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Our elder care office motto is to get
the best care, then figure out how to

pay for care without going broke. We have
four excellent elder care law attorneys at
Rothkoff Law Group. However, I am most
proud of our
ability to
help families
navigate the
complicated
road of
long-term
care through
our five
geriatric
social work-
ers we refer
to as elder
care coordinators (ECC). Our ECCs allow
us to progress from an elder law firm to a
health care advocacy law firm, which we
refer to as Life Care Planning. Our firm’s
ability to engage in Life Care Planning
allows our clients to receive quality care in
the least restrictive environment.
Across the country, residents of nursing

homes and other long-term care facilities
along with family members, ombudsmen,
citizen advocates, facility staff and others
will honor the individual rights of long-
term care residents by celebrating
Residents’ Rights Month. Residents’ Rights
Month is an annual event held in October

by the National Consumer Voice for
Quality Long-Term to celebrate and focus
on awareness of dignity, respect and the
value of long-term care residents.
The Nursing Home Reform Law, passed

in 1987 and
updated in
2016,
guarantees
nursing
home
residents
their indi-
vidual
rights,
including
but not
limited to:

individualized care, respect, dignity, the
right to visitation, the right to privacy, the
right to complain, and the right to make
independent choices. Residents who have
made their home in other types of facilities,
including nursing homes, assisted living
centers, adult care homes, and other long-
term care facilities, maintain their rights as
U.S. Citizens. Residents’ Rights Month
raises awareness about these rights and
pays tribute to the unique contributions of
long-term residents.
The goal of Life Care Planning is to

give the family a powerful advocate to
ensure that a loved one’s rights are being

Health CareAdvocacy Is At
The Heart Of What We Do
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Be Prepared forMedicare’s
Annual Enrollment Period

Health Care Advocacy Is At The Heart Of What We Do
protected. The ultimate goal is to
empower residents with individualized
care that is focused on each person’s
needs and preferences. We attempt
to protect assets in the right circum-
stances. However, we want to first
ensure the client receives the
best care possible.
How does a Life Care Planning

Law Firm help families protect the
rights of nursing home and assisted
living residents? Elder Care
Coordinators serve as a sounding
board, coach, educator, and interme-
diary for family caregivers, helping
them to resolve concerns. Our ECCs
attend care meetings at the nursing
home to help families better under-
stand their loved one’s situation and
help address any concerns or questions
family members have.

They educate the family caregivers
on how to be an advocate for their
loved one including attending care
plan meetings, following the chain of
command in each facility, getting to
know the caregivers, etc. Our ECCs
remind caregivers that if they have any
questions or if they feel that after
advocating for their parents they need
some additional support from the care
coordinator, they are to contact us.
Janie DeLeon Male, our Director

of Care Coordination, has been with
our elder care firm for almost thirteen
years. Over the years, she has helped
hundreds of family caregivers advo-
cate for the rights of their loved ones
who are living in nursing homes. One
of the most common issues she deals
with happens when the nursing home
wants to move a resident to a different

room because it may be more conven-
ient for the facility, not because it’s
what is best for the resident. Janie
informs the facility that the law states
that residents have the right to know
why they are being moved and have
the right to give input into whether
they want to be moved. A move is not
automatic just because the facility
wants it to happen.
It is important to remember that

the nursing home is your loved one’s
home. It is not the nursing home’s role
to control them.
Health care advocacy has allowed

our Elder Care Law firm to truly make
a difference for the betterment of those
we represent. I started my career as an
elder law attorney. I have now become
an elder care attorney. That is a title I
wear very proudly.

The Medicare Open Enrollment Period for 2019 has
arrived. Throughout the year, Medicare has different
enrollment periods. The Open Enrollment Period, or OEP,
is the timeframe during which Medicare beneficiaries
(people with Medicare) can make changes to their
Medicare plans.
This year’s OEP will take place October 15 through

December 7, 2018. Any changes you make to your
Medicare plan during this period go into effect on
January 1, 2019.
During OEP, you can…
• Switch from Original Medicare (Medicare Parts A and
B) to a Medicare Advantage (Medicare Part C) plan.
• Switch from a Medicare Advantage plan back to
Original Medicare.
• Switch from one Medicare Advantage plan to another.
This might involve switching from a plan without

Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage to one
that has it, or vice-versa.
• Make changes to your Medicare Part D prescription
drug plan:

• Join a Part D plan.
• Switch from one Part D plan to another one.
• Drop your Part D plan altogether.

Note: Medicare Supplement Insurance plans are an
exception. You can join one at any time during the year,
not just during OEP.
Once the Medicare Open Enrollment Period closes on

December 7, 2018, you cannot make any changes to your
Medicare plan until the following year. There are some
exceptions, such as if you move out of the area served by
your plan. But for most people on Medicare, the OEP is
the only time when you can make a change.
Please note if the Medicare coverage you have now is

(Continued on page three)
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Donna Daciuk Joins Rothkoff LawGroup as
Pennsylvania Outreach Coordinator

The success of our firm is a direct reflection of our clients and the referral sources who have supported us. Therefore, we actively
welcome your referrals as well as your input regarding the contents of this newsletter. We also welcome comments on the quality
of legal services our offices provide.

THE ROTHKOFF QUARTERLY – Published for clients and friends of ROTHKOFF LAW GROUP

We are pleased to announce that Donna Daciuk has joined Rothkoff Law Group as
our Pennsylvania Outreach Coordinator. Donna comes to our Elder Care Law office
with almost two decades experience in long-term care sales and marketing. She began
her career at Manor Care in 2000 as a Director of Admissions where she was able to
increase admissions by 50% and maintain a 97% occupancy to capacity over her
5+ year career. Donna joined Sunrise Senior Living in 2006 in the role of Director of
Sales where she had the opportunity to work directly with professionals and families to
help guide them though the difficult and challenging process of senior living options.
One of Donna’s passions is supporting the Alzheimer’s Association. She has been a

support group facilitator for many years, and has organized the annual Alzheimer’s
Walk team in Philadelphia for her Sunrise marketing team.
Donna resides in Bucks County, PA with her husband, Steve and her two grown

children, Stephen and Michelle. She spends her free time supporting her hometown
sports teams, the Eagles and Phillies. She also loves to travel and cruise the world.

In order to better serve our client and
families in the Western Philadelphia
suburbs, we are pleased to announce the
opening of our Radnor, PA office. We are
scheduling appointments at this new
location effective September 15, 2018.
The Radnor office is 150 N. Radnor
Chester Road, Suite F-200, Radnor, PA
19087. Please call (610) 710-4220 to
schedule an appointment at this new
office location.

Opening of Our
Radnor, PAOffice

(Continued from page two)Be Prepared for Medicare’s Annual Enrollment Period
working for you, and your plan(s) is offered for 2019, then
you can keep your coverage as it is. However, because this
time comes but once a year, it’s a good idea to evaluate

your coverage during Open Enrollment Period every year.
That way, you will know if you already have the best cover-
age options for you, or if you need to make some changes.
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All information presented is general and does not constitute legal advice. Please do not act upon this information without consulting an attorney. Anyone facing a legal issue discussed in
this publication is advised to seek legal advice from a competent professional.

About the Firm: Announcements
Attended
9 members of the Rothkoff team attended the annual
Pennsylvania Elder Law Institute in Harrisburg, PA on
July 19-20. Bryan Adler, CELA was a featured Institute
presenter on “Elder Care Planning in PA and NJ.”

Presentations and Seminars
On July 12, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter on
“The Future of Dementia Care" at a CEU sponsored by
Springfield Senior Living in Wyndmoor, PA.
On July 25, 2018, Bryan Adler presented to consumers at
The Villages at Pine Valley on long-term care planning in
Philadelphia, PA.
On July 26, 2018, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter to the
care management department of Abington Hospital in Abington,
PA on “Capacity Competency and Ethical Interventions.”
On August 1, 2018 Bryan Adler was a featured presenter at
Holy Redeemer Hospital in Meadowbrook, PA on
“Elder Orphans: Helping ThemAge in Place.”
On August 8, 2018, Bryan Adler presented to consumers at
Wesley Enhanced Living at Stapeley in Philadelphia on
“The LTC Funding Crisis.”
On August 9, 2018, Bryan Adler presented to consumers on
“Veterans Benefits to Fund Long-Term Care” at Kyffin Grove
in Ambler, PA.

On August 22, 2018 Jerry Rothkoff was a featured presenter to
members of the public at CareOne Moorestown, NJ on “Estate
Planning Checkup.”
On August 23, 2018, Jerry Rothkoff presented to residents of
the Weston Club in Marlton, NJ on “Documents Needed to
Avoid Crisis.”
On September 6, 2018, Bryan Adler presented to the Care
Management Department at Nazareth Hospital in Philadelphia
on “NJ and PA: Elder Law Across State Lines.”
On September 20, 2018, Bryan Adler presented a CEU seminar
to elder care professionals on guardianships at a seminar
sponsored by Comfort Keepers, Hamilton, NJ.
On October 2, 2018, Jerry Rothkoff was a featured presenter on
“Aging Parents Caring for Children with Disabilities” in Cherry
Hill, NJ at a presentation sponsored by Senior Helpers.
On October 11, 2018, Bryan Adler presented a CEU seminar on
“Ethical Dilemmas in Elder Care” at Artis Princeton Junction,
NJ.
On October 17, 2018, Bryan Adler presented a CEU seminar on
“The Ethics of End of Life Care” at Holy Redeemer Lafayette in
Philadelphia.
On October 17, 2018, Jerry Rothkoff was a featured presenter on
“Estate Planning Checkup” at Miracle Ear in Turnersville, NJ.

Connect on Social Media...


