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Worship	at	Home	
	

10th	May	2020	
	
	

Opening	Prayer	(in	unison)	
	

Father,	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	
we	gather	in	Your	presence	with	thanksgiving	and	praise	
for	the	way	in	which	You	have	revealed	Yourself	to	us.	
Through	Jesus	Christ,	your	Son,	
we	have	come	to	know	and	love	You;	
we	have	seen	Your	love	and	mercy	in	action;	
we	have	caught	a	glimpse	of	Your	heart,	
and	we	have	heard	the	call	to	follow.	
Continue	to	reveal	Yourself	to	us	as	we	worship	in	this	manner.	
May	Your	Holy	Spirit	open	our	minds	and	hearts	to	Your	presence	here,	
and	to	the	word	that	You	have	for	us	this	morning.	
We	long	to	meet	You	here,	and	to	know	You	better.	
In	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ,	Your	Son	and	our	Saviour.	
Amen.	
	
	

Songs	of	Praise		
	

What	a	Friend	we	have	in	Jesus	UMH	526	

What	a	friend	we	have	in	Jesus,	
All	our	sins	and	griefs	to	bear!	
What	a	privilege	to	carry	
Everything	to	God	in	prayer	
	

Oh,	what	peace	we	often	forfeit,	
Oh,	what	needless	pain	we	bear	
all	because	we	do	not	carry	
everything	to	God	in	prayer.	
	

Have	we	trials	and	temptations?	
Is	there	trouble	anywhere?	
We	should	never	be	discouraged,	
Take	it	to	the	Lord	in	prayer.	
	

Can	we	find	a	friend	so	faithful?	
Who	will	all	our	sorrows	share?	
Jesus	knows	our	every	weakness,	
Take	it	to	the	Lord	in	prayer.	
	

Are	we	weak	and	heavy	laden,	
Cumbered	with	a	load	of	care?	
Precious	Savior,	still	our	refuge	
Take	it	to	the	Lord	in	prayer.	
	

Do	thy	friends	despise	forsake	thee?	
Take	it	to	the	Lord	in	prayer.	
In	His	arms	He	take	and	shield	thee,	
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Thou	wilt	find	a	solace	there.	
	
Majesty,	Worship	His	Majesty	
Majesty,	worship	his	majesty	
Unto	Jesus	be	all	glory,	power	and	praise	
Majesty,	kingdom	authority	flow	from	his	throne	
Unto	his	own	his	anthem	raise	
So	exalt	lift	up	on	high	the	name	of	Jesus	
Magnify,	come	glorify	Christ	Jesus	the	king	
Majesty,	worship	his	majesty	
Jesus	who	died	now	glorified	
King	of	all	kings.	
	
Ascribe	Greatness	
Ascribe	greatness	to	our	God	the	Rock	
His	work	is	perfect	and	all	His	ways	are	just	
Ascribe	greatness	to	our	God	the	Rock	
His	work	is	perfect	and	all	His	ways	are	just	
	

A	God	of	faithfulness	and,	
without	injustice	
Good	and	upright	is	He	
A	God	of	faithfulness	and,	
without	injustice	
Good	and	upright	is	He	
	
Intercession	Prayer	
	

1. Let	 us	 continue	 to	 pray	 unceasingly	 against	 the	 Covid-19	 virus	 epidemic.	 Pray	 for	
containment	 of	 the	 spread	 of	 this	 virus	 in	 Malaysia	 so	 that	 the	 majority	 of	 the	
population	will	not	be	afflicted	by	it.	

2. Pray	for	the	protection	of	our	front	liners	who	has	to	care	for	Covid-19	infected	patients	
and	those	who	are	performing	testing	on	potential	cases.	

3. Pray	 for	 wisdom	 for	 our	 national	 leaders	 who	 has	 to	make	 tough	 decision	 on	 the	
current	economic	and	health	crisis.	

4. Pray	 for	 encouragement	 for	 those	 who	 are	 deeply	 impacted	 by	 the	 prolong	MCO	
period,	especially	those	who	had	 lost	their	 jobs,	redundant	or	had	a	pay	cut	due	to	
poor	business.	

5. Pray	for	anyone	you	know	who	are	sick	in	the	midst	of	this	crisis.	Ask	God	to	heal	them	
and	uplift	their	spirit.	

	

End	the	Intercession	with	the	Lord’s	Prayer:	
	

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	thy	name;	
thy	kingdom	come;	
thy	will	be	done;	
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread.	
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And	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	
as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	us.	
And	lead	us	not	into	temptation;	
but	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	thine	is	the	kingdom,	
the	power	and	the	glory,	
for	ever	and	ever.	
Amen.	

	

Hymn	of	Preparation	–	Thy	Word	Is	a	Lamp	UMH	601	

Chorus	
Thy	Word	is	a	lamp	unto	my	feet	
And	a	light	unto	my	path	
Thy	Word	is	a	lamp	unto	my	feet	
And	a	light	unto	my	path	
	

Verse	1	
When	I	feel	afraid	
And	I	think	I've	lost	my	way	
Still	You're	there	right	beside	me	
Nothing	will	I	fear	
As	long	as	You	are	near	
Please	be	near	me	to	the	end	
	

Verse	2	
I	will	not	forget	
Your	love	for	me	and	yet	
My	heart	forever	is	wandering	
Jesus	be	my	guide	
And	hold	me	to	Your	side	
I	will	love	You	to	the	end	
	
Scripture	Reading:	Isaiah	43:	1-4,	10-12,	18-21,	44:	1-5	
	

Isaiah	43:	1-4			
1But	now,	this	is	what	the	LORD	says—	he	who	created	you,	O	Jacob,	he	who	formed	you,	O	
Israel:	 “Fear	not,	 for	 I	have	 redeemed	you;	 I	have	summoned	you	by	name;	you	are	mine.	
2When	you	pass	through	the	waters,	I	will	be	with	you;	and	when	you	pass	through	the	rivers,	
they	will	not	sweep	over	you.	When	you	walk	through	the	fire,	you	will	not	be	burned;	the	
flames	will	not	set	you	ablaze.	 3For	 I	am	the	LORD,	your	God,	 the	Holy	One	of	 Israel,	your	
Savior;	I	give	Egypt	for	your	ransom,	Cush	and	Seba	in	your	stead.	4Since	you	are	precious	and	
honored	in	my	sight,	and	because	I	love	you,	I	will	give	men	in	exchange	for	you,	and	people	
in	exchange	for	your	life.	
Isaiah	43:	10-12	
10.	“You	are	my	witnesses,”	declares	the	LORD,	“and	my	servant	whom	I	have	chosen,	so	that	
you	may	know	and	believe	me	and	understand	that	I	am	he.	Before	me	no	god	was	formed,	
nor	will	there	be	one	after	me.	11.	I,	even	I,	am	the	LORD,	and	apart	from	me	there	is	no	savior.	
12.	I	have	revealed	and	saved	and	proclaimed—	I,	and	not	some	foreign	god	among	you.	You	
are	my	witnesses,”	declares	the	LORD,	“that	I	am	God.		
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Isaiah	43:	18-21	
18.	“Forget	the	former	things;	do	not	dwell	on	the	past.	19.	See,	I	am	doing	a	new	thing!	Now	it	
springs	 up;	 do	 you	 not	 perceive	 it?	 I	 am	making	 a	 way	 in	 the	 desert	 and	 streams	 in	 the	
wasteland.	20.The	wild	animals	honor	me,	the	jackals	and	the	owls,	because	I	provide	water	in	
the	desert	and	streams	in	the	wasteland,	to	give	drink	to	my	people,	my	chosen,	21.	the	people	
I	formed	for	myself	that	they	may	proclaim	my	praise.		
Isaiah	44:	1-5	
1.“But	now	listen,	O	Jacob,	my	servant,	Israel,	whom	I	have	chosen.	2.This	is	what	the	LORD	
says—	he	who	made	you,	who	formed	you	in	the	womb,	and	who	will	help	you:	Do	not	be	
afraid,	O	Jacob,	my	servant,	Jeshurun,	whom	I	have	chosen.	3.For	I	will	pour	water	on	the	thirsty	
land,	 and	 streams	 on	 the	 dry	 ground;	 I	will	 pour	 out	my	 Spirit	 on	 your	 offspring,	 and	my	
blessing	on	your	descendants.	4.They	will	spring	up	like	grass	in	a	meadow,	like	poplar	trees	by	
flowing	streams.	5.One	will	say,	‘I	belong	to	the	LORD’;	another	will	call	himself	by	the	name	
of	Jacob;	still	another	will	write	on	his	hand,	‘The	LORD’s,’	and	will	take	the	name	Israel.		
	
Sermon	by	Rev	SK	Koe		
	

A	New	Norm,	A	New	Confidence	Ahead	
	

Introduction	–	The	Years	of	Uncertainty	Ahead	
We	have	entered	into	a	year	of	uncertainty	though	we	started	with	some	confidence	in	the	
beginning	of	this	year.	This	year	is	definitely	more	uncertain	than	any	past	years.	It	is	natural	
we	feel	some	apprehension	as	the	year	unfolds	ahead	of	us.	What	does	the	other	half	year	
ahead	hold	for	us?	Or,	what	does	the	future	years	be	for	us,	not	just	this	year	2020?	Will	the	
world	economy	get	better	or	worse?	Will	our	lives	be	better	or	worse?	How	will	our	career,	
business,	 family	or	relationships	be	different?	Honestly	speaking,	we	won’t	know	for	sure.	
The	 relentless	of	Covid-19	global	widespread	has	 indeed	 impacted	every	human	being	on	
earth,	so	far	had	taken	thousands	of	innocent	lives,	and	devastated	the	livelihood	of	millions	
of	people	when	the	world	economic	machineries	were	disrupted.		
Since	early	this	year,	beginning	from	China,	and	now	throughout	the	world,	great	and	small	
nations	would	have	gone	through	a	dramatic	change,	and	life	will	never	be	the	same	again	
going	 forward.	 	This	 is	because	everyone	was	not	 fully	prepared	 for	 such	a	 rapid	wave	of	
epidemic	 infection	 and	 seemingly,	 many	 had	 underestimated	 the	 threat	 of	 Covid-19	
epidemic.	In	addition,	the	health	crisis	and	economic	crises	coming	together	at	the	same	time	
had	indeed	dealt	a	heavy	blow	to	mankind	ability	to	cope	with	detrimental	consequences.	
Our	government	is	now	having	a	hard	time	trying	to	balance	between	saving	as	many	lives	as	
possible	with	a	longer	MCO	period	and	allowing	people	to	go	back	to	work	early	so	that	this	
depress	economy	can	gradually	recover	at	the	shortest	time.	Looking	at	the	situation,	it	is	a	
very	difficult	task	for	the	leadership	of	any	country.	
Therefore,	how	then	as	people	of	God	response	in	the	light	of	such	pandemic	warfare	and	the	
uncertainties	of	the	world?		Is	there	a	word	for	us	from	God	whom	we	believe	the	Almighty	
God	is	still	in	control	of	the	world?	
	

Going	back	to	the	Scripture	
Now,	it	is	important	we	go	back	to	the	scripture	(word	of	God)	to	find	our	solace	of	comfort	
in	times	such	as	these,	lest	we	drifted	away	in	despair.	The	scripture	does	speak	to	those	who	
seek	after	God,	and	this	morning	allow	me	to	draw	some	aspirations	from	Isaiah	43	for	us	to	
reflect	upon.		
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In	the	passages	we	read	this	morning,	I	have	just	taken	the	epitome	small	sections	from	the	
Isaiah	book	where	the	prophecy	said	is	relevant	to	us.		The	exhortations	given	then	were	to	
address	the	exiled	Israelites	who	were	facing	a	bleak	future	and	who	had	every	reason	to	be	
pessimistic	–	like	we	do	today.	Yet	the	same	God	who	had	exiled	them	and	also	is	in	control	
of	 the	 times	had	a	message	of	hope	 for	His	 chosen	people.	 I	 believe	 this	message	 is	 also	
applicable	to	us	as	we	go	through	moments	of	uncertainties	in	the	coming	years	ahead.	In	
Isaiah	43,	we	will	 see	God	 constantly	 reminding	 the	 Israelites	 through	 Isaiah	how	He	had	
looked	after	their	interest	in	the	past	and	what	He	will	do	for	them	in	the	future	after	their	
difficult	time	in	exile.	The	people	of	God	in	this	prophecy	had	been	exiled	because	of	their	
sins	against	God	and	yet	are	they	are	comforted	by	God	and	I	hope	it	will	do	the	same	for	you.		
There	are	three	(3)	main	points	in	the	text	we	can	learn	from	the	Isaiah’s	prophecy:	
	

1. We	are	God’s	chosen	people	(43:	1-4,	10-12)	
When	the	Lord	says	Israelites	are	His	redeemed	people,	God	is	saying	I	have	chosen	you	as	
my	nation,	and	clearly,	the	Israelites	had	three	(3)	great	blessings	for	being	chosen,	that	is:	

(a) They	have	a	special	relationship	with	God	because	they	belong	to	Him	(v.1,	4)	
(b) They	are	always	protected	by	God	(v.2-3)	
(c) They	are	purpose	driven	to	be	God’s	witnesses	to	the	world	(v.10-12)	

	

The	Israelites’	position	as	people	of	God	was	an	honor,	for	the	Lord	saw	them	as	highly	valued,	
precious	and	unique.	In	verse	1-4,	the	Lord	says	with	an	affirmation	to	them	as	follows:	
	

	“…	Do	not	be	afraid,	for	I	have	ransomed	you.	I	have	called	you	by	name;	you	are	mine.	
When	you	go	through	deep	waters,	I	will	be	with	you.	
When	you	go	through	rivers	of	difficulty,	you	will	not	drown.	
When	you	walk	through	the	fire	of	oppression,	you	will	not	be	burned	up;	the	flames	will	
not	consume	you.	For	I	am	the	Lord,	your	God,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	your	Savior.	
I	gave	Egypt	as	a	ransom	for	your	freedom;	I	gave	Ethiopia	and	Seba	in	your	place.	(NLT)	
Since	you	are	precious	and	honoured	in	my	sight,	and	because	I	love	you,	I	will	give	people	
in	exchange	for	you,	nations	in	exchange	for	your	life.”	(NIV)	
	

We	see	here	that	God	would	give	anything	for	His	chosen	people	–	even	other	nations	would	
have	to	be	sacrificed	–	in	exchanged	for	their	lives.	Isaiah	prophecy	is	an	assurance	to	a	nation	
that	is	facing	a	bleak	future	and	here,	God	saw	it	fit	to	encouraged	them	again	that	He	will	do	
the	same	for	Israel	in	the	future.		
He	first	reminded	the	Israelites	events	of	the	past;	the	Red	Sea	crossing	where	God	had	parted	
the	seas	before	their	eyes	and	led	them	through	it	when	they	were	cornered	by	the	Egyptian	
armies.	 Later	 in	 another	miracle,	 they	were	 led	 again	 to	 safety	 after	 going	 through	 some	
difficult	rivers	so	that	they	could	claimed	the	promised	land	as	given	by	God	to	them.	The	
popular	story	of	Daniel	going	through	the	fire	furnace	and	yet	was	not	consumed	by	the	fire.	
This	is	another	reference	God	used	to	remind	them	He	had	delivered	Daniel	and	He	will	always	
be	that	Great	Deliverer	for	Israel.	
And	 in	 today	 context,	 the	 unchanging	 God	 had	 done	 for	 us	 the	 ‘similar	 exchange	 and	
deliverance’	in	that	He	gave	His	only	begotten	Son;	Jesus	to	deliver	us	from	the	bondage	of	
our	sins.	He	had	shown	to	us	His	redeeming	love	and	proved	that	we	are	indeed	precious	and	
honoured	in	His	sight	by	sending	Jesus	to	the	cross	for	our	atonement;	‘just	like	a	lamb	to	be	
slaughtered	and	sacrifice’.	We	are	now	His	children	by	faith	according	to	Paul	(Gal.3:26)	and	
we	belong	to	Him.	Therefore,	the	people	that	belongs	to	Christ	can	rest	assure	that	God	will	
protects	them	whenever	they	go	through	dangers	and	trials.	
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As	much	as	we	fear	of	being	infected	by	Covid-19	virus	anytime,	anywhere,	and	at	this	stage	
without	a	fixed	cure	or	a	preventive	vaccine,	we	who	belong	to	Christ	can	therefore	look	to	
Him	for	protection,	for	our	lives	is	precious	in	His	sight,	and	he	will	surely	save	us	from	this	
epidemic.	His	redemption	upon	our	lives	grant	us	this	privilege	to	His	powerful	protection.	
While	the	Israelites	enjoyed	the	privilege	of	having	a	special	relationship	with	God	and	are	
wholly	protected	by	Him,	they	are	expected	to	show	forth	their	worthiness	of	being	God’s	
chosen	people.	Just	as	some	would	say:	With	great	power,	comes	responsibilities.		
So,	 in	verse	10-12,	God	tells	the	Israelites,	your	privileges	come	with	the	duty	of	being	His	
witnesses	to	the	world.	They	are	to	lead	other	nations	to	the	true	God,	for	there	is	none	like	
their	God:	This	is	what	the	Lord	says,	
“…you	are	my	witnesses,	O	 Israel!”	 says	 the	 Lord.	 “You	are	my	 servant.	 You	have	been	
chosen	to	know	me,	believe	in	me,	and	understand	that	I	alone	am	God.	There	is	no	other	
God—	there	never	has	been,	and	there	never	will	be.	
I,	yes,	I	am	the	Lord,	and	there	is	no	other	Saviour.		First,	I	predicted	your	rescue,	then	I	saved	
you	and	proclaimed	it	to	the	world.	No	foreign	god	has	ever	done	this.	You	are	witnesses	
that	I	am	the	only	God,”	says	the	Lord.”	(NLT)	
	

In	today’s	context,	isn’t	this	the	same	purpose	and	calling	we	have	from	God?		
There	are	many	people	 in	this	world	groping	 in	darkness,	searching	for	meaning,	direction	
and	purpose	in	life,	especially	during	this	difficult	period	of	MCO,	we	are	seeing	loss	of	jobs,	
retrenchment,	 heavy	 pay	 cut	 and	 no	means	 of	 earning	 a	 decent	 living.	 Therefore,	God	 is	
calling	His	people	to	rise	up	today	to	be	that	witness	to	proclaim	and	reveal	hope	in	Christ	to	
a	lost	and	dying	world.	Though	our	resources	are	limited,	but	our	God	is	resourceful,	and	this	
is	a	good	time	besides	reaching	out	to	help	others,	we	can	at	least	pray	for	their	salvation.	
So,	let	us	not	be	afraid	of	what	is	ahead	of	us.	God	can	deal	with	the	emerging	threat	to	our	
lives.	For	we	are	God’s	chosen	people;	we	are	in	a	special	relationship	with	the	Lord	and	we	
are	protected	by	Him,	and	for	what	we	are,	we	have	a	purpose	driven	calling	to	be	His	witness	
to	the	world.	
	

2. We	must	forget	the	past	(43:	18-19)	
Next,	 the	 Israelites	are	called	 to	 forget	 their	 shame	and	humiliation	because	of	 their	past	
experiences	of	being	exiled	(a	chosen	nation	by	God	yet	exiled	under	humiliating	condition	by	
foreigners).	God	has	offered	forgiveness	to	Israel.	She	must	now	stretch	out	her	hands	and	
grasp	the	forgiveness	of	God.	In	verse	18-19a,	the	Lord	tells	the	Israelites:	
“Forget	the	former	things;	do	not	dwell	on	the	past.	
See,	I	am	doing	a	new	thing!	
Now	it	springs	up;	do	you	not	perceive	it?”	(NIV)	
	

Now	the	key	verse	here	is:	“Forget	the	former	things;	do	not	dwell	on	the	past.	See,	I	am	
doing	a	new	thing!”.		The	Holman	version	translation	makes	it	clearer	for	us:	
“Do	not	remember	the	past	events,	pay	no	attention	to	things	of	old.	Look,	I	am	about	to	
do	something	new;	…”	
In	 the	 same	 way	 today,	 we	 are	 to	 let	 go	 the	 past	 –	 our	 bad	 experiences,	 failures	 and	
disappointments	with	people,	companies	we	worked	for	and	also	with	God.		
Are	you	dwelling	in	an	unforgiveable	situation	now?	Has	somebody	hurt	you	badly	that	you	
will	not	let	go?	The	bible	tells	us	today	if	you	want	to	be	able	to	see	what	God	is	doing	in	your	
new	life,	you	will	have	to	let	go	the	past.	And	the	reason	is	obvious	because	God	has	already	
forgiven	us	for	what	we	have	done	wrong.	In	Psalm	103:	11-12,	the	Lord	says:	
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“For	as	high	as	the	heavens	are	above	the	earth,	so	great	is	his	love	for	those	who	fear	him;	
as	far	as	the	east	is	from	the	west,	so	far	has	he	removed	our	transgressions	from	us.”	
	

What	is	it	in	your	life	that	you	cannot	forgive	others	while	God	has	done	the	same	for	you	
though	you	do	not	deserve	His	forgiveness?		
There	are	people	who	kept	themselves	very	busy	with	daily	work	but	deep	in	their	heart	and	
mind	they	are	living	in	the	past.	So,	when	the	MCO	came,	two	months	seating	at	home	and	
doing	nothing	can	be	very	stressful.	This	is	because	when	they	are	so	idle,	the	past	came	back	
to	‘haunt’	them.	They	now	remembered	what	others	had	done	bad	to	them.	Therefore,	while	
staying	at	home	can	be	a	blessing	for	many	but	for	others	it	is	a	struggle	as	they	dwelt	in	the	
past;	the	struggles	of	the	past;	the	misgivings;	the	hurts	they	had	endured	and	the	shame	
they	had	to	put	up	now	seems	to	come	alive	again.	
And,	Satan’s	strategy	is	to	trap	people	in	their	past	leading	to	vengefulness	and	heartache.	
And	if	you	are	living	in	such	conditions,	then	you	are	a	victim	of	your	own	doing	and	a	play	
toy	for	the	devil	to	mislead	you.	Today,	the	bible	tells	us:	God	don’t	want	you	to	be	left	behind;	
He	doesn’t	you	to	live	in	the	past	and	He	wants	to	do	a	new	thing	in	your	life.	So,	if	you	are	
unable	to	let	go	of	the	past,	you	will	miss	the	wonderful	things	or	even	the	miracles	God	has	
in	store	for	you.	That	leads	me	to	my	final	point	for	today.	
	

3. We	must	envision	a	glorious	prospect	by	faith	(43:	19-21,	44:	1-5)	
In	verse	19b-21,	Isaiah	prophesied	strange	illustrations	of	impossibilities	and	miracles	to	the	
Israelites,	the	Lord	says	this:	
“I	will	make	a	pathway	through	the	wilderness.	I	will	create	rivers	in	the	dry	wasteland.	
The	wild	animals	in	the	fields	will	thank	me,	the	jackals	and	owls,	too,	for	giving	them	water	
in	 the	 desert.	 Yes,	 I	will	make	 rivers	 in	 the	 dry	wasteland	 so	my	 chosen	 people	 can	 be	
refreshed.”	(NLT)	
	

The	things	that	God	does	is	beyond	our	imagination.	A	pathway	through	the	wilderness	and	
rivers	in	the	dry	desert?	Is	that	possible?	
We	all	know	it	is	not	feasible	to	create	a	path	in	a	sandy	desert	(or	in	wilderness),	and	it	will	
take	an	ocean	of	water	to	completely	wet	a	dry	desert	just	to	form	streams	of	river.	These	are	
impossibilities	in	our	understanding	but	for	God,	this	is	possible	as	He	wishes.	What	more,	
Isaiah	said	after	this	 is	done,	the	wild	creatures	will	come	and	enjoy	it;	for	they	will	surely	
honor	God	for	what	they	receive.	This	is	a	beautiful	picture	of	God’s	powerful	acts	leading	to	
peace	and	security	for	the	Israelites.	However,	for	what	God	has	done,	He	wants	to	satisfy	His	
chosen	people	and	in	due	time,	they	will	praise	Him	(v.21).	
In	our	present	circumstances,	we	have	seen	when	humanity	was	lockdown	in	their	homes,	
and	almost	all	economic	activities	came	to	a	halt,	the	wild	creatures	came	out	to	play	in	the	
domain	of	man,	and	also	the	skies	became	less	polluted.	While	we	can	see	only	the	threat	
and	losses	caused	by	this	epidemic	 in	our	midst,	the	Lord	on	the	other	hand,	had	brought	
forth	 a	 healthier	 environment	 for	 the	 living	 animals	 He	 had	 created.	 It	 takes	 a	 crisis	 to	
rejuvenated	the	nature	around	us	and	this	proves	all	is	not	loss	though	we	only	see	human	
deprivation	 in	 times	 like	 this.	 I	 believe	 the	 wild	 animals	 are	 rejoicing,	 and	 God’s	 natural	
handiwork	is	praising	Him.	
Nevertheless,	God	also	wants	to	do	a	new	thing	in	our	lives,	to	show	himself	as	real,	faithful	
and	a	 loving	God	to	us.	He	wants	to	surprise	us	with	many	good	things	ahead	–	blessings,	
answered	prayers,	breakthroughs,	and	victory	over	our	troubles,	fear,	insecurity	and	low	self-
esteem.	In	another	word,	God	wants	to	heal	our	hurts,	restore	back	that	smile	on	our	faces,	
and	bring	joy	and	wholeness	into	our	hearts	and	souls	again	though	we	may	not	realize	it.	
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Conclusion	
You	may	ask	me	what	are	the	new	norms	you	will	have	to	face	after	this	MCO	period	as	we	
approach	the	uncertain	days	ahead.	Here	will	be	my	take	as	we	move	into	the	next	phase	of	
life,	learning	from	this	morning	passage:	
The	world	is	changing,	inevitably	it	had	to	keep	on	changing	sparked	by	the	recent	epidemic	
event.	Businesses	are	different	now,	approaches	to	work	are	different	and	life	ahead	will	be	
different	too.	God	maybe	telling	you	what	you	have	been	doing	will	now	take	a	different	path	
in	time	to	come.		
But,	He	 is	 likely	 to	tell	you	whatever	norms	that	 the	world	has	transformed	 into;	God	has	
prepared	us	for	this	day.	We	just	have	to	let	go	our	past,	we	have	to	forget	what	is	holding	us	
back	and	the	 things	we	hold	dearly	may	not	always	be	 the	right	choices!	We	will	need	to	
embrace	change	courageously	in	the	context	of	an	ever	changing	and	unsympathetic	world,	
however,	we	are	not	alone.	He	will	walk	with	us	through	the	‘deep	waters,	difficult	rivers	and	
the	fires’	of	life	that	comes	our	paths.	This	is	our	unchanging	God,	faithful	and	wanting	us	to	
envisage	what	new	things	He	can	do	in	our	lives,	for	we	are	His	chosen	people;		
we	have	a	special	relationship	with	Him;		
we	are	always	protected;	and		
we	have	a	purpose	driven	and	definition	of	being	His	witness	to	this	world	which	He	will	want	
us	 to	 succeed.	 So,	 let	 us	 take	 heart	 in	 His	 word	 this	 morning;	 whatever,	 whenever	 and	
whichever	way	you	take	after	this	MCO	period,	God	is	about	to	bring	new	things	into	your	life	
as	you	fully	lean	on	Him	with	faith.	Let	us	courageously	meet	our	challenges	ahead	and	believe	
the	Lord	will	see	us	through	in	the	uncertain	days	ahead!	And	in	due	time,	you	will	rejoice	and	
praise	Him.	This	is	what	He	longs	for	us	to	do!		
Amen.	
	
Online	Holy	Communion	conducted	by	Rev	SK	Koe			(to be conducted with those present	online	)	
	

Song	of	Dedication	-	Ascribe	greatness	
	

Ascribe	greatness	to	our	God	the	Rock	
His	work	is	perfect	and	all	His	ways	are	just	
Ascribe	greatness	to	our	God	the	Rock	
His	work	is	perfect	and	all	His	ways	are	just	
	

A	God	of	faithfulness	and,	
without	injustice	
Good	and	upright	is	He	
A	God	of	faithfulness	and,	
without	injustice	
Good	and	upright	is	He	
	

Closing	Prayer	(in	Unison)	
	

Glorious	Father,	you	created	us	to	worship	you,	and	that	is	why	we	have	gathered	here	in	this	
manner	to	spend	time	together	 in	your	presence.	As	we	prepare	to	 leave	this	platform	of	
worship,	Father	we	ask	you	to	be	with	us.	Be	our	hiding	place	and	shield	us	from	the	infectious	
Covid-19	disease.		In	Jesus’	name,	we	believe	and	pray.	
	

Benediction	by	Pastor	
	

Now,	May	the	Lord	bless	us,	protect	us	from	all	evil	and	bring	us	to	everlasting	life.	Amen.	
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Church	Announcements:	
	

1. Pledge	and	General	Offering	
We	continue	to	encourage	worshippers	to	contribute	generously	to	the	church	offering	even	
though	there	is	no	physical	collection	of	church	offering.	You	may	channel	your	offering	to	
the	following	account	through	online	banking,	cash	or	cheque	deposit:	

Grace	Methodist	Church	Sentul	
Public	Bank	Berhad:	3131820102	

Kindly	indicate	to	Sis	Saw	Chan	after	remittance	of	your	offering	–	012	3566763	or	her	email:	
wsc_jo@yahoo.com	
	

2. Pastoral	Assistance	or	Counselling	
Pastor	would	like	to	make	himself	available	to	anyone	who	needs	prayer	or	any	counselling	
during	this	MCO	period.	You	may	call	him	directly	at	012	7853357.	
	

3. Family	Webinar	 by	 Focus	 on	 the	 Family	 15	May	@800	 pm.	 Open	 to	 all.	 Further	
information	as	per	below	advertisement:	
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Sermon	Based	Questions	
1. What	do	you	think	the	world	will	be	like	post	MCO	period?	Or	even	at	this	stage?	

In	terms	of	the	country	economy;	job	opportunities	and	business	prospects?	
In	terms	of	social	life?	
In	terms	of	church	life?	

2. When	was	the	last	time	you	have	a	serious	issue	in	your	life	and	the	Lord	has	brought	you	
out	of	it?	It	can	be	a	relationship,	job	or	business	issue.		Reflect	over	it	and	share.	

3. What	can	you	do	to	reinstate	confidence	in	God	during	trials	and	setbacks?	If	you	are	
going	through	a	motion	of	trying	to	overcome	your	problems,	think	of	two	or	three	things	
you	can	work	on	that	will	help	you	to	stand	firm	in	your	faith.	You	may	want	to	relate	it	
to	your	past	experiences	to	answer.	

	

Pray	 that	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 will	 strengthen	 our	 faith	 going	 forward	 developing	 a	 strong	
confidence	in	Him	in	the	midst	of	uncertainties.	Despite	all	the	changes	in	the	norms	of	our	
world	and	seemingly	insecure	prospects,	we	can	trust	that	God	will	walk	with	us	through	all	
our	challenges.	For	we	are	precious	and	valued	by	Him.	
	

Memory	verse:		
Isaiah	43:	18-19:	Holman	version	translation		
“Do	not	remember	the	past	events,	pay	no	attention	to	things	of	old.	Look,	I	am	about	to	
do	something	new;	even	now	it	is	coming.	Do	you	not	see	it?	...”	
	

	

	
	
	
	


