
  

Luther's Bible Translations - 1522 
Das Neue Testament Deutzsch 

The "September Testament" / "December Testament" 

    In September, 1522, Luther published the first edition of his 

translation of the New Testament. He had begun that during his stay 

at the Wartburg, in eleven weeks from December 1521 to February 

1522, but it was revised in collaboration with Melanchthon and 

others after he had returned to Wittenberg. Some 3-5,000 copies 

were printed and by December, 1522, a second edition, called the 

December Testament had to be published. The price was one guilder, 

which corresponded to two months' salary for a schoolmaster. By the 

time Luther published the complete Bible in 1534, 87 editions of his 

New Testament had been published in High German and some 19 in 

Low German. More than 200,000 copies had been sold. 

Luther's translation was based on the second edition of the Greek text 

edited by Erasmus in 1519. He put Hebrews and James at the end of 

the testament, with Jude and Revelation, to underline what he 

considered as the secondary character of these books. A marginal 

note at Matt 5:19 refers to those who break the commandments rather 

than following them as "Papisten hauff" (a heap of papists). 21 

illustrations from the workshop of Lucas Cranach the Elder show 

that the language of the book of Revelation is to be taken 

metaphorically. The whore of Babylon (the anti-Christ) is equated 

with the Pope. 

--The Gruber Rare Books Collection, Lutheran School of Theology 

at Chicago. https://gruber.lstc.edu/luthers_bible/1522.php 
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Our Family Daily Prayers – 2021 

Follow the order for Daily Devotions in Lutheran Worship, p.293. 
 

Week leading to Trinity Ten:  August 2-8, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 55 (not in LW) 

Hymn– LW 478 / TLH 536 “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 
Daily Readings –  

2 Monday 1 Samuel 17:20-47 Acts 26:24-27:8 

3 Tuesday     1 Samuel 17:48-18:9 Acts 27:9-26 

4 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

1 Samuel 18:10-30 Acts 27:27-44 

Catechesis on St. Luke 19:41-48 

5 Thursday 1 Samuel 19:1-24 

Optional: Psalm 59 

Acts 28:1-15 

6 Friday 1 Samuel 20:1-23 Acts 28:16-31 

7 Saturday 1 Samuel 20:24-42 

Optional: 1 Sam. 21:1-

23:29 

1 Corinthians 1:1-25 

8 Sunday  

 

10:15 AM 

1 Samuel 24:1-22 

Optional:  Psalm 142  

1 Corinthians 1:26-2:16 

Trinity Ten 

Jeremiah 8:4-12, Romans 9:30-10:4, Luke 19:41-48  

 

#50  Give Yourself to Scripture And All Will Be Better 

If you give yourself to Scripture, you will feel comfort and all 

your concerns will be better, which otherwise you cannot control by 

any act or means of your own. After all, a merchant can bring 

himself, for the sake of gaining money and wealth, to leave house 

and home, wife and child, and risk his life for the sake of filthy lucre, 

and still have no sure promise or assurance that he will return home 

in health to wife and child; and yet he is foolhardy and rash enough 

to venture boldly into such danger without any promise whatsoever. 

Now, if a merchant can do that for money and riches, fie upon you, 

that we should not want to bear a little cross and still want to be 

Christians, even though besides we have in our hands the tree to 

which we cling against the waves, namely, the Word and the fine 

strong promises that we shall not be overwhelmed by the waves…. 

Now if the merchant … can muster up such courage to take upon 

himself … and suffer such peril, effort, and labor, we should be 

simply ashamed that we rebel against suffering and the cross, even 

though we know, in the first place, that God has appointed that we 

  

The Apostle John from  Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  

The image is from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September 

Testament.  The apostle John, receiving inspiration from 

above writes one of his works, with his attribute, the eagle 

nearby. Woodcut designed by Lucas Cranach, the Elder 

(1472-1553), a close friend of Martin Luther. 



  

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The Fifth Petition 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. 

What does this mean?  

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at 

our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy 

of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we 

ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much 

and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely 

forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

 

Collect for Advent One (Ad Te Levavi) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to rescue us from the 

threatening perils of our sins, and save us by Your promised 

deliverance; for You now live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

should suffer and that it cannot be otherwise. In the second place, we 

also know our promise and assurance, that, even though we are not 

such good Christians as we ought to be and are timid and weak both in 

life and faith, He will nevertheless defend his Word simply because it 

is his Word. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.204-205) 

   

Catechism - The Ten 

Commandments:  The 

Seventh 

Commandment 

You shall not steal. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love 

God so that we do not 

take our neighbor’s 

money or possessions, or 

get them in any dishonest 

way, but help him to 

improve and protect his 

possessions and income.  

 

Collect for Trinity Ten 

O God, as You declare 

Your almighty power 

above all in showing mercy and pity, mercifully grant unto us such a 

measure of Your grace that we may obtain Your gracious promises and 

be made partakers of Your heavenly treasures; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

For Consecration 4. 
LIVING or dying, Lord, I would be Thine: Keep me Thine 

forever, and draw me day by day nearer to Thyself, until I be 

wholly filled with Thy love, and fitted to be- hold Thee face 

to face; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest 

and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.41). 
 

“Das Neue Testament Deutzsch: 

Wittenberg” -  Title Page of Luther’s first 

edition of the New Testament in September 

1522.  (“Luther's Bible Translations – 1522,”                      

The Gruber Rare Books Collection, Lutheran 

School of Theology at Chicago. 

https://gruber.lstc.edu/luthers_bible/1522.php 

 

 

 

To Rejoice in God’s Will Toward Us. 
O GOD, Who chastisest us in Thy love, and refreshest us 

amid Thy chastening: Grant that we may ever be able to give 

Thee thanks for both; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.59). 
 

https://gruber.lstc.edu/luthers_bible/1522.php


  

Week leading to Trinity Eleven:  August 9-15, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 28 (LW, p. 323)  

Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  
9 Monday 1 Samuel 25:1-22 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

10 Tuesday       1 Samuel 25:23-44 1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

St. Laurence, Martyr 

Lamentations 3:22-33, Rev 6:9-11, Mark 8:34-38 

11 Wednesday 

 

1 Samuel 26:1-25 

Optional:  1 Sam 27:1-28:2 

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 

No Learn-by-Heart/Catechesis 

12 Thursday 1 Samuel 28:3-25 

Optional: 1 Sam 29:1-30:30 

1 Corinthians 6:1-20 

13 Friday 1 Samuel 31:1-13 1 Corinthians 7:1-24 

14 Saturday 2 Samuel 1:1-27 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 

Bp. Heiser Visitation August 14-15 

15 Sunday  

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

2 Samuel 5:1-25 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

St. Mary Mother of Our Lord  

Isaiah 61:10-11, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 1:46-55 

Trinity Eleven  

Gen 4:1-15, Eph 2:1-10, Luke 18:9-14  

 

#51  Suffering and Crosses are No Match for the Christ 

Therefore we know that we can quite rightly bid defiance and 

say: Even though there were ten popes or Turkish emperors, I would 

like to see whether all of them together are a match for the Man who 

is called Christ. They may very well start a game which will grow 

too big for them to handle, but they will not demolish the Word. And 

this will happen even though we are weak in faith. 

This then is the true art, that in suffering and cross we should look to 

the Word and the comforting assurance, and trust them, even as He 

said, “In me you shall have peace, but in the world, tribulation” [cf. 

John 16:33]. It is as if he were saying: Danger and terror will surely 

hit you if you accept my Word; but let it come, this will happen to 

you because of me. So be of good cheer; I will not forsake you, I will 

be with you and will help you. No matter how great the affliction 

may be, it will be small and light for you, if you are able to draw 

such thoughts from the Word of God. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.205)

Week leading to Advent One:   November 22-28, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 24 (LW, p.321) 

Hymn – LW #25“O People, Rise and Labor” 

Daily Readings –  
22 Monday Daniel 2:24-49 Revelation 19:1-21 

23 Tuesday       Daniel 3:1-30 Revelation 20:1-15 

24 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Dan 4:1-37 Rev 21:1-8 

Catechesis on Matthew 21:1-9 

25 Thursday 

 

9:00 AM 

Dan 5:1-30  

Optional: Dan 7:1-8:27 

Rev. 21:9-27 

Matins on Day of National Thanksgiving 

Isa 61:10-11, 1 Tim 2:1-18, Lk 17:11-19 

26 Friday Dan 6:1-28 

Optional: Dan 9:1-27 

Rev 22:1-27 

27 Saturday 

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 1:1-28 1 Peter 1:1-12 

Church decorating for Advent, 6 PM – 7 PM 

Vespers for Advent One 

28 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 2:1-22 1 Pet 1:13-25 

Advent One 

Jeremiah 23:5-8, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 21:1-9  

 

#68 God Preserves His Church 

It is a tragic thing that there are so many examples before us of 

those who thought they had to preserve the church, as though it were 

built on them. In the end they perished miserably. Yet such fierce 

judgment of God cannot break, humble, or check our pride and 

wickedness. What was Münzer’s fate in our day (to say nothing of old 

and former times), who imagined that the church could not exist 

without him and that he had to bear it up and rule it? Recently the 

Anabaptists reminded us forcefully enough how mighty and how close 

to us the lovely devil is, and how dangerous our pretty thoughts are, 

impelling us to pause and reflect (according to the advice of Isaiah) 

before any undertaking, to determine whether it is God or an idol, 

whether gold or clay.  (Luther’s Works, v.47, p.118) 

 

  



  

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:  The Eighth Commandment 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 

tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his 

reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything 

in the kindest way. 

 

Collect for Trinity Eleven 

Almighty and everlasting God, who are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray and to give more than we either desire or deserve, pour 

down upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those things of 

which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things that we 

are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of 

Christ, our Lord; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 

and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  AMEN  

Portrait of Luther pasted 

in, verso of first flyleaf. 

The white dots in the 

photograph are worm 

holes.  

 

Self-Surrender. 
LORD, take my lips, and 

speak through them; take 

my mind, and think 

through it; take my heart, 

and set it on fire; through 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 

our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father 

and the Holy Ghost, ever 

one God, world without 

end. Amen  (Oremus, 

1925, p.41). 
 

Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse from  Das Newe 

Testament Deuotzsch.  The image is from Martin Luther's (1483-

1546) September Testament. The image is based on Revelation 

chapter 6:1-8.  After the first four seals are opened, four 

horsemen roam the earth bringing great calamity. They are 

shown carrying a bow, a sword, scales, and a pitchfork. Woodcut 

designed by Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend 

of Luther.  

https://gruber.lstc.edu/luthers_bible/1522.php?action=display_image&title=gruber155a&img=images/gruber155a.jpg


  

Catechism – The Lord’s Prayer, The Fourth Petition 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

What does this mean?  

God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even 

to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to 

realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 

What is meant by daily bread?  

Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and 

needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, 

land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout 

children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, 

good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good 

friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 

 

Collect for Last Sunday 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 

darkness and put upon ourselves the armor of light, now in the fleeting 

time of this mortal life in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 

in great humility, that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in 

His glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise 

to life immortal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   Amen.  

  

For Hope amid Tribulation.  
HEAR us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and have mercy upon us 

in our tribulations; and as Thou alone art glorious over the 

people, give spiritual joy to us, who look for the hope of Thine 

eternal rewards; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.59). 



  

Week leading to Last Sunday in Church Year:  November 15-21, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 39 (Not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #177/TLH 609 “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” 

Daily Readings –  
15 Monday Jeremiah 30:1-24 Matthew 26:57-75 

Optional: Rev 15:1-18 

16 Tuesday    Jeremiah 31:1-17, 23-34 Matthew 27:1-10 

Optional: Rev 16:1-21 

17 Wednesday 

 

 

6:30 PM 

Jeremiah 33:1-22 

Optional: Jer 34:1-36:32; 

45:1-51:64 

Matthew 27:11-32 

Catechesis on Matthew 25:1-13 

18 Thursday Jeremiah 37:1-21 Matthew 27:33-56 

Option:  Rev 17:1-18 

19 Friday Jeremiah 38:1-28 

Optional: Jer 39:1-44:30 

Matthew 27:57-66 

20 Saturday Daniel 1:1-21 Matthew 28:1-20 

21 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Daniel 2:1-23 Revelation 18:1-24 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Isaiah 65:17-25, 1 Thess 5:1-11, Matthew 25:1-13 

 

#67  God Help Us As We Do Our Part as Christians 

A thousand years ago you and I were nothing, and yet the church 

was preserved at that time without us. He who is called “who was” 

and “yesterday” had to accomplish this. Even during our lifetime we 

are not the church’s guardians. It is not preserved by us, for we are 

unable to drive off the devil in the persons of the pope, the sects, and 

evil men. If it were up to us, the church would perish before our very 

eyes, and we together with it (as we experience daily). For it is 

another Man who obviously preserves both the church and us. He 

does this so plainly that we could touch and feel it, if we did not want 

to believe it. We must leave this to him who is called “who is” and 

“today.” Likewise we will contribute nothing toward the preservation 

of the church after our death. He who is called “who is to come” and 

“forever” will accomplish it. What we are now saying about 

ourselves in this respect, our ancestors also had to say, as is borne out 

by the psalms and the Scriptures. And our descendants will make the 

same discovery, prompting them to join us and the entire church in 

singing Psalm 124: “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, 

let Israel now say,” etc.  (Luther’s Works, v.47, p.118) 

Luther Bibles 

Luther considered the translation of the Bible into German his greatest 

achievement and his only publication that should outlive him. Recognizing 

that the Bible’s authority was to be found in the original texts–Hebrew for the 

Old Testament and Greek for the New Testament–Luther became proficient 

in both languages. The final publications, however, were not the work of 

Luther alone but the collaborative achievement of a gathering of scholars in 

Wittenberg. Their efforts, focused on creating a new German Bible translated 

from the original languages, rather than from St. Jerome’s Latin Vulgate, 

proceeded in stages between 1520 and 1534. 

These efforts in broadening the Bible’s intended audience and providing 

vernacular Bibles to the literate public were remarkably successful. The 1522 

New Testament appeared in at least forty-three editions in three years, 

resulting in over one hundred thousand copies of what was surely an 

expensive book. In addition to folio volumes illustrated with woodcuts, the 

texts also appeared in more compact and less expensive formats. These 

smaller Bibles often included copies of illustrations from the larger editions 

as well. The market for vernacular scripture also expanded beyond Luther’s 

immediate German-speaking compatriots.  (Southern Methodist University, 

Bridwell Library, Perkins School of Theology, Dallas Texas https://www.smu. 

edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Luther/Bibles )  



  

“December Testament”  
Although Martin Luther was not the first to translate the Bible 

into German, he was the first to translate the text from the original 

biblical languages. First printed at Wittenberg in September 1522, 

Luther’s German New Testament was considered a philological and 

literary masterpiece that exerted enormous influence on the 

development of modern German. This second edition, known as the 

“Dezembertestament,” is the earliest publication in Bridwell 

Library’s extensive collection of Protestant Bibles printed in 

numerous vernacular languages.  

In addition to aggressively promoting the reading of biblical texts 

in the vernacular, the Protestant Reformation also introduced one of 

the most creative and controversial periods of printed Bible 

illustration. Martin Luther made effective use of translations enriched 

with woodcuts, beginning with his first translation of the German 

New Testament. For that edition he employed Lucas Cranach the 

Elder (1472–1553), one of the leading artists of the German 

Renaissance, to supply a rich program of woodcuts, including 

twenty-one full-page illustrations of the Apocalypse. 

Luther’s “December Testament” appeared with the same set of 

woodcuts used in the first edition. The illustration of the Harlot of 

Babylon (Revelation 17-18), however, is an altered version of the 

woodblock that Cranach originally used to illustrate the September 

edition. In the earlier printing, the woodcut had a clear Protestant 

agenda, as Cranach emphasized the harlot’s identification with the 

Catholic Church by placing the triple tiara of the papacy upon her 

head. However, after warnings that this symbolism was too 

offensive, the book was reprinted with the papal tiara removed from 

this image. 

(Southern Methodist University, Bridwell Library, Perkins School of 

Theology, Dallas Texas 

https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhib

itions/Luther/Bibles/BRA0930 ) 

  

Beasts of the Earth and Sea from  Das Newe Testament 

Deuotzsch.  The image is from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) September 

Testament. The image is based on Revelation chapter 13. All the 

people of earth, whose names are not in the book of life, worship 

the seven-headed beast emerging from the sea, as another beast 

emerges from the earth.  

https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Luther/Bibles/BRA0930
https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Luther/Bibles/BRA0930


  

Catechism – The Lord’s Prayer, The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done 

even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be 

done among us also.  How is God’s will done? God’s will is done 

when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, 

the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow 

God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and 

keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die.  This is His good 

and gracious will. 

 

Collect for Second-Last Sunday 

O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that, being ever mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your 

just judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and 

dwell with You forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
Das Newe Testament 

deutzsch. Wittenberg, 

1522.  (BRA0930) 

 “While I cannot claim to have got everything right, nevertheless I 

venture to say that this German Bible is couched in plainer and 

more correct language at many points than the Latin. So if the 

printers do not, as is their wont, spoil it with their carelessness, 

the German language has here a better Bible than the Latin. I ask 

my readers to decide.” — Martin Luther, from his preface to the 

first part of the Old Testament, 1523. 

 

 

Against Despair.  
O ALMIGHTY God, although our iniquities have offended 

Thee: Grant that our prayers and our confession may obtain 

Thy mercy, that through Thy loving kindness, no. tribulation 

of this world may cause us to despair, no harmful persuasion 

may allure us to evil: but that the light of Thy countenance 

may shine upon us. and that from Thy light in this world, we 

may come to the light of Thine everlasting vision: through 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 

end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.58-59). 



  

Week leading to Trinity Twelve:  August 16-22, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 68 (Not in LW) 

Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  
16 Monday 

 

2 Samuel 6:1-19 

Optional:  Psalm 105/96 

1 Corinthians 9:1-23 

17 Tuesday    2 Samuel 7:1-17 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22 

18 Wednesday  

6:30 PM 

2 Samuel 7:18-29 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16 

Catechesis on Mark 7:31-37 

19 Thursday 2 Samuel 11:1-27 

Optional:  Psalm 51 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

20 Friday 2 Samuel 12:1-25 

Optional: 2 Sam 13:1-19:43 

Optional: Psalm 60/3  

1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

21 Saturday 1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35 1 Corinthians 12:14-31 

22 Sunday  

 

10:15 AM 

1 Kings 2:1-27 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Optional:  1 Cor 14:1-16:23 

Trinity Twelve   

Isa 29:18-24, 2 Cor. 3:4-11, Mark 7:31-37 

 

#52  Don’t Let Go of the Comforting Passages 
Therefore in affliction every Christian should so arm himself that he 

may defend and guard himself with the fine, comfortable assurances which 

Christ, our dear Lord, has left us when we suffer for his Word’s sake. But if 

we do not do this, if we let the comforting sayings go, then when the cross 

comes the same thing that happened to Eve in paradise will happen to us. 

She had God’s commandment and with it she should have beaten down the 

devil’s suggestions and instigations. But what did she do? She let the Word 

go and kept thinking what a fine apple it was and that after all such a little 

thing was of no great importance. So she went her way. And when one lets 

the Word go, there can be no other result. But when we stay with the Word 

and hold on to it, we shall certainly have the experience of conquering and 

coming out of it fine. 

You see that we teach these two things [1. that God has appointed that we 

should suffer and that it cannot be otherwise. 2. We have the promise and 

assurance that God will keep his Word] when we preach on suffering and 

cross. And anybody who accuses us of teaching nothing about suffering is 

doing us an injustice. But this we do not do; we do not make our suffering 

meritorious before God. No, far from it. Christ alone did that and nobody 

else, and to him alone belongs the glory. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.205-206)

Week leading to Second-Last Sunday:  November 8-14, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 92 (LW, p. 337-338) 

Hymn – LW #177/TLH 609 “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” 

Daily Readings –  
8 Monday Jeremiah 20:1-18 Matthew 24:29-51 

9 Tuesday      

 

Jeremiah 22:1-23 Matthew 25:1-13 

Martin Chemnitz, Confessor 

10 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Jeremiah 23:1-20 Matthew 25:14-30 

Catechesis on Matthew 25:31-46 

11 Thursday 

Veterans’ Day 

Jeremiah 23:21-40 Matthew 25:31-46 

Martin of Tours  

12 Friday Jeremiah 25:1-18 Matthew 26:1-19 

13 Saturday Jeremiah 26:1-19 Matthew 26:20-35 

Optional: Rev 13:1-18 

14 Sunday  

 

10:15 AM 

Jeremiah 29:1-19 Matthew 26:36-56 

Optional: Rev 14:1-20 

2nd Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Daniel 7:9-14, 2 Peter 3:3-14, Matthew 25:31-46  

 

#66  God Help Us As We Do Our Part as Christians 
I can see there in the distance how the devil is puffing out his cheeks so 

vigorously that he is turning all red as he prepares to blow and rage. But our 

Lord Christ from the beginning (even when he was in the flesh) struck these 

puffed cheeks with his fist, so that they emitted nothing but the devil’s 

stinking wind. He still does this today and will ever continue to do so. For 

Christ does not lie when he declares, “I am with you always, to the close of 

the age” [Matt. 28:20], and when he assures us that the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against the church [Matt. 16:18]. At the same time we are enjoined to 

remain awake and to do our part in preserving the light. We read, “Be 

watchful,” for the devil is called a “roaring lion” who “prowls around, 

seeking some one to devour” [I Pet. 5:8], and this he did not only in the days 

of the apostles when St. Peter uttered these words; he does so to the end of 

time. Let us be guided by this. God help us as he helped our forefathers, and 

as he will help our heirs, to the honor and glory of his divine name forever. 

For after all, we are not the ones who can preserve the church, nor were our 

forefathers able to do so. Nor will our successors have this power. No, it was, 

is, and will be he who says, “I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

As it says in Hebrews 13 [:8], “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, 

and forever,” and in Revelation 1 [:8], “He who is and who was and who is to 

come.” This is his name and no one else’s; nor may anyone else be called by 

that name.  (Luther’s Works, v.47, p.117-118) 

  



  

Collect for 3rd Last Sunday 

Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy unto Your 

humble servants, that we who put no trust in our own merits may not 

be dealt with after the severity of Your judgment, but according to 

Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:  The Ninth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 

scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way 

which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping 

it. 

Collect for Trinity Twelve 

Almighty and merciful God, whose gift it is that Your faithful possess 

all things pertaining to faith and life, we implore You that we may so 

faithfully cling to Your promises in this life that we fail not finally to 

attain to Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.  
  

To do God's Will. 
GOOD Jesus, Word of the Father, Splendor of the Father's glory, on 

Whom the angels desire to gaze; Teach me to do Thy will, that led 

by Thy good Spirit I may reach that blessed City where is eternal 

day. and One Spirit amongst all, where is certain safety, and safe 

eternity, and eternal peace and peaceful happiness, and happy 

sweetness and sweet enjoyment where Thou livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.41-42).  
 

1522 Translation:  One of the more controversial translations was Luther's 

rendering of Romans 3:28, where he inserted the word "alone," [a person is 

justified by faith alone (alleyn, in the middle of the second line in the picture 

below)] that was present in neither the Greek or the Latin. In his Sendbrief vom 

Dolmetschen [Open Letter on Translating] in 1530, Luther defended the 

addition of "alone" as conforming to German idiom. 
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Week leading to Trinity Thirteen:  August 23-29, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 142 (LW, p. 362-363) 

Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  
23 Monday 1 Kings 3:1-15 

Option:  1 Kings 3:16-4:34 

2 Corinthians 1:1-22 

24 Tuesday        

 

10:30 AM 

1 Kings 5:1-18 

Optional: 1 Kings 6:1-7:50 

2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17 

St. Bartholomew 

Prov 3:1-7, 2 Cor 4:7-10, Luke 22:24-30 

25 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

1 Kings 7:51-8:21 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 

Catechesis on Luke 10:23-37 

26 Thursday 1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-63 

Optional:  Psalm 30 

2 Corinthians 4:1-18 

27 Friday 1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13 

Optional:  Psalm 72 

2 Corinthians 5:1-21 

28 Saturday 1 Kings 11:1-26 2 Corinthians 6:1-18 

29 Sunday  

 

10:15 AM 

1 Kings 11:42-12:19 2 Corinthians 7:1-16 

Beheading of St. John the Baptist 

Trinity Thirteen 

Hosea 6:1-6, Gal 3:15-22, Lk 10:23-37 

 

#53  Why does Our Lord 

Send Us Such Suffering?  1. 

To Conform Us To Christ 

In the third place we want also 

to consider why it is that our 

Lord God sends us such 

suffering. And the reason is that 

in this way he wants to make us 

conformed to the image of his 

dear Son, Christ, so that we 

may become like him here in 

suffering and there in that life 

to come in honor and glory [cf. 

Rom. 8:29; 8:17; II Tim. 2:11–

12], as he says, “Was it not 

necessary that the Christ should 

suffer and enter into glory?” 

[cf. Luke 24:26]. But God 

#65  God’s People Will Never Have Earthly Peace in this World 

And even if I were to live another hundred years and should 

succeed by the grace of God not only in allaying the past and present 

storms and rabbles but also all future ones, I realize that this would 

still not procure peace for our descendants so long as the devil lives 

and rules. Therefore I am also praying for a gracious hour of death; I 

care no more for this life.  I exhort you, our posterity, to pray and to 

pursue the word of God with diligence. Keep God’s poor candle 

burning. Be warned and be on the alert, watching lest at any hour the 

devil try to break a pane or window or fling open a door or tear the 

roof off in order to extinguish the light; for he will not die before the 

Last Day. You and I have to die, but after our death he still remains the 

same as he always has been, unable to desist from his raging. (Luther’s 

Works, v.47, p.117) 

 

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The Second Petition 

Thy kingdom come 

What does this mean?  

The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but 

we pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 

How does God’s kingdom come?  

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy 

Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly 

lives here in time and there in eternity.  

In Deep Distress 2.  
O LORD, Who didst of old time suffer in our body, when wilt 

Thou look upon us? When wilt Thou turn the eyes of Thy 

clemency to our groans and distress? Delay not, tarry not, now 

draw nigh; now be Thou turned to us; now regard us, that our 

prayer, which now, by reason of our secret sins, returns back 

again into our own bosom, may, by the abundance of Thy 

mercy, enter into Thy presence, and be accepted by Thee. 

Amen. Through Thy mercy, Who livest and reignest with the 

Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.58). 
 



  

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  (Lutheran Worship, 

p.116)  

 

Week leading to Third-Last Sunday:  November 1-7, 2021 

Psalm – Nov 1 - Psalm 16 (LW, p.315-316)  

Nov 2-7 - Psalm 31 (not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #177/TLH 609 “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying” 

Daily Readings –  
1 Monday    

7:00 PM 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Matthew 21:1-22 

All Saints Day 

Deuteronomy 33:1-3, Rev 7:2-17, Mt 5:1-12 

2 Tuesday  Jeremiah 1:1-19 Matthew 21:23-46 

3 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Jeremiah 3:6-4:2 Matthew 22:1-22 

Catechesis on Matthew 24:15-28 

4 Thursday Jeremiah 5:1-19 Matthew 22:23-46 

5 Friday Jeremiah 7:1-29 Matthew 23:1-12 

6 Saturday Jeremiah 8:18-9:12 Matthew 23:13-39 

Gustavus Adolphus, King and Confessor 

7 Sunday  
Daylight Savings Time 

10:15 AM 

Jeremiah 11:1-23 

Optional: Jer. 12:1-19:15 

Matthew 24:1-28 

3rd Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Ex 32:1-20, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matt 24:15-28   

 

cannot accomplish this in us except through suffering and affliction, 

which he sends to us through the devil or other wicked people. 

(Luther’s Works, v.51, p.206) 

 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:  The Tenth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 

entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn 

them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.  

 

Collect for Trinity Thirteen 

Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, hope, 

and charity, and as we do obtain that which You promise, make us to 

love that which You command; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.   

Das Newe Testament 

deutzsch. Wittenberg, 

1522.  (BRA0930) 

 

Before a Journey 2. 
O GOD, WHO didst bring Abraham, Thy son, out of Ur of the 

Chaldees, and didst preserve him unhurt through all the ways 

of his pilgrimage: We beseech Thee, that Thou wouldest 

vouchsafe to keep us Thy servants: be unto us, O Lord, 

support in our setting out, comfort by the way, a shadow in the 

heat, a covering in the rain and cold, a chariot in weariness, 

protection in adversity, a staff in slippery ways and a harbor in 

shipwreck: that under Thy guidance we may reach in 

prosperity the place whither we are going and at length return 

to our home in safety; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.46). 

In Deep Distress.  
O LORD, let Thy mercy speedily go before us, tor there is 

neither comforting hope, nor trust in merit, nor helpful 

assistance to support us; but the guilt and trouble of our life, 

the consciousness of our sins, or the vengeance on our 

offences rebukes us in our sins for Thy name's sake, that when 

Thou hast done both for Thyself, and hast looked on Thy 

people with Thy wonted loving kindness, we may give Thee 

glory for Thy deliverance; through Thy mercy; who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.58). 
 



  

Week leading to Trinity Fourteen:  August 30 - September 5, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 65 (LW, p.331) 
Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  

 

#54  Why Suffering?  2. To Prove God’s Strength Against the 

Devil 

The second reason is this, that even though God does not want to 

assault and torment us, the devil does, and he cannot abide the Word. 

He is by nature so malicious and venomous that he cannot endure 

anything which is good. It irks him that an apple should be growing 

on a tree; it pains and vexes him that you have a sound finger, and if 

he were able he would tear everything apart and put it out of joint. 

But there is nothing to which he is so hostile as the beloved 

Word. And the reason is that he can conceal himself beneath every 

created thing; only the Word exposes him, so that he cannot hide 

himself, and shows everybody how black he is. Then he fights back 

and resists and draws together the princes and the bishops, thinking 

thus to conceal himself again. But it is of no avail; the Word 

nevertheless drags him out into the light. Therefore he too does not 

rest, and because the gospel cannot suffer him, so he cannot suffer 

the gospel, and that makes it equal. And if our dear God were not 

guarding us through his angels and we were able to see the devil’s 

cunning, conspiring, and lying, we should die of the sight of it alone, 

so many are the cannon and guns he has ranged against us. But God 

prevents them from striking us. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.206) 

 

All Saints’ Day  

#62  What If They Will Not Allow the Gospel?  Flee 

But these examples are not enough for us, for here we are not 

concerned with what the heathen or the Jews did, but what is the right 

and the just thing to do, not only before God in the Spirit, but also in 

the divine external ordinance of temporal government. Suppose that a 

people would rise up today or tomorrow and depose their lord or kill 

him. That certainly could happen if God decrees that it should, and the 

lords must expect it. But that does not mean that it is right and just for 

the people to do it. I have never known of a case in which this was a 

just action, and even now I cannot imagine any. The peasants who 

rebelled claimed that the lords would not allow the gospel to be 

preached and that they robbed the poor people and, therefore, the 

lords had to be overthrown. I answered this by saying that although the 

lords did wrong in this, it would not therefore be just or right to do 

wrong in return, that is, to be disobedient and destroy God’s ordinance, 

which is not ours to do.  On the contrary, we ought to suffer wrong, 

and if a prince or lord will not tolerate the gospel, then we ought to 

go into another realm where the gospel is preached, as Christ says 

in Matthew 10 [:23], “When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 

next.”  (Luther’s Works, v.46, p.104-105) 

Collect for All Saints’ Day 

O almighty God, by whom we are graciously knit together as one 

communion and fellowship in the mystical body of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, grant us so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 

living that we may come to those unspeakable joys which you have 

prepared for those who unfeignedly love you; through Jesus Christ,   

30 Monday  1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34 

Optional:  1 Ki 14:1-16:28 

2 Corinthians 8:1-24 

31 Tuesday       1 Kings 16:29-17:24 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
Opt:  2 Co 10:1-13:13 

1 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

1 Kings 18:1-19 Ephesians 1:1-23 

Catechesis on Luke 17:11-19 

2 Thursday 1 Kings 18:20-40 Ephesians 2:1-22 

3 Friday 1 Kings 19:1-21 

Option:  1 Kings 20:1-22:53 

Ephesians 3:1-21 

4 Saturday 2 Kings 2:1-18 Ephesians 4:1-24 

5 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

2 Kings 2:19-25, 4:1-7 Ephesians 4:25-5:14 

Trinity Fourteen 

Proverbs 4:10-23, Galatians  5:16-24, Luke 17:11-19 

In Persecution.  
GOD, Who searchest the heart and triest the reins, deliver us 

from them that persecute us; and grant us, through the 

expectation of Thy judgment, such firm trust of heart that we 

may never recompense to our enemies evil for evil; through 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 

end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.57). 
 



  

writing, to take that name away from you. You will not succeed, or 

will succeed only in ruining your bodies and souls.  (Luther’s Works, 

v.46, p.31-32) 

 

Collect for Reformation Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your grace and truth, protect 

and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all enemies 

of your Word, and bestow on Christ’s church militant your saving 

peace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

AMEN.  (LW, p.99) 

 

Catechism – The Lord’s Prayer, First Petition 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

What does this mean? God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we 

pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

How is God’s name kept holy? God’s name is kept holy when the 

Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children 

of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear 

Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s 

Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, 

heavenly Father! 

Catechism - The Close of the Commandments 

What does God say about all these commandments?  

He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 

children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 

those who love Me and keep My commandments.” [Ex. 20:5–6] 

What does this mean?  

God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. 

Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. 

But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these 

commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and 

gladly do what He commands.  

 

 

Collect for Trinity Fourteen 

Keep, we implore You, O Lord, 

Your Church with Your perpetual 

mercy; and because of the frailty 

of mankind without You cannot 

but fail, keep us ever by Your help 

from all things hurtful and lead us 

to all things profitable to our 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.  

For Purity of Heart. 
O GOD, who lovest all that is sincere and pure, and dwellest 

of Thy bountiful goodness in the chaste souls of the faithful: 

Purify us from all taint of sin, that we may always have our 

heart ready for Thee, and sing and play worthily unto Thee in 

Thy glory; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest 

and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.42). 
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Week leading to Trinity Fifteen:  September 6-12, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 86 (not in LW)  

Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  
6 Monday 

Labor Day 

2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37 Ephesians 5:15-33 

7 Tuesday       2 Kings 4:38-5:8 Ephesians 6:1-24 

8 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

2 Kings 5:9-27 Philippians 1:1-20 

Catechesis on Matthew 6:24-34 

9 Thursday 2 Kings 6:1-23 

Optional: 2 Kings 6:24-8:29 

Philippians 1:21-2:11 

10 Friday 

 

2 Kings 9:1-12; 10:18-29 

Optional:  2 Kings 13:1-18:8 

Philippians 2:12-30 

11 Saturday 2 Chronicles 29:1-24 Philippians 3:1-21 

12 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

2 Chronicles 31:1-21  

Optional:  Hosea 1:1-14:9 

Philippians 4:1-23 

Trinity Fifteen   

1 Kings 17:8-16, Galatians 5:25-6:10, Matthew 6:24-34  

 

#55  So Two Heroes Meet… The Devil and Our Lord God 

So the two heroes meet, each doing as much as possible. The devil 

brews one calamity after another; for he is a mighty, malicious, and 

turbulent spirit. So it is time that our dear God be concerned about 

his honor; for the Word which we wield is a weak and miserable 

Word, and we who have and wield it are also weak and miserable 

men, bearing the treasure as Paul says [II Cor. 4:7], in earthen 

vessels, which can easily be shattered and broken. Therefore the evil 

spirit spares no effort and confidently lashes out to see if he can 

smash the little vessel; for there it is under his nose and he cannot 

stand it. So the battle really begins in earnest, with water and fire to 

dampen and quench the little spark. Then our Lord God looks on for 

a while and puts us in a tight place, so that we may learn from our 

own experience that the small, weak, miserable Word is stronger 

than the devil and the gates of hell. They are to storm the castle, the 

devil and his cohorts. But let them storm; they will find something 

there that will make them sweat, and still they will not gain it; for it 

is a rock, as Christ calls it, which cannot be conquered. So let us 

suffer what comes upon us and thus we shall learn that God will 

stand by us to guard and shield us against this enemy and all his 

adherents. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.206-207)

Week leading to Reformation Day:  October 25-31, 2021 

Psalm – Psalm 46 (LW, p.328)  

Hymn – LW #390/TLH 419 “For Jerusalem You’re Weeping” 

Daily Readings –  
25 Monday Deuteronomy 27:1-26 Matthew 17:14-27 

26 Tuesday   Deuteronomy 28:1-22 Matthew 18:1-20 

27 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Deuteronomy 29:1-29 Matthew 18:21-35 

Catechesis on Matthew 5:1-12 

28 Thursday 

10:30 AM 

 

Deuteronomy 30:1-20 Matthew 19:1-15 

Sts. Simon & Jude, Apostles  

Dt 32:1-4, 1Pt 1:3-9, Jn 15:17-21 

29 Friday Deuteronomy 31:1-29 Matthew 19:16-30 

30 Saturday Deuteronomy 31:30-32:27 Matthew 20:1-16 

31 Sunday  

 

10:15 AM 

 

Deuteronomy 32:28-52 

Optional:  Deut 33:1-29 

Matthew 20:17-34 

Reformation Day 

Is 55:1-11, Rev 14:6-7, Mt 11:12-15 

 

Reformation Day  

#61  A Christian Patiently Suffers Wrong and Endures Evil 

I say all this, dear friends, as a faithful warning. In this case you 

should stop calling yourselves Christians and stop claiming that you 

have the Christian law on your side. For no matter how right you are, it 

is not right for a Christian to appeal to law, or to fight, but rather to 

suffer wrong and endure evil; and there is no other way (I 

Corinthians 6 [:1–8]). You yourselves confess in the preface to your 

articles that “all who believe in Christ become loving, peaceful, 

patient, and agreeable.”  Your actions, however, reveal nothing but 

impatience, aggression, anger, and violence. Thus you contradict 

your own words. You want to be known as patient people, you who 

will endure neither injustice nor evil, but will endure only what is 

just and good. That is a fine kind of patience! Any rascal can 

practice it! It does not take a Christian to do that! So again I say, 

however good and just your cause may be, nevertheless, because you 

would defend yourselves and are unwilling to suffer either violence or 

injustice, you may do anything that God does not prevent. However, 

leave the name Christian out of it. Leave the name Christian out, I say, 

and do not use it to cover up your impatient, disorderly, un-Christian 

undertaking.  I shall not let you have that name, but so long as there is 

a heartbeat in my body, I shall do all I can, through speaking and   



  

 

Catechism – The Lord’s Prayer, The 

Introduction 

Our Father who art in heaven 

What does this mean?  With these words God tenderly invites us to 

believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so 

that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear 

children ask their dear father. 

 

Collect for Trinity Twenty-One 

Lord, we implore You to keep Your household the Church in 

continual godliness, that through Your protection she may be free 

from all adversities and devoutly given to serve You in good works; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

Catechism - The Apostles’ Creed, First Article & Meaning 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean?  

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 

my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to 

support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and 

guards and protects me from all evil. 

All this He does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me. For all 

this it is my duty to thank and praise, 

serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true.  
 

Collect for Trinity Fifteen 

O Lord, we implore You, let Your 

continual pity cleanse and defend Your 

Church, and because she cannot 

continue in safety without Your help, 

preserve her evermore by Your help and 

goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
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Week leading to Trinity Sixteen:  September 13-19, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 102 (not in LW) 

Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  
13 Monday 2 Chronicles 32:1-22  

Optional:  Jonah 1:1-4:1 

Colossians 1:1-23 

14 Tuesday      2 Chronicles 33:1-25 Colossians 1:24-2:7 

15 Wednesday 

 

6:30 PM 

2 Chron. 34:1-4, 8-11, 14-33 

Optional:  Nahum 1:1-3:19 

Colossians 2:8-23 

Catechesis on Luke 7:11-17 

16 Thursday 2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 16-25 

Optional:  Zephaniah 1:1-3:20 

Colossians 3:1-25 

17 Friday 2 Chronicles 36:1-23 Colossians 4:1-18 

Opt: Philemon 1-25 

18 Saturday Nehemiah 1:1-2:10 

Optional: Haggai 1:1-2:23 

1 Timothy 1:1-20 

19 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Nehemiah 2:11-20; 4:1-6 1 Timothy 2:1-15 

Trinity Sixteen   

1 Kings 17:17-24, Ephesians 3:13-21, Luke 7:11-17 

 

#56  Why Suffering? 3. Lest We Become Sleepy and Secure 

Apart From the Word 

Thirdly, it is also highly necessary that we suffer not only that 

God may prove his honor, power, and strength against the devil, but 

also in order that when we are not in trouble and suffering this 

excellent treasure which we have may not merely make us sleepy and 

secure. We see so many people, unfortunately it is all too common, 

so misusing the gospel that it is a sin and a shame, as if now of 

course they have been so liberated by the gospel that there is no 

further need to do anything, give anything, or suffer anything. 

This kind of wickedness our God cannot check except through 

suffering. Hence he must keep disciplining and driving us, that our 

faith may increase and grow stronger and thus bring the Savior more 

deeply into our hearts. For just as we cannot get along without eating 

and drinking so we cannot get along without affliction and suffering. 

Therefore we must necessarily be afflicted of the devil by 

persecution or else by a secret thorn which thrusts into the heart, as 

also St. Paul laments [cf. II Cor. 12:7]. Therefore, since it is better to 

have a cross than to be without one, nobody should dread or be afraid 

of it. After all, you have a good strong promise with which to 

Week leading to Twenty-One:   October 18-24, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 119:105-112 (LW, p. 353) 

Hymn – LW #390/TLH 419 “For Jerusalem You’re Weeping” 

Daily Readings –  
18 Monday 

10:30 AM 

Deuteronomy 17:1-20 Matthew 14:1-21 

St. Luke, Evangelist 

Isaiah 35:5-8, 2 Tim 4:5-15, Lk 10:1-9 

19 Tuesday      Deuteronomy 18:1-22 Matthew 14:22-36 

20 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Deuteronomy 19:1-20 Matthew 15:1-20 

Catechesis on John 4:46-54 

21 Thursday Deuteronomy 20:1-20 Matthew 15:21-39 

22 Friday Deuteronomy 21:1-23 

Optional:  Dt 22:1-24:9 

Matthew 16:1-12 

23 Saturday Deuteronomy 24:10-25:10 Matthew 16:13-28 

24 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

 

Deuteronomy 25:17-26:19 Matthew 17:1-13 

Trinity Twenty-one 

Genesis 1:1-2:3, Ephesians 6:10-17, John 4:46-54 

 

#64  In this World, We Struggle and Suffer for the Sake of the Godly 

For the devil is lord of the world. I myself could never believe this, that 

the devil should be the lord and god of the world. But I experienced often 

enough that this too is an article of faith: He is “prince of the world, god of 

this age.” However—God be praised—this is not believed by the children of 

men, and I myself do not fully believe it. For everyone thinks he knows best 

and hopes that the devil is beyond the ocean and God is tucked in our pocket. 

But it is for the sake of the godly who wish to be saved that we must live, 

preach, write, do, and suffer all. Otherwise, if one contemplates the devil and 

the false brethren, it seems better not to preach, to write, or to do anything, 

but only to die early and be buried. For they pervert and revile all things and 

convert them into objects of offense and damage, just as the devil drives and 

leads them to do. It is inevitable that we struggle and suffer. We cannot be 

any better than the dear prophets and apostles who also had the same 

experience.  (Luther’s Works, v.47, p.113-114)  

In Danger.  
GRANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who in 

our tribulation are yet of good cheer because of Thy loving 

kind- ness, may find Thee mighty to save from all dangers; 

through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.57). 



  

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 

one true faith. 

In this Christian Church.  He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 

life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true. 

 

Collect for Trinity Twenty 

Grant, we implore You, merciful Lord, to Your faithful people 

pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins and 

serve You with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

comfort yourself. Besides, the gospel cannot come to the fore except 

through and in suffering and cross. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.207) 

 

Catechism - The Apostles’ Creed, First Article & Meaning 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean?  

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 

my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 

evil. 

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to 

thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

Collect for Trinity Sixteen 

O Lord, we pray that Your grace may always go before and follow 

after us, that we may be continually given to all good works; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

In Adversity.  
REDEEM, O Lord, the souls of Thy servants, who put their 

trust in Thee; grant of Thy clemency that we may find Thy 

blessing in adversity as well as in prosperity; and, because 

Thou art nigh to them that are of a contrite heart, open Thine 

ears to the spirit of our sorrow and need, and let Thy peace, 

which passeth all understanding, keep our souls and bodies; 

through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.54). 
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 #60  Luther’s Illustration: Commit and Rely on God 

I must also give you an illustration from the present. Pope and 

emperor have opposed me and raged against me. Now what have I 

done that the more pope and emperor raged, the more my gospel 

spread? I have never drawn a sword or desired revenge. I began neither 

conspiracy nor rebellion, but so far as I was able, I have helped the 

worldly rulers—even those who persecuted the gospel and me—to 

preserve their power and honor.  I stopped with committing the 

matter to God and relying confidently at all times upon his hand. 

This is why God has not only preserved my life in spite of the pope 

and all the tyrants—and this many consider a really great miracle, as I 

myself must also confess—but he has made my gospel grow and 

spread. Now you interfere with what I am doing. You want to help the 

gospel and yet you do not see that what you are doing hinders and 

suppresses it most effectively.  (Luther’s Works, v.46, p.31) 

 

Catechism – The Apostles’ Creed, Third Article & Meaning 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean?  

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by 

the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 

the true faith. 

  

Whore of Babylon from  Das Newe Testament Deuotzsch.  

The image is the “Whore of Babylon” from Martin Luther's (1483-1546) 

September Testament. The image is based on Revelation chapter 17. A harlot 

sits on a beast with seven heads and ten horns (v 17:3), decked with precious 

stones and pearls, with a golden cup in her hand full of abominations (v 17:4). 

She is drunk (v 17:6) and a king (v 17:10) worships her along with others 

kneeling before her. The triple tiara crown identifies the harlot as the pope. The 

image is by Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472-1553), a close friend of Martin 

Luther (1483-1546). This symbolism was considered too offensive and the triple 

tiara became a single tiara in the second edition of Luther’s New Testament 

which appeared in December 1522.  

In Cross Bearing.  
O LORD, what cross willest Thou that I should bear this day 

for love of Thee? Thou knowest, Lord, that I am all weakness; 

strengthen me to bear it patiently, humbly, lovingly. If I sink 

under it, look upon me and raise me up. Give what Thou 

commandest and command what Thou wilt; sanctify my cross 

to me, and keep me Thine own forever: Who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.57). 
 



  

Collect for Trinity Nineteen 

O almighty and most merciful God, of Your bountiful goodness keep 

us, we implore You, from all things that may hurt us, that we, being 

ready, both in body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things 

that You would have done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Week leading to Trinity Twenty:  October 11-17, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 125 (not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #390/TLH 419 “For Jerusalem You’re Weeping” 

Daily Readings –  
11 Monday 

Columbus Day 

Deuteronomy 9:23-10:22 Matthew 11:20-30 

12 Tuesday   Deuteronomy 11:1-25 Matthew 12:1-21 

13 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Deuteronomy 11:26-12:12 Matthew 12:22-37 

Catechesis on Matthew 22:1-14 

14 Thursday Deuteronomy 12:13-32 Matthew 12:38-50 

15 Friday Deuteronomy 13:1-18 Matthew 13:1-23 

16 Saturday Deuteronomy 14:1-2, 22-23, 

28-29; 15:1-15 

Matthew 13:24-43 

17 Sunday  

 

10:15 AM 

 

Deuteronomy 15:19-16:22 Matthew 13:44-58 

St. Ignatius 

Trinity Twenty   

Isaiah 55:1-9, Ephesians 5:15-21, Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Week leading to Trinity Seventeen:  September 20-26, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 33 (not in LW) 

Hymn – TLH #343 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 

Daily Readings –  
20 Monday Nehemiah 4:7-23 1 Timothy 3:1-16 

21 Tuesday       

10:30 AM 

Nehemiah 5:1-16,6:1-9,15-16 1 Timothy 4:1-16 

St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Proverbs 3:1-6, Ephesians 4:7-16, Matthew 9:9-13 

22 Wednesday 

 

7:00 AM 

 

6:30 PM 

Nehemiah 7:1-4; 8:1-18 

Optional: Ezra 1:1-10:19 

1 Timothy 5:1-16 

Matins on Ember Wednesday in September 

Amos 9:13-15, Nehemiah 8:1-10, Mark 9:16-28 

Catechesis on Luke 14:1-11 

23 Thursday Nehemiah 9:1-21 1 Timothy 5:17-6:2 

24 Friday 

 

7:00 AM 

Nehemiah 9:22-38 

Opt:  Nehemiah 10:1-13:31 

1 Timothy 6:3-21 

Matins on Ember Friday in September   

Hosea 14:2-10, Luke 7:36-50 

25 Saturday 

 

Malachi 1:1-14 Matthew 3:1-17 

Ember Saturday in September   

Hebrews 9:2-12, Luke 13:6-17 

26 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Malachi 2:1-3:5 Matthew 4:1-11 

Trinity Seventeen  

Proverbs 25:6-14, Ephesians 4:1-6, Luke 14:1-11 

 

#57  Why Suffering? 4. Christ’s Suffering Makes A Christian’s 

Suffering Holy. 

Lastly, Christian suffering is nobler and precious above all other 

human suffering because, since Christ himself suffered, he also 

hallowed the suffering of all his Christians. Are we not then poor, 

foolish people? We have run to Rome, Trier, and other places to visit 

the shrines; why do we not also cherish cross and suffering, which was 

much nearer to Christ and touched him more closely than any garment 

did his body. This touched not only his body but his heart. Through the 

suffering of Christ, the suffering of all his saints has become utterly 

holy, for it has been touched with Christ’s suffering. Therefore we 

should accept all suffering as a holy thing, for it is truly holiness. 

(Luther’s Works, v.51, p.207-208) 

  

For Strength to Suffer and Persevere.  
O LORD, let that become possible to me by Thy grace, which 

by nature seems impossible to me. Thou knowest that I am 

able to suffer but little, and that I am quickly cast down when 

a slight adversity ariseth: for Thy Name's sake, let every 

exercise of tribulation be amiable and desirable to me; for to 

suffer and to be disquieted for Thy sake is very wholesome for 

my soul; Who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 

1925, p.56-57). 



  

Catechism - The Apostles’ Creed, Second Article & Meaning 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my 

Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 

me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 

or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering 

and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 

in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 

from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.  

 

Collect for Trinity Seventeen 
Lord, we implore You, grant Your people grace to withstand the temptations of the 

devil and with pure hearts and minds to follow You, the only God; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 

the true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 

Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 

faith. 

In this Christian Church.  He daily and richly forgives all my sins and 

the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life 

to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true. 

  

In Suffering.  
O THOU, Who chastenest whom Thou lovest, grant us grace, 

we pray Thee, to discern Thy love in whatever suffering Thou 

sendest us; support us in patient thankfulness under pain, 

anxiety, or loss, and move us with pity and tenderness for our 

afflicted neighbors; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.56). 
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Week leading to Trinity Nineteen:  October 4-10, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 139  (LW, p.361-362) 

Hymn – LW #387 “Praise and Thanks and Adoration” 

Daily Readings –  
4 Monday Deuteronomy 4:21-40 Matthew 8:1-17 

5 Tuesday      Deuteronomy 5:1-21 Matthew 8:18-34 

6 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Deuteronomy 5:22-6:9 Matthew 9:1-17 

Catechesis on Matthew 9:1-8 

7 Thursday Deuteronomy 6:10-25 Matthew 9:18-38 

8 Friday Deuteronomy 7:1-19 Matthew 10:1-23 

9 Saturday Deuteronomy 8:1-20 Matthew 10:24-42 

10 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Deuteronomy 9:1-22 Matthew 11:1-19 

Trinity Nineteen  

Genesis 28:10-17, Ephesians 4:22-28, Matthew 9:1-8  

 

#59  Suffering Distinguished 

This, you see, is the way we teach concerning suffering, and you 

should also accustom yourself to distinguish carefully between the 

suffering of Christ and all other suffering and know that his is a 

heavenly suffering and ours is worldly, that his suffering 

accomplishes everything, while ours does nothing except that we 

become conformed to Christ, and that therefore the suffering of 

Christ is the suffering of a lord, whereas ours is the suffering of a 

servant. And those who teach otherwise know neither what Christ’s 

suffering nor our suffering is. Why? Because reason cannot do 

otherwise; it likes to put on a display with its suffering, as with all 

other works, so that it may gain some merit. That’s why we must 

learn to distinguish. We have said enough for this time concerning 

the example of the Passion and our suffering. God grant that we may 

understand and learn it aright. Amen. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.198-

199) 

 

Catechism – The Apostles’ Creed, Third Article & Meaning 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean?  

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 
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In Suffering 2.  
O GOD, Whose eyes regard Him Who for our sakes was poor: 

Be the Succorer of the heart that putteth its trust in Thee: and 

like as we do desire to be healed by the wounds of His 

Passion, grant that we may be delivered in all the dangers of 

our own; through the Same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.56). 
 



  

Week leading to Trinity Eighteen:   Sept. 27 - October 3, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 96 (LW, p.338) 

Hymn – LW #387 “Praise and Thanks and Adoration” 

Daily Readings –  
27 Monday Malachi 3:6-4:6 Matthew 4:12-25 

28 Tuesday      Deuteronomy 1:1-18 Matthew 5:1-20 

29 Wednesday 

10:30 AM 

 

6:30 PM 

Deuteronomy 1:19-36 Matthew 5:21-48 

St. Michael and All Angels  

Daniel 12:1-3, Revelation 12:7-12, Matthew 18:1-10 

Catechesis on Matthew 22:34-46 

30 Thursday Deuteronomy 1:37-2:15 Matthew 6:1-15 

1 Friday Deuteronomy 2:16-37 Matthew 6:16-34 

2 Saturday Deuteronomy 3:1-29 Matthew 7:1-12 

3 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Deuteronomy 4:1-20 Matthew 7:13-29 

Trinity Eighteen  

Deut 10:12-21, 1 Cor 1:1-9, Matthew 22:34-46 

 

#58  Summary Concerning Suffering 

Since we know then that it is God’s good pleasure that we should 

suffer, and that God’s glory is manifested in our suffering, better than 

in any other way, and since we are the kind of people who cannot 

hold on to the Word and our faith without suffering, and moreover 

since we have the noble, previous promise that the cross which God 

sends to us is not a bad thing, but rather an utterly precious and noble 

holy thing, why should we not be bold to suffer? As for those who 

will not suffer, let them go and be cavaliers; we preach this only to 

the devout who want to be Christians, the others wouldn’t carry it out 

anyhow. After all, we have so many assurances and promises that he 

will not allow us to stick in our suffering but will help us out of it, 

even though all men should doubt it. Therefore, even though it hurts, 

so be it, you have to go through some suffering anyhow; things 

cannot always go smoothly. It is just as well, nay, a thousand times 

better, to have suffered for the sake of Christ, who promised us 

comfort and help in suffering, than to suffer and despair and perish 

without comfort and help for the sake of the devil. (Luther’s Works, 

v.51, p.208) 

 

Catechism - The Apostles’ Creed, Second Article & Meaning 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead.  

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 

silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 

from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.  

 

Collect for Trinity Eighteen 
O God, forasmuch as without You we are not able to please You, mercifully 

grant that Your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, wholives and reigns with the 

Fatehr and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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