
Worship at Home on GOOD FRIDAY 

April 10, 2020 

Opening Prayer (in unison) 

God, as we gather to You on this Good Friday, please give to us the gratitude which 

really wants to thank you for sending Your only begotten Son to die for us on the 

Cross. Give us the penitence that really wants to tell You that we are sorry for our 

sins. Give us the sense of need which makes us come to You for the things which You 

alone can give us. Empower us to live obedient lives for the glory and honour of Your 

name. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (or any other hymn/song known to the family can be sung; and a 

few more hymn/songs as the family may choose to sing) 

And can it be that I should gain 
An int'rest in the Savior's blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 

Refrain: 
Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my God, should die for me! 

'Tis mystery all! Th'Immortal dies! 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine! 
'Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. [Refrain] 

He left His Father's throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race; 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. [Refrain] 



Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. [Refrain] 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th'eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. [Refrain] 

Intercession (each person can be encouraged to say a prayer based on the items below 

or one person could be assigned to pray all the items below) 

 

1. Pray we repent of our sins and stop wounding the love of GOD. Let us thank GOD for 

saving us from sin and hell. 

 

2. We pray for the salvation of everyone and those who have backslided to return to GOD 

Almighty. 

 

3. Any other prayers the family wishes to bring to God. 

 

End the intercession with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  



For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Preparation (or any other hymn/song) 

 
On a hill far away, stood an old rugged Cross 
The emblem of suff'ring and shame 
And I love that old Cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain 
 
So I'll cherish the old rugged Cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down 
I will cling to the old rugged Cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown 
 
Oh, that old rugged Cross so despised by the world 
Has a wondrous attraction for me 
For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 
To bear it to dark Calvary 
 
So I'll cherish the old rugged Cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down 
I will cling to the old rugged Cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown 
 
In the old rugged Cross, stained with blood so divine 
A wondrous beauty I see 
For the dear Lamb of God, left his Glory above 
To pardon and sanctify me 
 
So I'll cherish the old rugged Cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down 
I will cling to the old rugged Cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown 
 
To the old rugged Cross, I will ever be true 
Its shame and reproach gladly bear 
Then He'll call me some day to my home far away 
Where his glory forever I'll share 



So I'll cherish the old rugged Cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down 
I will cling to the old rugged Cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown  
 

Reading of the Bible (Everyone reads aloud together or one verse per person) 

John3:16-21 (English Standard Version) 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people 

loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For 

everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 

lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the 

light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

Sermon (to be read aloud by one person) 

 
(Sermon by Bishop Emeritus Dr Hwa Yung, retired Bishop of the Methodist Church in 

Malaysia) 

WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE? 

Good Friday is the day Christians set aside to remember the death of Christ, the Son of 

God on the cross. The cross is the central symbol of the Christian faith. Usually the 

crosses which we see in churches or worn as jewellery are beautifully crafted and lovely 

to behold. But the real cross was nothing like that. It was almost certainly rough, chunky 

and ugly. 

To be crucified on the cross was one of the cruellest forms of execution. The victim is 

first whipped using leather thongs with pieces of metal and bones attached to cut into 

the flesh. This turns the criminal’s body literally into a bloody mess. He is then forced to 

carry the heavy crossbar of the cross all the way to the place of crucifixion. Finally, after 

his hands and feet have been nailed to the cross, he is left there hanging naked for 

hours or even days to bleed to death. That was what they did to our Lord on Good 

Friday 2000 years ago! 



Why did Jesus have to die? The answer is found in the Bible. Jesus himself said: “The Son 

of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” 

(Mark 10:45). A ransom? For what? Because we have rebelled against God and broken 

His laws, we bring upon ourselves the just punishment for sin which is spiritual death. To 

die spiritually means to be separated from God, from all that is good and worthwhile in 

this life and the next. This is what the Bible calls hell. 

But God in His goodness sent His Son Jesus to die for us in our place. He is the ransom, 

the price paid for our redemption from the penalty for sin. “For God so love the world 

that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16). Those who accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord have now 

been set free from the punishment for sin and given the gift of eternal life. As Paul put 

it, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

But doesn’t all this sound very strange, like some old-fashioned superstitions from 

another world? After all, isn’t God a kind and loving Father, like Santa Claus who always 

have loads of goodies for us? Why talk about a God who punishes men and women for 

sin? 

Well, the truth is that such thinking is faulty and foolish. Don’t forget that we live in a 

moral universe and we have to accept the consequences of our choices. E.g. Because of 

the coronavirus pandemic, the government has ruled that we should not leave our 

homes without good reason. The purpose is to reduce the infection which is killing lots 

of people. But if you disobey the law, get arrested and fined, you would be silly to say 

that the government is not kind and caring! It is clear that you brought this punishment 

upon yourself. Just note the tens of thousands of people dying from the coronavirus and 

we realise that the government is right to enforce the stay-home ruling. 

The problem with sinful human beings is that we only want a God who gives us goodies 

all the time and allows us to do whatever we want, including breaking all the moral rules 

that He gave us for our good and for the wellbeing of the world. Yet we know that if we 

break His laws it will result in judgment and spiritual death. To die spiritually means to 

be separated from God who alone is the source of everything good. And if we choose to 

disobey God, we will end up … well, in hell. But it is our own choice that takes us there. 

We live in an age where most people no longer have a sense of the fear of God. We 

need to be reminded again and again that when we die we will meet God in judgment, 

and both heaven and hell are real. 



There is a little book written by the late American cardiologist, Dr. Maurice Rawlings 

(Beyond Death’s Door, 1978), who at one time had been the personal physician to some 

of the highest-ranking officers in the Pentagon. As an adult, he had dumped his Sunday 

School faith and no longer believed in God. But what happened was that some of his 

patients whom he had resuscitated after heart attacks literally “frightened the hell” out 

of him. 

They had survived near death experiences and had “seen” something of what “hell” was 

like. He had carefully checked their clinical death and resuscitation experiences, and 

found that everyone who went through the encounter with “hell” ended up living as 

devoted Christians for the rest of their lives. Their stories actually brought him back to 

faith in Christ! (His books are available at Book Depository, and have also been made 

into films which are available on YouTube under his name.) 

Today we remember Jesus’ death for us on Good Friday and give thanks to God for His 

gift of eternal life! As John 3:16 puts it, “For God so love the world that he gave his only 

Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” You can now 

understand why the cross stands at the heart of Christianity and why Good Friday is so 

fundamental! On the cross Christ paid the ransom for us, taking upon himself the 

penalty for sin, so that we do not have to spend eternity separated from God, but with 

Him instead. 

But it does not stop there! How then are we to live today in light of the cross? Paul 

reflecting on this, writes: “For the love of Christ constrains us, because … he died for all, 

that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 

died and was raised” (2 Cor 5:15). May we be so constrained by the love of God in Christ 

that we will live our lives fully for Him, not just in eternity but in the here and now also! 

 

(Sermon by Bishop Emeritus Dr Hwa Yung, retired Bishop of the Methodist Church in 

Malaysia) 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (to be said together unhurriedly) 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic (i.e. universal) and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

(For information only: The Nicene Creed is the historic statement of belief of the Christian faith devised 
by the Council of Nicaea, convened in A.D. 325 by the Emperor Constantine in the city of Nicaea, located 
in what is now northwest Turkey. The Creed was revised in 381 by the Council of Constantinople. The 
Nicene Creed set forth the key affirmations concerning the Christian faith and served as a guide in 
combating heretical or false teaching. Following the Apostles' Creed, it is the second oldest creed of the 
Christian faith.) 

 



Hymn of Assurance (or any other hymn/songs known to the family) 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come; 

‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

and mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil 

a life of joy and peace. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we first begun.  

Closing Prayer (in unison) 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for all the benefits You won for us and for all the pains and 

insults You bore for us. Merciful Lord, we pray that we may truly live for You for the glory 

and honour of Your name. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 



 

Memorize: 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”         (John 3:16, ESV) 

 

                            End of bulletin 


	The Nicene Creed

