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As an elder care law firm which places
a great emphasis in health care

advocacy, our goal is not to simply work
within the existing long-term care system.
Our goal is to work towards changing
the long-term care system in this country
for the better. We as a society should be
doing much more for an increasingly
aging population.

With these goals in mind, in November
2016, I had the privilege of traveling to
the Netherlands as a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
(NAELA) delegation. The goal of the trip
was to learn about how health care and
legal services are provided to seniors in the
Netherlands compared to the US model.

My main purpose of participating in the
delegation and the highlight of the trip
(visiting the Anne Frank house and the
old Jewish Quarter in Amsterdam was also
memorable) was the opportunity to visit
the renowned “dementia village” outside
of Amsterdam called Hogeweyk.

Hogeweyk is a specially designed
village with 23 houses for 152 dementia-
suffering seniors. There is no similar type
of specialty designed dementia housing in
the United States. Unlike dementia facilities
in the US where all residents reside in the
same type of housing, at Hogeweyk,
seniors who need nursing home dementia
care live in houses differentiated by
lifestyle. The residents’ opinions on life,

housing, values and standards determine
their “lifestyle.” Hogeweyk offers 7 different
lifestyles: upper class, rural, Christian,
artisan, Indonesian, cultural, and traditional.

Every Hogeweyk home houses six to
eight people with the same lifestyle. People
live together with others sharing the same
ideas and values in life. This makes the
place where one lives a home. This lifestyle
can be seen in the decor and layout of the
house, the interaction in the group and with
the members of staff, day to day activities
and the way these activities are carried out.
The residents manage their own households
together with a constant team of staff
members. Washing, cooking and so on is
done every day in all of the houses. Daily
groceries are done in the Hogeweyk super-
market. The village has streets, squares,
gardens and a park where the residents can
safely roam free. Hogeweyk also offers a
restaurant, a bar and a theatre.

In Hogeweyk, the residents live in a

The Future of Dementia Care –
Let’s Go Dutch
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place that looks and feels like home, even though it’s not.
What others know to be a façade, the residents see as reality,
which may help them to feel normal in the midst of dementia.
The question a place like Hogeweyk confronts is, how much
of dementia is a result of disease, and how much is a result
of how we treat it? Hogeweyk has not found a cure for
dementia, but it’s found a path that’s changing ideas of how
to treat those who can no longer take care of themselves.

In the years since Hogewyk’s founding, dementia experts
from the United States and many other countries have
flocked to the small Dutch town outside Amsterdam in the

hopes of finding a blueprint for similar dementia care.
While dementia-only living facilities are plentiful in the
United States, none of them have offered the amenities or
level of care Hogeweyk provides.

There are significant barriers, such as costs, to building a
similar community in a non-socialized healthcare system,
such as the U.S. However, we should do better. We must
do better. Such a concept needs to be brought to the
United States to reshape the face of senior care. It will take
significant time, money, effort, and advocacy. We can start
with the refrain, “Let’s Go Dutch.”

The Future of Dementia Care (Continued from page one)

Elder &Disability LawUpdate - Special Needs Trust
FairnessAct – PersonsWith Disabilities CanNow

Establish and Fund Their Own Trusts
On December 7, 2016, the U.S. Senate approved the

21st Century Cures Act (H.B. 34) that became law effective
December 15, 2016. Significant to disabled individuals, this
legislation includes the Special Needs Trust Fairness Act,
which finally rights what has long been considered an error
in prior law regarding establishment of First-Party Special

Needs Trusts for disabled individuals with mental capacity.
For the first time, persons with disabilities can now

establish and fund their own special needs trust without
the need to do so by a parent, guardian, or the court.
Should you have any questions on this new law, please
contact our office.

We are proud to announce that Melanie Kaplan has joined our office as an associate
attorney in our Cherry Hill, New Jersey office. Melanie Kaplan began her career in Elder
Law as a law clerk for a local firm, and upon her graduation from Rutgers University-
Newark, she realized this was the area of law she wished to pursue. Ms. Kaplan has
gained several years of valuable experience in estate planning, asset protection planning,
guardianship, Medicaid and estate administration, working for Elder Law firms in the
South Jersey area.

Melanie is a member of both the New Jersey and Pennsylvania State Bar Associations,
as well as a member of the Camden and Burlington County Bar Associations.

In addition, Ms. Kaplan devotes her time as a volunteer to the American Diabetes Association, the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation and local animal shelters. When she is not working, Melanie enjoys cycling, baking and spending
time with friends, family and her two corgis.

Melanie received her bachelor’s degree in psychology, cum laude, from The George Washington University and her
Juris Doctor from Rutgers University-Newark. She is licensed to practice law in both New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
She can be contacted at mkaplan@rothkofflaw.com.

Melanie Kaplan, Esquire Joins the Rothkoff Team
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The success of our firm
is a direct reflection of our
clients and the referral sources
who have supported us.
Therefore, we actively
welcome your referrals as well
as your input regarding the
contents of this newsletter.

We also welcome comments
on the quality of legal services
our offices provide.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
has released the new Medicare premiums, deductibles, and
co-payments for 2017:

• Basic Part B premium: $109.00/month
(was $104.90 in 2016)

• Part B deductible: $183 (was $166 in 2016)

• Part A deductible: $1,316 (was $1,288 in 2016)

• Co-payment for hospital stay days 61-90: $329/day
(was $322 in $2016); Co-payment for hospital stay
days 91-150: $644/day (was $658 in 2016)

• All costs for each day beyond 150 days

• Skilled nursing facility co-payment, days 21-100:
$164.50/day (was $161.00 in 2016)

Also, note that individuals with annual incomes over
$85,000 and married couples with annual incomes over
$170,000 will pay a higher Medicare Part B premium,
with a minimum monthly premium of $187.50.

CMS has also released the 2017 guidelines for how much
spouses of institutionalized Medicaid recipients may keep.
• Maximum Community Spouse Resource Allowance:
$120,900 (was $119,220 in 2016)

• Minimum Community Spouse Resource Allowance:
$24,180 (was $23,844 in 2016)

• Maximum Monthly Maintenance Needs Allowance:
$3,022.50 (was $2,980 in 2016)

• Minimum Monthly Maintenance Needs Allowance:
$2,002.50 (thru June 30, 2017)

• Medicaid Waiver Benefits Income Cap:
$2,205 per month (was $2,199 in 2016)

• Pennsylvania Medicaid penalty divisor:
$9,198.61 ($302.42/day), as of 1/1/17

• New Jersey Medicaid penalty divisor:
$332.50/day since 4/1/16

2017 VA “Aid and Attendance” Figures:
Single Veteran ..................................................$1,794/mo.
Married Veteran ...............................................$2,127mo.
Widowed Spouse..............................................$1,153/mo.

2017 Elder Law Numbers

Rothkoff Law Group is proud to
announce we had three attorneys named
as “Awesome Attorneys 2016” by
South Jersey Magazine. In the December
2016 edition of South Jersey Magazine,
Rothkoff Law attorneys Jerold E. Rothkoff
and Bryan J. Adler were named as
“Awesome Attorneys” for elder law by
readers of South Jersey Magazine, and
Jane M. Fearn-Zimmer was named for
Estate Planning/Asset Protection Law.

Additionally, Jerry Rothkoff has been named
a 2017 “Super Lawyer” in elder law by Super
Lawyer Magazine for the seventh consecutive year,
and Bryan Adler has been named a 2017 “Rising Star
Super Lawyer.” The Super Lawyer designation is
given to only 5% of lawyers in the United States.

Rothkoff Law Receives
Elder LawAwards
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About the Firm: Announcements

Appointments
Jerry Rothkoff was elected to the Board of Directors of
Samost Jewish Family and Children’s Service (JFCS) of
Southern New Jersey.

Conferences Attended
On November 12-19, Jerry Rothkoff traveled to Amsterdam,
Netherlands with a National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
(NAELA) delegation to experience how the Dutch provide
long-term care services for seniors. Jerry will be sharing his
experience in the coming weeks.

Presentations and Seminars
On November 14, 2016, Jane Fearn-Zimmer was a featured
panelist at a NJ Bar Elder Law Section meeting on Medicaid
federal court litigation.

On December 7, 2016, Bryan Adler presented an in-service
for the staff of Heartland Hospice in Blue Bell, PA.

On December 8, 2016, Bryan Adler presented a CEU at a
seminar sponsored by Visiting Angels on “Ethics of End of
Life Care” in Jenkintown, PA.

On December 14, 2016, Jerry Rothkoff presented a CEU on
“Ethical Dilemmas in Representing Clients with Diminished
Capacity” at Hammonton Center in Hammonton, NJ.

On January 11, 2017 Bryan Adler was a featured presenter
at Sunrise of Dresher, PA on “Documents Needed to Avoid
a Crisis.”


