
Worship at Home 

March 29, 2020 

Opening Prayer (in unison) 

Lord Jesus Christ, we know You love us and have given Your life for us. Please help us 

to stay in Your love. Help us more and more to read and understand Your word at 

home, so that we may love Your word more. Help us to learn of You. Bless us and our 

time together as we gather in our home to worship You. Thank you for our home and 

every member of our family. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (or any other hymn/song known to the family can be sung; and a 

few more hymn/songs as the family may choose to sing) 

O worship the King, all glorious above,  
O gratefully sing God's power and God's love;  
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,  
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.  
 
O tell of God's might, O sing of God's grace,  
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,  
Whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,  
And dark is God's path on the wings of the storm.  
 
The earth with its store of wonders untold,  
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old;  
Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,  
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.  
 
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?  
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;  
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,  
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.  
 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,  
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail;  
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,  
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 
 

 



Intercession (each person can be encouraged to say a prayer based on the items below 

or one person could be assigned to pray all the items below) 

 

1. For everyone who is worshipping GOD at home this Sunday. Pray that everyone will 

encounter God in their worship and share the love of God with one another. 

 

2. The people will take seriously the Movement Control Order (MCO) and STAY AT HOME. 

Remember the medical and security personnel as they are some of the front-liners in  the 

fight against Covid-19. 

 

3. Those who are lacking in food and financial resources at a time like this; that help will 

reach them through us and others.  

 

4. Any other prayers the family wishes to bring to God. 

 

End the intercession with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of Preparation (or any other hymn/song) 

 

Majesty 

Worship His Majesty 

Unto Jesus 

Be all glory power and praise 

Majesty 

Kingdom authority 

Flows from His throne 

Unto His own 

His anthem raise 

 

So exalt 

Lift up on high 

The name of Jesus 

Magnify 

Come glorify 

Christ Jesus the King 

 

Majesty 

Worship His Majesty 

Jesus who died 

Now glorified 

King of all kings  

 

Reading of the Bible (read aloud together by all present or one verse per person) 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (English Standard Version) 

1 For everything there is a season,  

   and a time for every matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 

  a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

  a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 



  a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

  a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

  a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

  a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

  a time for war, and a time for peace. 

Sermon (to be read aloud by one person) 

A sharing by Ajith Fernando, After the Hurricane © RBC Ministries. Used with permission.  

When cities, or even nations, experience calamity, Christians must look to the Bible for 

strength and guidance and reach out with the love of Christ to people who are suffering.  

A time to Mourn 

The Bible says that there is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 

time to dance” (Eccl. 3:4). The time in the wake of disaster is certainly a time to weep and 

mourn. There are important sections in the Bible called laments where God’s faithful 

people grieve over what they are experiencing and ask God why He allowed such a thing 

to happen to them. Some of the laments are by individuals who have suffered. Others are 

by people who love their nation and mourn over its suffering. There is an entire book of 

the Bible, Lamentations, devoted to mourning for the sufferings of a nation. We must look 

to the Bible for strength and guidance.  

Jeremiah cried, “Oh, that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I 

might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” (Jer. 9:1). He 

wanted to weep because of the pain in his soul. Jeremiah’s words following that 

statement show that the weeping would help bring healing to his soul. As we struggle 

with pain over our family, community, or nation, expressing our sorrow will help release 

the pressure and make us more useful to those around us.  

This is what happened to Nehemiah. When he heard about the sorry state that Jerusalem 

was in, he wept, mourned, fasted, and prayed for days until the king noticed that his face 

showed the signs of deep sorrow. But after the period of mourning was over, he got down 

to action and became a national hero whose brilliant leadership style is a great example 

and is still used almost 2,500 years later. 



In the Bible, we find several ways that people express their mourning, like fasting (2 Sam. 

1:12) and putting on sackcloth (Gen. 37:34; 2 Sam. 3:31) and ashes (Est. 4:1-3; Jer. 6:26; 

25:34). We need to find ways to express mourning that fit our own culture. Certainly, 

fasting and praying for a family, church, community, or nation is most desired in times of 

tragedy. In Sri Lanka after the tsunami, people hoisted white flags as a sign of mourning. 

Every culture has its own distinct expressions of sorrow. When Dorcas died and Peter 

went to her house, “All the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and 

garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them” (Acts 9:39). This type of scene 

is very common in Scripture.  

We need to think seriously about how we can bring culturally appropriate expressions of 

mourning into our churches that are in line with the biblical understanding of lament. 

Grappling with God’s Sovereignty 

Asking why a terrible thing happened is one aspect of a biblical lament. The Bible 

encourages us to grapple with this question by giving examples of great saints who did 

this, like Job, Jeremiah, and the psalmists. Job struggled a long time to make sense of what 

was happening around him. Usually at the end of a time of grappling, God’s people affirm 

that because God is sovereign and knows what is happening, the wisest thing is to keep 

trusting Him. We see this often in the Psalms (e.g., Ps. 73).  

Believing in God’s sovereignty at a time of tragedy helps us to avoid hopelessness amid 

the struggle. We must rely on God’s promise that even out of terrible tragedy He will bring 

something good to those who love Him (Rom. 8:28). This perspective of God’s sovereignty 

may not come right away. Sometimes it’s necessary for us to wrestle with God over this. 

Prayer and meditation on His Word really help at such times (Ps. 27). We may be busy 

recovering from the disaster or serving those who have been adversely affected by it. But 

we must find time to spend with God and His Word.  

This is why God’s people must always continue worshiping Him, regardless of how serious 

the situation may be. When we worship, we focus on those eternal realities that remind 

us of God’s sovereignty. The exposure to these truths helps drive away the gloom that 

engulfs us and gives us the strength to trust God to look after us. Having been comforted 

by God and His Word, we then have the strength to launch into sacrificially serving others 

who are suffering. 

A sharing by Ajith Fernando, After the Hurricane © RBC Ministries. Used with permission.  

 

 



Hymn of Assurance (or any other hymn/songs known to the family) 

Be not dismayed whate'er betide,  

God will take care of you! 

Beneath His wings of love abide,  

God will take care of you!  

 

God will take care of you,  

Through every day o'er all the way;  

He will take care of you;  

God will take care of you!  

 

Through days of toil when heart doth fail,  

God will take care of you!  

When dangers fierce your path assail,  

God will take care of you!  

 

All you may need He will provide,  

God will take care of you! 

Trust Him, and you-will be satisfied,  

God will take care of you!  

 

Lonely and sad, from friends apart,  

God will take care of you! 

He will give peace to your aching heart,  

God will take care of you!  

 

No matter what may be the test,  

God will take care of you! 

Lean, weary one, upon HIS breast,  

God will take care of you! 

 

Closing Prayer (in unison) 

Although we have not been able to go to our usual place of worship, Our Father, we give 

You thanks for the freedom to worship You at home. We thank You for the Bible through 

which Your Holy Spirit speaks to us. Christ our Saviour, please come to dwell within each 



and every one of us gathered here today, that we may look forward to the rest of our 

time together with the light of Your hope in our lives. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

At another time in the week the family might want to discuss the questions below which 

is based on the Bible reading and sermon today: 

1. How should we express our mourning at present? 

2. How does worship help during times of distress and disaster?    

3. What are the ways in which we can help those in need now – not just the sick but 

also the caregivers? 

Memorize: 

“I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!”  

                    Psalm 27:13 (ESV) 

 

                            End of bulletin 


