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The Rothkoff Law Group is beginning
our 20th year advocating for seniors

and those with disabilities. When I first
entered the field of elder law, I cannot say
I had a particular fondness for the elderly.
Rather, nearly twenty years ago, I envisioned
elder law as a means to make a living in an
area of law that would likely grow well into
the future. Did I initially envision our prac-
tice including five geriatric social workers,
receiving regional awards for health care
advocacy, or bringing an expert on dementia
care in the Netherlands to the U.S. to speak
at our Elder Care Symposiums attended by
over 500 health care professionals? There
answer is no. However, what initially began
as a means to support my growing family,
has blossomed into my professional passion.
I knew twenty years ago there was some-
thing about this field of elder law that would
fulfill me in ways which I never could
have imagined. As such, I became an
“unintentional advocate.”

In the Rothkoff Quarterly these past
twenty years, I have attempted to chronicle
my experiences helping families navigate
the legal, financial and care issues associated
with the aging process. I have recently
published a book fittingly titled, The
Unintentional Advocate, in which I have
chronicled my journey as an elder care attor-
ney, the many lessons learned and the people
I have met during this twenty year journey.

I was recently asked if I have accom-
plished all of my professional goals related

to advocacy for seniors.
In some ways yes, in other ways, we have
much more work to do. I realized relatively
early into my elder law career that the law in
isolation was not sufficient to help families
navigate the long-term care process. Clients
and their caregivers were coming to our
office with typically more pressing issues
than simply “protecting the money.” Issues
such as how to convince dad to leave the
home to keep him safe, how to best take
away dad’s car keys, and how therapy can be
maximized under health insurance coverage.
I am very proud, as a result of our health
care advocacy via our geriatric social work-
ers, we have been able to improve the deliv-
ery of legal services for seniors in both
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

However, I recently saw an online adver-
tisement for a long-term care billing and com-
pliance company with an ad headline, “cut
costs, boost profits.” Where does providing
quality care factor into the equation? There
are many wonderful long-term care communi-
ties in our area with very caring staff and ded-
icated management. Still, we have a great deal

(Continued on page two)
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Rothkoff PACaregiverAward

Rothkoff LawGroup’s
ClientAppreciation Event

Rothkoff Law Group
announced the 2018
Pennsylvania Caregiver
Award winner at its
inaugural PA Elder Care
Symposium on October 25,
2018. Caregiver profession-
als throughout Southeastern
Pennsylvania had the
opportunity to nominate an
outstanding caregiver in
their community who offers
exceptional service to an
elderly person. The selection process was difficult with many
heartfelt nominations of worthy caregivers. We congratulate

Elizabeth Osei of
Allegria at the Oaks as
the 2018 PA Caregiver
Award winner. We fur-
ther offer Elizabeth our
best wishes because she
was unable to accept her
award in person due to
giving birth to a healthy
baby the same day! We
appreciate all of the
support and the valuable
participation of our

speakers, sponsors, and attendees. We look forward to
seeing you our 2019 NJ and PA Elder Care Symposiums.

Rothkoff Client Appreciation event at Franklin Institute

Jerry Rothkoff and Eloy van Hal with caregiver award winners

Thank you to all our clients and
their families who attended our
Client Appreciation Event at the
Franklin Institute in Philadelphia on
Sunday, December 1, 2018. It was so
wonderful to see everyone enjoying
themselves with their families.
While in the special Viking exhibit,

one of our clients was with his wife
who was in a wheelchair, and they
were asked if they were enjoying
themselves. With tears in his eyes,
the husband responded, “You have
no idea, this gave us a reason to
get off the couch and out of the
house today.”

(Continued from page one)

The Unintentional
Advocate

of work to do to improve seniors’ living
conditions and provide better access to
quality healthcare.

During the past twenty years, I hope
the Rothkoff Law Group has made a dif-
ference in improving the lives of those
we are charged to advocate for. I want to
thank our dedicated elder care law team
for their commitment to improving the
lives of seniors, those with disabilities,
and their loved ones. I also want to thank
all of our clients and families that have
put their trust in the Rothkoff Law Group.

I started my career as an Elder Law
Attorney. The addition of healthcare
advocacy in 2006 has allowed our Elder
Law firm to transition from traditional
elder law to an Elder “Care” Law firm.
I have become an Elder Care attorney,
a title I wear very proudly. The
Unintentional Advocate chronicles my
journey from an elder law attorney to
an elder care law attorney. The journey
will continue.
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2019 Elder LawNumbers

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
has released the new Medicare premiums, deductibles, and
co-payments for 2019:

Also, note that individuals with annual incomes over
$85,000 and married couples with annual incomes over
$170,000 will pay a higher Medicare Part B premium,
with a minimum monthly premium of $189.60.

Rothkoff Law Group is proud to announce that Jerold E. Rothkoff and
Bryan J. Adler were named as “Awesome Attorneys” for elder law by
South Jersey Magazine in their December 2018 edition.

Additionally, Jerry Rothkoff has been named a 2019 “Super Lawyer”
in elder law by Super Lawyer Magazine for the ninth consecutive year,
and Bryan Adler has been named a
2019 “Rising Star Super Lawyer”
for the 2nd consecutive year.
The Super Lawyer designation
is given to only 5% of lawyers
in the United States.

Rothkoff Law Receives
Elder LawAwards

The success of our firm is a
direct reflection of our clients
and the referral sources who
have supported us. Therefore,
we actively welcome your
referrals as well as your input
regarding the contents of
this newsletter. We also
welcome comments on the
quality of legal services our
offices provide.

THE ROTHKOFF
QUARTERLY

Published for clients
and friends of

ROTHKOFF LAW GROUP

2019 Medicare Numbers 2019 Medicaid Numbers

2019 VA Aid and Attendance

CMS has also released the 2019 guidelines for how much
spouses of institutionalized Medicaid recipients may keep.

Basic Part B premium:..............................$135.50/month
(was $134.00 in 2018)

Part B deductible: .......................................................$185
($183.00 in 2018)

Part A deductible:.....................................................$1,364
(was $1,340 in 2018)

Co-payment for hospital stay days 61-90:..........$341/day
(was $335 in 2018);
Co-payment for hospital stay days 91-150:........$682/day
(was $670 in 2018)

All costs for each day beyond 150 days

Skilled nursing facility co-payment,
days 21-100: ...................................................$170.50/day
(was $167.50 in 2018)

Single Veteran .................................................$1,881/mo.
Married Veteran...............................................$2,230/mo.
Widowed Spouse.............................................$1,209/mo.

Maximum Community Spouse Resource
Allowance: .................$126,420 (was $123,600 in 2018)
Minimum Community Spouse Resource
Allowance: .....................$25,284 (was $24,720 in 2018)
Maximum Monthly Maintenance Needs
Allowance: ....................$3,160.50 (was $3,090 in 2018)
Minimum Monthly Maintenance Needs
Allowance: ......................$2,057.50 (thru June 30, 2019)
Medicaid Waiver Benefits Income
Cap: ............$2,313.00 per month (was $2,250 in 2018)
Pennsylvania Medicaid penalty
divisor:...............$10,043.28 ($330.19/day), as of 1/1/18
New Jersey Medicaid penalty
divisor:.....................................$343.85/day, since 4/1/18
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All information presented is general and does not constitute legal advice. Please do not act upon this information without consulting an attorney. Anyone facing a legal issue discussed in
this publication is advised to seek legal advice from a competent professional.

About the Firm: Announcements
Attended
On November 15-17, Rothkoff Law attorneys Jerry Rothkoff,
Bryan Adler, Roxanne Crowley and Melanie Kaplan attended the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) Summit in
Chicago. Jerry Rothkoff was a featured presenter at the national
conference on “Building an Elder Law Practice.”

Presentations and Seminars
On November 6, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter on
“The Ethics of Medicaid Planning” at a CEU sponsored by
Abramson Center in Horsham, PA.

On November 12, 2018 Jerry Rothkoff was a featured presenter
to members of the public at Brightview Mt. Laurel on Veterans
benefits.

On November 12, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter on
“Recent VA Law Changes,” at Brandywine Dresher, PA.

On November 13, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter for
resident and general public at Juniper Village in Bensalem, PA on
Veterans benefits.

On November 27, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter at
the Program Directors of the Southeastern PAAdult Day Centers
quarterly meeting in Philadelphia, PA.

On November 28, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter
on “Ethical Dilemmas in Elder Care” at a CEU dinner
sponsored by The Hearth at Drexel in Bala Cynwyd, PA.
On November 28, 2018, Roxanne Crowley was a featured
presenter on “Aging Parents Caring for Children with
Disabilities” at Friends Village in Newtown, PA.
On December 5, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter
to the Case Management Department of Temple University
Hospital on “Nursing Home Laws and Regulations Affecting
You” sponsored by Laurel Square and Brookside.
On December 6, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter on
“Crisis Planning: My Spouse is Going into the Nursing Home” at
a CEU dinner sponsored by Presbyterian Village in Broomall, PA.
On December 12, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter on
“Capacity, Competency, and Ethical Interventions” at a CEU
dinner sponsored by Saunders House, Wynnewood, PA.
On December 13, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter
on “The Future of Dementia Care” at a CEU sponsored by
Blue Bell Place Watermark, in Blue Bell, PA.
On January 8, 2019 Jerry Rothkoff provided an in-service to
the staff at CareOne Harmony Village on Medicaid eligibility
issues in NJ.

Connect on Social Media...


