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The Calendar
September 5  Trinity 14  TLH 25
September 12  Trinity 15  TLH 443
September 19  Trinity 16  TLH 596
  September 21 (T) St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
  September 22   Wednesday of Ember Week of September
  September 24  Friday of Ember Week of September
  September 25  Saturday of Ember Week of September
September 26  Trinity 17  TLH 524
  September 29 (W) St. Michael and All Angels TLH 254

ST. IGNATIUS LUTHERAN SEMINARY—Seminary classes re-
sume on Tuesday, September 7. The classes offered this quarter:
 E009—Greek Readings 1 (1 hr.) 
 S004—Christology (3 hrs.)
 H008—Readings in the Church Fathers (1 hr.) 
 H002—Ecumenical Councils (2 hrs.) 
 E005—The Synoptic Gospels (3 hrs.)
DIOCESAN VISITATION SCHEDULE—The diocesan visitations for 
2021 continue. Bishop Heiser visited with Pastor Scheck and the 
saints of Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (Richmond, MO) on August 11; 
Pastor Scheck preached for the Vespers before the bishop’s meeting 
with the congregation. 
 The following day, Bishop Heiser visited with Pr. Handrich 
and members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church (Peoria, IL), and saw a 
church building which the congregation is considering purchasing. 
 On Friday, August 13, the bishop visited with Pr. Rutowicz and 
the members of St. Boniface Lutheran Church (Niles, MI); the bishop 
preached for the Vespers and then met with the congregation. 
 On August 14 and 15, Bishop Heiser visited with Pastor Hen-
son and Deacon Harroun and the saints of Trinity Lutheran Church 
(Herrin, IL). Pr. Henson preached for the Matins (Festival of St. 
Mary) and the bishop preached for the Divine Service (Trinity 11). 
The bishop met with the congregation following the Divine Service.

Friday:
Introit.     Same as Fourth Sunday in Lent.
Collect.    Same as Fourth Sunday in Lent.
Lesson.  Hosea 14:1–9.
Gradual.    Same as Fourth Sunday in Lent.
Gospel.  St. Luke 7:38–50.

Saturday:
Introit. (Same tone as Wednesday.)
Ant. COME LET || us adore God, and fall down before the | 
Lord | -:
 let us weep before Him who made us; for He is | the | 
Lord | our | God.
Psalm || Come let us praise the Lord | with | joy:
 let us joyfully sing to | God | our | Sav- | ior.
GLO-RY || be to the Father and to the | Son | - :
 and to | the | Ho- | ly | Ghost.
AS IT || was in the beginning, is now, and ever | shall | be:
 world with- |out | end. | A- | men. (Ant. Repeated.)

Collect.            Same as Wednesday.
Lesson.  Leviticus 23:26–32.
Epistle.  Hebrews 9:2–12.

Gradual.
|| Forgive us our sins, O Lord; lest they should say at any 
time among the | Gen- | tiles:
 — | Where | is | their | God?
||  Help us, O God our | Sav- | ior:
 and for the glory of Thy Name, O Lord | de - | liv- | er | us.

Gospel.  St. Luke 13:6–17.



PROPERS FOR EMBERS DAYS IN SEPTEMBER (22ND–25TH)

Wednesday:

Introit.
Ant. SING A- || loud to God | our | strength: 
 Make a joyful shout to the | God | of | Ja - | cob.
|| Raise a song and strike the | tim- | brel :
 The pleasant | harp | with | the | lute.
Psalm. || This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when he went 
out through the land of | Egypt | -:
 where I heard a language which I | un- | der | stood | not.
GLO-RY || be to the Father and to the | Son | - :
 and to | the | Ho- | ly | Ghost.
AS IT || was in the beginning, is now, and ever | shall | be:
 world with- |out | end. | A- | men. (Ant. Repeated.)

Collect.
We beseech Thee, O Lord, that our weakness may be upheld by 
Thy healing mercy, so that what of itself is falling into ruin may 
be restored by Thy clemency. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord... Amen.

Lesson. Amos 9:13–15.
Gradual.
||  Blessed is the nation whose God is the | Lord | -:
 the people whom the Lord hath chosen for His | in- | her- | 
i- | tance.
|| By the word of the Lord the heavens were es- | tab- | lished:
 and all the power of them by the | spirit | of | His | mouth.

Gospel . St. Mark 9:16–28.

 On August 17, Bishop Heiser visited Pr. Stefanski and the 
saints of Holy Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church (Harrison, AR). The bish-
op taught an afternoon workshop of the Reformation/Post-Refor-
mation festivals in the diocesan calendar. Pr. Stefanski preached for 
the Vespers.
 On August 18, Pr. Stefanski accompanied the bishop for the 
visitation with Pastor Moll and Deacon Jackson at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church (Rogers, AR); in the evening, the bishop met with 
the congregation. This was Bishop Heiser’s fi rst meeting with the 
congregation.
Currently Scheduled Visitations for September:
SEPTEMBER 2–5 Pr. Tolar & St. Luke L.C. (Kenai, Alaska)
SEPTEMBER 17 Pr. Warr & St. Patrick L.C. (Chipley, Florida)

EMBER DAYS OBSERVED IN SEPTEMBER—The Fall Ember Days 
follow the observance of the Festival of St. Matthew. These are 
traditionally penitential days. Unfortunately, the Propers were 
not included in the draft of the Diocesan Lectionary. They are, 
therefore, included in the fi nal pages of this issue of The Lutheran 
Herald. Pastors and congregations are encouraged to set aside 
time to observe at least one of these days—whether by means of 
a Matins, Vespers, or Divine Service—as best fi ts the schedule of 
the various congregations.
 If congregations take a special offering is taken during 
these Ember Days, they are encouraged to collect such offerings 
in support of Pastor Marin and the Iglesia Confesional de Colom-
bia and to send the offerings to the Diocesan Treasurer (c/o Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, 1000 North Park Avenue, Herrin, IL  62948).



Lesson from the Book of Concord
The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

I. Of Sin.
 Here we must confess, as Paul says in Rom. 5:11, that sin originated from one 

man Adam, by whose disobedience all men were made sinners, and subject to death 

and the devil.  This is called original or capital sin.

 The fruits of this sin are afterwards evil deeds which are forbidden in the Ten 

Commandments, such as unbelief, false faith, idolatry, to be without the fear of God, 

arrogance, blindness, and, to speak briefl y, not to know or regard God; secondly, to 

lie, to swear by God’s name, not to pray, not to call upon God, not to regard God’s 

Word, to be disobedient to parents, to murder, to be unchaste, to steal, to deceive, etc.

 This hereditary sin is so deep a corruption of nature, that no reason can under-

stand it, but it must be believed from the revelation of Scriptures, Ps. 51:5; Rom. 

5:12 sqq.; Ex. 33:3; Gen 3:7 sqq.  Wherefore the dogmas of the scholastic doctors 

[that is, medieval Roman Catholic theologians] are pure errors and obscurations 

contrary to this article, for by them it is taught:

 That since the fall of Adam the natural powers of man have remained entire 

and incorrupt, and that man by nature has right reason and a good will, as the 

philosophers teach.

 And that man has a free will to do good and omit evil, and, again, to omit good 

and do evil.

 Also that man by his natural powers can observe and do all the commandments 

of God.

 And that, by his natural powers, he can love God above all things, and his 

neighbor as himself.

 Also if a man do as much as is in him, God certainly grants to him His grace.

 And if he wish to come to the sacrament, there is no need of a good intention 

to do good, but it is suffi cient if he have not a wicked purpose to commit sin; so 

entirely good is his nature and so effi cacious the sacrament.

 Also that it is not founded upon Scripture that, for a good work, the Holy 

Ghost with His grace is necessary.

 Such and many other things have arisen from want of understanding and 

learning concerning both sins and Christ our Saviour, and they are truly heathen 

dogmas which we cannot endure.  For if these dogmas would be right, Christ has 

died in vain, since there is in man no sin and misery for which He should have died; 

or He would have died only for the body, not for the soul, inasmuch as the soul is 

entirely sound, and the body only is subject to death.        —The Smalcald Articles

SATURDAY, OCT. 2: ISAIAH 1:10-17        17TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 The prophet Isaiah addresses Sodom and Gomorrah. 
These two cities embodied the utter corruption of mankind. 
They serve as examples of how corrupt and sinful mankind can 
be. The problem is that when Isaiah was preaching, Sodom and 
Gomorrah had long since been destroyed for the abominations 
that were committed in them. So then, to whom is the prophet 
Isaiah really preaching?
 Isaiah is addressing the Israelites. The sins of the people 
of Israel had reached the level of the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. The sacrifi ces that they made on a daily basis did 
nothing to appease the Lord. They had reduced the sacrifi ces 
down to work that they did which required no faith whatsoever. 
This is much like at the time of the Reformation when the Pa-
pists believed they were observing the sacraments correctly by 
observing them ex opere operato, that is, by the mere doing of 
them.
 In short, their heart was not in them. Israel did not offer 
sacrifi ces to receive forgiveness, but did them only as a good 
work. Even worse is that they did not change their behavior, or 
show humility over their sinfulness. They thought they could 
go on committing the abominable acts of the false religions 
around them and still appease the Lord God by offering sac-
rifi ces. Their sacrifi ces had become an abomination to the 
Lord God, just like Sodom and Gomorrah. What God required 
was repentance, a humble heart that clung to Him alone for 
forgiveness.
 Prayer: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace 
to withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



FRIDAY, OCT. 1: JEREMIAH 13:15-25      17TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Yesterday we heard of Ezra dealing with the sins of the 
Israelites after they had just been shown grace by the Lord God 
to return to the Promised Land and rebuild Jerusalem. Today, 
the prophet Jeremiah preaches against the sins of Judah before 
they are exiled into Babylon. The sin of the Israelites always 
seemed to be the same sin. They were constantly forsaking the 
truth of the Word of God for the falsehoods of the false reli-
gions of the Canaanite people which they were to utterly de-
stroy. Because they allowed falsehood to remain in their midst, 
they fell into it very easily.
 The same is true of us today when we allow false teach-
ings to remain unchecked in our midst. This includes not only 
matters of theology, but also the sins of our society that con-
tinue to not be preached against. In many places and churches 
today they are embraced as virtues to be upheld. Our society 
allows the false doctrines of the devil, the world, and our sinful 
fl esh to remain among us unchecked. The prophet Jeremiah’s 
plea from the Lord is to throw off the false religions and teach-
ings of this world and to embrace the truth of God’s Word.
 Our sinfulness deserves to be punished. Those who will-
fully continue in impenitent sin are in danger of the Holy Ghost 
departing from them. Let us therefore heed the admonitions of 
the Lord and cling in faith to the works of the Christ.
 Prayer: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace 
to withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: JOHN 5:1-15     14TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Well, even sheep get dirty. In Biblical times, the sheep, 
having wandered over dirty fi elds and paths, needed a good 
bath before they were offered in the temple as sacrifi ces. So 
things were when Jesus entered the Temple Sheep Gate. He 
passed by the pool used for washing sheep before they were of-
fered as sacrifi ces. There lay a certain man who had been lame 
for many years. He had been waiting a long time for an angel 
of the Lord to come, stir the waters, and give the waters healing 
power so that he could be healed. But no one helped him into 
the pool. When Jesus saw the sick “lamb”, He asked this man 
if he wanted to be made well. Of course, the answer was “yes”. 
And so Jesus healed him. What a great gift from God!
 This certain, specifi c, real, sick man was healed. God’s 
perfect Lamb heals us, makes us clean and healed from sin in 
the waters of Holy Baptism. Then we, you and I, through faith 
live a life full of opportunities to tell others what He has done 
to cleanse us from sin. 
 Prayer: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church 
with Thy perpetual mercy; and because the frailty of man with-
out Thee cannot but fail, keep us ever by Thy help from all 
things hurtful and lead us to all things profi table to our salva-
tion; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7: 2 COR. 9:6-11  14TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Are you unsure about God’s ability to take care of you? 
Do you trust that the One who created the heavens and earth is 
big enough and powerful enough to take care of you? Is there 
enough air for you to breathe? Is there enough water for you 
to drink? Is there enough food for you to eat? Is there enough 
provision in creation to sustain little ol’ you? God’s Word as-
sures us that He provides all we need, and for this we give Him 
thanks! 
 Likewise, is there enough of God’s grace to forgive 
your sins? Is the suffering of Christ on the cross enough to pay 
for your sins? Do you need to do something to help Christ re-
deem you? Are His Word, Holy Baptism, and the Holy Supper 
holy enough to sanctify you? Christ atoned for the sins of the 
whole world on the cross! God has most certainly distributed 
His good gifts in creation, redemption, and sanctifi cation over 
all the earth in His Church! He has provided for those who 
cannot pay for their own sins by His grace in Christ Jesus, and 
whoever believes in Him will certainly have everlasting life. 
Thanks be to God for all His many benefi ts!
 Prayer: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church 
with Thy perpetual mercy; and because the frailty of man with-
out Thee cannot but fail, keep us ever by Thy help from all 
things hurtful and lead us to all things profi table to our salva-
tion; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30: EZRA 9:6-9  17TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Ezra humbles himself on behalf of the people of Isra-
el. He confesses to the Lord God the sinfulness of the people 
of Israel. He tells the truth of the matter. They have always 
been rebellious. They have always been disobedient to the 
Lord God. The latest sin that troubles Ezra is that the Israelites 
had intermarried with the Canaanites and the other peoples of 
the land. This was forbidden because “the holy seed [was] 
mixed with the peoples of those lands” (vs. 2). The danger that 
the Lord God was trying to protect the Israelites from was the 
adoption of the worship of false gods through intermarrying 
with foreigners.
 These peoples were to be utterly destroyed by the Isra-
elites when they fi rst took possession of the land, but because 
they did not, the Israelites eventually adopted the false worship 
of the Canaanites, and this led to the exile fi rst of the Northern 
Kingdom into Assyria, and then the exile of Judah into Baby-
lon. Here they were returned from exile, and the same sins that 
led them there were still being carried out by the people.
 Ezra pleads to the Lord on behalf of the people that 
He would be merciful. He reminds the Lord God of His past 
graces which were offered to the Israelites, even though they 
did not deserve it. The Lord God was not only gracious to the 
Israelites, but He is also gracious to us, by sending His Son as 
a ransom for our sins.
 Prayer: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace 
to withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



WED., SEPT. 29: 2 COR. 8:1-9      ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS

 Today is the festival of Saint Michael and All Angels. On 
this day we remember all those ministers of the Lord God who 
serve mankind by protecting us from the powers of the devil 
and his demons. This protection exists not just from physical 
trials, but also spiritual trials. They remove the impediments 
that would prevent us from hearing and receiving the Word of 
God. They succor and defend us here on Earth by restraining 
the powers of the devil so that we can hear the Word of God, 
sorrow over our sins, and cling in faith to the Lord Jesus alone 
for our salvation.
 St. Paul in his second epistle to the Church at Corinth 
writes that our Lord Jesus became poor for us. He set aside the 
full glory and richness of His divine nature in order that He 
might suffer and die in our place on the tree of the holy cross. 
He became poor for us so that we might receive the riches of 
Heaven. He humbled Himself to become man in order that He 
might fulfi ll the whole Law and will of the Lord, which we are 
unable to do. He even humbled Himself on the tree of the holy 
cross, giving His life as a ransom for ours. We are able to hear 
this good news because the angels of God hold back the pow-
ers of the devil.
 Prayer: O everlasting God, who hast ordained and con-
stituted the services of angels and men in a wonderful order, 
mercifully grant that, as Thy holy angels always do Thee ser-
vice in Heaven, so by Thy appointment they may succor and 
defend us on Earth; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 8: 1 TIM. 1:12-17     14TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Paul was a man of extremes. Whether he was a preacher 
of the Law as a Jew, or whether he preached the Law and the 
Gospel as a Christian, Paul preached both Law and Gospel to 
the extreme. This is evident in his teaching. When we hear Paul 
talking about sin, as we do in this passage, it is not surprising 
that Paul would claim to be the chief of sinners. 
 After his conversion, true to his extreme styles, Paul 
was an extreme Christian. The Lord converted him from one 
who believed the Law could save him to one who believed that 
salvation is given through grace, God’s undeserved pardon. 
That is indeed a very radical change. So, even though Paul was 
at the same time a sinner and a saint–even though he would 
continue to sin by doing the things he did not want to do and 
not doing the things he wanted to do–Paul believed that God’s 
abundant grace would cover his sins.
 Paul knew that Christ Jesus had come to be the Savior 
of the world; He had come into the world to save sinners like 
himself. Paul gave all his praise to Christ the King for this 
abundant grace. So also do we. Oh Lord, we praise you, we 
worship and adore you. Amen.
 Prayer: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church 
with Thy perpetual mercy; and because the frailty of man with-
out Thee cannot but fail, keep us ever by Thy help from all 
things hurtful and lead us to all things profi table to our salva-
tion; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.



THURSDAY, SEPT. 9: 1 THE. 1:2-10        14TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 God creates faith in us by the work of the Holy Spirit 
through the Word and the Sacraments. And when faith mani-
fests itself–when faith becomes active and relies on the prom-
ises made by God–hope comes riding over the horizon. With-
out faith in God and His promises made in Christ, there is no 
hope. 
 Likewise, hope brings love to the fore. Hope manifests 
labors and shares the love of God with neighbors, friends, rela-
tives, and all those with whom we come in contact. With hope 
comes love, for God and man.
 Thus it is that Paul speaks of faith, love, and hope as fol-
lows: “remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor 
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
sight of our God and Father, knowing, beloved brethren, your 
election by God.” God’s election is the reason for any good 
thing in us. God-given faith produces hope in us. This hope, 
based on Christ’s merits, is the reason that we are active in love 
for God and man. Thanks be to God for all His many benefi ts 
to us. 
 Prayer: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church 
with Thy perpetual mercy; and because the frailty of man with-
out Thee cannot but fail, keep us ever by Thy help from all 
things hurtful and lead us to all things profi table to our salva-
tion; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 28: HEBREWS 4:9-13      17TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Those who cling to their works—their own obedience 
to the Law of God—will fi nd no rest. The sword of the Word of 
God preaches to us the Law. It cuts through our heart to reveal 
how much of a lost condition we are in if we cling to our works 
for salvation. The sword of the Word of God cuts away our 
props that we set up for ourselves so we see that the thoughts 
and intents of our hearts are inclined toward sin and evil. It also 
shows us that we may fi nd rest not in ourselves, but outside of 
ourselves.
 There is a rest for the people of the Lord God. This rest 
is found in the great High Priest that is mentioned in the verses 
following the pericope for today. It is His works that win for 
all those who believe on Him forgiveness for all their sins. We 
who cling to our Lord Jesus in faith have rest, because of His 
rest that He accomplished on our behalf. He rested in the grave 
for three days, and rose again. He now sits on the right hand 
of God the Father interceding for us as our great High Priest. 
He offered up His perfect life as a sacrifi ce for us, and it is this 
sacrifi ce to which we cling in faith so that in Him alone we fi nd 
rest and forgiveness of our sins.
 Prayer: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace 
to withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27: JUDE 20-25     17TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY 

 St. Jude in the fi nal verses of his Epistle says there is 
a distinction to be made. The distinction centers on what sort 
of garment a person is wearing. Those whose garments are 
“defi led by the fl esh” are those who live in continuous, un-
repentant sin. Their sinful behavior is not to be tolerated. He 
gives us the image that they are inside of a fi re. They are being 
burned and destroyed by their own willful, impenitent sinning. 
The Lord God cannot tolerate impenitent sinning. We are to 
keep ourselves from such sins and to keep ourselves from sup-
porting such sins. Many in our society either live in the sin of 
homosexuality, or support it. To support this sin is to allow a 
person to remain burning in fi re. Their garments are defi led.
 The Church can show compassion not by condoning the 
sin, but by calling those who commit such sins to repentance. 
Through the preaching of the Word of God, especially the Law, 
the Church shows compassion by pulling openly manifest sin-
ners out of the fi re. Some will cling to their impenitence and 
remain in the fi re, rebuking the Word and admonition of the 
Lord God. Those who do repent and cling in faith to the Christ, 
however, will have their defi led garments removed and will be 
given the pure and spotless white robes of the righteousness 
of the Christ. Only through His obedience to the Law and His 
sacrifi ce for us does mankind have salvation.
 Prayer: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace 
to withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 10: PHILIPPIANS 1:12-18 14TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Why would a preacher preach another gospel instead of 
the Gospel intended by God? And by “Gospel” here is meant 
Gospel in the broad sense, which includes both Law and Gos-
pel. One who preaches the Gospel in the broad sense preaches 
the Law full strength to show us our sinful nature and our sins, 
and he preaches the Gospel full strength to show us our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.
 Why would a man go to the effort to preach the Gospel 
of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ falsely? Though many 
reasons might be given, such as ignorance or desire for power 
or money, they all go to one source. The answer is: Men are led 
by the devil, Satan himself, to preach the Gospel falsely. It is 
the devil’s miserable work to mislead human souls to hell.
 But the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a min-
istry of the true joy of salvation. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
is preached in love so that we may hear and believe. In that is 
true and great joy. In that, we who believe can rejoice. Let us 
all rejoice in the love of God in Christ Jesus. With Paul we say, 
“Rejoice I say, Rejoice!”
 Prayer: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church 
with Thy perpetual mercy; and because the frailty of man with-
out Thee cannot but fail, keep us ever by Thy help from all 
things hurtful and lead us to all things profi table to our salva-
tion; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.



SATURDAY, SEPT. 11: MARK 1:40-45       14TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

The leper in our text had reached a point with his disease that 
he knew only God could cure him. He evidently believed that 
Jesus was God because he believed that Jesus had the power to 
heal him. “Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling 
down to Him and saying to Him, ‘If You are willing, You can 
make me clean.’” If only Jesus would heal him!
 Jesus cleansed and healed the leper. And with the heal-
ing came more than just physical healing. First, the healed lep-
er would report to the priest at the temple that he was healed. 
With this would come his reinstatement at the temple as one 
who was ritually clean. And second, the pronouncement of 
cleanness would restore the healed man to his place in society 
and allow him into the fellowship of the community.
 Thanks be to God that the leprous man was cleansed and 
restored to life in worship and community. Thanks be to God 
that the healed leper was reconciled to God. And thanks be to 
God that Jesus has cleansed and restored us to life with Him in 
His Church. We are spiritually alive; a reconciled people who 
live by faith in what the Son of God has done for us.
 Prayer: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church 
with Thy perpetual mercy; and because the frailty of man with-
out Thee cannot but fail, keep us ever by Thy help from all 
things hurtful and lead us to all things profi table to our salva-
tion; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

Lesson from the Book of Concord
The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

The Third Commandment.
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

 When, then, it is asked:  “What is meant by the commandment:  ‘Remem-

ber the sabbath-day to sanctify it’?”  Answer:  To sanctify the Sabbath is the 

same as “to keep it holy.”  But what is meant by “keeping it holy”?  Nothing 

else than to be occupied in holy words, works and life.  For the day needs no 

sanctifi cation for itself; for in itself it has been created holy.  But God desires 

it to be holy to thee.  Therefore it becomes holy or unholy on thy account, 

according as thou art occupied on the same with things that are holy or unholy.

 How then does such sanctifi cation occur?  Not that we sit behind the 

stove and do no rough work, or deck ourselves with a garland and put on 

our best clothes, but (as has been said) that we occupy ourselves with God’s 

Word, and exercise ourselves therein.

 And indeed we Christians ought always to keep such a Sabbath, and to 

be occupied with nothing but holy things, i.e. daily to meditate upon God’s 

Word, and carry it in our hearts and upon our lips.  But because (as has 

been said) we do not all have leisure, we must devote several hours a week 

to the young, or at least a day to the mass of people, in order that we may 

be concerned about this alone, and especially urge the Ten Commandments, 

the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, and thus direct our whole life and being 

according to God’s Word.  The Sabbath is truly kept whenever time is de-

voted to earnest attention to this, and the practice of it; but that cannot be 

called a true Christian Sabbath where this is not done.  For they who are not 

Christians can keep holiday and be idle just as well as the entire swarm of 

our ecclesiastics, who stand daily in the churches, singing, and ringing bells, 

but who keep no Sabbath day holy, because they neither preach nor practice 

God’s Word, but teach and live contrary to it.

 For the Word of God is the sanctuary above all sanctuaries, yea, the only 

one which we Christians know and have.  For though we had the bones of all 

the saints, or all holy and consecrated garments upon a heap, they would not 

avail us anything; for all that is a dead thing which can sanctify nobody.  But 

God’s Word is the treasury which sanctifi es everything whereby even all the 

saints themselves were sanctifi ed .            —The Large Catechism, §87–90



SATURDAY, SEPT. 25: EZEKIEL 3:17-21   16TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Ezekiel has a great responsibility. When God condemns 
a wicked man for his sin Ezekiel is to warn him. The purpose 
of the warning is so that the sinning man can turn from his 
wicked way and save his life. If Ezekiel fails to warn the sin-
ning man, the man will die in his sin and Ezekiel will also be 
held responsible for failing to warn him. His duty also extends 
to those who are righteous by faith. If one who is righteous 
commits iniquity by deliberately sinning, Ezekiel is to warn 
the man of his sin. If Ezekiel does not warn him, then the man 
will die in his sin and the prophet will be held responsible. If 
the righteous heeds the prophet’s warning, then he will live and 
the prophet has fulfi lled his duty.
 Your pastor has this same responsibility. He is to warn 
the wicked to repent so that they might turn from their wick-
edness and live. He is also to warn the righteous against com-
mitting iniquity so that they don’t cast out faith and the Holy 
Spirit from their hearts and die in their impenitence. This can 
be a diffi cult task because all of us are good at minimizing our 
sins and making excuses for them. Yet it must be done so that 
we might all see our sins, turn from them, and be made new by 
faith in the Gospel, amending our lives. May we always take 
the watchman’s warning, so that we may continue to live.
 Prayer: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
go before and follow after us and make us continually given to 
all good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

Lesson from the Book of Concord
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

ARTICLE I.
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
 This represents and sets forth most briefl y the essence, will, action and 

work of God the Father.  Since the Ten Commandments have taught that we 

have no other gods, it is natural to ask the question:  What kind of a being is 

God?  What does He do?  How shall we praise, represent or describe Him, that 

He may be known?  ...  So that the Creed is nothing else than the answer and 

confession of Christians, arranged with respect to the First Commandment.  

As if you were to ask a little child:  My dear, what sort of a God have you?  

What do you know of Him?  He could say:  First, indeed, my God is God the 

Father, who has created heaven and earth; besides Him I believe in nothing else 

as God; for there is no one else who could create heaven and earth.

 But for the learned, and those who have acquired some scriptural knowl-

edge, these three articles may be extended and divided into as many parts as 

there are words.  But now for young scholars let it suffi ce to indicate the most 

necessary points, namely, as we have said, that this article refers to the Creation:  

that we emphasize the words:  CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.  

But what is the force of this or what do you mean by these words:  “I believe in 

God the Father Almighty, Maker, etc.  Answer:  I believe and mean to say that 

I am a creature of God; that is, that He has given and constantly preserves to 

me my body, soul and life, members great and small, all my senses, reason and 

understanding, food and drink, shelter and support, wife and child, domestics, 

house and possessions, etc.  Besides, He causes all creatures to serve for the 

necessities and uses of life—sun, moon and stars in the fi rmament, day and 

night, air, fi re, water, earth and whatever it bears and produces, bird and fi sh, 

beasts, grain and all kinds of produce, and whatever else there is of bodily and 

temporal goods, good government, peace, security.  So that we learn in this 

article that none of us has his life of himself, or anything that is here enumer-

ated or can be enumerated, neither can he of himself preserve them, however 

small and unimportant a thing it might be, for all is comprehended in the word:  

CREATOR.

 Besides this we also confess that God the Father has not only given us all 

that we have and see before our eyes, but daily preserves and defends against 

all evil and misfortune, averts all sort of danger and calamity; and that He does 



all without our merit of pure love and goodness, as a friendly Father, who cares 

for us that no evil befall us.  But to speak more of this pertains to the other two 

parts of this article, where we say:  “Father Almighty.”

 Hence we must infer and conclude, since everything which we have and are, 

and whatever is in heaven and upon the earth, are daily given and preserved to 

us by God, that it is our duty to love, praise and thank Him without ceasing; 

and in short to serve Him with all these things, as He has enjoined in the Ten 

Commandments.

 Here we could say much if we would attempt to show how few there are 

that believe this article.  For we all pass over it, hear it, and say it, but neither 

see nor consider what the words teach us.  For if we believed it with the heart, 

we would also act accordingly, and not stalk about proudly, bid defi ance and 

boast as though we had life, riches, power and honor, etc. all of ourselves, so 

that others must fear and serve us, as is the practice of the unhappy, perverted 

world, which is immured in darkness, and abuses all the good things and gifts 

of God only for its own pride, avarice, lust and luxury, and never once regards 

God, so as to thank Him or acknowledge Him as Lord and Creator.

 Therefore, if we only believed it, this article must humble and terrify us all.  

For we sin daily with eyes, ears, hands, body and soul, money and possessions, 

and with everything we have, as especially do those who even fi ght against 

the Word of God.  Yet Christians have this advantage, that they acknowledge 

themselves in duty bound to serve God for all these things, and to be obedient 

to Him.

 We ought, therefore, daily to practice this article, to remember and consider 

in all that we see, and in all good that falls to or lot, and wherever we escape 

from calamity or danger, that it is God who gives and does all these things; 

that therein we perceive and see His paternal heart and His transcendent love 

toward us.  Thereby the heart would be aroused and kindled to be thankful 

for all such good things, and to employ them to the honor and praise of God.  

Thus we have most briefl y presented the meaning of this article, as much as it 

is at fi rst necessary for the most simple to learn, both as to what we have and 

receive from God, and what we owe in return, which is a most excellent object 

of knowledge, but a far greater treasure.  For here we see how the Father has 

given Himself to us, together with all creatures, and has most richly provided 

for us in this life, besides that He has overwhelmed us with unspeakable, 

eternal treasures in His Son and the Holy Ghost...

—The Large Catechism

FRIDAY, SEPT. 24: REVELATION 2:8-11   16TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Christ tells saints at Smyrna that they will suffer perse-
cution at the hand of the Jews. (He calls the Jews “a synagogue 
of Satan” because, while they claim to be God’s people, they 
are not, since they reject God’s Son.) The devil is the one be-
hind the persecution because it is he who will throw some of 
them into prison. The devil and false church will do all they 
can to bring the saints into danger so that they renounce the 
faith to avoid suffering.
 Christ tells them not to be afraid of the coming tribula-
tion. The one who encourages them to overcome by patient 
endurance is the one who was dead but now lives, Christ Jesus 
our Lord. The devil and false church brought great suffering 
and tribulation upon Jesus, culminating in shameful death. Yet 
He overcame by patiently doing God’s will and commending 
His spirit into His Father’s hands.
 Christ encouraged the Smyrnaeans (and all the faithful 
in every age) to overcome by remaining steadfast in faith even 
unto death, just as He Himself was faithful unto death, even the 
death of the cross. He says that the one who endures in faith 
unto death, whether they die due to persecution or not, will 
receive the crown of life. Even though faithful Christians die, 
they are not hurt by the second death of hell because of their 
faithful endurance in the one who was dead but now lives. May 
God grant us His Spirit to overcome each day by faith.
 Prayer: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
go before and follow after us and make us continually given to 
all good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.



THURSDAY, SEPT. 23: HEBREWS 12:4-11 16TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 The idea that life should be easy for Christians is an idea 
we must put to death in ourselves. God makes us His sons and 
heirs in Holy Baptism. He washes our sins away and creates 
faith in our hearts. “For you are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26). As sons of God we are children 
of God, brothers of Christ, and temples of the Holy Spirit. Be-
ing sons of God by faith is a glorious blessing.
 That blessing includes being disciplined by God, our 
heavenly Father. Earthly fathers are a picture of the heavenly 
Father in this. Earthly fathers discipline their sons in order to 
teach them the best way to live. When children break the rules 
they are disciplined to teach them that sinning has negative 
consequences. Hopefully, children will avoid that same be-
havior the next time temptation arises. Our heavenly Father 
does the same. “For they indeed for a few days chastened us 
as seemed best to them, but He for our profi t, that we may be 
partakers of His holiness.” God chastens us so that we learn to 
avoid sinning and instead pursue holiness. While earthly fa-
thers’ discipline is imperfect, our heavenly Father’s chastening 
is perfect. When we submit to it, it “yields the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” Being 
God’s sons by faith, we endure His discipline so that we may 
better know and do His will.
 Prayer: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
go before and follow after us and make us continually given to 
all good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13: DEU.4:4-7      15TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY 

 God knew that the people of Israel would forget the stat-
utes and commandments given to them, so He inspired Moses 
to write Deuteronomy as an exhortation to continue in obedi-
ence to what God established. And rightly so, for all of man-
kind is conceived not fearing, loving, or trusting in God above 
all things. 
 The text reminds us of Luther’s Small Catechism expla-
nation to the Conclusion of the Commandments: “God threat-
ens to punish all those who transgress these commandments. 
We should, therefore, dread His displeasure and not act con-
trarily to these commandments. But He promises grace and 
every blessing to all who keep them. We should, therefore, 
love and trust in Him, and cheerfully do what He has com-
manded us.” 
 Do you really think that you have not transgressed 
against God’s statutes? By the grace of God, be repenting and 
believing! God brings your New Man to desire to not trans-
gress, but man’s fl esh will always need God’s Law put before 
him as a mirror! 
 It is only through faith in Christ Jesus, the One who 
perfectly kept the Law for us, that we sinners have access to 
the Father and can call upon Him, for whatever reason, in our 
time of need. That is how God brings you to hold fast to the 
Lord your God. And through faith in Christ, you are truly alive 
today, as well. 
 Prayer: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot con-
tinue in safety without Thy help, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness; though Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 



TUESDAY, SEPT. 14: LUKE 10:38-42       15TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 As yesterday’s text from Deuteronomy revealed a ‘nev-
er fall into disobedience to God’s Law’ understanding, today’s 
text reveals one of the ends of the spectrum that one can fall 
into when it comes to that Law. Namely, it shows the error of 
thinking that it’s all about works (or service) and believing that 
you are completing it! The other end of the spectrum is total 
despair and believing that there is no hope at all!
 Man’s fl esh can easily get “distracted with much serv-
ing”—attempting to merit worth in the eyes of the world, along 
with a belief that such service merits another way into heaven. 
Christ reveals that “one thing is needed” fi rst, and it is no sur-
prise about that to which He points—for Mary had “sat at Je-
sus’ feet and heard His word.” As Jesus said, “Mary has chosen 
that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”
 God brings the New Man in you to choose the good part 
as well—calling you by the Gospel, enlightening you with His 
gifts, sanctifying and keeping you in the true faith. He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, sanctifi es, and keeps the whole Christian 
Church with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. As you receive 
God’s ministry of Word and Sacrament, rejoice for you are sit-
ting at the feet of Jesus and hearing His Words. Christ’s fully 
atoning merits are always the good part!
 Prayer: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot con-
tinue in safety without Thy help, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness; though Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 22: JOB 2:1-10         16TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 God is not tempting Job. St. James writes, “Let no one 
say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God can-
not be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” 
God hates sin and leads no one into sin. He does, however, 
allow Satan to tempt us with various trials and temptations. 
While Satan’s purpose is to lead us into willful sinning, carnal 
security, and eventually unbelief or despair, the Lord’s purpose 
is the exercising of our faith. The Lord said of Job, “There is 
none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one 
who fears God and shuns evil... And still he holds fast to his 
integrity.” The Lord allowed Satan to harm Job in his body. 
This leads Job’s wife to blaspheme. His three friends, though 
quiet now, will open their mouths and speak without wisdom 
about God’s doings. Even in the midst of losing everything but 
his life, Job patiently endures, telling the wife God had given 
him, “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not 
accept adversity?”
 St. James commends Job to us in James 5:11, “Indeed 
we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the per-
severance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord--that 
the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.” Whenever the 
Lord allows Satan to tempt us, we must pray for the endurance 
of Job and the confi dence that God works all things for our 
good.
 Prayer: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
go before and follow after us and make us continually given to 
all good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21: HEBREWS 10:35-39  ST. MATTHEW

 Today is the festival of St. Matthew. Matthew had a 
good reason to doubt Christ’s call. He was one of the notorious 
“tax collectors and sinners” who were often compared to the 
“righteous” Pharisees. Yet, it is because Matthew was a sin-
ner that he could be confi dent that Christ’s call to follow Him 
was genuine. While dining in Matthew’s home Jesus told the 
self-righteous Pharisees, “I did not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners, to repentance” (Matthew 9:13). Matthew was con-
fi dent that Jesus came to forgive sinners and give them a new 
life, in spite of what he felt within himself at times or what the 
Pharisees said, and he endured in that confi dence to the end.
 While Christ does not call us to be His Apostles, He 
does call us to daily repentance, just as He called Matthew. He 
tenderly invites us to forsake our self-righteousness and sins 
and place our confi dence in His promise to forgive the sins of 
all who truly repent and want to amend their lives. The just 
shall live by faith in Christ’s promised mercy. While there are 
many things that want to strip our confi dence from us, St. Paul 
calls us to hold to it without wavering, enduring all temptations 
to doubt and despair. Christ does not want us to lose faith and 
draw back from the confi dence He gives us. He desires our sal-
vation, just as He desired Matthew’s, and wants our confi dence 
to endure unto the end.
 Prayer: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
go before and follow after us and make us continually given to 
all good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 15: MAT. 6:9-14      15TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Many who pray the Lord’s Prayer likely have no idea 
exactly what they are petitioning the Lord to grant them. Peo-
ple who know Luther’s Small Catechism are blessed with an 
expanded understanding of all Seven Petitions contained with-
in our Lord’s Prayer. Luther’s exposition of the Third Petition 
(“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”) uncovers a truth 
that most would defi nitely not be happy with. The Third Peti-
tion brings one to pray against one’s very self! 
 Luther’s Large Catechism expands even further on this 
understanding: “For where the Word of God is preached, ac-
cepted or believed, and produces fruit, there the holy cross can-
not be wanting. And let no one think that he shall have peace; 
but he must risk whatever he has upon earth—possessions, 
honor, house and estate, wife and child, body and life. That 
hurts indeed our fl esh and the old Adam. For the test is to be 
steadfast and to suffer with patience whatever affl ictions befall 
us, and to yield whatever is taken from us.” (LC III. 65-66, p. 
457-458, Jacobs)
 As strange as it sounds (that is, to our sinful fl esh), what 
a blessing the Lord brings us to pray—that we would not desire 
His will to be bent to ours, but, rather, that ours would ever be 
bent to His as we are brought to live through Christ crucifi ed! 
Prayer: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot con-
tinue in safety without Thy help, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness; though Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.



THURSDAY, SEPT. 16: 2 THE. 3:6-13       15TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Rejection is one of the hardest realities to be confronted 
with in life! It starts at a very early age. Children never like to 
hear the word “no.” Adolescent boys never ask that certain girl 
out for fear of being rejected. Girls desire to be accepted into 
a clique of friends, and when they get overlooked or turned 
away it hurts deeply. Getting fi red causes anyone the hardship 
of heavily doubting their abilities, and also brings the loss of 
co-worker friendships. Having any relationship break up can 
certainly bring heartfelt pain.
 God commands rejection (or shunning) for a reason: 
it gets one’s attention! This is revealed two times within this 
context. “...that you withdraw from every brother who walks 
disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received 
from us.” And the second time (just outside of our text) reveals 
the aim of the rejection: “And if anyone does not obey our 
word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company 
with him, that he may be ashamed” (vs. 14).
 God’s purpose for this shame is to bring repentance! 
The most important fear of rejection should always be from 
the fear of the Lord, or worse, the fear of losing the Lord your 
God! Thanks be to God for the restorative, fully atoning merits 
of Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins!
 Prayer: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot con-
tinue in safety without Thy help, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness; though Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.

MONDAY, SEPT. 20: JAMES 1:2-12          16TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY 

 Joy is not our default setting when we experience tri-
als. Often our immediate reactions to trials are anxiety, worry, 
and wondering how we are going to fi x the situation. The Holy 
Spirit counsels us to count it all joy when we experience trials 
of various kinds because trials exercise us in patient endur-
ance. Each trial is an opportunity for us to wait patiently upon 
the Lord, trusting that the trial is for our eternal good. This 
attitude isn’t something we can muster on our own. It takes 
heavenly wisdom to be able to look at trials, sufferings, and 
crosses as gifts from God whereby He exercises us.
 This is why James writes, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without re-
proach, and it will be given to him.” We need wisdom in or-
der to endure the trials God allows to come upon us; and God 
promises to give us this wisdom! He doesn’t leave us to conjure 
it on our own. He promises to give to all liberally and without 
reproach. His liberality is shown in the Scripture where He 
gives us countless promises. St. Paul writes in Romans 8:28, 
“We know that all things work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the called according to His pur-
pose.” Scripture sets before us the examples of godly men who 
were exercised in patient endurance such as Joseph in Egypt, 
the prophets, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Prayer: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
go before and follow after us and make us continually given to 
all good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.



which He reveals and preaches, and through which He illumines and enkindles 

hearts, that they understand and accept it, cling to it and persevere in it.

 For where He does not cause it to be preached and made alive in the heart, so 

as to be understood, it is lost, as was the case under the Papacy, where faith was 

entirely put under a bushel, and no one recognized Christ as his Lord or the Holy 

Ghost as his Sanctifi er, i.e. no one believed that Christ is our Lord in the sense 

that He has acquired this treasure for us, and, without our works and merit, made 

us acceptable to the Father.  And what indeed was the cause?  This, verily, that 

the Holy Ghost was not there to reveal it, and caused it to be preached; but men 

evil spirits were there, who taught us to obtain grace and be saved by our works.  

Therefore it is no Christian Church; for where Christ is not preached there is no 

Holy Ghost who makes, calls and gathers the Christian Church, without which 

no one can come to Christ the Lord.  ...

 The holy Christian Church the Creed denominates a communion of saints, 

for both expressions are taken together as one idea.  But formerly the one point 

was not there, as it is also unintelligible in the translation.  If it is to be given very 

plainly, it must be expressed quite differently.  Fro the word ecclesia is properly an 

assembly.  But we are accustomed to the word church, which the simple do not refer 

to an assembled multitude, but to the consecrated house or building.  Although 

the house ought not to be called church, except for the reason that the multitude 

assembles there.  For we who assemble constitute and occupy a particular space, 

and give a name to the house according to the assembly.

 Everything therefore in the Christian Church is so ordered that we shall daily 

obtain free and full forgiveness of sin through the Word and signs, appointed to 

comfort and encourage our consciences as long as we live here.  Thus, although 

we have sin, the Holy Ghost does not allow it to injure us, because we are in the 

Christian Church, where there is full forgiveness of sin, both in  that God forgives 

us, and in that we forgive, bear with and help each other.

 But outside of this Christian Church, where the Gospel is not, there is no 

forgiveness, as also there can be no sanctifi cation.  Therefore all who do not seek 

sanctifi cation through the Gospel and the forgiveness of sin, but expect to merit it 

by their works, have expelled and severed themselves from the Christian Church.

 These articles of the  Creed, therefore, separate and distinguish us  Chris-

tians from all other people upon earth.  For all outside of Christianity, whether 

heathen, Turks, Jews or false Christians and hypocrites, although they believe 

in and worship only one true God, yet know not what His mind toward them 

is, and cannot confi de in His love or expect any good from Him; therefore they 

abide in eternal wrath and damnation.  For they have not the Lord Christ, and 

besides are not illumined and favored by the gifts of  the  Holy Ghost.

—The Large Catechism, §34–45, 47–48, 56, 66

FRIDAY, SEPT. 17: LUKE 6:20-26         15TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 There are some who believe that if they try to fulfi ll the 
Beatitudes by their own doing then they will receive the bless-
ings of which Jesus spoke. They read them as guidelines or 
principles that inform people how they are to live, so that God 
will reward them, as if God is some sort of ‘karma’ god. The 
true triune God, however, doesn’t work that way!
 The purpose of the Beatitudes is to point to and strength-
en faith in the fully atoning merits of Christ Jesus! Look at how 
the Beatitudes best describe Christ. With unswerving faith, Je-
sus is the One who trusted His Father’s words regarding the 
fulfi llment of His mission, and persevered all the way to the 
shame of the cross. Jesus is the One who was poor and hungry, 
and was persecuted, and wept like the prophets of old.
 “Beatitudes” means “Blessings”—and what blessings 
they are as they keep all who hear them focused on the One 
who fulfi lled them. Rightly focused Christians will always 
have their ears and eyes fi xed on the author and perfecter of 
faith, Christ Jesus and His active and  passive  obedience for 
the forgiveness of our sins! Being in Christ Jesus by belief and 
Baptism, all of His merits and righteousness are accounted to 
you; and blessed are you, indeed!
 Prayer: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot con-
tinue in safety without Thy help, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness; though Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.



SATURDAY, SEPT. 18: 1 COR. 7:20-24       15TH SUNDAY A. TRINITY

 Some horribly misconstrue this text to mean that a per-
son is never allowed to change his position in life once con-
verted. They think becoming a believer while poor means you 
must stay poor; and if converted while rich, you must stay rich. 
Paul’s inspired words, however, are not demanding a continu-
ance in a social status. Rather, the point is that God will call 
many to faith without making a matter of their current status. 
 Luther commented on this text: “Faith and the Christian 
life are so free in essence that they are bound to no particu-
lar order or estate of society, but they are to be found in and 
throughout all orders and estates. Therefore you need not ac-
cept or give up any particular estate in order to be saved. On 
the contrary, the estate in which faith and the Gospel fi nd you, 
there you may stay and fi nd your salvation.” (Luther’s Works 
28:39)
 There is simply no greater blessing than to be called 
(converted) into repentance and belief in the fully atoning mer-
its of Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of sins! God almighty, 
in His rich mercy, continues to feed His gift of faith through 
His Word and Sacraments, keeping Christ the author, perfector, 
and proper object of faith. No matter what station of life you 
fi nd yourself in, dying and rising through faith in Christ is the 
only way to rightly remain with God.
 Prayer: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot con-
tinue in safety without Thy help, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness; though Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

Lesson from the Book of Concord
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

ARTICLE III.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 This article I cannot explain better than (as I have said) that it treats of 

Sanctifi cation, viz. that thereby the Holy Ghost, with His offi ce, is declared and 

set forth, namely, that He makes holy.

 Therefore we must establish ourselves upon the word HOLY GHOST, 

because it is so precise and comprehensive that we cannot use another like it.  For 

there are besides many kinds of spirits mentioned in the Holy Scriptures—the 

spirit of man, heavenly spirits and evil spirits.  But the Spirit of God alone is called 

the Holy Ghost, that is, He which has sanctifi ed and still sanctifi es us.  For as 

the  Father is called Creator, the Son Redeemer, so the Holy Ghost, from His 

work,  must be called Sanctifi er, or one that makes holy.  But what is the process 

of such sanctifi cation?  Answer:  Just as the Son obtains dominion, whereby He 

redeems us, by His birth, death, resurrection, etc., so also the Holy Ghost effects 

our sanctifi cation, as follows, namely, by the communion of saints or Christian 

Church, forgiveness of sins, resurrection of the body and eternal life; that is, He 

fi rst leads us into His holy congregation, and places us in the bosom of the Church, 

whereby He preaches to us and brings us  to Christ.

 For neither you nor I could ever know anything of Christ, or believe on Him 

and have Him for our Lord, except as it is offered to us and granted to our hearts 

by the Holy Ghost through the preaching of the Gospel.  The work is fi nished and 

accomplished; for Christ, by His suffering, death, resurrection, etc., has acquired 

and gained the treasure for us.  But if the work remained concealed, so that no 

one knew of it, they it were in vain and lost.  That this treasure therefore might 

not lie buried, but be appropriated and enjoyed, God has caused the Word to go 

forth and be proclaimed, in which He gives the Holy Ghost to bring this treasure 

home and apply it to us.  Therefore sanctifi cation is nothing else but bringing us 

to Christ to receive this good, to which, of ourselves, we could not attain.

 Learn then to understand this article most clearly.  If you are asked:  What do 

you mean by the words:  “I believe in the Holy Ghost,” you can answer:  I believe 

that the Holy Ghost makes me holy, as His name implies.  But whereby does He 

accomplish this end? Or what are His means and method to this end?  Answer:  

The Christian Church, the forgiveness of sin, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting.  For in the fi rst place He has a peculiar congregation in the 

world, which is the mother that bears every Christian through the Word of God, 


