THE ROTHKOFF
QUARTERLY
Fall 2017

We Need to Do Better

Reach Us At:
Cherry Hill, NJ
425 Route 70 West
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
856.616.2923
Turnersville, NJ
215 Fries Mill Road
Turnersville, NJ 08012
856.616.2923
Hamilton, NJ
1542 Kuser Road, Suite B-1
Hamilton, NJ 08619
609-807-3300
Philadelphia
1617 JFK Boulevard
Suite 1150
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215.546.5800
Northeast Phila./Lower
Bucks County
Five Neshaminy Interplex
Suite 201
Trevose, PA 19053
215.546.5800

Web Site:
www.rothkofflaw.com
e-mail:
info@rothkofflaw.com
Fax:
856.616.2991
Toll Free:
877.475.1101

L

By Jerold E. Rothkoff

“A nation’s greatness is measured by how it treats its weakest members.”

Mahatma Ghandi

Ghandi and do better to protect the most
ike many of you, I was left without
vulnerable.
words learning about the death of eight
We currently employ, as part of our elder
helpless nursing home residents in Florida in
care law team, five geriatric social workers.
the wake of Hurricane Irma. It was a tragic
Our goal is to enhance the lives of seniors
and sad event. It is a reminder of the vulnerawe represent and engage in health care
bility of long-term care residents and older
advocacy for our clients in any type of
adults needing care and services in their own
housing setting. We alone cannot prevent a
homes. This tragic situation provides a hard
tragedy like what occurred in Florida from
lesson about what it means to be prepared for
happening again. However, we have to
an emergency, and the need to monitor the
start somewhere.
adequacy of those plans.
In April and October 2018,
However, I believe it provides
our elder care law office will
an even greater lesson for all of
be hosting full day elder care
us. We know that elders are particsymposiums in both New
ularly susceptible to dehydration
Jersey and Pennsylvania for
and heat, and therefore vulnerable
elder care professionals. The
in times of natural disasters like
keynote speaker for both symHurricane Irma. Therefore, this
posiums will be Eloy van Hal,
tragic situation was foreseeable.
a co-founder of the Dementia
Florida, federal, and local
Village in the Netherlands.
officials are investigating this
Mr. van Hal’s topic will be
terrible tragedy. The Florida
Eloy van Hal, co-creator
Dealing with Dementia: Can
nursing home disaster could have
of Dementia Village
the Dementia Village Model
happened almost anywhere.
work in the U.S.? The Dementia Village
There has or will be lawsuits filed, with
concept is based upon improving the quality
government officials blaming the nursing
of life for elderly people with an advanced
home and nursing home officials stating they
stage of dementia by de-institutionalizing,
attempted to ask government officials and
normalizing, and challenging and improving
the power company for help. Regardless, I
existing models and regulations.
believe one thing is clear – everyone failed
There is an urgent need to reassess standards
these vulnerable nursing home residents.
and procedures for both prevention and
We as a society have a responsibility to
response to emergencies. The lesson learned
take care of our most vulnerable citizens.
from the tragedy in Florida should not be
Unfortunately, after Hurricane Irma, society
that one nursing home is held to account for
failed the nursing home residents. We must
stand true to the above words by Mahatma
(Continued on page two)
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An Appreciation of Our Dedicated Team
by Jerold E. Rothkoff

Ten members of our dedicated team, all wearing purple in in support of
World Alzheimer’s Day on September 21.

Those of you who know us well
recognize that we keep a hectic pace
throughout the day. We advocate
for our clients, work with outside
professionals, and build a great elder
care law team. Twelve hour days
fly by and then it’s time to share
experiences with family and friends.
Our philosophy is to attempt to
enhance the lives of the seniors and
those with disabilities we represent.
I want to thank our entire team for all
they do to reach our goal.
I have been managing an elder care
law firm for over 18 years. I am very
proud of the team we have assembled.

We Need to Do Better

Passion, compassion, work ethic,
camaraderie, support, excellence. Fill
in the blanks – they have it all. Every
single team member is devoted to his
or her area of expertise and it shows. It
is rare that a prospective client doesn’t
sing the praises of a team member.
Later, when the client is in the midst of
our process, the accolades continue: “I
can't thank you enough for everything
you have done. We never would have
accomplished the plan with everything
else that is going on with mom.”
I am not going to say it was easy
because there is no way to minimize
what our team does. It helps that every

(Continued from page one)

failing to protect its residents, or that one state takes steps
to ensure that longstanding, basic resident protections are
implemented for that state’s nursing home residents.

team member is dedicated to the
mission. Are there moments of
overwhelming stress? Most definitely.
Are we heartbroken that a client we
have worked with for several years
passes away? Absolutely.
We work hard to accomplish our
goal of advocating for seniors and
those with disabilities. We know that
teamwork is the key. The past 18 years
have been incredible. As any business
owner knows, keeping great people
is imperative. I am thankful each
and every day to surround myself
with this great group of leaders in
our industry.

There is an even greater urgent need to reassess our country’s
priorities, and chart a positive course for taking care of our
seniors and those with disabilities over the next many years.

Be Prepared for Medicare’s Annual
Enrollment Period

The Medicare Open Enrollment
Period for 2018 has arrived.
Throughout the year, Medicare has
different enrollment periods. The
Open Enrollment Period, or OEP,
is the timeframe during which
Medicare beneficiaries (people with
Medicare) can make changes to their
Medicare plans.

This year’s OEP will take place
November 1, 2017 through December 7,
2017. Any changes you make to your
Medicare plan during this period go
into effect on January 1, 2018.
During OEP, you can…

• Switch from Original Medicare
(Medicare Parts A and B) to a
Medicare Advantage (Medicare
Part C) plan.

• Switch from a Medicare Advantage
plan back to Original Medicare.

• Switch from one Medicare
Advantage plan to another. This
might involve switching from a
plan without Medicare Part D
prescription drug coverage to one
that has it, or vice-versa.

• Make changes to your Medicare
Part D prescription drug plan:
- Join a Part D plan.
- Switch from one Part D plan
to another one.
- Drop your Part D plan
altogether.

Note: Medicare Supplement
Insurance plans are an exception.
You can join one at any time during
the year, not just during OEP.

Rothkoff Law Group Proudly
Announces Opening of Office
in Mercer County, NJ

Rothkoff Law Group is proud to announce the opening of our Mercer
County, NJ office. We opened this new office to serve the elder care law
needs of those in Northern Burlington County, Mercer County, and all of
Central New Jersey. The Mercer County office is our third New Jersey
office, in addition to Cherry Hill and Turnersville, and our Pennsylvania
offices. We are proud to expand our reach and look forward to serving you
in Mercer County. The Mercer County office is located at:

Center City Office Park
1542 Kuser Road, Suite B-1
Hamilton, NJ 08619
(609) 807-3300
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Once the Medicare Open Enrollment
Period closes on December 7, 2017,
you cannot make any changes to your
Medicare plan until the following year.
There are some exceptions, such as if
you move out of the area served by
your plan. But for most people on
Medicare, the OEP is the only time
when you can make a change.

Please note if the Medicare coverage
you have now is working for you, and
your plan(s) is offered for 2018, then
you can keep your coverage as it is.
However, because this time comes but
once a year, it’s a good idea to evaluate
your coverage during Open Enrollment
Period every year. That way, you will
know if you already have the best
coverage options for you, or if you
need to make some changes.
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Published for clients
and friends of
ROTHKOFF LAW GROUP
The success of our firm
is a direct reflection of our
clients and the referral sources
who have supported us.
Therefore, we actively
welcome your referrals as well
as your input regarding the
contents of this newsletter.

We also welcome comments
on the quality of legal services
our offices provide.

425 Route 70 West
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

Scan to join our monthly e-newsletter.

Connect on Social Media...

About the Firm: Announcements
Presentations and Seminars

On August 29, 2017 Jerry Rothkoff presented at an in-service for Personally Yours in Cherry Hill, NJ.
On September 7, 2017 Bryan Adler was a featured presenter at The Hearth at Drexel on
“Modern Family” in Bala Cynwyd, PA.

On September 14, 2017, Bryan Adler was a featured speaker at DeVry University in
Fort Washington, PA on “Ethical Dilemmas in Elder Care” at a seminar sponsored by Visiting Angels.

On September 19, 2017, Jerry Rothkoff was a featured presenter at Powerback Rehabilitation,
Moorestown, NJ on “Ethics of End of Life Care.”

On September 27, 2017, Jerry Rothkoff presented on “Elder Law Hot Topics” at a senior fair
in Pitman, NJ.

On October 11, 2017, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter to residents at Abramson Medical Center
in Bryn Mawr, PA.

On October 19, 2017, Bryan Adler was a featured presenter at Crossroads Hospice in
Plymouth Meeting, PA on “Capacity Competency and Ethical Interventions.”

All information presented is general and does not constitute legal advice. Please do not act upon this information without consulting an attorney. Anyone facing a legal issue discussed in
this publication is advised to seek legal advice from a competent professional.

