 

need neither accusers nor witnesses, we have iniquity triumphing 

over us, we have evil conversation condemning us: Merciful 

Father, Only-Begotten Son, Holy Ghost, receive us penitent, and 

have mercy upon us. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.62). 

 



  

 Christ’s Mass Day 

#6 The Incarnation Is The Reason for Rejoicing 

On the festival of the Annunciation of Mary in 1533 he [Martin 

Luther] said, “When preaching on this day one should stick to the 

story, so that we may celebrate the incarnation of Christ, rejoice 

that we were made his brethren, and be glad that he who fills 

heaven and earth is in the womb of the maiden. Disputations stand 

in the way of joy because they bring forth doubts, and these produce 

sorrow, just as if the girl had not rejoiced until she knew that she was 

promised in marriage and her doubt vanished. Therefore, I hate 

Erasmus from the bottom of my heart because he calls into question 

what ought to be our joy. Bernard filled a whole sermon with praise of 

the Virgin Mary and in so doing forgot to mention what happened; so 

highly did he and Anselm esteem Mary. But a Christian puts the 

questions aside and occupies himself with the effects [of the 

incarnation]. The incarnation, therefore, should be held high. Mary 

can’t be sufficiently praised as a creature, but that the Creator himself 

comes to us and becomes our ransom—this is the reason for our 

rejoicing. I don’t think the story can be told more simply than it was by 

Luke. Nobody could have invented the word ‘sent.’ ” (Luther’s Works, 

v. 54, p.84) 

 

Collect for Christ’s Mass Day (Dec 25) 

Grant, we implore You, heavenly Father, that the new birth of Your 

only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free, who are held in the old 

bondage under the yoke of our sin; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

For Peace 2. 
VOUCHSAFE, O Lord, to look down from Thy holy heaven 

upon the children of men, and give us to know the way of 

peace; that we, being set free from the hard captivity of vice, may 

enjoy the habitations of the heavenly Jerusalem; through Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father 

and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

(Oremus, 1925, p.63-64). 

One Like a Son of Man from Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  The 

image is from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September Testament.  John's 

vision of the one like the son of man among the seven golden 

lampstands. John is pictured bowing at his feet. Woodcut designed by 

Lucas Cranach, the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend of Martin Luther. 



  

Week leading to Christmas One:  December 26, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 111 (LW, p.344-345)  

Hymn – LW #36/ TLH 98  "Of the Father’s Love Begotten" 

Daily Readings –  
26 Sunday       

10:15 AM  

 

 

Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8 Matthew 1:18-25 

St Stephen, First Martyr  

2 Chron. 24:17-22, Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51-60, Matt 23:34-39 

Sunday after Christ’s Mass  

Isaiah 11:1-5; Gal 4:1-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 

#7 Gloria in Excelsis tells us “Rejoice, be glad!” 

On the day of the Nativity [of our Lord] Dr. Martin Luther said 

many things about this remarkable festival which offers godly people 

the greatest pleasure and consolation, for the dear angels 

themselves preach and accompany their preaching with their singing. 

“Those are true witnesses to the Messiah who declare, ‘Rejoice, 

be glad! Here you have the real Prince and a child of heaven and 

earth!’ They sing the best song: Glory be to God (that is, religion and 

faith), peace on earth (namely, in civil life), good will (that we feel 

right and are well pleased). It isn’t known, however, whether the 

angels were prophesying or expressing a wish, whether these words 

are to be understood indicatively(as a fact) or optatively(as a wish 

for us)…. (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.248) 

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First Question 

What is Baptism?  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 

included in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God?  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter 

of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” [Matt. 28:19] 

 
 

Collect for Christmas One 
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your good 

pleasure, that in the name of Your beloved Son, we may be made to abound 

in good works; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

  

After Receiving Absolution 2. 
LORD Jesus, Whose wonderful Name the Angel foretold, Thy 

mother bestowed, Simeon acknowledged, Anna praised: Save 

Thy people in all the world, Thou whose name is majestic in 

heaven, that Thou Who only art glorious in power, mayest also 

be gentle in Thy merciful pardon to the lost; Who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.63). 

Initial Letter N from Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  The image is 

from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September Testament.  The Initial Letter 

N.  could be deer eating grapes. Woodcut designed by Lucas Cranach, the 

Elder (1472-1553), a close friend of Martin Luther. 



  

Week leading to Christmas Two:  Dec. 27, 2021-January 2, 2022 

Psalm  -  Psalm 89(Not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #36/ TLH 98  "Of the Father’s Love Begotten" 

Daily Readings –  
27 Monday 

10:30 AM 

Isaiah 51:17-52:12 Matthew 2:1-12 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist   

Hosea 14:1-9, 1John 1:1-10, John 21:19b-24 

28 Tuesday 

10:30 AM 

Isaiah 52:13-54:10 Matthew 2:13-23 

Holy Innocents   

Jer. 31:15-17, Rev 14:1-5, Matthew 2:13-18 

29 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Isaiah 55:1-13 Luke 1:1-25 

Catechesis on St. Matthew 2:13-23 

30 Thursday Isaiah 58:1-59:3, 14-21 Luke 1:26-38 

31 Friday 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 60:1-22 Luke 1:39-56 

Eve of the Name of Jesus 

Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 8:31-39, Matthew 1:18-21 

1 Saturday  

No service 

Isaiah 61:1-11 Luke 1:57-80 

The Circumcision of Our Lord 

Gen 17:1-4, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21 

2 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 62:1-12 Luke 2:1-20 

Second Sunday after Christmas   

Genesis 46:1-7, 1 Peter 4:12-19, Matthew 2:13-23 

 

#8 The Incarnation Far Superior to the Great Work of Creation 

This evening he [Martin Luther] was very joyful. His 

conversation, his singing, and his thoughts were about the 

incarnation of Christ, our Savior. Amid his sighs he said, “Ah, what 

wretched people we are! To think that we are so cold and slothful in 

our attitude toward this great joy which, after all, happened for us, 

this great benefaction which is far, far superior to all other 

works of creation! And yet how hard it is for us to believe, though 

the good news was preached and sung for us by angels, who are 

heavenly theologians and have rejoiced in our behalf! Their song is 

the most glorious. It contains the whole Christian faith. For the gloria 

in excelsis is supreme worship. They wish us such worship and they 

bring it to us in Christ 

“Ever since the fall of Adam the world knows neither God nor 

his creation. It lives altogether outside of the glory of God. Oh, what 

thoughts man might have had about the fact that God is in all 

creatures, and so might have reflected on the power and the wisdom 

of God in even the smallest flowers! Of a truth, who can imagine how 

God creates, out of the parched soil, such a variety of flowers, such 

pretty colors, such sweet vernal grass, beyond anything that a painter 

or apothecary could make! Yet God can bring out of the ground such 

colors as green, yellow, red, blue, brown. Adam and those around him 

would have been elevated by all this to the praise of God, and they 

would have made use of all created things with thanksgiving. Now we 

enjoy all this to overflowing, yet without understanding, like cattle or 

other beasts trampling the most beautiful blossoms and lilies underfoot. 

 “For this reason the angels here [in the Christmas story] recall 

fallen men to faith and love, that is, to glory toward God and peace 

on earth.” (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.326) 
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Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Second Question  

What benefits does Baptism give?  It works forgiveness of sins, 

rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all 

who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God?  Christ our Lord says 

in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will 

be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” [Mark 

16:16] 

 

Collect for Christmas Two 
O Lord God, heavenly Father, who allowed Your dear Son, Jesus 

Christ, to become a stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sake and 

led Him safely home to His fatherland, mercifully grant that we poor 

sinners who are strangers and sojourners in this perilous world, may 

finally come to our true home and  fatherland, to live in joy and 

glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

 

#8B Luther’s Hymns Designed to Bring Joy 

“DEAR CHRISTIANS, LET US NOW REJOICE” (1523) 

If the ballad describing the martyrs’ deaths of Johann Esch and 

Heinrich Voes was Luther’s first hymn, this ballad of the believer’s 

justification was most likely his second. With the former it shares a 

vivid, personal, dramatic style. But while in the martyrs’ hymn two 

individuals served to illustrate the joy and confidence of faith, 

here the same theme is depicted in the struggles and victories of 

every believer. And while the first hymn described a historical 

event, the second takes its material from Luther’s innermost 

experiences. 

Stanza 1 Dear Christians, let us now rejoice, and dance in joyous 

measure:  Of what to us our God hath shown, and the sweet wonder 

he hath done Full dearly hath he wrought us. 

Stanza 2: That of good cheer and with one voice We sing in love and 

pleasure.  Of what to us our God hath shown, and the sweet wonder 

he hath done Full dearly hath he wrought us. 

“ALL PRAISE TO THEE, O JESUS CHRIST” (1523) 

The first stanza of this hymn was known long before the Reformation 

and was frequently sung on Christmas Day as the people’s response to 

the sequence “Grates nunc omnes.” 
Stanza 7 “All this for us did Jesus do, That his great love he might 

show. Let Christendom rejoice therefore, And give him thanks 

for evermore. Kyrie.  (Luther’s Works, v. 53, p.216, 239-240) 

Collect for the Eve of the Name of Jesus (December 31) 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, who sent Your only-begotten Son to be 

our Savior and so gave Him the name of Jesus, mercifully grant that 

we who worship His name on earth may joyfully behold Him in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Collect for the Circumcision of Our Lord (January 1) 

O Lord God, who for our sakes made Your blessed Son, our Savior, 

subject to the Law and caused Him to endure the circumcision of the 

flesh, grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit, that our hearts may 

be pure from all sinful desires and lusts; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.  
  

For Peace 3. 
O GOD, Who art Peace everlasting, Whose chosen reward is the gift of 

peace, and Who hast taught us that the peacemakers are Thy children: 

Pour Thy peace into our souls, that everything discordant may utterly 

vanish, and all that makes for peace be sweet to us forever; through Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 

1925, p.64). 

For Peace 4. 
O GOD, Who hast taught us to keep all Thy heavenly commandments by 

loving Thee and our neighbor: Grant us the Spirit of peace and grace, 

than we may be both devoted to Thee with our whole heart, and united to 

each other with a pure will; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.64). 



  

The days leading to Epiphany of Our Lord:  January 3-6, 2022 

Psalm - Psalm 72(LW, p. 332) 

Hymn – LW #78 "Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure" 
Daily Readings –  

3 Monday Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40 

4 Tuesday Isaiah 63:15-65:2 Luke 2:41-52 

5 Wednesday     Isaiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20 

6 Thursday 

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38 

Church undecorating, 6 PM 

The Epiphany of Our Lord – Divine Service 

(with burning of Christmas Tree following service) 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

#9 We Are Saved Because We Are Weak in Wisdom, Power, and 

Holiness 

“Thus we are like the holy fathers in our faith. The weaker we are 

than the fathers, the greater the victory Christ obtains for us. We are 

very inexperienced, very weak, and very proud over against the 

devil; he has a great advantage over us, for our wisdom, power, and 

holiness are not so great as our fathers’ were. But our Lord God 

wants to put an end to the devil’s extreme arrogance…. (Luther’s 

Works, v. 54, p.95) 

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Third Question  

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God 

in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no 

Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-

giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the 

Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: 

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we 

might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a 

trustworthy saying.” [Titus 3:5–8] 

 

 

 

Collect for The Epiphany of Our Lord 

O God, who by the leading of a star made manifest Your only-begotten 

Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant that we, who know You now by 

faith, may after this life joyfully behold Your glorious Godhead; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.   

  

For The Church, General 4. 
O CHRIST, the Word of the Father, by Whom all things were 

created: Keep, we beseech Thee, Thy Church gathered together 

from the various nations of the Gentiles: that while we love 

Thee with a pure heart, we may come to the joys of Thine 

eternal Kingdom; Who livest and reignest with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

(Oremus, 1925, p.67-68). 
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Week leading to Epiphany One:  January 7-9, 2022 

Psalm - Psalm 45 (LW, p. 327) 

- Psalm 84 (LW, p.335)  

Hymn – LW #78 "Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure" 
Daily Readings –  

7 Friday Ezekiel 1:1-14, 22-28 
Optional Habakkuk 1:1-3:19 

Romans 1:1-17 

8 Saturday Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 Romans 1:18-32 

9 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

Ezekiel 3:12-28 
Optional Ezekiel 4:1-11:25 

Romans 2:1-16 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Kings 8:6-13, Romans 12:1-5, Luke 2:41-52 

 

#10 A Christian Should and Must Be a Cheerful Person 

I asked him [Martin Luther] about a certain man who, when he had a 

stomachache for several days and as a consequence had pain in his 

head and was confused in his thoughts, got the notion and was afraid 

that he was falling into a state of melancholy. He disclosed his 

anxiety to me and asked that I notify the doctor, whereupon he 

[Martin Luther] responded with these words: “When the devil can 

bring this about, it means that imagination has produced the effect. 

On this account his thoughts ought to be changed. He ought to think 

about Christ. You should say to him, ‘Christ lives. You have 

been baptized. God is not a God of sadness, death, etc., but the 

devil is. Christ is a God of joy, and so the Scriptures often say 

that we should rejoice, be glad, etc. This is Christ. Because you 

have a gracious God, he won’t take you by the throat.’ 

“A Christian should and must be a cheerful person. If he isn’t, the 

devil is tempting him. (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.95) 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Third Question  

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God in 

the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no 

Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 

water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, 

as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: 

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy 

saying.” [Titus 3:5–8] 

For The Church, General 1.  
VISIT, O Lord, this Vine, which Thou hast brought out of the 

Egypt of troubles with Thy strong right hand; that quickened by 

the light of Thy countenance, it may be glad with the 

plenteousness of good fruits in Thee; through Jesus Christ, Thy 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 

1925, p.67). 
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Collect for Epiphany One 

O Lord, we implore You mercifully to receive the prayers of Your 

people who call upon You, and grant that they may both perceive and 

know what things they ought to do and also may have grace and 

power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Days leading to Epiphany Two:  January 10-16, 2022 

Psalm  -  Psalm 66(not in LW) or Psalm 145(not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #78 "Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure" 
Daily Readings –  

10 Monday Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 
Optional Ezekiel 19:1-24:27 

Romans 2:17-29 

11 Tuesday       Ezekiel 33:1-20 Romans 3:1-18 

12 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Ezekiel 34:1-24 Romans 3:19-31 

Catechesis on John 2:1-11 

13 Thursday 

10:30 AM 

Ezekiel 36:13-28 Romans 4:1-25 

The Baptism of Our Lord   

Joshua 3:1-3,7-8,13-17; 1Cor 1:26-31; Matthew 3:13-17 

14 Friday Ezekiel 36:33-37:14 Romans 5:1-21 

15 Saturday Ezekiel 37:15-28 Romans 6:1-23 

16 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Ezekiel 38:1-23 Romans 7:1-20 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany   

Exodus 33:12-23, Ephesians 5:22-33, John 2:1-11 

 

#11 I preach a Joyful Heart, but I haven’t as yet Learned It 

“A Christian should and must be a cheerful person. If he isn’t, the 

devil is tempting him. I have sometimes been grievously tempted 

while bathing in my garden, and then I have sung the hymn, ‘Let us 

now praise Christ.’ Otherwise I would have been lost then and there. 

Accordingly, when you notice that you have some such thoughts, 

say, ‘This isn’t Christ.’ To be sure, he can hear the name of Christ, 

but it’s a lie because Christ says, ‘Let not your hearts be troubled 

[John 14:27]. Trust in me,’ etc. This is a command of God: 

‘Rejoice!’  I now preach this, and I also write it, but I haven’t as yet 

learned it. But it happens that we learn as we’re tempted. If we were 

always glad, the devil would befoul us.  Christ knows that our hearts 

are troubled, and it is for this reason that he says and commands, ‘Let 

not your hearts be troubled.’ (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.95) 

 

Collect for Epiphany Two 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and 

earth, mercifully hear the supplications of Your people and grant us 

Your peace all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Collect for Baptism of Our Lord 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose voice was heard at the baptism of 

Your only-begotten Son, declaring Him to be the one with whom You 

are well-pleased, pour down Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful 

people that we may rejoice in this same sonship that we have received 

from You through our baptism into Christ; who lives and reigns with 

You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Fourth Question 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a 

new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” [Rom. 6:4]

For The Church, General 2. 
ALMIGHTY God, Who hast sent Thine Only-Begotten Son, 

and hast revealed Him as Creator of all things, look upon this 

Vine, which Thy right hand hath planted, prune away the 

thorns from it, bring forth its branches in might, and give them 

the fruit of truth; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.67). 



  

Days leading to Epiphany Three:  January 17-23, 2022 

Psalm  -  Psalm 121(LW, p. 357) 

Hymn – LW #78 "Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure" 
Daily Readings –  

17 Monday Ezekiel 39:1-10,17-29 Romans 7:21-8:17 

18 Tuesday   

10:30 AM     

Ezekiel 40:1-4; 43:1-12 Romans 8:18-39 

Confession of St. Peter 

Ac 2:22-24, 32-33, 1 Pt 1:1-9, Mt 16:13-19 

19 Wednesday 

 

6:30 PM 

Ezekiel 44:1-16, 23-29 Romans 9:1-18 

St. Henry of Finland, Martyr 

Catechesis on Matthew 8:1-13 

20 Thursday Ezekiel 47:1-14, 21-23 Romans 9:19-33 

21 Friday Joel 1:1-20 Romans 10:1-21 

22 Saturday Joel 2:1-17 Romans 11:1-24 

23 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

 

Joel 2:18-32 Romans 11:25-12:13 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany   

2 Kings 5:1-15a, Romans 1:8-17, Matthew 8:1-13 

 

#12 Avoid Quibbling, Instead Seek Truth and Rejoice in 

Guilelessness 

“The world must be considered carefully [Martin Luther said]. It’s 

governed by opinions, and therefore it’s ruled by sophistical hypocrisy 

and tyranny. True religion is compelled to serve them as a 

maidservant. One must therefore be careful and beware of sophistry, 

which consists not only of equivocation in words but flourishes under 

all circumstances, so that in religion it possesses a magnificent 

pretense under the guise of Holy Scripture. There’s more harm in 

sophistry than any man can perceive; our nature, which is prone to 

lying, can’t see the evil in sophistry at all. Plato offers a remarkable 

description of sophistry: People who can twist everything, repudiate 

the opinions of others, and draw conclusions on both sides after the 

manner of Carneades are not to be praised. These are sly tricks. It’s 

the glory of a good character [on the other hand] to seek the truth 

and to rejoice in guilelessness.” (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.322) 
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Collect for Epiphany Three  

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities 

and in all our dangers and necessities stretch forth the right hand of 

Your majesty to help and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

Days leading to Epiphany Four:  January 24-30, 2022 

Psalm - Psalm 121(LW, p. 357) 

Hymn – LW #78 "Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure" 
Daily Readings –  

24 Monday 

10:30 AM 

Joel 3:1-21 Romans 12:14-13:14 

St. Timothy, Pastor and Confessor 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 1 Peter 5:1-4, John 21:15-17 

25 Tuesday 

10:30 AM 

Zechariah 1:1-21 Romans 14:1-23 

The Conversion of St. Paul 

Jeremiah 1:4-10, Acts 9:1-22, Mt 19:27-30 

26 Wednesday 

10:30 AM 

 

6:30 PM 

Zechariah 2:1-3:10 Romans 15:1-13 

St. Titus, Pastor and Confessor 

Acts 20:17-35, Ephesians 3:14-21, Matthew 24:42-47 

Catechesis on  Matthew 8:23-27 

27 Thursday Zechariah 4:1-5:11 Romans 15:14-33 

28 Friday Zechariah 6:1-7:14 Romans 16:17-27 

29 Saturday Zechariah 8:1-23 2 Timothy 1:1-18 

30 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

 

Zechariah 9:1-17 2 Timothy 2:1-26 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany   

Jonah 1:1-17, Romans 8:18-23, Matthew 8:23-27 

 

#14 Luther Frustrated that He Can’t Rejoice and Be Thankful 

When the illness of his daughter became graver he [Martin Luther] 

said, “I love her very much. But if it is thy will to take her, dear God, I 

shall be glad to know that she is with thee.” 

Afterward he said to his daughter, who was lying in bed, “Dear 

Magdalene, my little daughter, you would be glad to stay here with me, 

your father. Are you also glad to go to your Father in heaven?” 

The sick girl replied, “Yes, dear Father, as God wills.” 

The father said, “You dear little girl!” [Then he turned away from 

her and said,] “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak [Matt. 26:41]. 

I love her very much. If this flesh is so strong, what must the spirit 

be?” Among other things he then said, “In the last thousand years God 

has given to no bishop such great gifts as he has given to me (for one 

should boast of God’s gifts), I’m angry with myself that I’m unable to 

rejoice from my heart and be thankful to God, though I do at times 

sing a little song and thank God. Whether we live or die, we are the 

Lord’s [Rom. 14:8]—in the genitive singular and not in the nominative 

plural.” (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.430) 
 

For The Church, General 3. 
O GOD, Whose throne endureth forever: Grant that Thy 

Church may be enriched by the excellent beauty of all virtues; 

while, nevertheless, she is far more glorious, through the 

indwelling of Thy ever-present Spirit; Who livest and reignest 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.67). 
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Catechism -  Confession, Question One & Two 

What is Confession? 

Confession has two parts.  First, that we confess our sins, and 

second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the 

pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that 

by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not 

aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we 

should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 

 

Collect for Epiphany Four  

Almighty God, who knows us to be set in the midst of so many and 

great dangers that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot 

always stand upright, grant to us such strength and protection as may 

support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

  

For The Parish Church 1. 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, Whom the heaven of 

heavens cannot contain, yet Who art willing to have an house 

fashioned by man, wherein Thine honor dwelleth and where 

men may worship Thee: Of Thy love and mercy, we beseech 

Thee, vouchsafe Thy presence here that this Church which we 

have reared to the glory of Thy name, may by Thee be accepted 

and hallowed, to the end that souls may here be gathered, 

nourished in Thy love, and made fruitful in Thy service; 

through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.69). 
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For The Church, General 5. 
O THOU Who art great and highly to be praised: Spread 

abroad the faith of Thy Church into all realms, to the end, that 

as in all its degrees Thou art acknowledged to be GOD, Thou 

mayest also be praised in the united devotion of her members; 

receive of Thy mercy, her prayers, and in the midst of the 

tempests of this world, be Thou her watchful Pilot, so that we 

may by Thy mercy enter that City which Thou hast founded for 

ever and ever, and may be received therein, and may tell within 

its towers Thy marvelous works; through Jesus Christ, Thy 

Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 

1925, p.68). 



  

Week leading to Transfiguration:   January 31-February 6, 2022 

Psalm - Psalm 99 (not in LW) 

Hymn – LW #369 / TLH 372 "Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit"   

Daily Readings –  
31 Monday Zechariah 10:1-11:3 2 Timothy 3:1-18 

1 Tuesday       Zechariah 11:4-17 2 Timothy 4:1-18 

1 Tuesday       

No service 

Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-2:6 

The Presentation of Our Lord 

Malachi 3:1-4, Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke 2:22-32 

No Learn-by-Heart/Catechesis 

3 Thursday Zechariah 14:1-21 Titus 2:7-3:15 

4 Friday Job 1:1-22 John 1:1-18 

5 Saturday Job 2:1-3:10 John 1:19-34 

6 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

 

Job 3:11-26 John 1:35-51 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Peter 1:16-23, Matthew.17:1-9 

  
#15 We Will Be Glad and Rejoice Forever 

On the same day Luther spoke admirably about the future 

eternal life and its unspeakable joy: “Human reason can’t grasp it 

by speculation. With our thoughts we can’t get beyond the visible 

and physical. No man’s heart comprehends eternity. One might 

suppose that according to the saying, ‘Even pleasure becomes 

burdensome,’ one would get tired of eternity. What pleasure is like in 

eternity we can’t imagine. Isaiah said, ‘Be glad and rejoice forever in 

that which I create’ [Isa. 65:18].” (Luther’s Works, v. 54, p.325) 

 

Catechism - Confession, Question Three 

Which are these? 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: 

Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? 

Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-

tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your 

words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, 

or done any harm? 

 
 

Collect for Transfiguration 

O God, who in the glorious transfiguration of Your only begotten Son 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the fathers and 

who, in the voice that came from the bright cloud, did in a wonderful 

manner foreshow the adoption of sons, mercifully make and keep us 

co-heirs with the King of His glory and bring us to the enjoyment of 

the same; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.  
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Introduction  

By the time that he posted the ninety-five theses on the door of 

the church in Wittenberg, Martin Luther (1483-1546) was convinced 

that the Word of God should be heard and read by all. The Bible, 

Luther believed, should be at the centre of the preaching. This 

conviction he expressed in theses 53 and 54 of the famous 

declaration of October 31, 1517: 

They are the enemies of Christ and of the pope who forbid 

altogether the preaching of the Word of God in some churches in 

order that indulgences may be preached in others; and, the Word of 

God suffers injury when, in the same sermon, an equal or longer time 

is devoted to indulgences than to the Word. 

In the course of the years which followed that first Reformation 

Day, Luther became increasingly convinced that every German 

citizen should read the Bible for himself and not through the eyes of 

the Romanist church. The pope is not the only person permitted to 

interpret Scripture, but every Christian, with the aid of the Holy 

Spirit, is able to understand clearly the message of the Gospel. 

Therefore, Luther realized, the Bible ought to be translated into 

German. 

German translations of the Bible did exist; according to one 

count, no less than 18 High and Low German translations predate 

Luther's version. But these translations were inadequate, since they 

were translations not of the original Greek and Hebrew texts, but of 

the Latin Vulgate translation. The famous Gutenberg Bible was 

unintelligible to most people because it, too, was a Latin version. By 

November 1521, Luther had stated publicly his wish that all Germans 

might read the Bible for themselves in the mother tongue and without 

the aid of commentaries. The desire to return to the original source, 

“the clear pure Word of God itself,” grew not only in the hearts of 

other reform-minded scholars, but also in the heart of Dr. Luther, 

“professor of Bible” at the University in Wittenberg. 

1521 proved to be an exciting year for Luther. The papal bull of 

1520, which had declared Luther a heretic and enemy of the church, 

had provided the defiant reformer with a greater zeal than ever before. 

And still flush with the excitement of the Diet of Worms (1521), 

Luther knew that he had passed the point of no return. All Germany 

was in a state of unrest, and waited to see what leadership Luther 

would provide. But the edict of Charles V after the Diet had called for 

the capture of Luther, and “brother Martin” was a wanted man. Thus it 

came about that in the spring of 1521 Luther was abducted by his own 

supporters and taken to Wartburg castle near Eisenach. There, 

assuming the name Junker Georg (“Knight” George), Luther spent 

almost a year away from his beloved Wittenberg. 

 

In Wartburg Castle  

Imprisonment in the Wartburg was an important phase in Luther's 

life, because he was able to work in relative peace on a project he 

knew was important to the growing Reformation. When Luther 

interrupted the voluntary exile in Wartburg castle with a brief visit to 

Wittenberg, his friend, Philip Melanchthon, strongly encouraged him 

to forge ahead with the translation of the Bible. Back in the castle, 

Luther maintained a public profile through his published treatises; yet 

he was permitted to make the most of the time. The privacy of the 

castle provided an opportunity for full concentration upon the New 

Testament. And the result of his labours was the so-called Luther-

Bible, a German edition of the New Testament which would become 

the basis for reform throughout Germany and the rest of Europe. It is 

indeed remarkable that Luther produced the first draft of the German 

New Testament in the span of only eleven weeks. 

Fortunately for Luther, much of the groundwork for a good 

translation of the New Testament had been completed. In 1519 

Erasmus had published his second, revised edition of the Greek New 

Testament; Luther used this text for his translation. He also compared 

the Latin translation, annotations, and comments which Erasmus had 

appended to his text with the standard Vulgate. 1 Luther's aim was to 

provide a simple, direct rendering of the Greek in modern German. 

Since he considered the Word of God to be first the spoken Word, 

Luther paid much attention to the sound which an audible reading of 

the text would produce. Accordingly, the rhythm and cadence of the 
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German text are superb. Moreover, as was his style, Luther employed 

graphic and vivid diction where the text permitted. Several turns of 

phrase became proverbial sayings: “throwing your pearls before 

swine” (Matthew 7:6) and “shaking off the dust from your feet” 

(Matthew 10:14) are but two examples. In the matter of linguistics, 

the translation was a major achievement. 

The greatest significance of the translation, however, was not its 

language or style; it was the simple fact that the Gospel was 

expressed in German. In the preface Luther stated that the New 

Testament brings the good news of salvation in Christ. The New 

Testament is the “evangel” which surpasses the Old Testament and 

the law; it is “a book in which are written the Gospel and the 

promises of God.” And the “real nature of the Gospel,” Luther 

explains, is the glad tiding that “faith in Christ overcomes sin, death 

and hell, and gives life, righteousness and salvation.” The purpose of 

the translation was, quite simply, to make available to all Germany 

the good news of eternal life in Christ Jesus. The brief marginal notes 

which accompanied the text highlight the good news which the 

Roman church had kept secret for ages: justification by faith alone. 

This theme, and the many others which became part of the 

Reformation, is clearly expressed in the German edition of 1522. 

 

…By the time Luther ended his stay at Wartburg castle, he had 

completed the translation of the New Testament. The spring of 1522 

was dedicated to revisions and corrections, and when the summer 

was over, the New Testament was ready for the press, which 

produced a complete New Testament shortly before September 25. It 

is estimated that three thousand copies of Das Newe Testament 

Deutzsch were printed in Wittenberg; an unbound copy sold for a 

half gulden. The sales were so strong that by December a second, 

new edition was printed. Evidently people ignored the pope's ban of 

Luther's writings. And the order that Duke George of Saxony gave in 

1522 to surrender the translation with its “heretical” notes and 

glosses fell upon deaf ears. 

It goes without saying that “Luther's Bible” contributed greatly to 

the Reformation in Germany. Now all German-speaking people 

could read the Gospel in their own language. Luther had taken pains 

to provide a translation which might be read easily by people 

throughout the country. At least eighty percent of the expressions 

could be understood in both North and South Germany, despite the 

widely differing dialects in these regions. It falls outside the scope of 

this article to discuss the contribution which Luther's translation made 

to the formation of new High German; suffice it to say that “die 

Luther-Bible” is deemed by many to be the most influential work in 

the German tongue. Of greater importance is that Luther's translation 

was invaluable for the reformation of the church. No longer were lay 

people dependent upon the interpretation and exegesis of Roman 

Catholic clergy. Now each person could read the Bible for himself in 

his native tongue. Very quickly the translation became the basis for the 

reform of the church throughout Germany. 

And not Germany alone, but all Europe was affected by the 

appearance of the Bible in a common tongue. Luther's translation was 

widely used outside his native country, and it became the benchmark 

for all Protestant versions in the Germanic languages. Also the English 

Bible which we use today shows signs of Luther's work, for William 

Tyndale, and later Miles Coverdale, who contributed much to the 

English Authorized Version (1611), were heavily influenced by 

Lutheran formulations….  

 

Conclusion  

Soon after the appearance of the German New Testament in 

September 1522, Luther began to translate the Old Testament. Despite 

some modern claims to the contrary, it may be said that Luther 

championed the unity of the Old and New Testament, and therefore 

was eager to complete the edition. For several reasons, however, the 

Old Testament did not appear in its entirety in German until 1534. 

Luther's illness, the Peasant War, and the demands of ecclesiastical and 

political developments, prevented the Reformer from working on the 

Old Testament with that peaceful concentration he had enjoyed while 

in the Wartburg. Also, the length and comparative difficulty of the Old 

Testament books demanded more time. To aid him, Luther enlisted 

Philip Melanchthon, and probably also the Hebrew scholar Matthew 

Aurogallus. The works of the Hebraist Reuchlin stood them in good 

stead as they struggled with the difficult passages in Job and the books 

of the prophets. Luther's experience as “professor of Bible” at the  
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